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THE 

PREFACE 

TH  E  Benefits  which  arife  from 
Commerce,  are  fo  well  un- 
derftood,  that  all  the  States 
of  Europe  feem  to  make  the  Im¬ 
provements  thereof  the  chief  Aim 
of  their  Councils  and  even  to 
forego  fome  of  their  old  Maxims 
of  Policy  and  Government,  in  or¬ 
der  to  encourage  Trade  and  Indu- 
ftry  among  their  Subjects. 

The  principal  Views  of  the  late 
grand  Monarch  of  France ,  were, 

a  to 


to  compleat  his  abfolute  Power  at 
home,  and  to  extend  his  Dominion 
by  the  Sword,  in  which  he  was  for 
a  long  Series  of  Years,  but  tooluc- 
cefsful  :  However  he  lived  to  fee 
his  Lawrels  fade,  and  he  had  fuf- 
ficient  Reafon  to  be  convinced,  that 
his  Schemes  for  enflaving  Europe 
were  impracticable. 

When  thefe  vaft  Schemes  were 
on  foot,  there  appeared,  among  o- 
ther  Pieces  calculated  to  flatter  and 
fpur  on  the  King’s  Ambition,  a 
fmall  Treatife  entitled  the  Politicks 
of  France,  (a)  A  Book  written  with 
great  Spirit  and  Sagacity  ;  wherein 
the  Author  lays  down  many  Rules 
for  eftablilhing  the  arbitrary  Power 
of  the  Prince  ;  for  engrofling  all 

Com- 


(a)  Written  by  Moniieur  P.  H Marquis 
of  C.  The  Tranflation  of  this  Book  was 
printed  in  London  in  the  Year  1680, 
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Commerce  at  Sea,  and  for  exten¬ 
ding  the  Power  of  the  french  Mo¬ 
narchy  over  its  Neighbour  Countries* 
But  thefe  great  Undertakings  were 
to  be  brought  about  chiefly  by  mi¬ 
litary  Power,  with  which  Com¬ 
merce  was  ever  thought  to  be  in¬ 
compatible.  However  this  Trea- 
tife  alarmed  many  People  in  Eng-* 
land ,  and  perhaps  in  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  efpecially  when  it  appeared, 
that  feveral  Schemes  mentioned 
therein,  were,  after  publication  of 
the  Book,  carried  into  Execution, 
and  others  attempted ;  and  that  it 
was  known  the  Author  of  the 
Book  was  confined  to  the  Bajhle , 
as  aPerfon  who  had  publilhed  the 
King’s  Secrets,  (a) 


(a)  See  the  Preface  to  the  Englijh  Tran* 
flatioiio 


Although  K.  Lewis  XIV.  was 
conftantly  engaged  in  Wars,  car¬ 
ried  onto  fatiatc  his  boundlefs Am¬ 
bition,  yet  the  Arts  of  Peace  were 
not  entirely  ncgleCted  during  his 
Reign.  The  Miniftry  of  Monfieur 
Colbert ,  will  be  for  ever  famous 
for  the  good  Order  he  introduced 
into  the  Management  of  the  pub- 
lick  Revenue  ;  for  the  wonderful 
Improvement  of  the  Navy  -  for  the 
Eftablifhment  of  Manufactures  ,•  for 
ereCting  of  trading  Companies  ;  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Colonies ;  for 
the  many  excellent  Ordinances 
made  in  Relation  to  foreign  and 
domeftick  Trade  ,•  and,  for  many 
other  Matters  relating  to  civil  Poli¬ 
ty  :  Which  laid  a  more  folid  Foun¬ 
dation  for  the  future  Grandeur  of 
the  French  Nation,  than  could  be 
framed  by  all  the  military  Atchieve- 
ments  of  their  Monarch.  But  thefe 

Im- 
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Improvements  were  then  deemed  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  Temper  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  Conftitution  of  their 
Government,  and  therefore  the  hid¬ 
den  Prog  refs  made  in  them,  was 
looked  upon  as  forced,  and  of  no 
Duration.  However,  Experience  hath 
given  us  too  much  Reafon  to  quit 
thofe  ill-grounded  Notions,  fince  it 

^  £J  ^  7 

is  manifeft,  that  France  is  greatly 
improved  in  Manufactures,  Trade, 
and  Navigation  •  that  her  Colonies 
are  daily  encreafmg;  and  that  her 
India  Company  becometh  more  pow¬ 
erful.  Matters,  which  might  have 
probably  been  checked  in  their 
Growth,  if  we  had  made  a  pru¬ 
dent  Ufe  of  our  Succefs  in  the  laft 
War,  by  obtaining  a  proper  Treaty 
of  Commerce  with  France. 

It  is  in  vain  to  repine  at  what 
is  pad;  our  Power  to  red  refs.  Ml 
that  remaineth  in  Prudence  to  be 
(done,  is,  to  endeavour  to  hold  an 

a  3  equal 
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equal  Pace  with  other  Nations,  if 
we  cannot  outftrip  them  in  Im^- 
provements  of  Commerce  and  Po¬ 
lity,  upon  which  the  publick  Feli¬ 
city  fo  much  depended). 

As  in  the  Days  of  K.  Lewis 
XIV.  mod  of  the  French  Politici¬ 
ans  employed  their  Thoughts  in 
forming  Schemes  to  aggrandize  their 
Monarchy  by  Feats  of  War,  fo 
now  it  looks  as  if  the  Temper  of 
People  were  changed,  and  the  RD 
gour  of  their  arbitrary  Government 
were  abated,  fince  the  Writers  of 
that  Nation  are  endeavouring  to  in- 
culcate  Principles,  which  tend  to 
the  Improvement  of  the  Arts  of 
Peace. 

Among  many  Works  of  this 
Nature,  the  following  Eflay  fee- 
pieth  to  delerve  lome  Notice.  It 
containeth  a  general  Plan  of  Com- 
inerce;  And  as  it  may  be  uleful  to 

employ 
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employ  our  Thoughts  in  Subjects  of 
this  Nature,  which  may  tend  to  the 
Improvement  of  our  Country,  the 
following  Tranflation  is  publifhed. 

The  Principles  laid  down  by 
our  Author,  will  hold  univerfally 
true  in  all  Countries.  It  is  certain 
that  the  Improvement  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  and  other  neceifary  and  uleful 
Induftries  j  the  Encreafe  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  and  the  procuring  to  the 
Society,  a  lufficient  Quantity  of  the 
common  Meafure  of  Permutations, 
that  is  to  lay,  Money  and  its  Re- 
prefentations,  are  the  chief  Objeds 
of  Care  in  every  Country,  where 
Polity  and  Commerce  arc  net  left 
to  the  Guidance  of  Chance. 

How  defective  the  People  of 
Ireland  are,  even  in  the  principal 
Article  of  Induilry,  and  which  our 
Author  very  properly  caileth  the 
Bafis  of  Commerce,  fully  appear- 

a  4  eth 
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eth  from  the  frequent,  or  rather 
conftant  Scarcity  of  Corn  in  this 
Kingdom,*  whereby  there  is  aNe- 
ceffity  of  importing  the  Corn  of 
other  Countries,  to  the  Value  of 
at  leaft  100,000/.  a  Year.  This  is 
too  great  a  Lofs  to  a  Nation,  whofe 
whole  Exports  are  not  much  above 
1,100,000  /.  per  Annum .  Our  Au¬ 
thor  fheweth  that  this  Scarcity  <c  al- 
<c  ways  proceedeth  from  an  Error 
<c  in  Polity,  which  may  be  eafily  re- 
cc  medied,  or  rather  eafily  prevented. 

The  Inconveniency  of  publick 
Granaries  in  alarg;e  State,  where  the 
Cro  ps  of  Corn,  are,  or  may  by 
prudent  Management  be,  rendered 
more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  the 

i 

Necefhties  of  the  People,  is  fully 
enough  let  forth,  in  the  following 
Effay.  It  is  to  no  Purppfe  to  a- 
mufe  our  felves,  with  fuch  kind  of 
Schemes,  which  are  ftill  more  dan- 

gerous 
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gerous  in  a  State,  where  People 
have  any  Share  of  Liberty  to  lole ; 
and  it  feemeth  more  advifeable  to 
endeavour,  to  find  out  eafy  and  na¬ 
tural  Means  of  lecuring  our  (elves, 
againft  the  Miferies  of  Famine, 
with  which  we  are  lb  frequently 
threatned. 

T  he  Method  propofed  by  our 
Author,  of  fupplying  thole  parts 
of  the  Kingdom  where  Corn  is 
wanting,  out  of  the  fuperabun- 
dance  that  is  in  other  Parts,  would 
encourage  Tillage  in  Ireland '  and 
might  be  more  eafily  pra£tiled  in 
this  Country  than  in  France.  There 
are  no  constitutional  Obftr  uni¬ 
ons  to  it  in  Ireland ,  as  there  are 

in  France .  '  This  Matter  leem- 
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eth  the  more  worthy  of  At¬ 
tention,  as  it  is  apparent,  that  at 
the  fame  Time,  while  very  large 
Quantities  of  Corn  are  imported 

into 
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into  fome  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
there  are  confiderable  Quantities  of 
the  fame  Species  exported  from  o- 
ther  Parts :  And  all  this  is  gene¬ 
rally  performed  by  the  Navigation 
of  other  Countries.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  ufeful  to  confider  whether 
the  Fund  appropriated  to  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Tillage,  and  the  in¬ 
land  Navigation,  might  not  be  im¬ 
proved  and  employed  to  ules  which 
would  forward  this  Work. 

T  he  Improvement  of  the  inland 
Navigation,  and  an  Encouragement 
of  our  Coaft-T rade,  added  to  the 
Spirit  which  appeareth  amongfb  us 
of  repairing  High  Roads,  will,  it 
is  certain,  enable  thofe  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  where  Corn  is  wanting, 
to  be  better  fupplied  than  formerly, 
from  other  Parts  where  it  is  produ¬ 
ced  in  greater  Abundance.  But 
until  the  lazy  Method  of  employ¬ 
ing 
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ing  large  Tra&s  of  Land  in  grazing 
of  Cattle,  which  prevaileth  in  the  molt 
fertile  Provinces,  be  abated  by  more 
adtive  Kinds  of  Husbandry,  and  by 
dividing  Lands  into  fmaller  Farms, 
it  is  vain  to  expedt  any  great  Improve¬ 
ments  in  Agriculture,  however  pro¬ 
per  the  Soil  of  Ireland ,  be  lor  Tillage. 

Perhaps  it  would  prove  a  good 
Expedient  for  dividing  Lands  into 
fmaller  Farms,  if  a  Law  were  made 
to  diredt  the  Building  and  Uphold¬ 
ing  convenient  Houles  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  with  proper  Portions  of  Land, 
to  be  let  to  relident  Farmers,  who 
under  fome  peculiar  Title,  might 
be  eftablilhed  amongft  us.  That 
this  might  be  performed,  and  would 
greatly  tend  to  the  Improvement 
of  Ireland ,  will,  it  is  believed,  be 
readily  allowed  by  every  one,  who 
gives  himfelf  Leilure  to  think  of 

the  Matter,  And  there  is  too  much 

Reafon 
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Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  until 
home  Method  be  pradifed  of  divi¬ 
ding  Land  into  fmaller  Farms  than 
at  prelent,  all  Attempts  to  encou¬ 
rage  Tillage,  or  to  force  thole  who 
hold  large  Trads  of  Land,  to  fow 
a  Portion  of  it  with  Corn,  will  prove 
ineffeduah 

It  hath  been  a  Queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Encreale  of  People,  be  a 
real  Benefit  to  Ireland  •>  and  confi- 
dering  our  Polity  and  Commerce, 
this  Point  leemeth  hill  to  be  very 
doubtful.  The  chief  Articles  of  Ex¬ 
port  from  Ireland ,  are  the  Produds 
of  Land  with  very  little  additional 
Value  from  the  Labour  or  Indu- 
ftry  of  Man.  The  Wealth  of  the 
Kingdom  is  engroffed  into  the  Hands 
of  a  few  very  opulent  Landlords,  o- 
vergrown  Farmers,  and  other  Per- 
fons,  who  neither  labour  nor  ex- 
ercife  any  Induftry,  that  contributeth 
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to  encreale  the  Riches  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.  They  can  afford  to  make  a 
Figure,  and  this  makes  Ireland  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  flourifhing  Condition,  to 
Perfons  who  have  only  a  iuperficial 
Knowledge  of  the  Affairs  of  this 
Country.  But  were  thole  Perfons 
to  lee  the  Poverty  and  miferable 
Condition  of  the  Generality  of  the 
Nation,  they  would  loon  change 
their  Opinion,  and  conclude  that 
Ireland  is  in  general,  rather  to  be 
pitied  than  envied.  Nor  is  it  to 
be  doubted,  but  the  Traveller,  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of  in  the  following  Ef- 
lay,  would  rank  this  Kingdom  in 
the  high  ell  Degree  of  Barbarity,  if 
he  faw  the  Number  of  Beggars  with 
which  it  abounds. 

I  t  is  certain  the  Infh  arc  accufod 
of  being  naturally  Idle  and  Sloth¬ 
ful.  But  the  World  is  become 
knowing  enough  to  perceive,  that 

human 
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human  Nature  is,  generally,  the 
fame  in  all  Countries  $  and,  that 
although  all  Men  covet  Eafe,  yet, 
hnce  the  Improvement  of  Com¬ 
merce  hath  made  Labour  and  In- 
duftry  abfolutely  necelfary,  thofe 
Qualities  are  rather  accidentally  ac¬ 
quired  by  any  Nation,  than  pure¬ 
ly  natural  to  it.  And  whatever 
might  have  been  the  Difpofition  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Ireland ,  in  for¬ 
mer  Days,  it  is  plain,  that  of  late 
Years,  they  are  addicted  to  Labour 
and  Induftry,  and  defirous  of  being 
employed.  Witnefsthe  great  Num¬ 
bers  of  them,  who  go  to  lerve  in 
foreign  Armies,  not  for  the  Reafon 
our  Author  fayeth  the  Swifs  are  for¬ 
ced  to  become  Mercenaries,  but  for 
want  of  being  employed  in  the  large 
and  fertile  Fields  of  their  native 
Country ;  and  alio,  witnels  their 
annual  palling  into  England \  and  e« 

ven 
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ven  to  Newfoundland  to  ferve  as 
Hirelings  for  Food.  This  Iheweth 
a  good  Inclination  in  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  to  Labour  and  Induftry,  and 
too  (trongly  proveth,  that  Ireland 
is  in  the  Condition  of  one  of  the 
impoverilhed  Iflands  mentioned  by 
our  Author.  And  upon  the  whole 
Matter,  this  Kingdom  may  be  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  a  Country  employed  in 
producing  Beef,  Butter,  Raw  Hides, 
Wool,  and  fuch  kind  of  Necelfa- 
ries  ;  and  as  aNurlery  of  People 
for  other  Nations. 

There  are  lome  Perlons,  it  is 
true,  who  fay  there  are  too  few 
Inhabitants  in  Ireland ,  and  that  this 
is  the  Caule  of  the  (mall  Improve¬ 
ments  in  this  Country.  If,  indeed, 
the  Number  of  Inhabitants  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Extent  and  Fertility 
of  Land,  and  the  other  natural 
Means  that  Ireland  affordeth  for 


em- 
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employing  on  induftrious  People, 
then  it  muft  be  allowed  they  are 
too  few.  But  when  the  Number 
of  Inhabitants  is  compared  with  the 
Imployments  they  are  engaged  in, 
then  it  appeareth  the  Inhabitants 
are  too  many  ,*  or,  why  do  fuch 
Numbers  of  them  t]uit  their  native 
Soil  to  earn  a  Livelihood,  by  ha¬ 
zardous  and  painful  Labour  in  fo¬ 
reign  Countries  ?  And  why  are  fo 
fo  many  Beggars  leen  in  our 
Streets  ? 

So  that,  until,  by  a  wife  Polity, 
a  Stop  be  put  to  this  Ift'ue  of  People, 
and  the  Evil  which  produceth  fo 
many  Beggars  be  cured,  it  is  wrong 
to  complain  of  the  Want  of  Inha¬ 
bitants,  and  yet  more  cruel,  to 
force  them  to  continue  in  a  Country, 
where  they  muft  lead  their  Lives 
in  Milery.  This  looketh  like  an 
Infringement  of  Liberty,  and  can 

lever 
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never  be  attended  with  good  Ef- 
fedts. 

Compulsary  Methods  can  ne¬ 
ver  make  People,  who  have  any 
Share  or  Notion  of  Liberty,  more 
fond  of  remaining  at  home,  while 
the  Reafons  which  firlfl  induced  them 
to  quit  their  Country  fliblift.  Such 
Courfes  rather  incline  them  to  fly 
from  the  Reftraint  to  other  Regi¬ 
ons,  where  they  may  hope  to  en¬ 
joy  more  Freedom,  Eafe  and  Plenty, 
and  will  prevent  uleful  Foreigners, 
from  coming  into  the  Country. 
On  the  other  Hand,  a  good  Polity 
will  never  fail  of  multiplying  Inha¬ 
bitants,  in  an  extenfive  fertile  Coun¬ 
try,  happily  fituated,  as  Ireland  is. 
It  will  then  be  exercifed  in  Means  to 
induce  the  Natives  to  ftay  at  home, 
and  Foreigners  to  come  into  the 
Country.  This  is  theCourfe  pro- 
pofed  in  the  following  Eflay,  and 

b  it 
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it  is  the  natural  Way  of  effeding 
the  Work.  <c  The  Objed:  (fayeth 
<c  our  Author)  which  the  Legifla- 
“  ture  ought  to  have  always  in 
<c  View,  is,  to  render  Men  as  hap- 
u  py  as  their  miferable  Condition 
u  will  admit.”  But  if  the  Conditi¬ 
on  of  our  common  People  were  en¬ 
quired  into,  it  would  appear  to  be 
a  State,  by  far  more  abjed:  than  that 
of  Slaves  under  the  Form  of  Ser¬ 
vitude,  propofed  in  the  following 
EBay. 

T  h  e  r  e  is  a  greater  Spirit  of  Li¬ 
berty  in  this  Effay,  than  might 
have  been  looked  for  in  the 
Works  of  a  Subjed;  of  an  arbitrary 
Prince.  T  hus  he  declareth,  u  that 

y 

iC  to  favour  Marriages,  to  grant 
iC  Affiftance  to  a  Father  burthened 
<c  with  a  numerous  Family,  to  watch 
tc  over  the  Education  of  Orphans, 
“  and  Foundlings,  is  to  {Lengthen 

a  State 
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a  State  more  than  can  be  done 
byConquefts.”  And  in  another 
ldace  he  laith,  that  “  to  reclaim 
barren  Lands,  and  make  them 
profitable  ;  is  to  conquer  new 
Countries,  without  making  any 
one  Perlbn  miferable”.  And  he 
preferreth  it,  to  the  glittering  Glory 
of  feizing  the  like  Quantity  of  Land 
by  a  deftrudive  bloody  War.  Thcle 
are  Truths  boldly  told  in  a  Coun-* 
try  famous  for  the  Politicks  he  con- 
demneth.  But  they  are  not  the  only 
Inftances,  which  might  be  given  of 
the  Freedom  this  Author  hath  ta¬ 
ken  in  expreffing  his  Thoughts. 
However,  although  it  be  admitted, 
that  Polity,  with  Helped  to  foreign 
Commerce,  is  better  underftood  and 
more  carefully  cultivated  by  the 
French  Legillator,  than  perhaps  by 
any  other  State  in  Europe ,  or  Trade 
could  never  profper  as  it  doth  in 

b  2  France , 
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France ,  yet,  it  is  probable,  that  the 
entire  Liberty  our  Author  wifheth 
for,  will  not  be  found  confiftent 
with  the  Conftitution  of  the  French 
Government.  And  therefore  it  may 
be  prefumed,  that  thofe  Nations, 
who  enjoy  this  Liberty,  which  in 
the  following  Effay,  is  very  proper¬ 
ly  termed,  u  the  greateft  and  beft 
<c  known  Maxim  of  Commerce”,  will 
continue  to  have  fome  Advantages 
over  the  French ,  if  their  Legisla¬ 
tures  are  watchful  to  cultivate  the 
true  Intereft  of  their  Countries.  And 
as  we  have  the  Happinefs  of  being 
entitled  to  the  invaluable  Blefhngs 
of  Englifh  Liberty,  which  we  Shall 
never  be  abridged  of,  while  the  Con- 
dud;  of  our  Affairs  is  entrufted  to 
Men  of  Understanding  and  Probi¬ 
ty,  fo  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
cultivate  our  Polity,  and  Commerce, 
after  Inch  a  manner  as  may  render 

Ireland 
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Ireland  more  flourilhing,  and,  con- 
lequently,  more  beneficial  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

Colonies,  and  cxclufive  Com¬ 
panies,  are  attendant  upon  indepen¬ 
dent  Countries  only.  Hie  Conlide- 
ration  therefore  of  their  Ufe  and 
Management,  doth  not  fall  in  the 
Way  of  a  Perfon,  who  confineth  his 
Enquiries,  within  the  narrow  Bounds 
of  the  intereft  of  Ireland.  Howe- 
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ver,  it  is  hoped,  the  Reader  will  not 
be  difpleafed  with  the  Tranfiator’s 
Endeavours  to  explain  fome  of  thole 
Branches  of  general  Commerce. 

It  is  a  general,  and  perhaps  a 
true  Obfervation,  that  there  are 
more  People  executed  for  Thefts 
and  Robberies  in  Great  Brita  n  and 
Ireland }  than  in  all  the  refb  of 
Europe.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
highly  to  be  wifhed  that  a  Law  were 
contrived  to  /pare  the  Lives  of  ma- 
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ny,  ofthofe  miferable  W retches,  who 
die  by  the  Hands  of  Juftice.  The 
Method  of  employing  Criminals  in 
hard  Labour,  hath  been  often  offer- 
red  to  publick  Consideration,  but  it 
is  not  our  Bufincfs  tq  examine  the 
Reafons  alledged  for  not  carrying 
it  into  Execution  :  However  the 
Legislature,  in  fome  Degree,  re¬ 
lenting  at  thefe  too  frequent  Execu¬ 
tions,  hath  altered  the  Punifhment 
of  fome  Crimes,  which  was  former¬ 
ly  Death,  into  Transportation  to  the 
Bntifh  Colonies  :  But  there  feem- 
eth  Still  to  be  too  many  Executions, 
for  Crimes  which  probably  might  be 
better  prevented  by  other  Kinds  of 
Punifhment,  and  the  Community  not 
buffer  the  total  Lofs  of  Such  Mem- 

*  >  -  *  v-  r> 

hers.  The  Rafp  Houfes  in  Holland \ 
and  the  Galiies  in  France ,  do  in 
fome  meafure  anfwer  thofe  Ends  : 
And  no  Objection  is  forefee n  to  our 

King’s 
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King’s  having  Gailies  at  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca ,  in  which  many  Cri¬ 
minals,  who  as  the  Law  now  itand- 
eth,  mu  ft  be  cut  off  in  England  and 
Ireland ,  may  be  condemned  to  ferve 
their  Country.  Such  an  lnftitution 
would  fupply  the  Navy  with  a  kind 
of  Veffels,  which  are  very  uleful 
and  perhaps  needfary  in  thofe 
Seas.  But,  peradventure  to  do  this 
may  require  too  (oleum  a  Declara¬ 
tion  that  Great  Britain  will  never 
part  with  thofe  Acquifitions,  and  it 
may  be  thought  more  advifeable,  to 
hold  the  Spaniards  in  Expectation 
of  being  able,  at  feme  Time  or 
other,  to  obtain  the  Reftitution  of 
them  by  Treaty  ;  which  may  alfo 
be  the  Cauie  why  thofe  Places  are 
not  more  clofely  annexed  to  the 
Crown,  and  allowed  the  full  En¬ 
joyment  of  Englifh  Liberty. 

b  4  What 
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Wh  at  our  Author  faith  of  Lux*- 
my,  may  he  perfectly  right  with 
refpcift  to  France.  A  Kingdom  a- 
bounding  in  all  Things  j  of  an  ex- 
ten  five,  unlimited,  and  wifely  con-* 
duded  Traffick  ;  and  which  gain- 
eth  upon  its  Commerce  with  every 
other  Country.  But,  in  applying 
his  Sentiments  upon  this  Subjed 
to  the  Condition  of  Ireland ,  many 
things  muft  be  taken  into  Confide-* 
ration,  which  greatly  vary  the  Cafe, 
and  without  entring  into  either  the 
Stile  or  the  Character  of  a  De- 
claimer,  v/e  may  be  allowed  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  very  great  Mifchiefs  arife 
from  feveral  Luxuries  in  this  King¬ 
dom. 

I  f  our  Luxury  confifled  in  con- 
fuming  the  Produdions  of  our  own 
Induftry,  and  of  our  foreign  Na¬ 
vigation  and  Commerce  j  then  it 

might 
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might  be  difpenfed  with,  as  an 
££  Attendant  upon  a  well-governed 
££  Society  ”  and  as  what  ££  pro- 
££  ceedeth  from  the  Riches  and 
^  Security  of  the  Government. 
££  Or,  if  the  Degrees  were  well 
££  diftinguiihed  between  the  diffe— 
££  rent  Kinds  of  Neceflities,  and 
<£  that  Workmen  were  not  cm- 
££  ployed  in  Works  of  Luxury,  un- 
££  til  there  were  enough  of  the 
<(  Commodities  of  fecond  Neceflity, 
“  nor  about  thefe,  until  the  Pro- 
<c  du<5ts  of  ablolute  Neceflity  were 
tl  provided.  ”  If  thefe  Rules  held 
true  in  Ireland ,  as  probably  they 
do  in  France ,  then,  ‘£  the  Legifla- 
££  ture  might  very  well  rely  there- 
££  upon  j 53  and  <£  the  Luxury  of  a 
££  Nation,  which  is  confined  to  very 
£c  few,  relatively  to  Multitudes,  who 
f£  are  as  happy  as  they,  when  a 

good 
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a  good  Polity  makes  them  enjoy 
<£  in  Quiet  the  Fruit  of  their  La- 
l£  hour,  ”  ought  not  to  be  reftrai fl¬ 
ed,  left  it  might  “  deftroy  Induftry, 
t£  put  a  Reftraint  upon  Liberty,  re- 
<£  duce  Workmen  into  dangerous 
<£  Idlenefs,  and  take  away  a  new 
<£  Motive  to  Labour.55 

But  when  the  Reverie  of  all  thefe 
is  true.  When  the  Luxury  of  Ire¬ 
land  confifteth  in  the  Confumption 
of  the  Produds  of  foreign  Lands, 
of  foreign  Induftry,  of  foreign  Na¬ 
vigation,  and  of  foreign  Com¬ 
merce  ,*  when  the  Money  that  lup- 
ports  the  Exceftes  of  the  Rich,  is 
cruelly  torn  from  the  poor  Inhabi¬ 
tant,  and  fent  to  multiply  the  Rich¬ 
es  of  France ,  and  other  Countries, 
which  take  from  us  no  Commodi¬ 
ties  but  what  are  of  abfolute  Necef- 
fity  to  them.  When  the  Degrees  of 
Ncceffities  are  fo  ill  diftinguilhed, 

that 
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that  we  run  into  the  mod:  extrava¬ 
gant  Luxuries,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  there  is  a  conftant  Scarcity  of 
Corn,  and  of  other  Things  of  ab- 
folute  Necelfity.  When  this  is  the 
Cafe  of  Ireland ,  and  that  the  poor 
Inhabitants  are  forced  to  go  into 
other  Countries,  to  endeavour,  as 
Mercenaries  and  Hirelings,  to  earn 
Bread,  then  Luxury  is  highly  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  Nation,  and  ought  to 
be  reftrained  by  the  Legiflature. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the 
Maxim  which  is  lb  ftrongly  infilled 
upon  in  the  following  ElTay,  viz, 
(i  That  the  Debtor  ought  always  to 
cc  be  favoured ,  were  regarded  in 
Ireland.  If  it  were,  our  Polity  would 
not,  in  Appearance,  be  raifed  upon 
the  contrary  Principle  of  favouring 
the  Creditor  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Debtor.  Or  to  Ipeak  it,  as  it  too 

frequently 
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frequently  happeneth,  of  ftrength- 
ning  the  Hands  of  Oppreffion. 

O  u  r  Legiflature  would  then,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Policy  of  all  trading 
Nations,  contrive  Ways  to  encreafe 
publick  and  private  Credit,  and  place 
a  wide  Difference  between  thofe  who 
through  inevitable  Accidents  become 
incapable  to  pay  their  Debts,  and 
fiich  Perfons  as  become  fraudulent 
Bankrupts,  and  ought  to  be  punch¬ 
ed  as  publick  Robbers.  Thefe  and 
many  other  Things  of  this  Nature, 
for  which  our  Author  giveth  fuch 
well-deferved  Encomiums  to  the 

ii 

French  Legiflator,  would  then  be 
taken  care  of  among  us.  But,  alas ! 
our  Thoughts  have  been  otherwife 
employed,  and  he  who  formerly 
attempted  to  introduce  any  thing 
new,  were  it  ever  fo  uleful,  or  to 
perform  any  Service  to  the  Publick, 

were 
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were  it  ever  lo  conliderable,  too 
frequently  met  with  the  Fate  of  Ni¬ 
cholas  Briot ,  (a)  lince  there  were 
but  too  many  Perfons,  in  moft 
States,  of  the  Character  of  Henry 
Poula'm  and  his  Cabal.  However, 
as  this  is  not  the  prelent  Cafe  of 
Ireland ,  but  that  thole  in  Power 
chearfully  receive  and  purliie  all  rea- 
lonable  Propofals  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Kingdom,  and  boun¬ 
tifully  recompence  thole  who  per¬ 
form  publick  Service  5  as  the  Cale 
of  Ireland  is  lo  happily  altered  for 
the  better,  it  is  hoped  this  will 
have  a  ftrong  Influence  upon  all  De¬ 
grees  of  People,  and  encourage 
them  to  exert  their  utmoft  Facul¬ 
ties  in  forwarding  the  true  Interell 
of  their  Country. 

Our 


(a)  See  Page  2.89,  to  197. 
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Ou  r  Author  very  truly  faith,  that 
Gold  and  Silver  are  become  infuffi- 
cient  Pledges  of  Permutations,  and 
tha&  they  have  themfelves  flood  in 
need  of  new  Reprefentations,  by 
Notes,  Bills  of  Exchange,  Banks, 
and  fuch  kind  of  artificial  Mo¬ 
ney,  which  is  called  Credit,  and 
is  a  thoufand  Times  more  precious 
than  Money.  Yet  Ireland  continu¬ 
ed.!  without  any  publick  Credit,  un- 
lefs  the  Credit  of  private  Bankers 
jt>e  called  by  this  Name.  But  fb 
many  Misfortunes  have  lately  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  Way  of  Bufinefs,  that 
private  Prudence  makes  them  a<ft 
with  greater  Caution  than  ufual, 
and  they  cannot  polTibly  diffufe  the 
good  Effedis  of  Credit  fb  general¬ 
ly,  as  it  is  wanted  in  a  trading  Na¬ 
tion. 

T  h  e  r  e  is,  it  is  true,  a  national 
Debt  in  Ireland,  and  the  Doctrine 

of 
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of  a  State  becoming  more  flourifh- 
ing  by  its  Debts,  liath  been  like- 
wife  propagated  among  us.  But, 
it  ought  to  be  coniidered,  that  the 
Cafe  of  this  Kingdom  differeth 
widely,  from  that  of  all  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  perhaps  upon  the  Face  of  the 
Earth. 

The  Debts  of  England ,  of 
France ,  and  of  other  States,  may  - 
be,  as  our  Author  faith,  u  Debts 
(C  from  the  right  Hand  to  the  left, 
<c  by  which  the  Body  is  not  weak- 
<c  en’d,  if  it  have  a  fufficient  Quan- 
<c  trty  of  Aliments,  and  they  are 
u  properly  diftributed.”  But,  the 
Money  in  the  Funds  of  Irelandy  is, 
to  a  fmall  Matter,  well  known  to 
appertain  to  Perfons  living  out  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  confequently 
the  Intereft  of  the  Debt,  is  an  Ad¬ 
dition  to  the  immenfe  Drain  oc- 
calioned  by  Abfentees,  and  lome 

deftru&ive 
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deftru&ive  Branches  of  Trade. 
Thus  it  helps  to  deprive  the  Body 
of  its  proper  Aliment.  The  Debt 
of  Ireland  may  add  to  the  numera- 
ry  Values  of  other  Countries,  but 
it  doth  not  anfwer  the  Ufe  of  Mo¬ 
ney  in  Ireland.  The  national  Debt 
is  therefore,  pernicious  in  its  full 
Extent,  without  being  attended 

with  any  one  Benefit  to  the  Pub- 
lick. 

Upon  the  whole  Matter,  the 
Reader  may  perceive  the  great  Bene¬ 
fits  which  naturally  attend  the  En- 
creale  of  the  Quantity  of  Pledges  of 
Permutations  (that  is  Money,  or  its 
Reprefentations)  in  a  trading  Coun¬ 
try  •  and  perhaps  the  Method  in 
Holland  of  fupplying  People  .  with 
Money  on-  Pledges ,  contributes 
more  to  employ  the  Poor  in  that 
Country ,  than  all  the  coercive 
Laws  the  Dutch  have  to  prevent 

Beggars 
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Beggars  appearing  in  their  Streets, 
This  Method  of  affifting  the  People 
with  Money,  multiplieth  the  Pledges 
of  Permutations,  and  bringeth  it 
within  the  Power  of  the  common 
People,  to  obtain  thofe  neceffary 
Tools  to  exercife  their  Induftry. 
It  relieveth  them  from  the  griping 
Hands  of  Ulurers.  It  cultivates 
Parfimony,  Honefty,  Induftry,  and 
other  focial  Virtues  amongft  them ; 
and,  if  it  were  pradtifed  in  Ireland \ 
it  might  afford  Means  for  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  the  miferable  Poor, 
who  are  not  able  to  work.  The  ob¬ 
taining  of  this  great  Benefit  to  the 
Kingdom  was  heretofore  attempted. 
The  Scheme  propofed  for  this  Pur- 
pofe  was  found  fo  reafonable,  that  it 
obtained  the  Approbation  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  but  it  could 
not  force  its  Way  any  further.  It 
jis  believed  that  Time  and  Experi- 

c  ence 
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ence  have  confirmed  the  Reafons 
which  were  given  in  Favour  of  this 
Method  of  relieving  the  Poor.  And 
it  is  hoped  that  thole  great  Im¬ 
provers  of  human  Wifdom,  will 
remove  all  the  Prejudices  which  were 
conceived  againft  it. 

The  Tranflator  craves lome In¬ 
dulgence  from  the  Reader  for  any 
Errors  he  may  have  committed  in 
this  Work.  He  is  not  defirous  of 
finding  Fault.  His  Defign  is  to  move 
others  who  are  better  able  to  per- 
form  the  Task,  to  confider  of  Ways 
to  improve  the  Commerce  and  Polity 
of  this  Kingdom.  And  if  he  has  con¬ 
tributed,  through  Inadvertence,  to 
fupport  any  pernicious  Principles,  it 
may  be  of  publick  Advantage  to 
point  them  out.  The  Tranflator  will 
difcl  aim  them  with  Acknowledg¬ 
ment. 

*>►  'i  c  •„  ■  -  -  j 
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Political  ESSAY 

UPON 

COMMERCE. 


CHAP.  I. 


'Principles, 

LET  it  be  fuppofed,  that  there  are 
only  three  or  four  I  Hands  upon  the 
Face  of  the  Earth.  Each  Illand 
of  the  fame  Extent,  and  contain¬ 
ing  an  equal  Number  of  Inhabitants,  hath 
hitherto  produced  but  one  Sort  of  Com- 

A  naodity,  - 
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modify,  ro  which  the  Nature  of  the  Soil, 
is  bed  adapted  As,  iuppole,  one  liland 
produceth  Corn,  another  Woo!,  and  the 
like.  The  lame  Number  of  Men  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  Labour,  and  the  Crops  are  dif¬ 
fident  to  fupply  the  common  Ncceflkies 
of  the  four  Iflands. 

This  mud  of  Courfe  produce  a  necef- 
fary  Traffick;  fo  that  each  liland,  refer- 
ving  to  its  felf,  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
its  own  Product,  will  exchange  what  re- 
maineth,  for  what  it  wanteth  from  the 
other  Illands.  Thus,  the  Wants,  and  the 
Exchanges  or  Permutations*  will  be 
equal,  and  confequently  the  Balance  of 
Trade  will  be  fo  too. 

But,  if  one  of  the  Illands  become  fo 
improved,  as  to  produce  a lufficient  Sup¬ 
ply  of  what  groweth  in  the  other  Illands, 
and  alfo  a  Superfluity  of  its  own  proper 
Product,  which  the  others  want :  What 
Alteration  may  be  foreleen,  that  this 
will  make  in  Policy  and  in  Trade  ? 

I  f  it  be  the  I  Hand  of  Corn  that  is 
thus  improved;  as  the  Inhabitants  or  the 
other  three  Illands  cannot  lubfid  without 
Corn,  the  firft  Step  they  will  take,  mud 
be  to  quit  their  I  Hands,  and  go  to  work 
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in  the  Ifland  of  Corn,  in  order  to  earn 
Bread. 

But,  if  thefe  Iflands  underftand  their 
own  Intereft  as  they  ought  ;  and  their 
Land  doth  not  yield  a  lufficient  (Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Corn,  to  fupply  the  Inhabitants, 
they  will  compel  the  Ifland  of  Corn  to 
low  the  Quantity  that  is  ncceflary  to 
feed  them,  and  to  give  it  in  Exchange 
for  their  Products  ;  the  Culture  whereof 
will  be  entirely  prohibited  to  the  Ifland 
of  Corn.  And,  after  this  Ifland  hath 
been  reduced  to  thefe  Terms,  it  cannot 
break  them,  but  by  a  Rebellion,  pit- 
niiliable  with  the  Lois  of  Liberty. 

This  is  the  natural  and  primitive 
Right  of  Nations,  according  to  which, 
the  Right  of  one  particular  Nation,  gi- 
veth  Way  to  *the  Right  of  other  Nati¬ 
ons  taken  together  ;  as  the  Right  of  a 
family,  or  of  a  particular  Pcrfon,  gi- 
veth  Way  to  that  of  their  own  Nati¬ 
on. 

If  the  Ifland  of  Corn  were,  by  its  Si¬ 
tuation,  or  by  other  Circumftances,  in  a 
Condition  to  refill:  thefirlt  Arracks  of  the 
other  Iflands,  the  Power  of  its  Produce 
alone  would  fubduc  them. 
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Upon  a  Suppofirion  that  one  of  the 
other  I  (lands  (hould  have  a  Superfluity 
of  its  proper  Product,  and  a  fufficient 
Supply  of  what  groweth  in  the  Others, 
the  Advantage  it  would  thereby  obtain, 
would  not  be  fo  great,  as  in  the  Cafe  of 
the  I  (land  of  Corn  ;  becaufe  the  other 
Produdts  are  not  ab(olutely  neceflary  to 
Life,  and  the  Iflands  affedfed  thereby, 
would  have  Time  to  concert  Meafures,  for 
fubduing  that  Ifland,  or  for  obliging  it  to 
an  Equality  of  Trade.  But  in  a  Dearth 
of  Corn,  if  the  Remedy  be  not  fud- 
den,  all  is  in  Confufion.  An  Army 
that  wanteth  Bread,  knoweth  no  Difci- 
pline. 

Thus,  Corn  is  the  Rafis  of  Trade,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  the  neceflary  Support  of  Life,  and 
the  providing  thereof,  ought  to  be,  the 
firfl:  Care  of  the  Legiflature. 

When  one  of  the  Iflands  maketh 
greater  Progre(sin  Agriculture,  or  in  Ma¬ 
nufactures;  this  muft  proceed  from  the 
Encreafe  of  Inhabitants ;  or,  which  is  the 
fame  Thing,  becaufe  they  have  acquired 
the  Skill,  to  cultivate  the  fame  Quantity 
of  Land,  and  to  perform  the  lame  Works, 
^vrith  fewer  People.  Now  thele  fuper flu¬ 
ff  OllS 
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ous  Men  may  lerve,  as  well  to  encreale 
thole  Products,  as  to  conquer  other 
Illands.  From  whence  it  followcth,  that 
the  Encreafe  of  Inhabitants,  ought  to  be, 
the  lecond  Care  of  the  Leoillature.  And 
that  it  is  one  Manner  of  encreaftng  them, 
to  know  how  to  work  at  Ids  Expence. 

B  y  conli dering  the  natural  Crops,  as 
fuppofed  in  the  firft  four  Illands,  it  would 
be  ealy  to  perceive,  which  of  them  grow* 
eth  powerful  enough,  to  lubdue  the  Others. 
But  if  we  are  to  luppole  thefe  Illands 
abundantly  provided  with  every  Thing 
of  the  firft  Neceffity,  and  having  under 
their  Dominion  other  Illands  producing 
Merchandize  of  lecondary  Neceffity,  as 
Wine,  (<?)  Salt,  Linnen,  and  the  like:  and 
of  Luxurious  Neceffity,  as  Silk,  Sugar, 
Tobacco  ;  then  the  more  numerous  the 
Illands  of  Commerce  become,  the  greater 
Difficulty  there  will  be  to  know,  "which 

A  3  of 


(a)  Our  Author  very  properly,  range th 
Wine  under  the  Head  of  Merchandize  of 
lecondary  Neceffity  to  the  People  of  France ; 
But  in  Ireland,  where  that  Liquor  is  not  the 
Product  of  the  Country,  it  ought  to  4jc 
placed  among  Merchandizes  of  Luxury, 
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of  the  firft  fuppoled  I  Hands  becometh  the 
nioft  powerful. 


B  y  the  Combination  of  all  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  Kinds  of  Commerce,  one  I  (land 
may  inlenfibly  become  Ids  plentiful. 
Ids  peopled,  and  at  length  be  fubdued, 
by  another  Ifland,  which  formerly  had 
lower  Inhabitants  :  For  Number  of  in¬ 
habitants,  Extent  and  Fertility  of  Soil, 
areulelds  in  Countries,  where  the  Lands 
remain  uncultivated,  through  Sloth,  or 
Difcouragcment. 


The  Multiplicity  of  thefe  different 
kinds  of  Commerce,  increafed  the  In- 
conveniency  of  Permutations  •,  Fo  that 
Gold  and  Silver  were  contrived,  as  a 
common  Meafure  of  all  Merchandizes, 


that  thereby  the  troublcfome,  and  often 
neediefs,  Carriage  of  them  might  be  {pa¬ 
red.  But  Gold  and  Silver  are,  by  the 
continual  Encreafe  of  Commerce,  become 


rniufficient  for  this  Purpole,  and  they 
have  themfelves  flood  in  need  of  a  new 


Reprefentation,  by  Notes,  Bills  of  Ex¬ 
change,  Banks,  and  other  Expedients. 

Upon  the  necefiary  Quantity  of  this 
common  Meafure  of  Permutations,  de¬ 


pended!  the  Facility  of  making  Permuta¬ 
tions  ; 
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tions;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Facility  of 
Trade.  Thus,  Money,  and  its  Repre- 
fentation,  are  the  third  Objedt  of  the 
Legillatures  Care. 

Commerce  cannot  flourilh,  but  when 
every  one  employeth  to  his  bcft  Advan¬ 
tage,  whatever  belongeth  to  him;  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  Lands,  Houles,  Rents,  or 
publick  Securities.  For  if  any  oi  tilde 
Things  be  without  Value,  it  becometh 
a  Superfluity,  which  the  Proprietor 
cannot  make  ufe  of,  to  purchafe  what 
is  neceflary  for  him,  that  is  to  lay 
the  Product  of  his  Neighbour;  to  whom 
Jikewife  this  Produdl  becometh  by  the 
fame  Means  a  Superfluity,  and  of  no 
ofe  to  acquire  the  Garment  he  wanteth. 
Thus,  the  Workman  cannot  any  longer 
fell  the  Induftry  which  procured  him 
Bread,  and  Wine  ;  and  the  Abafement  of 
the  Value  of  the  Product,  diiheartens 
the  Husbandman,  who  is  thereby  render¬ 
ed  unable  to  pay  the  publick  Taxes. 

A  4  From 


(a)  Moft  of  the  publick  Taxes  in  France 
are  paid  by  the  Husbandmen,  and  the  lower 
Sort  of  People,  as  will  more  fully  appear  in 
the  Courfe  of  this  Eflay,  and  the  Annotations 
upon  it. 
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From  thence  arife  new  Deficiencies,  as 
well  publick  as  private.  The  Citizens 
abound  in  fuperfiuous  Effects,  and  molt 
of  them  want  NccelTaries  which  are  at 
their  Gates,  and  which  are  themfelves 
Superfluities,  and  of  no  ufe  to  the  Own¬ 
ers.  There  is  fuch  an  intimate  Connexi¬ 
on  between  the  Parts  of  Society,  that 
one  of  them  cannot  be  hurt,  without  of¬ 
fending  the  others. 

The  Definition  of  Commerce,  natural¬ 
ly  followeth  from  what  hath  been  laid. 
Commerce  is  the  ‘P ermutation  of  what 
is  fuperfluous  or  ftp  er  abundant,  for 
what  is  necefary.  A!1  the  Combinati¬ 
ons  that  may  pofiibly  be  found  in  the 
whole  of  Commerce,  are  redt-sceable  to 
the  Principles  here  let  down.  That  is  to 
fay,  the  Growth  of  Power  of  one  Illand, 
will  eafily  be  dilcovered,  by  examining, 
Firft,  whether  its  Land  produceth  more 
Corn  or  equivalent  Commodities,  Se¬ 
condly,  whether  its  Polity  and  Induftry 
encreafe  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants. 
Thirdly,  whether  the  Quantity  of  Pled¬ 
ges,  or  Equivalents  of  Permutations,  be 
in  luch  a  Proportion,  as  giveth  to  every 
Perlbn  an  Opportunity  of  making  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  Ule  of  what  he  pofTcfleth ,  in 
order  to  purchaie  what  he  wanteth. 

With 
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With  thefe  Advantages,  one  of  the 
Iflands  will  loon  break  the  Balance  of 
Equality,  attain  to  a  Superiority  of  Pow¬ 
er,  and  give  Laws  to  the  other  Illands: 
Aftonifhed  at  an  Advancement  to  Power, 
the  Growth  whereof  had  been  concealed 
from  them.  They  will  have  recourle  to 
expensive  and  dilatory  Leagues,  to  un¬ 
equal  and  uncertain  Wars  ;  and  what 
might  have  been  prevented  by  a  wife  Po¬ 
lity,  is  hardly  to  be  repaired  by  the  Cares 
ol  many  Years. 

But  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Hland, 
whom  Superiority  of  Commerce  ihall  have 
rendered  thus  powerful,  ought  to  conduct 
themfelves  by  new  political  Maxims.  For 
they  have  not  attained  to  this  high  De¬ 
gree,  by  any  other  Means  than  lupply- 
ing  themfelves  at  Florae  with  everything 
they  wanted,  without  the  Abidance  ot 
the  other  Idauds,  or  at  lead  at  Imall  Ex¬ 
pence.  Then  the  other  impoveriihed 
Iflands,  will  have  nothing  to  give  in  Ex¬ 
change  for  their  Wants  ;  and  Commerce, 
which  by  its  EfTence  is  reciprocal,  will 
be  alike  dedroyed  between  them  and  the 
aggrandifed  Ifland,  and  reduced  to  loch  a- 
lone,  as  they  can  carry  on,  among  them- 
feives.  What  is  then  the  Intereft  of  the 

predominant 
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predominant  I  Hand  ?  It  is  firfly  to  draw 
over  the  Inhabitants  of  the  impoverilhed 
Iflands,  who  will  abandon  their  Native 
Soil,  to  become  Hirelings  in  Countries 
of  Plenty  ;  and  this  Encreafe  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants  fecureth,  and  may  extend  its  Do¬ 
minion.  In  the  fecond  Place,  the  rich 
Illand  will  fupport  the  Trade  of  thole 
Iflands,  from  which  Hie  hath  nothing  to 
fear;  and  dellroy  the  Trade  of  the  other 
Iflands,  whole  Competition  may  alarm 
her.  Thus  her  Tranquility  will  become 
equal  to  her  Power. 

It  will  not  perhaps  be  amifs,  in  this 
Place,  to  lhew  the  Error  of  thole  who 
think,  that  Countries  abounding  in  Mines 
of  Gold  and  Silver  are  the  richeft.  Be- 
fides  what  Experience  lheweth  us,  that 
thole  Countries  are  always  under  Subjecti¬ 
on  to  others,  it  is  manifelt,  that  Men 
will  not  go  in  quell  of  Merchandize  that 
lerveth  to  feed  Luxury,  or  is  only  of  ufe 
in  making  Contracts,  until  they  have  an 
Overplus  of  the  Commodities  of  abfolute 
Neceflity ;  and  the  PolTelTor  of  Mines 
will  not  be  able  to  work  them,  any  long¬ 
er  than  the  Pofleflor  of  Corn,  will  lup- 
ply  him  with  Corn  to  feed  his  Work¬ 
men.  When  there  is  a  Dearth  of  Corn, 
our  Inhabitants  will  not  employ  them- 

lelvea 
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felyes  in  fitting  out  Ships  for  the  South- 
Seas  (a),  until  they  be  fure  of  having  Breach 
The  natural  Strength  of  a  Country  ari- 
feth  from  its  producing  a  greater  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Commodities  of  the  firft  Nccefiity* 
J  Gold 


( a )  The  Trade  our  Author  referreth  unto, 
in  this  Place,  is  that  which  the  French ,  du¬ 
ring  the  laft  general  War,  were  allowed,  by 
the  King  of  Spain ,  to  carry  on  with  all  the 
Spanijh  Dominions  in  the  South-Sea. 

This  very  advantageous  Commerce,  was 
carried  on  by  private  Societies,  who  fitted  out 
Ships,  principally  at  Saint  Malo ,  and  received, 
in  return  of  the  European  Commodities  they 
fent  into  the  South-Sea ,  large  Quantities  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  which  greatly  fupported  the 
State  of  France  during  that  War. 

In  the  Year  1709,  a  Year  remarkable  for 
a  fevere  Froft,  and  a  Famine  in  France ,  the 
Returns  made  by  thofe  Ships  were  ot  fo  great 
Value,  that  it  is  computed  the  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  carried  into  the  Mints  of  France  that 
Year,  amounted  to  upwards  of  thirty  Milli¬ 
ons  of  Livres,  which  according  to  the  Va¬ 
lue  of  Money  then  in  France ,  came  to  about 
two  Million  of  Pounds  Sterling. 

The  Peace  of  Utrecht  put  an  end  to  this 
Trade,  and  the  Ports  of  the  South-Sea ,  are 
now  fhut  up,  as  well  againft  the  French^  as 
againft  all  other  Nations. 

We  fhall  have  Occafion  to  mention  the 
South-Sea  Company  of  England in  another 
Place. 
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Gold  and  Silver,  which  are  but  Pledges, 
can  purchale  thofe  Commodities  only,  as 
they  abound  in  the  Places  where  they 
are  produced.  And  the  Want  of  theie 
Metals  may  be,  and,  in  Effect,  is  fuppli- 
ed,  by  arbitrary  Reprelentations. 

Amongst  the  Iflands,  which  produce 
Metals,  fuppofing  all  other  Things  to  be 
equal,  that  of  Iron  would  loon  iubdue 
the  Others.  Accordingly,  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  were,  at  firft,  aftonilhed,  when  for 
a  Lump  of  ufelefs  Gold,  they  received 
an  Iron  Tool,  which  they  could  employ 
to  lo  many  different  Ufes.  Whatever 
is  of  natural  Inftitution,  is  in  it  felf  of 
more  Efficacy,  than  what  is  of  arbitrary 
Inftitution. 

It  appeareth  by  the  Title  of  this  EL 
fay,  and  by  what  hath  been  already  laid, 
that  it  doth  not  relate  to  the  Commerce 
of  particular  Perlons  among  themfelves  ; 
but  to  the  Manner  whereby  a  Legiftature 
may  procure  to  its  Nation,  the  ealy 
Means  of  making  an  advantageous  Uie  of 
what  it  can  produce.  We  will  therefore 
add  lome  OblervationS,  relative  to  the 
Legiflatures,  and  to  the  general  Circum- 
ftances  of  Europe,  with  regard  to  its 
Commerce. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  II- 

Of  Corn. 


TH  E  greateft  Plenty  of  Corn,  is  ai- 
inoft  always  fucceeded  by  a  Dearth. 
Perhaps  becaule  the  very  low  Price  of 
Corn,  doth  diicourage  the  Husbandman 
from  Sowing.  Then  mighty  Projects 
are  formed,  for  building  publick  Grana¬ 
ries,  in  order  to  fecure  the  People  againll 
Famine,  at  all  Events.  But  thefe  Pro¬ 
jects,  which  the  prefent  Mifery  brought 
forth,  difappear  by  Degrees,  as  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  the  Evil  weareth  off ;  and  too 
full  of  the  prefent  Circumftances,  there 
is  little  Care  taken,  to  obviate  an  Evil, 
which  appeareth  uncertain  when  it  may 
come  to  pafs,  although  ten  fucceeding 
Years  are  leldom  feen  without  a  Scarcity 
of  Com. 

I  N 
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In  a  fmall  State,  where  the  Crops  are 
fmall,  and  the  Corn  being  always  brought 
from  foreign  Countries,  the  lowering  of 
its  Price  is  never  to  be  feared,  thefc 
Granaries  may  be  of  a  more  extenfive 
Advantage.  A  Management,  under  pru¬ 
dent  Regulations,  may  make  them  gene¬ 
ral  Repolitaries  for  Corn,  without  bur- 
thening  the  Publick  with  the  Charge. 
But  in  a  large  State,  where  the  Crops 
of  Corn  are  frequently  more  than  luf- 
ficient  to  anfvver  the  Necefiities  of  the 
People,  thefo  Granaries  are  liable  to 
great  Inconveniencies.  They  cannot  be 
eredted  and  maintained,  without  great 
Expence.  Bad  Corn  will  be  carried  into 
them,  together  with  the  Good,  and  will 
corrupt  by  keeping.  The  Undertakers 
or  Managers  will  not  bear  the  Lol’s  -  on 
the  contrary,  they  will  endeavour  to 
make  an  Advantage  of  it :  And  the  Le- 
giflature  will  hardly  be  able  to  refill  their 
importunate  Sollicitations,  or  avoid  the 
Snares  they  may  lay  to  fell  preferably 
to  all  others.  From  thence  may  pro¬ 
ceed  bad  Bread,  and  epidemical  Diftem- 

i. 

pers. 


France  hath,  within  it  felf,  the  Pro¬ 
ducts  of  the 


it  til 


Iflaad 


ai  ,  and  many  or 


Suppofi tion  of  the 
—  It  hath  in  a 
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more  efpecial  Manner,  the  Production  of 
Corn,  which  it  can  afford,  almoft  in 
Competition  with  Poland  {a).  But  as  all 
the  Provinces  of  France ,  arc  not  equally 
plentiful,  eipecially  in  the  lame  Years, 
the  Legiflature  may  provide  again!!  the 
Confequences  thereof,  by  taking  cxaCt 

Accounts, 


(a)  Dantzick ,  and  Koningsberg ,  are  the  con- 

fiderable  Cities,  from  whence  the  Corn,  and 
other  Products  of  Poland ,  are  exported. 

The  former  City,  is  iltuated  upon  the  VP 
fiula ,  at  about  a  League  before  this  River 
falleth  into  the  Baltic k  Sea.  The  Courfe  ot 
the  Viftula ,  is  above  100  Leagues,  and  as  it 
pafles  through  many  of  the  rich  Palatinates 
of  Poland ,  fo  it  ferveth  to  bring  down  the 
Products  of  that  fertile  Kingdom,  and  to  carry 
thither,  the  Commodities  brought  from  fo¬ 
reign  Countries  to  Dantzick. 

The  Stores  of  Corn  at  Dantzick ,  are  fo 
very  confiderable,  that  it  is  faid,  above 
800,000  Tuns  have  been  exported  in  one 
Year. 

None  but  a  Burgher  of  Dantzick  can  buy 
the  Corn  of  Poland ,  when  it  is  brought  into 
the  City  •,  but  they  are  obliged  to  buy  all 
that  is  brought,  at  a  Price  regulated  by  the 
Magiltrates. 

This  City  is  a  Hanfe-Town,  the  Capital 
of  Regal  Pruflia ,  and  under  the  Protection  of 

Poland , 

Koningsbergy 
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Accounts,  of  the  Number  of  Inhabitants 
in  each  Province,  and  of  the  Quantities 
of  Corn  faved.  Thus  in  may  permit,  the 
free  Carriage  of  fuperfluous  Corn,  from 
the  plentiful  to  the  barren  Province,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  too  great  Dearnefs 
of  Corn.,  which  is  hurtful  in  one  Pro¬ 
vince,  and  the  low  Price,  which  pre- 
judiceth  the  Husbandman  in  the  other,  {a) 

By 


Koningsberg ,  is  the  Capital  of  Ducal  PruJJia , 
fituated  upon  the  River  Prigel ,  which  rifeth 
in  Lithuania ,  and  ferveth  to  bring  to  this 
City  the  Commodities  of  Lithuania  and  Po¬ 
land  ,  and  falleth  into  a  kind  of  Lake,  that 
hath  a  Communication  with  the  Baltick 
Sea. 

(a)  France  is  divided  into  38  Provinces,  of 
which  17  are  reputed  Stranger-Provinces, 
(. Provinces  reputees  Etrangees ,)  where  Duties 
of  Import  and  Export  are  paid,  at  Offices 
appointed  for  that  purpofe  on  the  Borders  of 
the  Province. 

Thefe  Duties  of  Import  and  Export,  are 
not  only  paid  at  the  Frontiers  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  and  in  the  Provinces  which  are  reputed 
Stranger  $  but  alfo  atentring,  and  going  out, 
of  feveral  of  the  principal  Towns  in  France. 
And  for  this  Purpofe  there  are  Tarifs ,  or 
Books  of  Rate  formed,  of  which  fome  are 
genera],  for  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  others 
particular,  for  fome  Towns,  or  Provin¬ 
ce 
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BV  this  Method  alfo,  the  Legiflature 
may  provide  againfl  a  general  Scarcity  of 
Corn,  which  may  be  more  cafily  prevent¬ 
ed  by  Traders,  who  receive  from  their 
Correfpondents,  feafonable  Accounts  of 
the  Aboundings  and  Wants  of  all  Countries. 
It  is  further  to  be  oblerved,  that  moft 
Scarcities  have  been  owing  ro  panick 
Fears,  which  made  People  lhut  up  their 
Granaries,  and  which  were  not  forced 
open,  through  Weaknefs,  or  interefled 
Views  in  Polity. 

W e  have  wife  Ordinances  relating  to 
the  Corn-Trade,  to  prevent  Abufes  and 
Monopolies ;  particularly,  the  Ordi¬ 
nance  made  at  Ver failles  in  the  Year 
1699  (a)- 

Thus,  this  firft  Care  of  Government, 
the  certainty  of  having  Bread,  is  very 

ealy 

me 


(a)  The  mofl:  important  Ordinances  relating 
to  the  general  Traffick  of  Corn  in  France ,  are 
thofe  of  Charles  the  IX.  in  the  Year 
Henry  III.  in  the  Year  if 77.  Lewis  XIV, 
in  the  Year  1699,  and  Lewis  XV.  dated  the 
29th  of  Aprils  17ZJ 


The 
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eafy  in  France ,  as  it  would  be  in  the 
Ifland  of  Corn.  It  is  much  more  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  of  as  great  Importance,  to 
prevent  its  being  undervalued  in  the 
Time  of  too  great  a  Plenty.  When 

this 


The  Ordinance  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  1699 , 
is  an  Abridgment  of  the  two  former,  and 
may  be  reduced  to  the  three  following 

Heads. 

Firit,  To  prevent  all  Perfons,  except  thofe 
who  bring  Corn  from  foreign  Countries  or 
carry  Corn  out  ol  the  Kingdom,  in  time  of 
Plenty,  by  Virtue  of  general  or  particular 
Licences,  from  undertaking  the  Traffick  of 
Corn,  to  buy,  fell,  or  retail  the  fame  in  the 
Kingdom,  until  they  have  obtained  Licences, 
regiltred  the  fame,  and  taken  an  Oath  as  by 
the  Ordinance  is  directed. 

idly,  All  Sorts  of  Partnerfhips  among  Dea¬ 
lers  in  Corn,  for  carrying  on  the  fame,  are 
forbid  under  fevere  Forfeitures.  But  they  may 
enter  into  fuch  Partnerfhips  with  others,  who 
are  not  Dealers,  provided  their  Contracts  of 
Partnerfhip  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  regi- 
ftred  in  the  Offices  of  Julfice,  who  are  im- 
powered  to  grant  the  Licences. 

3dly,  The  buying,  or  the  earnefting  of 
Wheat  and  other  Grains,  when  growing 
and  before  Harveft,  is  forbid  under  fe- 

f  vere 
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this  happeneth,  particular  Licences  to 
fend  Corn  into  foreign  Countries,  are 
feldom  obtained  from  the  interior  Offi¬ 
cers,  without  paying  for  them,  and  with 
fuch  Formalities,  as  take  away  all  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  thole  Licences,  from  the  Own- 
ers  of  the  Corn. 

W  H  Y 


vere  Penalties  and  Forfeitures.  And  all 
fuch  Contrails  are  declared  to  be  null  and 
void. 

By  the  Ordinance  made  in  the  Year  172.3. 
It  is  declared  5  that  the  King  being  informed, 
that  great  Quantities  of  Corn,  inhead  ot  be¬ 
ing  brought  to  the  publick  Flails,  and  Market 
Places,  were  fold  in  private  Ware-houfes  and 
Lofts,  which  by  giving  an  Opportunity  to 
Monopolies,  occalioned  afeeming  Scarcity  of 
Corn,  in  the  midft  of  the  moll  plentiful 
Harvefts  ;  he  hath,  for  Remedy  of  this  E- 
vil,  ordered,  that  Meal,  Whcat,x  or  other 
Grains,  {hall  not  be  bought,  fold,  or  meafured 
in  any  other  Place,  than  the  Halls,  or  Mar¬ 
ket-places,  or  upon  the  common  Quays  of 
the  Cities,  and  Towns,  where  luch  Quays 
are  etfablifhed.  And  all  Perlons  are  lorbid 
to  fell  or  buy  any  Meal,  Wheat,  or  other 
Grains,  in  any  other  Place,  than  the  publick 
Quays,  Halls,  and  Market-places;  or  to  fend 
to  thofe  Places  any  Samples,  in  order  to  tell 

B  z  afterwards 
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Why  may  not  general  Licences  be 
granted,  revocable,  when  the  Price  of 
Corn  is  fo  high,  as  to  become  burthen- 
fome  on  the  People  ?  (a)  There  cannot 
be  any  Danger  therein. 

It 


afterwards  in  the  Heap,  in  private  Lofts,  Barns, 
Houfes,  or  Store-houfes  5  upon  pain  of  for¬ 
feiting  the  Things  fold  or  bought,  and  one 
thoufand  Livres  Penalty  on  the  Buyer  and  Sel¬ 
ler. 

Befides  thefe  general  Ordinances,  which 
relate  to  the  whole  Kingdom,  there  are,  in 
the  City  of  Paris ,  and  feveral  other  Places 
in  France ,  particular  Regulations  relating  to 
the  Corn-Trade,  and  to  the  fworn  Meafurers 
and  Porters  of  Corn,  in  order  to  prevent 
Monopolies ,  Foreftallers ,  and  Regrators . 

(a)  Corn  of  the  Growth  of  France ,  is 
looked  upon  as  counterband  Goods,  and  is 
not  allowed  to  be  carryed  out  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  how  plentiful  foever  the  Harveft  be* 
without  general  or  particular  Licences. 

General  Licences ,  are  commonly  granted  by 
Arrefts  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  they  are 
according  to  general  Circumftances. 

Thus,  at  fometimes,  Wheat  and  all  other 
Grains  are  allowed  to  be  carried,  free  of  Duty, 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  during  a  Time  fixed 

by 
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It  is,  they  fay,  a  conftant  received 
Maxim,  that  the  great  Plenty  of  a  Com¬ 
modity  is  hurtful.  If  this  Maxim  be 

true. 


by  the  Arrets,  and  at  other  Times  the  Car¬ 
riage  of  Corn  from  one  Province  to  another, 
is  generally  permitted,  whether  by  Sea  or  by 
Land,  without  paying  any  Duty,  or  doing 
any  thing  more,  than  giving  to  the  Inten- 
dants,  Declarations  in  writing,  wherein  is 
mentioned,  the  Places  to  which  the  Corn  is 
to  be  carried  *  andafterwards  producing  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  its  being  carried  thither. 

There  are  likewife  General  Licences  of 
another  Nature,  which  are  granted  in  the 
Time  of  a  great  Scarcity  of  Corn,  and  then 
the  Licences  are  more  general,  for  what  re¬ 
lates  to  the  Tranfportation  of  Corn  from  one 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  to  another.  Thus,  in 
the  Year  1709,  when  a  Famine  was  in  France , 
the  Tranfportation  of  all  Kinds  of  Corn  and 
Grains,  even  Meal  and  Pulfe,  was  permitted, 
from  Town  to  Town,  from  Market  to  Mar¬ 
ket,  and  from  Province  to  Province,  through 
the  whole  Kingdom,  without  requiring  any 
Notice  to  be  given,  or  Formality  to  be  ufed. 

Particular  Licences ,  are  Pad  ports  figned 
by  a  Secretary  of  State,  and  they  contain  the 
Names  of  the  Perfons  to  whom  they  are  grant¬ 
ed,  the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  the  Corn, 
the  Ports,  or  Offices  through  which  it  is  to 
pafs,  the  Places  it  is  to  be  carried  to,  and 
other  Circumftances  of  the  like  Nature. 

B  3  The 
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true,  another,  no  Ids  fo,  may  be  deduced 
from  it ;  which  is,  that  the  Country 
where  this  Maxim  took  its  Rife,  is 
very  ill  regulated  in  Matters  of  Trade. 
For?  as  every  Land  doth  nor  produce  eve¬ 
ry  Thing,  it  is  notpohible  butfome  other 
Countries  muft  be  in  Want  of  this  Com¬ 
modity.  Befides,  this  great  Plenty,  is 

not 


The  Reader  will,  it  is  hoped,  excufe  this 
Account  of  the  Conftitution  of  France  in  the 
Matter  now  before  us  *,  and  he  may  from 
hence  obierve  fome  of  the  Difficulties  which 
that  Country  labours  under  in  its  Inland  Com¬ 
merce,  lincc  the  Commodities,  even  the  Cora 
of  one  Province,  cannot  be  carried  to  another  5 
or,  in  fome  Cafes,  from  one  Part  to  another,  in 
the  fame  Province,  without  paffing  through 
Offices  where  Duties  are  paid,  or  obtaining 
Licences  to  excufe  them  from  thofe  Duties. 
But  the  State  of  France ,  always  watchful  to 
improve  foreign  Commerce,  frequently  iffueth 
Arrets,  which  vary  the  Circumftances  of 
Trade.  Tims  the  Duties  on  Goods,  at  Im¬ 
portation  and  Exportation,  are  often  altered, 
with  Regard  to  Countries,  with  which  France 
hath  not  a  fettled  Treaty  of  Commerce:  And 
Prohibitions  are  laid,  or  taken  off,  according 
as  the  general  Intcreff  of  the  Kingdom,  or 
the  particular  Benefit  of  any  Part  thereof,  re- 
quiretbo 

Many 
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not  conftant,  and  general ;  and  there  is 
enough  of  the  Commodity  to  Lc  ftoicd 
up  again  ft  an  approaching  Scarcity.  Men 
labour  with  no  other  View,  than  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  great  eft  Quantity  of  a  Product : 
By  what  wretched  Contrail  then,  can 
the  obtaining  this  greater  Quantity  become 
hurtful,  when  it  is  not  gained  by  the  Lois 
of  any  other  Perfon  i 

It  may  happen,  indeed,  that  a  Commo¬ 
dity,  not  of  abioiute  Neceffity,  and  the 
Prefervation,  the  Coniumption,  or  the 
fending  away  of  which,  becometh  Ex- 
penftve,  by  Means  of  Taxes ;  is  ieaft  pro¬ 
fitable.  when  in  greateft  Abundance.  The 
more  Wine  there  is,  tne  dearer  ate  the 

Casks,  the  greater  arc  the  Expences  of 

B  4  the 


Many  Inftances  of  this  Nature  might  be 
given,  but  it  may  be  fufficient  to  oui  Pui- 
pofe,  to  obferve,  that  the  Duty  upon  the  Im¬ 
portation  of  Butter  is,  by  the  Tar  if  or  1664. 
twelve  Sols  per  hundred  Weight,  and  as  this 
Tarif  is,  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ,  made  the 
Rule  for  coilefting  the  Duties  on  Goods  im¬ 
ported  from  Holland ,  fo  it  is  never  raifed  to 
a  higher  Rate,  with  refpe&  to  that  Nation  5 
but  the  Cafe  is  other  wife,  with  refpect  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  Ireland,  in  this,  and  many  other  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Trade. 
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the  Vintage,  the  flower  is  the  Sale  of  the 
Wine,  and  the  keeping  thereof  is  the  more 
Expensive.  But  what  the  Proprietor  of 
the  Wine  payeth  more  for  the  Casks,  the 
Owners  of  the  Casks  gain5  the  Labourers 
are  paid  higher  Wages,  the  Inhabitants 
confume  more,  and  for  a  flight  Damage, 
which  perhaps  one  Perfon  fuffereth,  all 
the  reft  of  the  Community  are  Gainers. 
We  fhall  have  Occaflon,  in  difcourflng  of 
Money,  to  explain  this  political  Princi¬ 
ple  of  the  Dearnels  of  Commodities. 

The  meafuring  of  Corn,  (^)by  th  zBoif- 
fean  and  Septier,  with  thole  Names,  com¬ 
mon  through  all  France ,  is  unequal  in  each 
Jurifdicftion.  This  is  attended  with  great 
Perplexity.  For leveral  Years,*  *■**■  even 

until 

( a )  The  principal  Meafure  of  Corn  in 
France ,  is  called  at  Paris ,  and  in  feveral  other 
Towns,  a  Maid ,  which  is  not  a  real  Veflel, 
with  which  Corn  is  meafured,  but  an  Efcima- 
tion  of  feveral  other  Meafures. 

This Muid  of  Paris  containeth  1 z  Septiers , 
the  Septier  I  z  Boiffeaux. 

In  meafuring  Wheat,  the  Septier  of  Pa¬ 
ris ,  containeth  z  Mines ,  the  Mine  z  Minots , 
and  the  Minot  3  Boiffeaux. 

Nineteen  Septiers  of  Paris  are  faid  to  '05 
equal  to  a  Lafl  of  Amfterdam ,  and  to  10 
Quarters  6  Buffets  Engliff  Meafure. 


W  heat 
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until  the  Year  1728,  there  were  two 
Sorts  of  Sols,  (a)  of  fmall  difference  in 

Matter 

W heat  and  other  Grains,  were  loruieriy  told 
and  mealured  in  Ireland ,  as  in  England ,  by  the 
Quarter  confuting  of  2  Barrels,  each  Bar¬ 
rel  containing  4  Bufhels.  But  now,  in  the 
Year  1738,  there  is  a  Law  made  for  buying 
and  felling  of  all  Sorts  of  Corn  and  Meal 
by  Weight,  whereby  40  Stone  of  Rye, 
Wheat,  Meaflin,  Peafe,  and  Beans,  24  Stone 
of  Barley  and  Bear,  22  Stone  ot  Oats,  and 
20  Stone  of  Malt,  are  to  to  be  deemed  equal 
to  a  Quarter  of  thofe  Grams,  and  the  Stone 
is  to  conlilt  of  x4po  unds  Aver  clupois- Weight . 

It  is  faid  the  Paris  Septier  of  good  W  heat, 
ought  to  weigh  248  Pounds  of  Paris .  As 
therefore  19  Septiers  are  equal  to  a  Laft  of 
Amfterdam ,  fo  the  Laft  of  good  Wheat  weighs 
4712  Pounds,  and  the  Tun  being  half  a  Laft, 
is  23  f  6  Pounds  of  Paris. 

And  as  100  Pound  weight  of  Paris ,  or  Am¬ 
fterdam ,  which  are  near  equal,  make  10 9^ 
Pound  of  the  Aver dupois- H^eigkt  ufed  among 
11s,  fo  the  Laft  of  Wheat  containeth  f  160  Pound 
Aver  dupois -Weighty  or  4  6  hundred  Weight, 
at  1 12  Pound  to  the  hundred  Weight.  And 
according  to  this  Rate,  9  Quarters  and  one 
Fifth  of  a  Quarter  of  Wheat,  at  40  Stone 
each,  are  of  equal  Weight  with  a  Laft  of 
Amfterdam ,  and  with  10  Quarters  6  Bufhels 
of  the  Meafure  ufed  in  England. 

{a)  The  Soft  or  Sou,  is  a  real  Piece  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  as  in  this  Place 5  or  an  imaginary  Coin 
of  Accounts.  Xhe 
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Matter  and  Form,  but  of  unequal  Va¬ 
lue;  one  of  them  palling  for  nine  Ly- 
ards,  (a)  the  other  for  (even.  This  gave 
occafion  to  frequent  Miftakes  in  Pay¬ 
ments,  and  created  new  Perplexities  in 
the  Markets:  We  may  add  thereunto  the 
Difference  of  Weights.  All  theie  mani¬ 
fold  Intricacies ,  embarrafs  Commerce,  and 
make  it  run  heavy  and  dull. 


I  r 


The  real  Sol,  is  a  fmall Piece  of  Money 
made  of  Copper  mixed  with  Silver,  more  or 
lei's,  according  to  the  Times  and  Places, 
when  and  where  it  was  coined. 

The  different  Kinds  of  Sols  coined  in  Fra  nee, 
and  the  many  Alterations  in  the  Coin  of  that 
Kingdom,  introduced  the  Confufion  here 
complained  of. 

The  Sol  of  Account,  is  the  twentieth  Part 
of  a  Lime ,  and  it  is  divided  into  twelve 
Deniers.  Thus  Accounts  are  kept  in  France, 
by  Limes ,  Sous,  and  Deniers. 

(a)  The  Lyarcl  is  the  fourth  Part  of  the 
Sol  of  Account,  equal  to  three  Deniers.  There 
are  likewife  real  Lyards  made  of  Coppei,  and 
formerly  of  Copper,  mixed  witn  fome  Silver. 
Thofe  of  pure  Copper  were  firft  coined  in  the 
Year  16^4.  and  of  late  none  or  the  others 
have  been  made. 
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It  will  not  be  amifs,  in  this  Place, 
to  fet  down  what  is  laid  upon  this  Sub¬ 
ject,  in  the  excellent  Dictionary  of  Com¬ 
merce.  (a) 

“  This  Diverfity  of  Weights, *  *  not  to 
**  be  remedied  for  all  Nations  in  gene- 
“  ral,  and  very  difficult  to  be  altered 
“  in  particular  States,  is,  without  doubt, 

one  of  the  mod  intricate  Things  in 
“  Trade,  by  Realon  of  the  continual 
“  Reductions,  Merchants  are  obliged  to 
“  make  of  one  Weight  to  another,  and 
“  of  their  being  fubjeCt  to  Miftake  in 
“  thole  Arithmetical  Operations. 

“It  hath  been  often  attempted  in 
“  France,  where  this  Difference  in 
“  Weights  is  greater  than  in  any  other 
“  State,  to  reduce  them  all  to  one  Stan- 
“  dard,  but  to  no  Purpofe. 

“  Charlemagne 


(a)  This  is  a  pofthumous  Work  of  Jacques 
Savary  des  BruJlons ,  Infpcftor  General  of  Ma¬ 
nufactures  at  the  Cultom-Houfe  of  Paris , 
pubhihed  by  Philemon  Louis  Savary  his  Bro¬ 
ther  in  the  Year  172.3,  to  which  a  Supple¬ 
ment  was  added  in  the  Year  1730. 

*  He  faith  the  fame  Thing  of  Meafures. 
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“  Charlemagne  (a)  was  the  firftof  our 
“  Kings  who  formed  the  Defign,  and  he 
“  perfifted  ill  it.  *Philipt  ( b )  firnamcd 
“  the  Long ,  proceeded  even  to  carry  it 
“  into  Execution:  But  it  was  fcarce  fet 
on  Foot,  when  the  Defign,  although 
“  To  very  laudable,  and  fo  very  ufeful, 
“  caufed  a  Rebellion,  which  was  almoft 
“  general  in  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Cler- 
“  gy  and  Nobility  combined  with  the 
Cities  to  put  a  Stop  to  it. 

“  T  h  e  R  e  are  ftill  to  be  feen  feveral  Or- 
“  dinances  made  by  Lewis  IX.  (c)  Fran- 
“  cis  I.  ( d )  Henry  II.  (c)  Charles  IX. 
“  (/)  and  Henry  ill.  ( g )  upon  this  Sub¬ 
ject, 


(a)  Charlemagne  begun  his  Reign  in  the  Year 
768.  and  died  in  814. 

(b)  This  was  Philip  V.  whofe Reign  began 
in  1316,  and  ended  in  the  Year  132,2. 

(c)  This  King’s  Reign  commenced  in  the 
Tear  1468,  and  he  died  in  1483. 

Cl)  Francis  I.  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year 
if  if,  and  he  died  in  If  47. 

(e)  Henry  II.  iucceeded  Francis  I.  and  he 
died  Anno  iff?. 

(/)  Charles  IX.  begun  his  Reign  in  the 
Year  if 60,  and  died  in  if 74. 

(g)  Henry  III.  fuccceded  Charles  IX.  and 
was  murthered  by  Jacques  Clements  a  Domini¬ 
can  Fryarinthe  Year  if8?. 
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“  jed,  which  have  never  been  carried 
“  into  Execution.  To  conclude,  when 
“  in  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  {a)  they 
“  were  compiling  the  Code  Marchand,  {b) 
“  this  Projed  was  again  propofed  j  but  the 
moil  skilful  Traders  in  Paris ,  having 
“  been  confulted  upon  it,  and  among 
“  others  Monfieur  Savary ,  who  was  one 
“  of  the  Council  appointed  for  this  Rc- 
“  gulation  :  This  Perlon  produced  ex- 
“  cellent  Oblervations,  which  are  dill 
5‘  in  being,  whereby  he  pointed  out  the 
*  ‘  only  Means  by  which  this  Projed  could 
“  be  brought  to  fucceed,  and  the  almoft 
“  unfurmountable  Difficulties  which,  as 
he  apprehended,  would  for  ever  ob- 
“  llrud  it.” 


This  could  never  have  been  forefeen 
by  a  Ipeculative  Politician,  unacquainted 
with  the  Force  of  popular  Prejudices. 
The  Czar  ‘Peter  found  it  a  mod  difficult 

Matter, 


(a)  Lewis  XIV.  began  his  Reign  in  1543, 
and  died  in  the  Year  1715s. 

(£)  This  is  a  Body  of  Laws  relating  to 
Trade,  which  were  made  by  Lewis  XIV.  in 
the  Year  1673.  We  fhall  have  Occafion  to 
mention  fome  of  thefeLaws,  in  other  Parts  of 
this  Work, 


t 
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Matter,  to  make  the  Mufcovites  eut  off 
their  Beards,  {a) 

We 


(a)  Wife  Governors  will  pay  fome  Regard, 
even  to  popular  Prejudices.  Thus  that  wife 
and  great  Prince,  Peter  the  Fil'd  of  that 
Name,  Czar  of  Mufcovy ,  did  not  attempt  to 
reform  and  civilize  his  Subjects,  until  he  had 
fhewn  them  the  Beauty  and  Benefits  of  Ci¬ 
vil  Polity,  by  many  Examples  drawn  from 
foreign  Countries,  and  by  a  moderate  Exer- 
cife  of  his  arbitrary  Power.  He  ufed  Means 
to  convince  his  People,  that  what  he  propo- 
fed  for  their  Benefit,  was  really  fo  ;  rather 
than  force  them  to  an  implicit  Obedience  of 
his  Commands  :  And  he  had  his  own  Face 
ihaved,  before  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  Sub¬ 
jects  cut  off  their  Beards. 

If  it  be  of  Ufe,  to  treat,  even  the  Preju¬ 
dices  of  an  uncivilized  People,  with  fo  much 
Caution  j  and  the  lurprizing  Succels  of  the 
Czars  ConduCt  proves  it,  how  neceffary  muff 
it  be,  to  give  Ear  to  the  univerial  Cries  of  a 
Nation,  when  they  proceed  from  Sufferings 
which  they  really  feel.  A  proper  Deference 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  general  Opinion  and 
Clamours  of  Perfons,  who  are  belt  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Grievances  they  complain  of,  or 
apprehend  i  for  too  great  a  Neglect  in  fu^h  a 
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We  do  not  however  think,  that  the 
making  a  general  Regulation  of  Weights 
and  Meafures,  is  16  difficult  a  matter  as 
this  Author  reprelenteth  it.  Times  are' 
changed,  and  although  the  Populace  be, 
and  eternally  will  remain  the  lame,  yet 
the  middle  Order  of  Men,  whole  Senti¬ 
ments  they  generally  follow,  is  become 
more  knowing,  and  is  more  engaged  by 
Intereft  to  follow,  than  to  oppole  this 
Reformation. 

When  this  Work  lhall  be  performed, 
it  is  to  the  Weight,  and  Corn-meafures 
of  Tarts,  that  all  others  ought  to  be 
adjufted,  with  a  Table  for  the  Reducti¬ 
on  of  Rents  and  Duties  payable  in  Kind. 
The  Tun,  (a)  and  its  Subdivifions,  appears 
to  be  the  general  Meafure,  that  is  moll 
convenient  for  Liquors,  becaufe  many 

Nations 


Cafe,  may  introduce  Panicles,  and  Mifchiefs 
which  no  fubfequent  Care,  may  be  able  to  re¬ 
move,  or  remedy. 

(a)  The  Rourcleaux  Tun  containeth  four 
Hoglheads,  which  make  three  Muids  of  Pa¬ 
ris.  And  here  the  Maid  is  a  real  Cask  made 
ufe  of  for  Wine  and  other  Liquors,  and  is 
divided  into  Half- Muids ,  Quarter- Muids.  and 
Half- Quarter- Muids 


In 
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Nations  of  Europe  are  acquainted  with  it, 
and  make  ufe  thereof  in  meafuring  Ships. 
And  although  this  be  for  Dead-weight, 
*  yet  it  is  always  relative  to  our  Wine 
Casks.  There  are,  without  doubt,  many 
uleful  Explications  upon  this  Subjedt,  in 
the  before-mentioned  Papers  of  Monfieur 
Savary. 

Let  us  proceed  further  ;  where  is  the 
Foundation  of  all  thole  Meafures  fixed  ? 
No  one  knoweth,  becaufe  there  is  no 
fuch  Thing  in  being.  It  is  arbitrarily 
iettled  in  each  Country,  and  this  makes 


In  England  and  Ireland ,  zfz  Gallons  make 
a  Tun  of  Wine,  and  63  Gallons  a  Hog¬ 
shead,  but  the  Gallon  is  not  the  fame  in  both 
Countries. 

The  Wine  Gallon  in  England  containeth 
231  cubicle  Inches,  lo  that  cubick 

Inches,  make  a  Hogfhead,  and  f 8, 21 2  a  Tun. 
But  in  Ireland ,  the  Gallon  is  computed  at 
only  217. <5.  cubick  Inches.  Therefore  1 3, 708. 
8.  cubick  Inches  make  a  Hogfhead,  and 
5-4835-.  2.  a  Tun.  Thus  the  Gage  of  a  Hog¬ 
fhead  of  Wine  in  Ireland ,  is  lefs  than  in  Eng- 
land ,  by  near  four  Gallons.  And,  as  of  late 
the  Gauging  of  Wine  hath  been  introduced. 
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the  Diverfity  of  them  to  be  fo  great,  and 
fo  very  troublefome.  There  is  a  Mea¬ 
fure  that  might  eafily  be  made  common 

C  to 


by  a  Judgment  in  the  Exchequer,  in  Order 
to  levy  the  Duties  on  Importation  in  Casks 
of  an  unufual  Size,  it  may  be  a  Queltion, 
whether,  fince  the  Aft  of  Excife  (14  and  iy 
Car.  2.  cap.  8.)  declareth,  that  zfz  Gall,  is 
the  juft  Meafure  of  a  Tun,  this  muft  not  be 
underftood,  according  to  the  Meafure  ufed  in 
England  ? 

There  is  likewife  a  Difference  between  the 
'.Ale-Gallon  in  England ,  and  in  Ireland .  I n  Eng¬ 
land,  it  conraineth  282  cubick  Inches,  where¬ 
as  in  Ireland ,  it  is  only,  as  the  JVine-Gallon , 
computed  at  217.  6.  Thus  32  Gallons,  which 
make  the  Barrel  of  Ale  in  England ,  contain 
P024.  cubick  Inches,  which  are  equal  to  near 
41  \  Gallons,  of  the  Meafure  ufed  in  Ireland . 

The  Inland  Excife  on  Beer,  Ale  and  ftrong 
Waters,  and  the  Duties  on  Spirits,  and  feveral 
other  imported  Liquids,  were  formerly  levied 
by  the  Gallon  containing  272  ~  cubick  Inches, 
which  by  the  12  of  CL  Elizabeth  cap.  3.  is 
lodged  in  the  Exchequer,  as  a  ftandard  Mea¬ 
sure  for  Corn,  and  by  that  Statute  is  called 
an  Ale  Gallon.  But  by  the  Management  of  the 
Farmers  of  the  Revenue,  at  a  Time  when 
Parliaments  were  not  frequent  in  this  King¬ 
dom,  the  Gallon  for  Liquids  was  reduced  to 
the  prefent  Dimenfion. 
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to  all  civilized  Nations.  It  is  the  Mea- 
lure  of  the  Pendulum  to  fwing  Seconds, 
which  is  alike  determined,  every  where, 
at  3 6  Inches  8  Lines  and  a  half  (a).  By 
proceedingfrom  this,  every  Thing  might  be 
uniformly  meafured  and  weighed.  It  is 
even  to  be  hoped  that  thole  Nations  who 
prefer  a  defective  Kalender ,  ( b )  to  one 
that  hath  been  re&ifyed  by  a  Power 
that  is  odious  to  them,  would  not  refule 
to  comply  with  this  new  Meafure. 


(a)  The  Foot-Royal  of  Paris ,  is  divided 
into  iz  Inches,  each  Inch  into  iz  Lines. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  Length  of  a  Pendu¬ 
lum  to  fwing  Seconds,  in  our  Latitude,  is  juft 
_3i>-  Inches ,  fo  that  the  Foot-Royal  of  Paris , 
is  equal  to  iz.8  Inches^  Englijh  Meafure. 

(b)  The  Kalender  is  a  Table,  in  which  are 
fet  down  all  the  Days  of  the  Year,  in  a  re¬ 
gular  Dilpofition,  according  to  their  Months, 
with  aDiftribution  of  them  into  Weeks. 

A  Tropical ,  or  true  Solar  Year,  is  the  Time 
wherein  the  Sun ,  or  rather  the  Earth ,  com- 
pleats  its  Courfe  in  the  Ecliptick ,  and  con- 

iifteth  of  jdy  Days,  f  Hours,  and  4<?  Mi¬ 
nutes. 


The 
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I  t  is  a  vulgar  and  weak  Obje&ion,  to 
fay  ;  Have  not  People  lived  hitherto 
without  this  Regulation  ?  For  Anfwer : 

Wherefore 


The  Egyptian  Year,  fo  called,  becaufe  ob- 
ferved  in  that  Country,  con liileth  of  3 
Days,  and  is  lefs  than  the  Tropical  Tear ,  by 
almoft  6  Hours.  By  neglefting  thefe  <5  Hours, 
it  happens  that  four  fuch  Years,  are  lefs,  than 
four  Tropical  or  Solar  Years,  by  a  whole 
Day,  and  therefore  in  1460  Years,  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Years,  moves  through  all  the 
Seafons  of  the  Year. 

Julius  Ccefar  perceiving  this,  ordered,  that 
every  fourth  Year  fhould  have  an  intercalary 
Day,  which  is  put  in  the  Month  of  February , 
and  therefore,  this  Year,  confiding  [of  3 66 
Days,  is  called  the  Leap-Year. 

The  Time  appointed  by  Julius  Ccefar^  for 
the  Solar  Year,  is  too  much.  For  as  the  Sun 
finifheth  hisCourfe  in  the  Ecliptick,  in  3 6f 
Days,  f  Hours,  and  49  Minutes,  to  he  begins 
again  his  round,  11  Minutes  before  the  Civil 
Year  is  ended,  and  this,  in  131  Years,  will 
make  the  Difference  of  a  whole  Day. 

In  the  Year  if 82,  when  the  Kalender  was 
corrected,  it  was  found  that  the  Sun  entred 
the  Equinoctial  Circle,  on  the  1  ith  of 
March  ^  and  was  departed  ten  whole  Days  from 
Its  former  Place  in  the  Year.  Therefore 

C  z  Gregory 
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Wherefore  flrould  we  have  Wheat,  fince 
Men  formerly  lived  upon  Acorns  ?  Have 
we  not  been,  until  the  laft  Century^  with¬ 
out  the  Conveniency  of  Polls,  without 
Lamps  to  enlighten  our  Streets,  and  with¬ 
out 


Gregory ,  the  XIII  of  that  Name,  Bifhop  of 
Rome ,  defigning  to  place  the  Equino£ties  in 
their  former  Situation,  in  refpefl  of  the  Year* 
took  thefe  ten  Days  out  of  the  Kalender  that 
Year:  And  to  prevent  theSeafonsof  the  Year 
from  going  backwards  as  they  did  before,  he  or¬ 
dained,  that  every  hundreth  Year,  which  inthe 
"Julian  Form,  was  to  be  a  Leap  lear ,  ihould  be 
a  common  Year,  and  confift  of  only  3 <5y 
Days*  but,  becaufethat  was  too  much,  every 
fourth  hundred  Year,  was  to  remain  a  Leap 
Year. 

This  new  Form  of  the  Year,  is  called  the 
Gregorian  Year,  or  New  Stile.  It  is  received 
in  France ,  Spain ,  Italy ,  Germany ,  and  in  all 
the  Countries  where  the  Pope's  Authority  is 
acknowledged  ;  as  likewife,  lately,  in  feveral 
Countries  where  the  reformed  Religion  is 
obferved.  But  in  Great  Britain ,  Ireland ,  and 
fome  Northren  Countries,  the  Julian  Form 
of  the  Year  is  ftill  retained,  and  is  called  Old 
Style.  The  Reader,  whole  Pardon  we  crave 
for  entertaining  him  with  this  Obfervation, 
may  from  hence  fee  the  Reafon  of  the  Diffe¬ 
rence  of  Eleven  Days,  between  the  Old,  and 
the  New  Stile. 
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out  the  new  Bridge  at  Paris  ?  and  do 
we  not  live  conveniently  enough,  al¬ 
though  half  our  Roads  are  almod  impaf- 
fable  ?  Ask  the  Carrier,  who  in  the  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  a  Province,  Icarce  known  to 
the  Intendant,  is  obliged  to  pals  often  o- 
ver  thele  bad  Roads,  how  much  he  is 
fatigued,  and  how  many  Horfes  he  lofeth  ? 
He  will  tell  you,  he  looketh  upon  the 
Lamps  in  Cities,  to  be  by  fo  much  the 
more  needlels,  as  he  is  never  to  be 
lighted  by  them,  although  he  contributeth 
towards  their  Support. 

Societies  are  removed  from  the 
Condition  of  Savages,  only  in  Proporti¬ 
on  to  the  Greater,  and  more  general 
Conveniencies  they  procure  to  themfelves. 
The  Legiflator  hath  the  Inhabitant  of 
the  Pyrenean  Mountains,  as  much  in  his 
View,  as  the  Citizen  of  Paris.  All  his 
People  are  equally  near  unto  him,  and 
it  were  to  enjoy  with  Ingratitude,  the 
Benefits  of  our  admirable  Polity,  not  to 
give  it  due  Praife  upon  this  Occafion. 
This  eflential  Part  of  Government,  for¬ 
merly  lo  little  underflood  in  France ,  and 
Hill  fo  greatly  negledted  by  mod  of  our 
Neighbours,  hath  made  a  mod  furprizing 
Progrefs  amongd  us,  fince  the  Beginning 
of  the  lad  Reign.  The  prudent  Laws  of 

C  3  our 
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cur  Polity  comprehend  almolt  every 
Thing;  and  what  is  yet  more,  they 
are  executed,  with  as  much  Care,  as 
the  great  Variety  of  Matter  they  re¬ 
late  to,  will  permit.  A  conftant  Vigi¬ 
lance,  neither  too  remifs,  nor  too  inquifi- 
tive,  liipprefleth  only  thole  Things,  which 
might  difturb  the  publick  Tranquility.  (*) 
And  when,  in  whatfolloweth,  ic  vv ill  ap¬ 
pear,  that  we  wilh  for  lomething  more,  with 
relation  to  Trade,  it  isbecaufe,  the  nearer 
our  Polity  is  to  Perfe&ion,  which  can 
be  fo  eafily  attained,  the  greater  is  our 
Concern,  to  fee  the  lealt  Delay  given  there¬ 
unto  (a\ 

The 


(*)  This  was  the  favourite  Maxim  of  Mon- 
fieur  D'  Argenfon ,  Lieutenant  de  Police  in  Pa¬ 
ris. 

(a)  What  an  Incitement,  ought  this  Enco¬ 
mium  of  the  French  Polity  to  be,  to  the  Le¬ 
gislatures  of  Countries,  where  Liberty  is  faid 
to  be  enjoyed  in  great  Perfection,  and  where 
the  People  have  a  Share  in  making  Laws,  to 
procure  to  the  Inhabitants,  Means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  all  the  Conveniencies  of  Life,  in  the  molt 
general  and  extenfive  Manner?  Bur,  -  - 
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The  greateft  of  all  Maxims,  and  the  belt 
underftood  is,  that  Commerce  requircth 
only  Liberty,  and  Protedion  :  And,  if  Li¬ 
berty  be  any  way  Reftrained,  in  the  Arti¬ 
cle  of  Corn,  it  ought  to  be  allowed  in  its 
full  Extent,  with  Relped  to  all  other  Wares 
and  Merchandize.  The  Scarcity  or  Plen¬ 
ty  of  them,  their  being  dear  or  cheap, 
can  only  fubfift  for  a  fhort  Time,  and  it 
is  of  very  little  Confequence.  This  Va¬ 
riation  is  not  hurtful  to  the  People  in 
general,  and  it  is  advantageous  to  the 
Trader,  whom  it  exciteth  to  Labour. 

I  n  the  alternative  between  Liberty 
and  Protedion,  it  would  do  I e(s;  hurt 
to  take  away  Protedion,  than  Liberty. 
For  with  Liberty,  the  Power  of  Com¬ 
merce  alone,  can  hold  the  Place  of  Pro¬ 
tedion.  In  the  lad;  War,  the  Traders  of 
Bourdeaux  fitted  out  a  Frigate,  at  their 
own  Expence,  to  guard  the  Entrance  of 
their  River. 

T  o  abate  the  Duty  of  a  Merchandize, 
in  Favour  of  a  particular  Perfon,  upon 
any  Pretence  wharfoever,  is  one  Method 
of  taking  away  Liberty  in  Trade.  This 

C  4  is 
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is  to  authorize  a  Monopoly,  ( a )  which 
becometh  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  is  un¬ 
der  Shelter  of  the  Law.  In  this  Cafe  the 

general 


(a)  The  Power,  formerly  exercifed  by  fomc 
of  the  Kings  of  England ,  of  granting  Privi¬ 
leges,  which  gave  Way  to  Monopolies,  is 
now  entirely  difclaimed. 

There  is,  however,  a  Practice  lately  intro¬ 
duced,  which,  although  it  be  not  attended 
with  all  the  pernicious  Confequences  of  a 
Monopoly,  is  very  detrimental  to  the  State, 
and  to  Trade.  This  is  the  Clandeftine  Im¬ 
portation  of  feveral  Commodities,  fome  of 
which  the  Legiilature  hath  thought  fit  to 
prohibit,  in  order  to  encourage  Manufactures 
at  Home,  and  to  impofehigh  Duties  on  Ci¬ 
thers,  to  anfwer  the  Exigencies  of  the  State. 
Butthefe  clandeftine  Dealers,  defeat  the  good 
Intentions  of  the  Legiilature,  debauch  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  from  that  Obedience, 
which  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Country,  introduce  fraudulent  Practices, 
which  are  frequently  attended  with  Blood- 
fhed,  Murtber  and  Perjury,  and  make  it  im¬ 
practicable  for  generous  fair  Traders,  to  car¬ 
ry  on  their  Commerce,  in  Competition  with 
them.  It  is  therefore  neceflary  to  prevent 
thole  wicked  Practices,  by  means,  which 
may  remedy  the  Evil,  without  obftruc- 
ting  the  fair  Trader,  or  endangering  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  the  People. 
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general  Traders,  who  could  procure,  by 
Means  of  their  Correfpondencies,  fuch  a 
Plenty  of  the  Merchandize,  as  the  Quanti¬ 
ty  thereof,  compared  with  the  Demand  for 
it  by  all  Nations,  would  permit,  mull  re¬ 
main  inactive  ;  whereas  the  greedy  Per/bn, 
who  is  privileged,  with  all  the  Advantages 
he  hath,  will  iell  dearer,  and  perhaps  re- 
ceiveAmends,  for  pretended  LolTes. 

A  n  Advantage  equal  to  this,  is 
fometimes,  yet  more  imprudently,  given 
to  Foreigners,  by  Taxes,  and  new  Diffi¬ 
culties  impoied  upon  our  felves ;  where¬ 
by  they  are  put' upon  a  Level  with  us  in 
Trade,  and  iometimes  in  a  Condition  to 
tjnderlel  us.  We  will  give  only  one  ex¬ 
traordinary 


If  Gentlemen  of  the  Country,  could  be 
induced  to  give  a  helping  Hand,  the  Work 
would  be  eafily  effected.  But  any  Propofal 
that  may  tend  this  Way,  will,  perhaps,  be  ill 
received,  and  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  Country  Gentlemen,  do  not  voluntari¬ 
ly  intermeddle  therein,  when  they  fee  Exam¬ 
ples  of  a  kind  of  Averfion,  from  receiving 
the  Aid  of  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  in  levying  the 
publick  Taxes. 


rraordinary  Inftance  of  this  Kind.  In 
the  Time  cf  the  Iafl  War,  a  Duty,  with 
a  fevere  Method  of  exacting  it,  was  laid 
upon  playing  Cards  made  in  France.  ( a ) 
This  Duty  produced,  upon  a  Farm,  fifty 
thoufand  Livres  a  Year.  And  this  infigni- 
ficant,  trifling  Confideration,  was  the 
Caufe  of  our  lofing  the  general  Traffick  of 
Cards,  which  is  now  reduced  ro  our  own 

Confiimption, 


(a)  It  is  apprehended,  that  the  Duty,  of 
fix  pence  a  Pack,  impoled  upon  playing  Cards 
made  in  Ireland ,  is  prejudicial  to  this  Manu¬ 
facture  amongft  us,  and  helps  to  enlarge  the 
Traffick  of  France  in  that  Article.  For  it  is 
but  too  vifible,  that  large  Quantities  of  Cards 
are  clandeftinely  imported,  and  made  Ufe  of^ 
in  the  Kingdom. 

The  Grofs  Produce  of  this  Tax  (which 
exceedeth  the  Value  of  the  Manufacture)  is 
about  i too/,  a  Year*  and  this  is  too  insig¬ 
nificant  and  trifling  a  Confideration,  to  be  put 
in  Competition  with  the  Benefits  of  any  Ma¬ 
nufacture  whatfoever. 

This]Duty,  with  fome  others,  is,  by  the  5. 
K.  Geo.  z.  cap.  3.  appropriated,  to  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Tillage,  and  Inland  Navigati¬ 
on  j  and  it  is  hoped  the  Reader  will  not 
be  difpieafed,  with  our  incerting,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Account  of  the  Grofs  Produce  of  thofe 

feveral 
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Confumption,  and  that  of  our  Colonies 
nonvithftanding  the  Duty  is  fupprdTcd! 
The  Reafon  is,  that  a  Trade  once  loft, 
is  with  great  Difficulty  recovered,  es¬ 
pecially  with  Neighbours,  who  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  take  Advantage  of  our  Errors. 

The  Consideration  of  laying  a  gene¬ 
ral  Excife  upon  Corn,  with  a  Method 
of  Colle&ing  it  at  the  Mill,  is  of  too 
great  a  Compafs  to  be  treated  in  this  Pa¬ 
per. 


Several  Duties,  from  the  Time  of  their  Com¬ 
mencement,  to  the  Zfth  Day  of  March  1737. 

Duty  on  Cards  ------- 

on  Dice  -  --  --  --  - 

on  Wrought  Plate  -  - 
on  Imported  Plate  -  -  - 
on  Coaches,  Chariots, 
and  Chaifes,  not  let 
out  to  Hire 

Fines  received  -  --  ------ 


Total  for  feven  Years  -  -  -  - 
Medium  for  one  Year  -  -  -  - 


77s3 

7 

286 

18 

6778 

I  I 

lOfl 

r3 

7871 

if 

6 

4 

*3179 

IO 

3368 

10 

4 

8 


It  is  well  known,  that  the  Produce  0 
this  Fund,  hath  been  hitherto  employed,  ii 

makini 
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per.  It  hath  been  often  propofed  to  lay 
a  general  Excife  upon  Salt,  which  is  a 
Product  of  an  uniform  Price,  and  Con- 
fumption,  with  a  Method  of  Management 
at  the  Salt-pits.  How  many  Men,  and 
what  great  Expences  would  be  laved  by 
each  of  thefe  Taxes  (a) !  But  although,  at 
fir  ft  Sight,  there  appearcth  a  great  deal 
of  Simplicity  and  Eale,  in  the  Execution, 
yet  as  one  proceedeth  in  confidering  the 
Particulars  thereof,  the  Difficulties  multi¬ 
ply,  and  it  is  dangerous  to  endeavour  to 
reform  Abufes,  againft  the  Grain  of  ftrong- 
Jy  received  Prejudices.  Neverthelefs,  how 

glorious 


making  a  Canal  between  Newry  and  Lough 
JVeagb,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  this  Naviga¬ 
tion  will  be  compleated  in  a  few  Years, 
that  fome  other  ufeful  Work  may  be  fet  on 
foot. 

(a)  In  order  to  fee  the  Reafon  of  our  Au¬ 
thors  recommending  a  general  Excife  upon 
Corn,  and  Salt  5  it  will  be  neceffary  to  con- 
fider  the  heavy  Taxes  of  Aydes ,  Tallies ,  and 
Gabelles ,  under  which  the  People  of  France 
labour,  and  of  which  wc  will  hereafter  take 
fome  Notice  ;  as  alfo,  the  great  Number  of 
Officers  employed  in  levying  thole  Taxes, 
and  their  Oppreffions  upon  the  lower  Sort  of 
People. 
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glorious  would  it  be,  to  contribute,  with  fo 
much  Courage,  towards  the  Happinels  of 
io  many  thoulands  of  People ! 

Let  us  fee  what  is  (aid  upon  this  Sub¬ 
ject  in  the  Political  Teftamcnt  of  Cardi¬ 
nal  Richelieu.  ( a )  “  Among  the  leveral 
Superintendants  of  the  Finances,  who 
were  in  my  Time,  I  have  feen  lomeof 
the  molt  intelligent,  in  what  relateth 
to  the  King’s  Trealure,  who  computed 
‘  the  Duty  upon  Salt,  collected  at  the 
Pits,  to  be  of  equal  Value  with  the 
Indies  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  who 
kept  this  Secret  as  a  true  Foundation 
■  ‘  of  Eafe  to  the  People,  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation  and  Opulency  of  the  State, 
“  Infhort,  &c.  ‘  ’ 

Ease  of  the  People!  Reformati- 
On,  and  Opulency  of  the  State!  What 
Objects  are  thefe  for  a  Legiflator  ! 
And  how  can  he,  after  having  once  had 
them  in  view,  regard  any  others,  but 
as  they  tend  to  favour  them  !  Such 

a 

w 


{a)  This  great  Statefman  of  the  Family  of 
riejjis  111  France ,  was  born  on  the  rth  of  \et>- 
t ember,  iy8y  and  died  on  the  4th  of  DeceL 

Zl  ^r4r’  ab°™Ur  Months  before  the  De¬ 
rmic  of  Lewis  XIII. 
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a  Secret,  inflead  of  being  kept,  ought  to 
be  publilhed  every  where.  What  would 
People  think  of  a  Phyfician,  who  being 
polTelTed  of  the  univerlal  Remedy,  would 
wait  for  a  Plague  to  make  uie  of  it. 

I  t  appeareth  lefs,  by  this  myfterious 
Book,  than  by  the  Operations  of  this 
Minifter,  that  he  was  too  much  taken  up 
with  two  Objects.  One  was,  to  unravel 
fecret  Intrigues,  in  order  to  raiie  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  King,  by  humbling  the 
great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  from  which 
he  had  feen  fo  many  fatal  Effects :  The 
other  was,  foreign  Negotiations  againll  the 
Houle  of  Auftria.  In  greater  Tranqui¬ 
lity,  his  Genius,  and  his  great  Courage, 
might  have  led  him  to  make  the  moft  hap¬ 
py  Reformations. 

His  SuccefTor  and  Difciple,  ( a )  almoft 
conftantly  the  Objedt  of  publick  Hatred, 

ami  dll' 


(a)  Cardinal  Mazarin ,  by  Birth  an  Italian , 
was,  foon  after  the  Demife  of  Lewis  XIII. 
choien  by  the  Queen  Regent,  to  fucceed  Car¬ 
dinal  Richelieu ,  in  the  Office  of  Prime  Mini¬ 
fter.  He  underftood  foreign,  but  was  igno¬ 
rant  of  home  Affairs,  which  are,  at  lead,  as 

neceflary  to  be  known,  in  order  to  govern  a 
3  State 
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amidll  the  Horrors  of  a  Civil  War,  lcfc 
Polity,  Commerce,  and  the  Finances, 
to  the  Guidance  of  Chance.  But  every 
thing  might  be  expe&ed  from  him,  after 
the  'Pyrenean  Peace,  (a)  if  he  were  to 
be  judged  of,  by  the  Spirit  and  Senti¬ 
ments,  which  appear  in  his  Letters  upon 
that  Treaty. 

Cardinal  H'ojfat  gave  an  excellent 
Leflon  to  thefe  two  Minifters^in  a  Letter  he 
wrote  from  Rome,  to  Henry  IV.  {b)  whole 
Ambaflador  and  Agent  he  was.  A  Say¬ 
ing  that  is  now  become  common.  Take 
Care  op  your  Affairs  at  Howe,  and  they 
will  go  well  here  (c) .  And  in  Truth, 
what  better  Way  is  there  to  negotiate* 
that  is  to  lay,  to  demand  what  ^s  due, 

than 


State  according  to  its  true  Intereft.  What 
is  nearelf  to  the  Heart,  is  oi  greater  Confc- 
quence,  than  what  is  at  a  Diftance  from  it. 

(a)  This  Peace  was  concluded  in  the  Year 
l<5yp. 

(f)  This  King,  who  was  firnamed,  the 
Oreat,  begun  his  Reign  in  the  Year  if8y 
and  was  murthered  by  Ravillac ,  a  Difciple  of 
the  JefuitS)  in  i<Sio.  1 


(e)  Faites  bien  vos  Affaires  par- deli.  &  dies 
iront  bien  par-deca. 
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than  to  have  a  Polity,  a  Revenue,  and 
a  Commerce  well  regulated?  What  Pow¬ 
er  will  offer  to  declare  War  againft  a 
Nation,  that  is  always  in  a  Condition  of 
defending  it  felfi  and  never  willing  to 
attack  unjuftly  ? 

A  t  length  Monfieur  Colbert  (a)  appear¬ 
ed  ;  but  being,  alio,  too  much  employed  in 
finding  out  Expedients,  to  fupporc  a  Reign 
always  engaged  in  War^  he  imagined  that 
he  had  not  Time  to  perfedt  the  Affairs 
committed  to  his  Care.  There  appeareth 
in  his  ‘Prmcipes  de  Finances,  an  Enqui¬ 
ry  full  of  Simplicity,  which  tended  to¬ 
wards  a  general  Excile  upon  Corn  and  Salt. 

And 


(d)  Jean  Baptise  Colbert  ^afterwards  Mini  Her 
and  Secretary  of  State,  was  employed  in  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  under  the  Adminiftration  of 
Cardinal  Mazarin ,  who,  finding  himfelf  daily 
decaying,  recommended  him  to  the  King,  as  a 
Perfon  well  skilled  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Re¬ 
venue. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Cardinal  Mazarin ,  the 
King  took  Monfieur  Colbert  into  Favour, 
made  him  Comptroller  General  of  bis  Finan¬ 
ces^  and  committed  the  Navy,  and  the  pub- 
lick  Buildings  to  his  Care.  Employments, 
which  he  executed  with  great  fufficiency,  and 
remarkable  Advantages  to  the  State  of  France, 
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And  in  his  CaiJTe  dcs  Emprunts,  (a)  a 
Credit  was  let  on  Foot,  with  which,  he 
would  have  loon  deftroyed  Ulury.  The 
negle&ed  Navy,  revived  under  his  Direc¬ 
tion.  Manufactures  were  let  up,  and 

improved. 


(a)  Chcfl  of  Loans.  This  was  a  Fund  of 
Credit,  eftablifhed  at  Paris ,  in  the  Month  of 
October  1673.  Monfieur  Colbert ,  being  at  that 
Time,  Comptroller  General  of  the  Finances . 
It  was  inftituted,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
Management  of  the  Kings  Revenues.  And  all 
Sorts  of  Perfons,  were  allowed  to  lodge  their 
Money  there,  and  receive  it  again  with  Inte- 
reft,  at  the  End  of  a  Year,  upon  Notes,  pay¬ 
able  to  Bearer,  which  were  iftued  by  the  Far¬ 
mers  of  the  Revenue,  figned  by  four  of  their 
Company,  appointed  for  that  Purpofe. 

This  Credit  was  continued  for  above  twen¬ 
ty  Years,  and  then  all  the  Money  that  was 
borrowed,  and  the  Intereft  due  thereon,  was 
paid  off. 

A  New  CheJl  of  Loans ,  was  eftablifhed,  in 
the  Year  1702.  with  an  Intereft  at  8  per  Cent. 
which  was  encreafed  to  10  per  Cent  in  1707. 
but  it  was  reduced  to  6  per  Cent  in  1710,  and 
to  4 perCent  in  the  Year  1717. 

By  the  Conftitution  of  this  new  Credit, 
the  Principal  Money  could  not  be  call’d  for. 
And  the  Notes  that  were  iffued,  having  a- 
mountedto  a  very  large  Sum,  it  put  the  King, 
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improved,  and  our  Neighbours  faw  with 
Envy,  Trading  Companies  formed,  which 

are 


in  the  Year  1713,  upon  finding  out  Ways 
and  Means  to  difcharge  them,  and  the  Inte- 
reft,  which  had  not  been  paid  for  many 
Years. 

By  a  Declaration  of  the  3d  of  October  17135 
it  was  ordered,  that  thefe  Debts  fliould  be 
difcharged  at  the  Rate  of  fix  Million  of 
Livres  a  Year,  to  be  paid  Monthly,  to  thofe, 
on  whom  the  Lot  fliould  fall,  according  to 
a  Method  prefcribed  for  drawing  the  fame. 

This  Method  of  Payment,  was  altered  at 
the  End  of  a  Year,  and  by  anew  Declaration 
of  the  14th  of  December  1714.  the  Repay¬ 
ments  were  fixed,  at  an  annual  Payment  of  one 
twentieth  Part  of  the  Debt.  So  that  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  and  Intereft,  might  be  difcharged,  in 
twenty  Years. 

Six  Months  after, a  third  Declaration,  dated 
the  7th  Day  of  May  1717,  made  a  new  Al¬ 
teration,  not  only  in  the  Method  of  paying 
thofe  Debts,  but  alfo,  by  reducing  the  Inte¬ 
reft,  as  before  mentioned,  to  4  per  Cent . 

By  this  Declaration  it  was  ordered,  that  a 
certain  Portion  of  the  Principal,  fhould  be 
drawn  by  Lot,  at  the  End  of  every  three 
Months,  in  order  to  be  difcharged,  with  the 
Intereft  due  thereon,  out  of  the  Produce 
of  Funds,  which  were  appointed  for  that 
jPurpofe. 

This 
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are  fince  become  Competitors  with  theirs. 


This  Method  was  fcarcc  carried  into  Exc- 
cution,  for  the  Quarter  of  a  Year  which  end¬ 
ed  in  the  Month  of  July,  when  there  ap¬ 
peared  an  Edi£t  in  jiuguft ,  directing  the  total 
Suppreffion  of  the  Caiffe  des  Emprunts^  and  its 
promiffary  Notes.  At  the  fame  Time,  the 
King  granted  five  Million  of  Livres,  in  per¬ 
petual  Annuities  on  the  Town-houfe  of 
Paris y  to  ferve  as  a  Reimburfement  for  thofe 
Notes  at  the  Rate  of  per  Ccnt^  per  ylunum. 
And  it  was  declared,  that  they  fhould  all  be 
difeharged,  Part  by  Payment  of  the  entire 
Sums,  for  which  the  Notes  wereiffued;  and 
others  by  payment  of  a  Moiety  :  According  as 
the  Notes  had  been  negotiated,  or  not  nego¬ 
tiated,  which  ihould  be  regulated  by  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Council. 

Upon  the  Demife  of  Lewis  XIV.  which 
happened  on  the  firft  Day  of  September  ijip. 
the  New  Government,  having  taken  New 
Meafures  to  difeharge  the  Debts  of  the  State. 
Lewis  XV.  under  the  Regency  of  the  Duke 

Orleans^  publifhed  a  Declaration  on  the  y  th 
Day  of  December  iyif,  to  turn  all  the  Royal 
Securities,  of  what  Nature  foever  (in  which 
the  Is  otes  of  the  Caiffe  des  Empruuts ,  were  of 
Courfe  included)  into  Billets  de  V  Etate ,  or 
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It  feemeth  as  if  War  ought  noc  to 
have  obftrudted  the  Operations  of  thofc 
Minifters  at  Home.  Armies  on  the  From 

tiers 


State  Notes ^  for  which  the  King  promifled  to 
pay  anlntereft,  at  the  Rate  of 4  per  Centj  un- 
til  he  could  difcharge  the  principal  Sums. 

This  Declaration  was  explained  by  another, 
of  the  Firft  of  April  1716,  whereby,  all  the 
Royal  Securities,  were  limited  to  zfo  Million 
of  State  Notes  >  and  a  Plan,  by  which  each 
Kind  of  the  former  Securities,  ihould  be  re¬ 
duced,  by  Commiflioners  of  the  Council,  was 
appointed. 

In  this  Plan,  the  promiflary  Notes  of  the 
Caijj'e  des  Emprunts ,  were  put  into  three  Oaf- 
fes. 

The  firfl;, contained  thofe  Notes,  for  which 
ready  Money  was  originally  paid,  or,  part  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  part  in  other  State  Securities  -y  and 
they  were  reduced  to  three  fourths. 

Thefecond  Oafs,  included  Notes,  for  which 
no  real  Value  had  been  originally  paid,  but 
wereidued,  many  Years  before,  to  be  negoti¬ 
ated  at  confiderable  Lofs,  to  anfwer  the  Exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  State  :  And  they  were  reduced 
to  two  fifths. 

And  the  third  Clafs,  which  comprized  all 
thofe  Notes,  which  where  publickly  known 
to  have  been  negotiated  for  the  fame  Purpofe, 
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tiers  were  not  incompatible  with  the 
quiet  'Eftabliihment  of  a  Manufadhiry 
in  Berry 7  ( a )  or  the  making  a  Canal  in 

D  3  Boitoti 


at  So  per  Cent  lofs,  in  the  Litter  Years  of  the 
preceding  Reign,  were  reduced  to  one  fifth. 

It  is  hoped,  that  the  Reader  will  not  be  di(- 
pleafed  with  this  Account,  of  the  firft  Etta- 
blifhment,  the  Revival,  the  Continuation, 
and  the  End  of  the  Cai(fe  des  Emprunts  *  which 
he  may  obferve,  wasa  Fund  for  Credit,  at  fail 
eftablifhed  upon  Honeft  and  prudent  Princi¬ 
ples*  But  he  may  fee,  that  the  beft  Inftitu- 
tions,  are  capable  of  being  perverted  by  the 
Minifters  of  defpotick  Princes  *  and  he  may 
haveReafon  to  rejoice,  in  the  happy  Confti- 
tution  of  the  Englijh  Government,  which 
will  not  admit  of  fuch  Pra6tices  as  thefe,  to 
the  Deftru&ion  of  public  k  Credit,  and  pri¬ 
vate  Property. 

(a)  The  Province  of  Berry  is  fituated  in 
the  Middle  of  the  Kingdom  *  and  is,  in 
general,  poor  and  ill-peopled*  the  Land  bar¬ 
ren,  and  moreover  very  little  cultivated,  but 
the  greateft  Evil  of  all  is,  an  almoft  general 
Want  of  Commerce.  There  are  however 
fome  Manufactures  of  coarfe  woollen  Clothes, 
and  Stockings,  in  this  Province,  and  large 
Quantities  of  Hemp  are  produced  in  fome 
Parts  of  it. 
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‘Poitou,  (a)  Additional  Workmen,  render 
the  levying  of  Taxes,  in  their  Pro¬ 
vince,  more  eafy.  A  better  OEconomy 
produceth  more  Men,  and  a  greater  Plen¬ 
ty  of  all  the  Products  of  the  Earth  ;  a 
well-manag«d  Revenue  multiplieth  Riches 
and  Credit.  The  Legiflator  would  have 
had  no  further  Trouble,  when  it  had  care¬ 
fully  appointed,  what  was  to  be  done. 


(a)  The  Province  of  Poitou ,  joineth  Berry 
on  the  Weft ,  and  reacheth  to  the  Ocean. 
One  of  its  natural  Defeats  is,  that  it  hath  few 
Navigable  Rivers. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Oj  the  Encreafe  of  Inhabitants. 

WHATEVER  may  be  thought 
convenient  by  Policy,  muft  always 
be  lubordinate  to  what  is  confecrated  by 
Religion.  But  the  Legiflature  will  not 
confound  what  proceedeth  from  the  Word 
of  God,  with  what  Men  have  added 
to  it,  through  Ignorance,  felf-intereft- 
ed  Views,  or  by  the  Circumftances  of 
T  imes. 

There  is  to  be  found,  among  the 
inftrudtive  Memoirs  of  the  famous  Abbe 
de  St.  ‘Pierre,  a  Treatifc,  wherein  he 
{hews,  that  the  Celcbacy  of  Prielts,  is  of 
EccleHaftical  Inftitution  only  :  And  that 
Princes,  whole  Intereft  it  is  to  have  it 
aboiiihed,  may  eafily  get  it  done,  by 
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applying  to  the  lame  Authority  that  efta- 
bliihed  it. 

No  one  is  ignorant  of  what  Ufe  it 
would  be,  to  make  a  Law,  that  People 
fliould  not  enter  into  a  Monaftick  State, 
before  the  Age  of  five  and  twenty.  That 
is  to  fay,  that  theyfhould  not  be  allowed 
to  dilpoieof  their  Liberty,  before  they  at¬ 
tain  the  Age,  at  which  they  may  alienate 
their  Eftates.  ( a ) 

It  is  the  Bufinefs  of  thofe,  who  work 
for  the  main  Articles  of  Government,  to 
fhew  how  uleful  thefe  two  Points  would 
be,  to  the  Temporal,  and  perhaps  to  the 
eternal  Happinels  of  the  Society.  This 
EBay  will  be,  intirely  confined  to  the  Ele¬ 
ments  of  Commerce.  TheQueftionnow 

before 


(a)  By  the  VI  Article,  of  the  firft  Title,  of 
the  Ordinance  called  the  Code  Merchant! ,  made 
by  Levels  XIV.  in  the  Year  1673,  k  *s  pro¬ 
vided, 

That  all  Bankers,  Merchants,  and  Dealers 
Paali  be  reputed  Majors ,  (or  of  full  Age )  in 
every  thing,  relating  to  their  Commerce,  with¬ 
out  being  allowed  to  make  any  Revocation, 
tinder  Pretence  of  Minority. 

Perhaps  a  Law  to  thisPurpofe,  is  necelTary 
In  all  trading  Countries. 
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before  us  is,  how  to  procure  an  Encreafc  of 
Inhabitants,  which  is  greatly  obftru&ed  by 
the  Celebacy  of  Prieits,  and  a  too  early 
entering  into  a  monaftick  State.  Thelc 
Inhabitants,  being  prevented,  by  the  fet¬ 
tled  Peace  in  Europe,  from  becoming  Sol¬ 
diers,  and  not  being  allowed  by  Polity, 
to  remain  idle,  would  till  the  Ground, 
work  in  Manufactures,  or  become  Sailors. 

Upon  what  religious,  or  political  Prin¬ 
ciple  is  it,  that  European  Chriftians  are 
forbid  to  have  Slaves  at  Home,  when 
they  tranfport  them,  at  great  Expence, 
and  by  authorized  Companies,  to  their 
^American  Plantations  ?  The  Generality 
of  People  are  apt  to  fall  into  fuch  ridicu¬ 
lous  Contradictions  :  But  the  Legiilature 
that  doth  not  utterly  prohibit  Slavery, 
ought  to  render  it  more  uleful,  by  its 
Extent. 

T  o  favour  Marriages,  to  grant  A  Al¬ 
liance  to  a  Father  burthened  with  a  nu¬ 
merous  Family,  to  watch  over  the  Edu¬ 
cation  of  Orphans  and  Foundlings,  is  to 
ftrengthen  a  State  more,  than  can  be  done 
by  Conquests.  If  what  Men  and  Money, 
the  taking  of  a  Town  cofletb,  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Value  of  the  Town,  the 

Conqueror 
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Conqueror  will  be  found  a  Lofer  5  and 
be  is,  after  ali,  fureof  meeting  new  Refi- 
ftance. 

A  Traveller,  who  carefully  examined 
the  different  Governments  of  Afia  and 
Kttrope,  hath  faid,  that  he  never  was  mi- 
flaken  in  mealuring  their  Polity,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Manner  in  which  Idlenefs  is  re- 
gardcd  among  them  ;  and  that  the  Coun¬ 
tries  in  which  there  were  Beggars,  came 
nearefc  to  Barbarity.  An  Author  hath, 
upon  the  fame  Occafion,  faid,  “  to  dc- 
“  fire  to  live  without  working,  is  a  Crime  ; 
“  becaufe  it  is  a  continual  Robbery  com- 
“  mitted  upon  the  Nation. 

The  Trade  of  a  Beggar,  a  School  of 
Thievery,  to  which  there  is  only  want¬ 
ing  Letters  of  Licence,  encreafeth,  and 
is  perpetuated  from  Father  to  Son,  almoft 
by  Hereditary  Right :  For  the  Son,  really 
liiccecdeth  the  Father,  in  Stations,  re¬ 
markable  for  a  plentiful  Harveft  or  Alms. 

This  Toleration,  is  the  more  inexcu¬ 
sable,  when  we  confider  how  cafy  it  is 
to  deflroy  the  Trade  of  Beggars,  and  how 
advantageous  it  would  be  to  make  them 
labour.  The  Law  puniflieth  Beggars,  by 
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this  alone,  thac  they  are  looked  upon  as 
Vagabonds  ;  why  lhould  we  wait,  until 
they  become  Thieves  and  Robbers,  and 
put  them  under  the  Necefllty  of  perilliing 
by  the  Hands  of  Executioners  ? 

The  Northern  Nations,  from  whom, 
thofe  formidable  Armies  iffued,  that  over¬ 
turned  fo  many  Empires,  had,  without 
Doubt,  Laws  that  favoured  the  Multipli¬ 
cation  of  Inhabitants,  but  they  had  110c 
Land  enough  to  afford  them  Food,  nor 
Induftry  enough  to  fupply  the  Want 
thereof.  They  therefore,-  of  Necefiity,  be¬ 
came  Soldiers  ;  and  they  were  Conque¬ 
rors,  becaule  they  invaded  Countries,whofe 
Frontiers  were  not  fortified. 

If  they  had  met  with  Reftftance,  fuch 
as  the  Mufiovites  would  find  at  this  Day, 
they  would  neceffarily  have  turned  their 
Views  towards  Commerce.  Their  mari¬ 
time  Colonies,  which  were  inlpired  with 
the  fame  Spirit  that  reigned  in  their  Land 
Armies,  were  only  Conquefts  made  of 
England ,  of  Normandy ,  and  fbme  other 
Countries.  Neither  Polity  nor  Commerce 
made  any  Progrels,  but  Barbarifm  pre¬ 
vailed,  as  well  among  the  Conquerors  as 
£he  Conquered. 
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The  Swi/s,  who  have  a  good  Polity 
for  the  Encreafe  of  Inhabitants,  have  lo 
little  Land,  that  their  laborious  Indultry 
is  not  fufficient  to  feed  them.  But  the 
Circumftances  of  Europe  are  changed  ; 
and  their  Neighbours,  furrounded  with 
Fortrelfes,  reduce  the  Swifs  to  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  becoming  mercenary  Troops, 
and  of  going  to  War,  for  the  Benefit  of 
others,  without  any  Hopes  of  enlarging 
their  own  Territory,  or  of  even  fending 
Colonies  into  any  part  of  the  World. 
Their  wife  Precautions  to  prelerve  Sub¬ 
jects,  although  in  the  Service  of  foreign 
Powers,  fhew,  how  well  they  know  their 
Importance,  and  that  it  is  through  Necei- 
fity  they  part  with  them,  being  always 
ready,  and  having  it  in  their  Power,  to 
make  them  return. 

W hen  a  Country  has  the  Number 
of  Soldiers  neceiTary  for  its  Defence, 
and  no  part  of  its  Land  is  uncultivated, 
and  that  its  Manufactures  are  fully  fupplied 
with  Workmen,  then  the  Overplus  Inha¬ 
bitants  ought  to  go  out,  and  People  new 
Countries  ;  there  to  lecure  retiring  Pla¬ 
ces,  and  there  to  ellabliih  a  new  Domini¬ 
on;  which  ought  always  to  be  lubordi- 
siate  to  that  Country,  which  hath  pro¬ 
cured 
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cured  to  them  this  Alylum.  This  ought 
to  be  the  Policy  of  our  Colonies. 

The  Roman  Colonies,  were  eftablifhed 
upon  another  Policy,  which  was  con- 
fequent  to  the  Form  of  their  Govern¬ 
ment.  Their  Prifoners  of  War,  became 
Slaves,  and  moll  of  them  being  af¬ 
terwards  enfranchifed,  daily  encrcaled 
the  Inhabitants  of  Rome ,  which  was, 
at  that  Time,  the  chief  City  of  the 
World,  and  the  Rendezvous  of  all  Na¬ 
tions.  And  when,  in  a  New  War,  they 
enflaved  a  Country,  they  repeopled  it, 
with  a  Colony  of  thole  Citizens,  who 
were  a  Burthen  on  the  Roman  Fami¬ 
lies.  This  was,  in  a  Manner,  extending 
the  City  of  Rome  through  the  whole  Em¬ 
pire. 

A  Nation,  that  difpeopleth  it  felf,  to  go 
a  great  Way  off,  and  inhabit  new  Lands, 
however  rich  they  be,  loon  becometh 
equally  feeble  every  where.  Its  Strength 
ought  to  be,  where  the  Sovereignty  is.  All 
Colonies  muft  derive  it  from  thence 
alone,  or  they  will  foon  become  Inde- 
pendant.  The  Legiflature,  ought  rather 
to  recall  its  Subjects,  and  quit  all  Coun¬ 
tries,  beyond  its  own  Limitsi  than  weak¬ 
en 


en  it  felt  at  Home  ;  for  otherwife  it  will 
infenfibly  lofe,  both  its  own  Country,  and 
its  Colonies.  Let  us  fora  while  confider 
Europe,  withrelpedt  to  her  Colonies,  and 
we  lhall  find  Proofs  of  what  we  have 
been  faying. 


CHAP. 

Of  Colonies. 


HETHER  it  be  contrary  to  Ju- 
ftice,  to  i'ubdue  a  Savage  Nation, 
in  order  to  civilize  it,  is  a  Queftion  of 
Morality,  which  we  will  not  take  upon 
us  to  decide.  We  know  very  well,  it  was 
not  with  this  Intent,  that  the  European 
Nations,  made  their  firft  Conquefts;  and 
the  Spirit  of-  making  Prole  lyres,  hath  in¬ 
truded  it  lelf  therein,  with  more  Zeal, 
than  Charity.  1 

T  h  e  Spaniards  difeovered  America, 
(a)  and,  according  to  their  cruel  Policy, 

they 


0*)<T  he  Difcovery  of  America ,  was  made,  by 
Chriftopher  Columbus  a  Native  of  Genoa,  which 
was,  at  that  Time,  a  City  of  great  Trade.  This 
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they  thought  they  could  not  fubdue  the 
Country,  and  fecure  it  to  themlelves, 
without  extirpating  the  Natives.  It  was 
neceflaryto  iupply  their  Places  with  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  greedily  flocked  thither,  and 
thereby  difpeopled  the  Country,  where  the 
Sovereign  Power  ought  to  be  maintained, 
in  order  to  people  a  Country  abounding 
in  rich  Mines.  This  is  the  iEra,  and  the 
Caufe  of  the  Declenfion  of  the  Power  of 
Spain,  which  hath  ever  fince  languished, 
with  the  pompous  Titles  of  Countries 
that  acknowledge  her  Laws.  If  i Spain 
had  in  Europe,  all  her  American  Subje<5ts ; 
America ,  under  a  foreignDominion,  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  them. 

Holland 


bold  Adventurer,  offered  his  Service,  to  his  own 
Country,  to  England ,  to  France ,  and  to  Por¬ 
tugal  ;  but  they  refufing  him  Affiltance,  to 
proceed, upon  what  they  thought, a  Chimerical 
Project,  he  applied  to  Ferdinand  and  Jfabelle 
of  Spain ,  who  gave  him  a  few  Ships,  with 
which  he  put  to  Sea,  on  the  third  Day  of  Au- 
gnfl ,  1491,  and  on  the  Eleventh  of  October 
following,  he  difcovered  this  New  World ,  as 
he  called  it.  But  it  hath  taken  the  Name  of 
America ,  from  Atnercius  V efpatius  a  Florentine , 
who  did  not  fail  thither,  before  the  Year  14 97* 
§ 


/ 
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Holland  hath  Colonics  in  the  Indies' 

y 

and  it  is  by  this  Commerce,  that  flie  hath 
maintained  her  Freedom  and  her  Sove«i 

■4 

reignty.  She  hath  not  difpeopled  her  lelf, 
to  People  Java,  (a)  and  Ceylan.  (£)  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  Liberty  of  Religion,  and  Free¬ 
dom 


(a)  This  is  a  large  Ifland,  lying  to  the  South 
of  the  Iiland  of  Sumatra ,  and  it  maketh,  with 
that  Ifland,  theStreights  of  Sonda  in  xhcEafi- 
Indies. 

The  Englijl}  were  the  fir  ft  Europeans ,  who 
got  footing  in  this  Ifland,  but  they  were  drove 
out  of  it  by  the  Dutch ,  who  are  the  only  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Europe ,  now  fettled  in  Java. 

In  this  Ifland  is  fituated,  the  famous  Town 
of  Batavia ,  which  is  the  Seat  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  eftablifhed  by  the  Dutch  Eafl- India  Com¬ 
pany  in  Afia ,  and  the  Center  of  their  Com¬ 
merce  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

(b)  1  his  is  a  large  Ifland  in  the  Indian- Sea, 
near  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel.  It  produceth 
many  rich  Commodities,  efpecially  Cinamon. 

The  Portuguese,  made  fome  Settlements  on 
the  Coaft  of  this  Ifland, about  the  Year  if  off, 
and  the  Dutch  got  footing  in  it,  about  the 
Year  i6oz,  and  having  by  Degrees  made  them- 
feives  Mailers  of  feveral  of  the  P  ortuguefe 
Forts  and  Settlements,  they  at  length  drove 
them  out  of  the  Ifland,  in  the  Year 
i6f7,  by  taking  from  them  Colombo ,  which 
was  the  fineft  and  ftrongeft  Town  they  had 
upon  the  Coaft. 
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dom  in  Government,  attracted  more  Peo¬ 
ple  into  Holland ,  than  the  Land  could 
conveniently  maintain,Ihe  encrealed  her  fo¬ 
reign 


The  Dutch  wereaffiftedin  making  this  Con- 
quell,  by  the  King  oi  Candi ,  and  one  Article, 
of  the  Alliance  was,  that  the  Town  fhould 
be  reftored  to  him.  But  the  Dutch  would  ne¬ 
ver  comply  with  this  Condition,  whereupon 
the  King  fell  out  with  his  new  Allies,  and  the 
Mifunderftanding  hath  ever  finee  fubfifted, 
fo  that  the  Natives  are  faid  to  be  ready,  to  join 
any  ether  Nation,  who  may  attempt  to  drive 
the  Dutch  out  of  that  Country. 

Although  this  IHand  produceth  many  rich 
Commodities,  yet  the  chief  Traffick  the 
Dutch  can  openly,  carry  on,  there, 'is  for  Ci- 
namon ,  and  this  only  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Illand,  who  are  fubjedt  to  them,  and  kept 
in  Obedience,  by  the  Dread  of  their  Garri- 
fons.  All  the  other  Inhabitants  are  fubjedfc  to 
the  King  of  Candi ,  and  are  by  him  forbid  all 
Manner  of  Commerce  with  the  Dutchy  upon 
Pain  of  Death. 

The  Tree,  whole  Bark  is  Cinamon,  doth  not 
grow  in  every  Part  of  the  Wand  ■,  but  the 
Dutch  have  made  themfelves  Matters  of  the 
Places  where  they  are  produced  in  greateft 
Plenty,  and  they  exclude  all  other  Nations 
from  any  Traffick  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Country. 


Thefc 
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reign  PofTeffions.  Bur  all  thefe  large  Set¬ 
tlements  do  nor  employ  fourlcore  thou- 
land  Men;  bccauic  Holland ,  doth  not 
lend  its  People,  to  inhabit,  or  to  cultivate 
the  Land;  but  barely  to  defend  its  For- 
treffes,  its  Magazines,  and  its  Ships. 

Spain  was  difpeopled  all  at  once  even 
at  the  Time  ihe  had  Reafon  to  lament  the 
Lofs  of  her  Moors.  Perhaps  fhe  did  not 
perceive  the  great  Error  of  driving  them 
away  ;  or,  it  may  be,  ihe  fancied  her  Ame¬ 
rican  Subjects  were  not  loft,  however 
remote  they  were,  whilfl  they  remained 
under  her  Empire. 

The  ‘Portuguefe  po fiefs  theBrazils,  (a) 
which  the  PV eft- India  Company  of  Hol- 

E  a  land 


Thefe  Circumftances,  put  the  Dutch  h  fl- 
India  Company,  under  the  Ncceffity  of  main¬ 
taining  fuch  a  great  Number  of  Forts  and 
Garriions,  that,  it  is  thought,  the  Benefits  they 
obtain  by  their  Trade  in  this  Ifland,  is  not 
fufficient  to  defray  the  Ex  peaces.  But  thefe 
extraordinary  Expences  are  found  absolutely 
neceffary,  in  order  to  exclude  all  other  Nati* 
ons  from  any  Share  in  the  Spice-Trade, 

( a )  The  Spaniards  difeovered  this  Country  in 
theY ear  i  yoo .Jlvares  Cabral 5 a  Portugueje ,  who 
in  the  Year  iyoi3  was  drove  on  this  Coaft,  as 

lie 
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Holland  almoft  cnrirely  conquered  from 
them.  (,aj  The  Hollanders ,  at  that  Time, 
looked  upon  this  Acquifition,  to  be  more 
valuable,  than  that  of  the  Eajl-lndtes  ; 
and  a  Count  of  Naffau,  conlented  to  take 
upon  him  the  Government  thereof,  (b) 
However, their  PoiTeffion  lafled  butalhort 
time,  for  the  Tortuguefe  retook  the  Bra¬ 
zils  from  the  Hutch  Wejl-India  Com¬ 
pany,  ( c )  notwithftanding  all  the  extraor¬ 
dinary,  and,  perhaps  extravagant  Expences, 
it  was  at,  to  maintain  this  Conqueft. 

T  h  e  Republican  Spirit  fheweth,  with 
Pleafure,  the  Faults  of  Monarchies;  the 
MonarchicaI,thofe  of  Republicks :  And  the 
Faults,  are  made  pretty  equal  on  both 

Sides. 


he  was  failing  to  the  Eajl- Indies ,  tookPoflef* 
lion  thereof  for  the  Crown  of  Portugal. 

The  Boundaries  of  Brazil ,  are  the  River 
of  Amazons  to  the  Norths  and  the  River  of 
Plata  to  the  South ;  but  the  Portuguefe  do 
not  inhabit  all  this  vaft  Extent  of  Land. 
Their  Po0effions  are  divided  into  fourteen 
Captain- Ships,  whereof  the  three  principal 
are,  the  Baye  of  All-Saints ,  Fernambouc ,  and 
Rio- Janeiro,  of  which  the  chief  Towns  of 
Trade  are,  S  Salvador ,  Olinde ,  and  S.  Scbaflian. 

(a)  About  the  Year  1*530. 

(b)  In  the  Year  1636. 

(c)  In  the  Year  i6ff. 


upon  Commerce .  6y 

Sides.  The  Eaji-India  Company  of  Hol¬ 
land,  drove  the  Portuguefe  out  of  a  great 
Part  of  the  E^Ji-Indies.  The  ! Portu - 
pi  eft,  drove  the  Weft-  India  Company  of 
. Holland  out  of  the  Brazils,  and  the 
Company  hath  been  thereby  ruined.  This 
important  Colony  is,  by  its  Situation, 
and  its  fertile  Soil,  the  greateft  Riches 
of  ‘Portugal ,  whole  inward  Strength  it 
hath  not  exhaufted,  by  an  overhafty  De¬ 
population. 

In  the  ftrft  Voyages  of  the  French  to 
the  EaU-lndies ,  ( a )  they  built  Fort  P)au- 
phin,  in  the  Ifiandof  Madagafcar,  which 

E  3  is 


(a)  K.  Francis  the  Firft,  tnadefeveral  Edi  cts, 
particularly  inthe  Years  1  f  37  and  1  ^43,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  French^  to  adventure  upon  foreign 
Trade  and  Difcoveries  but  nothing  confidera- 
ble  was  undertaken  by  them,  towards  the  Eaft- 
Indies^  before  the  Year  i<5i6,at  which  Time, 
Captain  Lievreft tiled  thither,  with  three  large 
Ships  j  and  in  1619,  Captain  Beaulieu ,  with 
three  others,  and  fome  of  thefe  Ships  having 
returned  to  France ,  very  richly  laden,  it  en¬ 
couraged  others  to  adventure  upon  this  Trade. 

Captain  Ricaut^  was  the  firft,  who  formed  a 
Society,  in  the  Year  164a,  for  trading  to  the 
Eafl-Indies.  And  in  the  Year  1643,  he  obtained 
a  Patent,  with  exciulive  Privileges  for  himfelf 

and 
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A 


is  the  grea  el!  Ifland  in  the  known  World. 
Iho  Savages  began  to  grow  familiar  with 
our  manner  of  Bartering,  when  they  dil- 
covered  in  their  new  Neighbours,  a  Spi¬ 
rit  or  Dominion  attempting  to  enflave 
them.  The  weak  Settiement  was  eafiiy 
overwhelmed,  by  Multitudes  of  Natives 
powering  m  upon  them;  and  thofe  of  our 
People  who  eicaped,  to  excufe  themfelves, 
gave  out,  that  thele  ungovernable  Barba¬ 
rians  had  poiioned  the  Fountains,  and 
that  ail  future  Attempts,  to  make  new 
Settlements  there,  would  prove  unfuccels- 
ful.  Did  our  Frenchmen  expedt,  to  find  inch 

Docility 


and  his  Partners,  to  trade  on  the  Eaft  Goal!  of 

■Africa,  and  to  plant  a  Colony  in  the  Ifland  of 
Mczdagafcar . 

This  Patent,  which  was  only  for  ten  Years, 
was,  near  the  Time  of  its  Expiration,  renewed 

Term.  But  Marilsal  de  la  Miller  ay  <?, 
who,  it  feemeth,  had  taken  a  liking  to  the 
Colony  or  ? Mcidagafcar^  upon  fome  Reports 
made  to  him  by  the  fir  ft  Governor  of  that 
Ifland,  one  Fronts ,  obtained  a  Grant  of  the 
Ifland  from  the  King,  notwithftanding  the 
Opposition  given  to  it  by  Ricaut^  and  his  Part- 
ners  ;  and  the  Marfhal,  and  his  Son  the  Duke 
°i  Mazarin ,  continued  in  Poflcflion  thereof, 
untu  their,  and  the  Company’sPretenilons,  were 
furrendered,  upon  eftabliftiing  the  Eafi-Lidiz 
Company  in  the  Year  1664. 
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Docility  in  thefe  Barbarians ,  as  that  they 

fliould  offer  their  fubmiflive  Hands,  to  re¬ 
ceive  Chains,  which  were  brought  for 
them,  from  fuch  a  diftant  Country  ? 

What  is  known  of  this  Ifland,  anfwer- 
eth  perfe&dy  well,  all  that  is  to  be  deflr- 
ed  for  a  Colony.  The  Airis wholefome, 
the  Harbours  fafe,  and  the  Soil  fertile.  Its 
Situation,  near  the  Eaflern  Coalt  of 
Africa.  would  make  it  a  molt  convenient 
Port,  for  managing  the  Commerce  of  the 
Eaft-lndies.  The  Illands  of  Bourbon  ( a ) 
and  Maurice ,  do  not  recompence  us 
for  this  Lofs,  and  we  cannot  doubt,  but 
the  OJiend  Company,  about  the  Time  it 
was  aboliihed,  or  fulpended,  did  caufe  the 

E  4  Accounts 


fa)  The  Ifland  of  Bourbon  is  fituated  near 
Madagafcar .  It  is  faid  that  Coiiee  has  oeen 
planted  in  this  Ifland,  anu  brought  to  fuch 
Perfedion,  that  fome  Parcels  of  the  produce 
thereof,  were  brought  into  Europe ,  and  tne 
Berries  appeared  as  large  and  fair,  as  thofe  of 
Arabia,  but  that  their  Quality  leaned  to  be 
inferior.  However  they  exped  to  improve  in 
the  Culture  of  this  Plant. 


this  mnd’ “  be 


England  and  France  manage  their  Co- 

jj“,es’  *fry  "ear(y>  uPon  the  lame  Princi¬ 
ples  They  lend  to  them,  feafonabiy,  and 

by  Degrees,  fuch  Workmen  as  are  want- 

in0  ,  and  this  is  done,  without  hurting  the 

rate  becauie  they  are  fuperfluous  at  Home. 

Tne  Growth  of  Colonies  thus  managed, 

3Sf  r°i'V  ’  *s^ure»  and  in  all  Relpedts 
ufelul.  T o  compare  the  American  Colo¬ 
nies  of  thefe  two  Nations,  it  may  beob- 
erve  ,  that  the  Englijh  Colonies  being 
more  ancient,  are  better  formed  and  more 
animated,  eipecially  fince  the  Afltento 
Contrail,  (a)  The  Interlopers,  enrich  Ja¬ 
maica 


(a)  \Ve  fli all  hereafter  have  Occafion  to 
take  Notice  or  this  Contraft,  and  it  may  be 
fufficient  to  obferve  in  this  Place,  that  the 
Icnglijh  Colonies,  eipecially  Jamaica,  do  not 
agree  to  what  our  Author  faith,  of  their  be¬ 
ing  more  animated  by  the  Affiento  Contrail, 
01 ,  as  it  is  better  underftood  amonglt  us,  by 
the  Trade  carried  on  by  the  South  Sea  Com- 

pany,  with  the  Spanish  Dominions  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 
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maica,{a )  But  the  Situation,  the  Soil,  and 
the  Extent  of  Louijiana,  (b)  which  join- 
eth  Canada }  ( c )  are  of  much  greater  Ex¬ 
pectation. 

There 


(a)  Iamaica  is  a  large  I  Hand  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica, ,  fituated  between  the  Tropicks,  at  about  1 8 
Degrees  of  North  Latitude,  and  about  160 
Leagues  from  Porto-bello ,  and  140  from  Car- 
thagena.  The  EngHJb  took  this  Ifland  from 
the  Spaniards ,  in  theYear  i6ff. 

By  Interlopers,  is  meant,  thole  Adventurers, 
who,  notwith (landing  the  fevere  Prohibitions 
ol  the  Spaniards,  early  on  a  clandeftine  Trade 
ontheCoalt  theSpanifeDonhmons  in  America. 

(b)  Louijiana ,  io  named,  in  Honour  of  K. 
Lewis  the  XIV,  and  like  wife  called  Miffijfipy, 
from  the  Name  of  a  great  River,  which  after 
a  Courfe  ot  800  Leagues,  difchargeth  it  felf 
in  the  Gulph  ot  Mexico ,  is  a  large  Tra£t  of 
the  Continent  of  North  America.  The  Boun¬ 
daries  of  Louifiana ,  as  fet  down  in  the  Patent 
granted  by  Lewis  XIV.  to  Monfieur  Crozat, 
dated  the  12th  Day  of  September  17 1 2,  are, 
on  the  one  Side  Corolina ,  poffefied  by  the  Eng - 
life 5  and  on  the  other  Side  Mexico ,  belonging 
to  the  Spaniards. 

(c)  Canada ,  or  New  Trance ,  is  (according  to 
the  French  Authors)  the  large  Tract  of  Land 
in  North  America ,  that  reacheth  from  the 
Lake  Erry 5  in  the  Latitude  of  yj  Degrees, 

to 
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T  h  e  r  e  is  a  T raditioD,whicb  is  not,  per¬ 
haps,  true  ;  however  it  deferveth  feme 
Confideration.  It  is  laid,  that  when  Fer¬ 
dinand  and  / fab e lie ,  drove  the  Moors  out 

of 


to  the  North  of  Hudfons  Bay  in  6f  Degrees  $ 
and  from  Cape  Raje  in  Newfoundland ,  to  the 
River  of  MiJJijJipy,  which  is  about  fz  Degrees 
of  Longitude. 

Thus,  Louifiam ,  being  joined  to  Canada , 
the  Dominions  of  France  in  North  America , 
encompafs,  as  it  were,  the  Englijh  Colonies 
on  that  Continent.  And  the  great  River  of 
MMm  which  runs  through  Louifiana ,  and 
the  very  large  River  of  Saint  Laurence,  which 
pafieth  through  Canada ,  and  in  aCourfe  of  a- 
bout  800  Leagues,  formeth  feveral  Lakes  of 
a  prodigious  Extent,  and  then  difehargeth  it 
felf  into  the  Ocean,  about  100  Leagues  below 
§ueheck ,  the  chief  Town  in  Canada ,  give  the 
French  an  eafy  Communication,  and  means  of 
Trading,  with  the  Natives  of  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries. 

ThefeCon(iderations,wiIlalways  keep  us  up¬ 
on  our  Guard,  in  order  to  defend  our  Northern 
Colonies,  and  to  encourage  them,  as  fir  as  may 
be  done  with  Safety  to  the  general  Interest  of 
the  Nation.  Nor  will  it  be  arnifs,  to  culti¬ 
vate  a  better,  and  more  general  good  CJnder- 
ltanding,  with  the  Natives  of  the  Country, 
than  perhaps  fame  of  cur  Colonies  maintain 
with  them. 

I  am 
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of  Spain,  thefe  miferable  People  begged, 
in  vain,  for  leave  to  inhabit  the  Heaths 
of  Bourdeaux.  If  Zeal  for  Religion  was 
the  Cauie  of  rejecting  Jews  and  Maho¬ 
metans,  the  fame  Zeal  ought  to  cauie 
Catholicks  to  be  received,  Yet,  four 
thoufaud  Germans ,  who  were  brought  in¬ 
to  France ,  at  great  Expcnce,  in  order  to 
fill  up  new  projected  Colonies,  (a)  were 
lent  back,  in  a  milerable  Condition,  to 
their  own  Country,  when  the  Project 
was  laid  afide,  without  making  any  other 
Appointment  for  them.  The  Materials 
of  an  Edifice  which  became  odious,  were 
deemed  unworthy  of  "being  employed,  in 
any  thing  that  might  be  ufeful. 


To 


I  am  fenfible,  this  Obfervation,  may  appear 
to  be  needlefs,  fince  the  Care  of  the  Englifh 
Plantations  in  America,  is  committed  to  a  i'e- 
lc6t  Number  of  Pe rlo ns,  of  the  greateft  Inte¬ 
grity  and  Capacity,  and  whole  Vigilance  for 
the  good  of  their  Country,  will  be  always, 
equal  to  the  Truft  repofed  in  them.  Howe¬ 
ver  I  could  not  pafs  over  my  Authors  Obfer- 
vation,  that,  the  Situation ,  the  Soil ,  and  the 
Extent  of  Louiliana,  which  joineth  Canada,  are 
of  greater  Expectation  than  the  Englifh  Colo¬ 
nies  in  America,  without  making  thefe  Re¬ 
marks  upon  it. 

(a)  Of  Mijfijfipy. 
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To  reclaim  barren  Lands,  and  make 
them  profitable  ;  is  to  conquer  new  Coun¬ 
tries,  without  making  any  one  Perfon 
miferable.  The  Heaths,  from  Bourdeaux 
to  Bayonne ,  are  twenty  Leagues  in  Dia¬ 
meter.  The  Legiflator  who  could  find 
Means  to  people  thofe  Heaths,  would  do 
more  Service  to  the  State,  than  he,  who 
by  a  deftru&ive  bloody  War,  would  add 
the  lame  Quantity  of  Latld  to  his  Coun¬ 
try.  But  the  Glory  of  doing  fo,  would 
not  appear,  with  fo  great  aLuftre,  to  vul¬ 
gar  Eyes.  It  would  be  acquired,  without 
the  Dangers  of  War,  without  the  Lofsof 
a  Citizen,  and  without  attrading  the  Jea- 
loufy  of  Neighbours. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP-  V. 

J 


Of  Slavery. 


THE  employing  of  Slaves  in  our 
Colonies,  fheweth,  that  Slavery  is 
not  deemed  to  be  contrary  either  to  Re¬ 
ligion  or  Morality.  We  are  therefore,  at 
Liberty  to  enquire,  whether  it  would  be 
more  advantageous  or  not,  to  extend  it 
every  where. 


B  v  proceeding  on  the  Maxim,  that 
the  Diladvantage  of  one  Perfon  is  recom- 
penced  by  the  Advantage  of  another,  the 
Queftion  would  be  at  once  decided ;  for 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  the  M after  would 
gain  as  much  as  the  Slave  would  lole: 
But  this  Maxim,  although  it  be  juft  in  ge¬ 
neral,  is  of  dangerous  Confequence  in 

particular 
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particular  Applications,  (a)  Let  us  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  the  Abufe  of  the  Max¬ 
im,  by  exa&iy  pointing  out  the  Diftinc- 
tiom 

When, 


(a)  It  is  worth  obferving,  that  the  general 
Tranfadtions,  which,  in  the  Opinion  of  this 
Subjedlof  an  arbitrary  Prince,  are  julUfiableby 
this  Maxim,  are  only  fuch,  as  the  Legiflature 
warranteth  by  its  Authority,  previous  to  the 
Time  of  their  affedting  private  Gales. 

An  ex  pofi  fatto  Law,  hath,  it  is  true,  been 
fometimes  thought  neceflary.  But  this  extras 
ordmaryAdt  ofLegillativePower,  is,with  Cau¬ 
tion  exercifed,  in  free  States,  even  in  Cafes  of 
Danger  to  the  puhlick  Weal  j  and  is  never  ex¬ 
tended,  to  deprive  an  inocent  Perfon,  of  Life, 
Liberty,  or  Property.  We  may  therefore  con¬ 
clude,  that  neither  the  Maxim  here  fet  down 
by  our  Author,  nor  the  extraordinary  Power 
exercifed  by  a  Legiflature,  in  making  ex  pofi 
fa  do  Laws,  can  jufhifie  Judges,  who  fhould 
take  upon  them  to  determine,  in  private  Cafes, 
contrary  to  the  known  Laws  of  the  Land, al¬ 
though  they  fhould  endeavour  to  fandtifye  fuch 
Determinations,  by  the  Pretence  of  publick 
Utility.  A  Stale  P retence^  for  doing  Injullice! 

This  would  be,  an  Ufurpation  upon  Legii- 
lative  Authority,  and  an  exercifing  of  it,  in 
the  odious  Manner  of  Eafiern  Monarchs.  But 
as  the  Conftitution  of  the  Engtijh  Government, 
%  is 
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W  h  e  n,  in  a  private  Cafe,  theEfFe&s  that 
appertain  to  James,  are  taken  from  him, 
and  given  to  enrich  ‘Peter,  the  State  lo- 
feth  nothing.  And  it  may  even  happen, 
that  Peter,  the  better  Commonwealths 
Man,  who  hath  done  Service  to  his  Coun¬ 
try,  will  make  a  better  ufc  of  them.  But 
this  Way  of  proceeding,  is  uujultifiable ; 
it  openeth  a  Door  to  Wrongs  and  Dil- 
content,  it  robbeth  the  true  PofTcfTor, 
and  maketh  Property  precarious.  Arbi¬ 
trary  Proceedings  of  this  Nature,  are 
what  make  the  Stories  related  of  the  Ea~ 
Jiern  Power,  fo  odious  to  us. 

But,  when  in  a  genera!  Tranfadion, 
from  which  the  Legislature  foreleeth  a  Be¬ 
nefit  to  the  Nation,  there  eniueth  the  Da¬ 
mage  of  a  particular  Perfou  ;  then  this 
Damage,  isfo  much  out-weighed,  by  the 
general  Advantage,  that  it  ought  to"  have 
no  Force  with  the  Legiflator,  who  could 

not 


is  eftablifhed,  on  the  Solid  Foundation  of  Li- 
berty  and  Property,  and  that  our  Judges  arc 
not  Makers, but  Expounders  of  Laws,  which 
arc  the  Birth-right  of  every  Subject,  fuch  a 
Procedure  can  never  happen,  in  thefe  King¬ 
doms,  without  lapping  the  Foundations  of 
our  Government. 
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not  have  taken  into  his  Plan,  thefeparate 
Interefts  of  every  particular  Perlon.  It  is 
thus,  that  a  Battle  won,  or  a  Town  ta¬ 
ken,  coft  Men  and  Money  ■  but  the  Le- 
giltature  doth  not  point  out,  thole  who 
are  to  perilh,  or  thole  who  are  to  pay  : 
It  is  a  Confequence  of  the  Law, by  which 
we  are  engaged  to  the  Service  of  the  State. 
And  if  it  were  allowed  to  raife  the  Com¬ 
panion  to  the  fupreme  Being ;  it  is  thus, 
that  the  Perfections  of  the  LTniverfe,  are 
accompanied  bylbme  Phyfical  and  moral 
Evils,  which  prove  a  Stumbling-Block  to 
Minds,  that  do  not  comprehend  the  Whole. 

Eqjuality  amongft  Men,  is  a  Chi¬ 
mera,  which  can  Icarce  bring  forth  an  ideal 
Commonwealth.  But  there  are  an  infi¬ 
nite  Number  of  Subordinations,  of  which 
Slavery  will  always  hold  the  iowelt  De¬ 
gree,  when  it  cannot  be  broke  through, 
without  the  Confent  of  the  Mailer. 

T  here  are  Degrees  in  Slavery  it  felf, 
with  Relpedt  to  Times,  and  with  RelpeCt 
to  Nations.  To  trace  over  the  Hiftory 
of  it,  would  be  to  reprefent  Inhumanity, 
Death,  Mutilations,  Tortures,  and  all  the 
arbitrary  Outrages  of  Mailers,  who  were 
even  lels  cruel  than  the  Laws,  which  gave 
Way  unto  them.  There  is  a  more  plea- 
fing  Prolpebt  before  our  Eyes,  in  the  wile 
§  Regulations 
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Regulations  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  Code 
Noir 9  (a)  made  in  favour  of  thefe  miferablc 
Creatures. 


C  OLONIES 


(a)  This  Ordinance,  was  made  in  the  Year 
i6Sf)  and  principally  relateth,  to  the  Civil  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Negroes ,  in  the  French  Iilands  in 
America . 

Thele  Slaves,  are  carried  from  the  Coaft  of 
Africa ,  and  are  of  the  greateft  Ufe  to  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Planters  in  America  :  For  Tabacco, 
Indigo,  Sugar,  and  many  other  rich  Commo¬ 
dities,  could  not  be  fo  eafily  produced,  with¬ 
out  theLabour,and  unfurmountable  Patience,  of 
thofe  People,  who  feem  to  be  made  for  Sla¬ 
very  :  Bur,  to  whom  this  Slavery  proveth 
advantageous,  by  procuring  to  them  the 
Knowledge  of  the  True  God,  and  the  Chri¬ 
stian  Religion,  as  a  Compenfation  for  the 
Lofs  of  Liberty. 

The  Englijh  Reader  will,  it  is  hoped,  par¬ 
don  me  for  obferving,  that  thefe  are  the  Sen¬ 
timents  of  the  French  \  and  accordingly,  the 
principal  Deiign  of  the  Ordinance  is,  to  pro¬ 
cure  this  great  Advantage  to  thofe  miferable 
Slaves  j  although  it  containeth  many  Articles, 
which  do  not  relate  to  Religion,  but  regard 
the  civil  Condition  of  Slaves,  and  the  Power 
their  Mailers  may  have  over  them. 

The  Confideration  of  Colonies,  and  how 
they,  and  the  Slaves  employed  in  them,  may 

F  be 
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Colonies  afe  neceflary  to  the  Na¬ 
tion,  and  Slaves  to  the  Colonies,  where 
their  Superiority  of  Number,  would  be 
dangerous,  if  the  ordinary  Mildnefs  of 
Government,  were  not  accompanied,  with 
military  Severity..  The  lead:  Difobedi* 
cnce  of  a  Soldier  is  punilhed  with  Death; 
becaufe  Impunity,  or  a  lefs  Puniihment 
than  Death,  might  encourage  Mutiny  in 
the  Army.  An  Offence  committed  by  a 
Citizen,  againft  the  Civil  Government, 

frequently 

. . . -  - -  -  - - -  ‘  ' - 1  ~  1  -  ;  , 

be  made,  more  ufeful  to  a  State,  are  Subjects, 
which  do  nor,  immediately,  fall  within  the 
Compafs  of  our  Obfervations,  fince  Ireland 
hath  not  any  Colonies,  nor  afree  Trade  from 
the  Britijb  Plantations  in  America y  although 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Kingdom,  daily  flock 
to  thofe  Plantations,  to  the  great  impoverishing 
of  their  own  Country. 

However,  we  may  be  allowed  to  obferve, 
that,  how  noble  Aflertors  foever,  the  Englijb 
are  of  Liberty,  yet  they  are  much  excelled  by 
the  Trench ,  in  the  Management  of  Slaves.  And, 
if  the  natural  Effedls,  of  charitable*  and  mild 
Laws,  accompanied  with  proper  Severities* 
be  duly  confidered,  it  may,  perhaps,  afford 
Means  for 'preventing,  theRifings  of  theiW- 
gro  Slaves,  as  well  in  Ships  as  on  Shore, 
which  are  fo  frequent  in  the  EngHJh  Trade 
and  Colonies,  and  fo  feldom  heard  of  among 
the  French . 
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frequently  receiveth  only  comminatory, 
or  very  flight  Punilhments,  on  account  of 
its  frnall  Conlequence.  When  thefuperior 
Number  of  Matters,  would  remove  the 
Fear  of  Revolts,  the  Laws  would  become 
more  mild  towards  Slaves. 


To  fay,  that  what  Kind  of  Servitude, 
Men  are  to  lubmit  to,  ought  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  thofe,  who  are  in  that  State,  and 
not  by  Matters,  is  to  consider  Civil  Polity 
Superficially.  Propofe  the  Queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  there  ought  to  be  Plowmen,  Servants, 
and  Soldiers,  and  leave  it  to  be  decided,  by 
Perfons  who  are  thus  employed  :  They 
will  all  declare,  for  anEquality  amongMen. 
But  as  the  Legiflator  knows  the  Impofllbi- 
lity  of  this  Equality,  it  belongeth  to  him,  to 
confider  and  determine,  what  Subordina¬ 
tions  beft  lecure,  the  Eafeand  Welfare,  of 
the  Nation  in  general. 


The  Idea  of  Barbarity,  hath  always 
been  annexed  to  that  of  Slavery  :  Becaule 
the  Slave,  was  originally  a  Prifoner  of 
War,  over  whole  Life,  the  Conqueror  al¬ 
ways  retained,  the  Right  he  had  acquired, 
by  having  preterved  it  for  him  ;  and  there 
was  neither  Authority,  nor  Agreement,  to 
curb  the  capricious  Temper  of  the  Ma¬ 
tter. 


I  f  particular  Agreements,  always  tem^ 
pered  by  the  Law,  regulated  the  Condi¬ 
tion  of  Slaves,  the  Idea  of  Barbarity  would 
loon  wear  off  ;  and  it  is  not,  perhaps,  ve¬ 
ry  difficult,  to  contrive' a  State  of  Slavery, 
after  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  it  might  have 
an  advantageous  Compenfation  preferable 
to  the  Liberty,  which  is  now  enjoy¬ 
ed,  by  Domeftick  Servants,  Soldiers,  and 
Perfons  hired  to  ferve  in  our  Colonies. 

The  Code  Noir  provideth,  in  favour 
of  the  Negroes,  not  only,  againft  the  Cru¬ 
elty  of  Matters,  but  alio  againft  the  Mi- 
feries,  which  would,  otherwife,  opprels  the 
indigent  old  Age  of  Slaves.  Jtgoeth  no 
further,  becaule  this  Lawr  was  made  only 
for  theColonies.  But  in  the  new  Forms 
of  Servitude,  the  Slave  may  be  allowed, 
at  all  times,  to  claim  the  Aid  of  the 
iovereign  Authority,  and  quit  a  too  cruel 
Mafter,  to  be  delivered  over  to  pubiick 
Works.  The  Apprehenfion  of  lofing  his 
Slave,  would  reftrain  the  Cruelty  of  the 
Mafter  ;  and  the  Dread  of  falling  under 
a  feverer  Degree  of  Servitude,  would  pre¬ 
vent  the  Slave  from  having  Recourfe  ro 
th  is  Remedy,  upon  flight  Occafions.  It 
is  nearly  with  the  fame  View,  that  the 
indifTolvable  Band  of  Matrimony,  hath 
nevcrthelefs,  fome  Reliefs,  when  Incom¬ 
patibility 
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patibility  rendereth  it,  too  grievous  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  Perfons  joined. 

The  Liberty  of  a  Domeftick  Ser¬ 
vant,  maketh  him  weary  of  Labour  ; 
and  he  looketh  out  for  a  Mailer,  who 
requireth  lead:  to  be  done.  The  Mafter, 
on  his  part,  will  not  be  at  the  Expence 
of  oivin<i  his  Servant,  Inch  an  Inftrudti- 
on,  as  may  become  advantageous  to  an¬ 
other  Mafter  ;  And  thefe  domeftick  Ser¬ 
vants,  of  no  manner  of  Benefit  to  the 
State,  are  by  fo  much  the  more  miferable, 
as  they  cannot  propole  to  thcmfelves,  any 
other,  than  a  melancholy  End  of  their 
jprelent  Condition. 

The  Slave  will  be  encouraged,  to  pur- 
fue  his  Labour  with  Diligence,  by  the 
Prolpedt  of  .gaining  a  cPeculium,  ( a )  and 
his  Liberty,  The  particular  Agreement, 
and  the  Law,  (often  his  Servitude ;  and  his 
Imagination  is  agreeably  flattered  with  the 

F  3  Hopes 


(a)  This,  in  ancient  Times,  was  a  certain 
part  of  the  Stock  of  Cattle,  or  Sheep,  which 
Fathers  gave  to  their  Sons,  and  Mailers  to 
their  Slaves,  in  order  to  exercife  their  Indu- 
ftry ;  but,  at  this  Time,  it  fignifieth  a  Sum 
of  Money,  given  for  the  fame  Purpofe. 
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Hopes  of  a  more  happy  Time  to  come ; 
at  lead  he  is  lure  of  being  fed,  when  In¬ 
firmities,  or  old  Age,  render  him  unfit  for 
Service. 

Masters  are  afraid  their  domeftick 
Servants  Ihould  marry  5  but  the  dome- 
flick  Servants  have  too  little  Forefight  to 
fear  it  themfelves.  What  is  the  mifera- 
ble  Offspring  of  fuch  Marriages  ?  Un¬ 
happy  Children,  brought  up  with  Diffi¬ 
culty,  and  in  Milery  ;  and  often  devoted 
to  Debauchery,  from  the  very  Hour  of 
their  Birth.  How  many  domeftick  Ser¬ 
vants  would  have  always  continued  faith¬ 
ful,  if  paternal  Affedtion  had  not  induced 
them  to  commit  Robberies  ?  A  Motive, 
which  although  it  exciteth  Pity,  yet  it 
doth  not  dilarm  Juftice. 

Every  Thing  would  favour  the  Mar¬ 
riage  of  Slaves  ;  every  Thing  would  fa¬ 
vour  their  Children.  The  Mailer  would 
be  engaged,  by  his  own  Intereft,  to  take 
Care  of  an  Education,  which  would  be¬ 
come  ufeful  to  him.  Few  could  avoid 
having,  a  kind  of  habitual  Friendlhip,  for 
thole  tender  Children,  who  have  been 
reared  under  their  Care.  Of  three  Chil¬ 
dren,  the  Law  might  enfranchife  one,  at 

the  Choice  of  the  Father  ;  and  of  five, 

an- 
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another,  at  the  Choice  of  the  Patron. 
From  thence  would  proceed,  Labour,  good 
Talents,  good  Behaviour  ;  and  from  aU 
thefe,  good  Subjects. 

Men  have  happy  Prejudices  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  which  the  Evidences  of  Speculation 
cannot  efface.  The  phylolophical  Spirit 
of  an  univerfal  Lawgiver,  fhould  regard  all 
Men  without  Diftin<Stion  ;  but,  do  what 
we  can  we  love  Europeans  better  than 
Africans.  This  is  extended  to  the  Town, 
nay  to  the  very  Street  we  live  in,  whole 
Inhabitants  we  prefer,  becaute  we  know 
them;  as  if  they  gained  our  Friendihipby 
being  barely  known. 

A  particuIarLaw-giver,  confineth  hisRe- 
gards  to  his  own  Country,  whole  Intereffc 
it  is,  to  procure  Slaves  from  neighbouring 
Nations,  as  it  frequently  doth  Soldiers, 
and  Inhabitants  for  Colonies.  But  he 
ought  to  avoid  ufing  Negro  Slaves.  Their 
Mixture  with  the  White,  would  produce 
a  new  Race  of  Mulatoes ,  whole  De¬ 
formity  would  appear,  by  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  they  would  be  continually 
compared,  with  the  white  People.  The 
phyfical  Queftion  about  their  Blacknefs, 
leaveth  it  in  Doubt,  whether  the  European 
Climate,  would  not  change  their  Com- 

F  4  plexion: 


plexion :  But  a  Legiflature  never  ought  to 
hazard  any  thing,  upon  doubtful  Que- 
ftions. 

The  Manner,  in  which  Slaves  might 
marry  among  themlelves,  or  with  free 
Perfons ;  the  Condition  of  their  Offspring ; 
the  Teculium ,  and  all  the  Particulars  of 
a  Law,  to  regulate  a  State  of  Slavery, 
would  require  more  Room,  than  we  have 
in  this  Effay,  to  bellow  upon  them.  It 
is  fuflicient  for  us,  to  have  given  thefe 
Hints  upon  a  Subject,  the  Confideratioa 
of  which,  may  leem  worthy  of  the  Legil- 
lature. 


C  H  A  P, 


CHAP.  VI. 

Of  Trading  Companies ,  'with  exclu¬ 
sive  Privileges . 


M 


T 

fary. 


HERE  are  two  Cafes,  in  whicli 
privileged  Companies,  are  necef- 


First,  in  all  Beginnings  of  Settlements  ; 
either  to  recompence  Perfons,  who  have 
made  Difcoverics,  or  to  encourage  Adven¬ 
turers.  It  is  thus,  our  American  Colo¬ 
nies  were  firO;  let  on  foot,  afterwards  to 
become  free  to  the  whole  Nation. 

I  n  the  fecond  Place,  when  private  So¬ 
cieties,  are  not  ftrong  enough  to  fupport 
great  Settlements,  and  that  Competition 

may 
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may  deftroy  them,  and  render  their  Traf- 
fick  hurtful  to  the  Nation.  Such  were  the 
Beginnings  of  the  trading  Companies  in 
Europe. 

An  exclufive  Privilege  in  Trade, hath, 
at  firll:  View,  the  odious  Appearance  of 
abridging  Liberty.  But  when  Reafon,  and 
Experience  Hiew,  that  this  Liberty,  turn- 
eth  always  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Nati¬ 
on,  then  the  exclufive  Privilege  becom- 
eth  a  Point  of  Prudence.  Holland  and 
England  were  obliged  to  turn  their  India 
Trade,  into  Companies,  with  exclufive 
Privileges,  which  have  been  ofren  re¬ 
newed  ;  and  thefe  Nations,  lo  jealous  of 
all  kind  of  Liberty,  cfpecially  in  Trade, 
have  even  extended  the  exclufive  Privi¬ 
lege  to  the  Negro  Trade  (a). 


When 


(a)  About  the  latter  End  of  the  Reign  of  K. 
Ed.  VI.  fome  London  Merchants,  fitted  out 
the  firll  Englijh  Ships,  that  ever  traded  to 
Guinea.  In  the  Reign  of  CL  Mary ,  and  in 
the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Elizabeth , 
feveral  other  Ships  were  fitted  out  for  the 
fame  Parts  :  But  the  Englijlo  not  having  any 
Plantations  in  the  Weft  Indies ,  and,  confequent- 
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When  we  received  the  Merchandize  of 

India  from  other  Nations,  we  were  ar  all  the 

Expence 


ly,  no  occafion  for  Negroes ,  thefe  Ships  traded 
only,  for  Gold ,  Elephants  ‘Teeth ,  and  other  Com¬ 
modities  j  and  all  the  Voyages  were  underta¬ 
ken,  at  the  Hazard  of  lofing  the  Ships  and 
Cargoes,  if  they  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Portuguefe ,  who  at  that  Time  claimed  the 
foie  Right,  ot  trading  on  the  Coaft  of  A- 
frica,  as  being  the  firll  Difcoverers  of  that 

Coaft. 

In  the  Year  iy88,  Q.  Elizabeth  granted  a 
Patent  to  feveral  of  her  Subjedts,  to  trade  up¬ 
on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea.  And  in  the  Reign  of 
K.  James  I.  and  K.  Charles  I.  and  during  the 
Ufurpation,  feveral  Perfons  were  encouraged, 
by  publick  Authority,  to  trade  with  other 
Parts  of  Africa. 

In  the  Year  1661,  K.  Charles  II.  granted  a 
Patent,  to  the  Company  of  Royal  Adventurers  of 
England,  trading  into  Africa.  And  in  the 
Year  1672,  he  granted  a  new  Patent,  where¬ 
by  the  prefent  Royal  African  Company  of  Eng¬ 
land,  was  incorporated,  with  the  tole  Right 
of  Trade,  from  the  Port  of  Sally,to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  during  1000  Years,  and  Prohi¬ 
bition  to  all  others  his  Majefty’s  Subjects,  to 
vific,  or  frequent  that  Coaft,  unlefs  licenfed 
by  the  Company. 

In  the  Year  1697,  an  A£t  of  Parliament 

was  made,  whereby  this  Trade  was  laid  open 

from 
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Expence  of  thofe  Ships,  that  brought 
them  to  us.  This  was  the  Motive  that 
induced  Monfieur  Colbert  to  fet  up  our 
Company  in  the  Y ear  1 664.  (a)  The  King 
furnilhed  Ships,  Funds,  and  other  Necei- 

faries. 


£om  the  24th  of  June  1 69$,  to  the  24th  of 
June  1712.  And  a  Duty  of  10  per  Cent,  ad 
•valorem,  on  all  Goods  exported  to  Jfrica,  was 
granted  to  the  Company  during  that  Term 

in  older  to  maintain  the  Forts, and  Caftles  it 
Was  in  pofleffion  of. 

1  he  Trade  continued  to  be  free,  after  this 
Duty  ceaied  to  be  collected  *  and  in  the 
Year  1730,  the  African  Company  applied  to 
Parliament  for  Relief.  Whereupon  a  Sum  of 
Money,  was  then,  and  hath  been  ever  fince 
gvarited  to  the  Company,  and  the 
arade  is  left  free  for  all  the  Subjefts  of  the 
Crown  of  England. 

(a)  In  the  Year  1 660,  a  Patent  was  gran¬ 
tee,  in  Ftance,  to  a  Society  of  Merchants, 
\vno  by  the  Name  of  the  China  Company,  bad 
the  Sole  Privilege  of  trading,  to  China ,  Ton- 
quin,  Cochichina,  and  the  adjacent  Iilands. 

In  the  Year  1664,  another  Patent  was 
granted,  in  form  of  an  Edict,  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  here  mentioned  by  our  Au¬ 
thor,  and  this  Patent  comprehended,  what  was 

'euye  granted  to  the  China  Company. 

1  hef  und  o?  the  Eafi- In  diaCo  m  pa  n  y  w  a  s  very 
conliderable3amounting  to  about  feven  or  eight 

or 
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fanes.  The  firft  ill  Succefs  that  attended* 
thefe  Enterprifes,  did  not  difeourage  the 
Minifter,  who  was  deeply  afFe&ed  with 
the  Importance  of  this  Undertaking.  He 
let  tip  a  New  Company,  to  which  the 
King  made  a  prelent  of  four  Millions  of 
Livres(worth  at  that  Time  about  300,000 1. 
Sterling,)  which  he  had  firft  lent.  The 

King 


Million  of  Livres,  of  which  the  King  advanced 
the  greateft  Part  5  yet,  the  Company  foon 
appeared  incapable  to  carry  on  the  Commerce, 
it  was  defigned  to  eftablifh.  Whereupon,  an 
Agreement  was  made  between  the  two  Com¬ 
panies,  and  confirmed  by  an  Arreft  of  Coun¬ 
cil  in  the  Year  16 i)8,  whereby  the  Sieur  Jour- 
dan  and  his  Afiociates,  were  permitted  to  trade 
to  China  ^  in  the  Name  of  the  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany  ;  for  which  Liberty,  they  paid  to  the 
Company  iy  per  Cent ,  upon  the  Sale  of  the 
Goods  brought  into  France ,  and  performed 
fome  other  Conditions,  of  Advantage  to  the 
Company. 

The  Eaft-India  Company  alfo  granted  Li¬ 
cences,  upon  much  the  fame  Terms,  to  feve- 
ral  Merchants  of  Saint  Malo ,  but  the  Com¬ 
merce  carried  on  by  thofe  private  Traders 
was  not  very  confiderable.  However  this 
was  the  chief  Trade  the  French  had  to  the 
Eafl  Indies ,  until  the  Eaft-India ,  and  TVeft- 
India  Companies  were  united;  of  which  No¬ 
tice  will  be  hereafter  taken.  “  " 
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King  was  prefent  at  the  firft  AlTembly  of 
the  Directors,  neverthelefs  this  Company 
continued  for  a  longTimein  alanguilhing 
Condition,  becaufe  our  Navy  was  then 
only  in  its  Infancy ;  we  had  not  any  For- 
trefles  in  the  Indies,  and  our  Neighbours, 
who  were  powerful  in  maritime  Trade, 
and  in  the  Indies ,  knew  of  what  Impor¬ 
tance  it  was  to  them,  to  deftroy  our  Un« 
dertaking. 

The  Growth  of  trading  Companies 
is  always  flow.  They  are  formed  upon 
flight  Eftablilhments,  often  accidentally 
made  by  fome  particular  Perfons,  whom 
happy  Events  have  emboldened.  When 
the  Profit  made  by  thefe  Adventurers  is 
diicovered,  all  Traders,  all  Nations  put 
in  for  a  Share,  to  their  reciprocal  Preju¬ 
dice.  Competition,  bad  Management,  the 
ordinary  Accidents  of  Sea,  or  of  War, 
occafion  Lodes  ;  and  from  thence,  pro¬ 
ceeded  the  Failure  of  our  fird  Companies, 
and  thole  of  our  Neighbours.  Theirs, 
as  well  as  ours,  were  too  weak,  in  their 
Beginning,  to  refill:  violent  Shocks.  But 
even  theTe  general  Accidents,  may  prove 
advantageous  to  Companies,  which  by 
their  Degree  of  Power,  are  able  to  lup- 
port  Loltes.  They  are  amply  recompen- 
Icd,  by  the  Encreafe,  which  necefTarily 
§  accrued 
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acerueth  to  their  Commerce,  out  of  the 
Ruins  of  thofe,  who  are  too  weak  topur- 
fue  their  Trade. 

The  IVeft- India  Company  of  HoU 
land,  {a)  was  fet  on  foot  loon  after  that 
of  the  Eajl-Indies ,  and  with  as  large 
a  Fund,  (b)  Its  Conquelts  were,  at  firft, 
much  more  confiderable ,  than  thofe  made 
by  the  Eaft-India  Company  ;  it  had 
great  Settlements  on  theCoaftof  Africa, 
and  conquered  almoft  all  the  Brazils. 
Neverthelefs,  it  was  forced,  in  the  Year 
1674,  to  obtain  a  New  Charter,  in  order 
to  pay  its  Creditors,  by  allowing  them 
Shares  in  the  Stock  of  rhe  New  Com¬ 
pany,  and  its  Commerce  is  reduced  to  a 

flegro 


(a)  The  firft  Charter  granted  to  this  Com¬ 
pany,  was  dated  the  ioth  Day  of  June  162,1, 
and  it  contained!  an  exclufive  Privilege  to 
Trade  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa ,  from  the  Tro- 
pick  of  Cancer ,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  j 
and  in  America  from  the  Southermoft  Part 
of  Newfoundland ,  to  the  Streight  of  Ma¬ 
gellan ,  as  well  in  the  South ,  as  in  the  North 
Seas. 

( b )  The  firft  Fund  of  this  Company,  was 
fix  Million  of  Florins. 
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Negro  Trade,  with  the  fmali  Territory  it 
pofTefleth  in  America .  [a) 

The  Eaft-lndia  Company  of  Eng - 
/W,  (£)  of  very  near  the  fame  Date 
with  the  Companies  of  Holland ,  would 

have 


O)  The  Butch  have  feme  good  Settlements 
upon  the  Coaft  of  Africa  5  and  in  America^ 
they  have  feveral  final!  lilands,  of  which 
CurajJ'o^  St,  Eujlatia ,  and  Tobago ,  are  the  mod 
conhderable  3  and  feme  Settlements  upon  the 
South  Continent  ol  America ,  of  which  the 
moft  confiderable  is  Surinam. 

(b)  The  Eaji- India  Company  of  England 
was  firfteftablifhed,  under  the  aufpicious  Reign 
of  Q.  Elizabeth ,  whofe  Charter  is  dated  in 
the  Year  if 99. 

Its  Undertakings  proved  very  fuccefsful  : 
But  the  Depradations  committed  by  the  Dutch 
in  the  Eaft- Indies ,  in  the  iucceeding  Reigns, 
greatly  retarded  the  Growth  of  this  Company. 
However  its  Affairs, were  in  a  good  Situation, 
about  the  T.  ime  of  the  Rcftoration  of  King 
Charles  II.  But,  towards  the  End  of  this 
Reign,  its  Commerce  was  much  impaired  by 
Interlopers,  and  private  Traders,  who  were  too 
much  countenanced  by  the  Kins. 

The  Charter  granted  by  King  James  II. 
in  the  Year  idSf,  excluded  all  private  Traders, 
except  thole,  who  lhould  be  licenfed  by  the 

Company. 
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have  entirely  failed,  if  it  had  not  been 
united  to  a  New  Company  in  the  Year 
1698. 

Thus  it  appeareth,  that  it  is  neither 
the  Monarchical,  nor  the  Republican 
form  of  Government  that  iupporteth  trad¬ 
ing  Companies.  It  is  the  iolid  Founda¬ 
tions  upon  which  they  are  fettled ;  it  is 
Wifdom  in  the  Administration  of  their 
Affairs;  It  is  the  Funds,  which  they  pof- 
fefs.  A  corrupt  Management,  the  pericn- 
al  Intereft  of  Directors,  the  Events  ;  the 
Ignorance,  or  the  Injuftice  of  Superiors  ; 
all  thefe  are  incident  to  all  Kinds  of 

G  Government, 


Company.  This  feemed  to  revive  the  lan- 
guifhing  Affairs  of  the  Company  ;  But  the 
great  Loffes  fuftained  by  the  Dutch  Deprava¬ 
tions  in  the  Eaft- Indies  y  the  Prejudice  to 
their  Trade,  occafioned  by  Enterlopers  and 
private  Traders  ;  the  War,  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  was  obliged  to  maintain,  again  ft  the 
great  Mogul  y  and  the  Loffes  iultained  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ^  during  the  War  at  the  Revolution; 
brought  the  Affairs  of  the  Old  Eaji- India 
Company  into  the  Diforder  here  taken  No¬ 
tice  of  by  our  Author.  However  the  Affairs 
of  the  united  Company ,  are,  at  leu  il  in  An  near- 
ance,  in  a  fleuriihing  Condition. 
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Government,  becaufe  they  are  incident 
to  human  Nature. 

The  Eajt-India  Company  of  Hol¬ 
land,  (A)  is  the  only  one  that  hath  al¬ 
ways  maintained  it  felf  with  Splendor, 
upon  its  Original  Fund,  withour  any  new 
Call  upon  the  Proprietors.  But  this  great 
Succeis,  is  partly  the  Effect  of  Chance, 
which  rendered  that  Company,  lole  Pof- 
felTor  of  the  Trade,  for  Cinamon ,  Nut¬ 
megs,  and  Cloves.  If  the  lame  Chance 
or  Induftry,  ihould  put  iorae  other  Na¬ 
tion  into  PoffelTion  of  a  Soil,  producing 
thole  Commodities,  the  Company  of  Hol¬ 
land,  would  find  it  very  difficult,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  Expences,  of  lo  many  FortrefTes 
and  fmall  Settlements,  as  it  hath  in  the 
Indies.  Several  Nations  of  Europe  have, 
of  late,  rivalled  the  Hutch  in  the  Pepper 
Trade,  and  they  do  not  lupply  us  with 
Pepper  at  this  Time. 

Our 


(A)  As  the  Account  of  this  Company  is 
pretty  large,  we  refer  our  Reader,  tor  his  Eafe, 
to  the  Annotations  under  this  Letter,  at  the 
End  of  this  Chapter. 

t 
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Our  Company  is  now  re-eilabIiflied,(B) 
upon  Foundations,  which  are  by  fo  much 
the  more  folid,  as  there  will  always  be 
found  at  home,  a  Confumption  of  its 
Returns;  whereas  our  Neighbours,  arc  o- 
bliged  to  carry  theirs,  to  other  Nations* 
as  they  formerly  did  to  us.  The  Com¬ 
pany  is  in  PoiTeflion  of  the  important 
Town  of  Tondichery,  (a)  which  fecures 
the  Trade  of  the  Co  ait  of  Coromandel ,  (b) 

and 


(B)  The  Remai  :ks  upon  this  Company  are 
to  be  found  at  the  End  of  this  Chapter,  un¬ 
der  this  Letter. 

(a)  Pondichery ,  is  a  Town  on  the  Coaft  of 
Coromandel ,  and  one  of  the  prettied:  Fortifica¬ 
tions  in  the  Indies.  It  is  the  principal  Fac¬ 
tory  of  the  French  Company  $  and  the  Red- 
dence  of  their  Director  General. 

{b)  This  Coaft  reacheth  from  Cape  Comorin $ 
in  7  Deg.  30  Min.  North  Latitude,  to  Map 
falupatan ,  the  firit  Town  in  Golconda 3  which 
is  in  1 6  Deg.  20  Min.  fo  that  it  takes  up  9 
Deg.  of  Latitude,  and,  by  the  Winding  of  the 
S hoars,  maker h  a  Sea- Coaft  of  about  700 
Miles. 

The  Tr  ade  on  this  Coaft  is  very  confidcra- 
blc,  and  the  Harbours  the  beft  of  any  in  the 
Indies. 

Madras ,  11  fu ally  called,  Port  St.  George * 

Situated  at  about  30  Leagues  from  Pondichery 5 

G  z  in 


100 


and  of  Bengal ,  (a)  It  is  in  Polfeffioii 
of  the  Illands  of  Maurice  and  Bourbon , 
and  hath  Stock,  and  Ships  enough,  to  car¬ 
ry  on  this  great  Commerce,  as  likewife 
the  Trade  of  Africa ,  where,  it  will, 
without  Doubt,  re-eftabliih  the  Negro 
Trade,  which  beloneeth  to  it,  and  the 
Commerce  of  Senegal \  ( b )  from  whence 
the  \ Dutch  are  driven,  by  the  Lois  of 
Fort  Ar quin .(c) 

The 


in  13.  Deg.  10  Minutes,  North  Latitude,  is 
the  moft  confiderable  Settlement  of  the  Eng* 
lijh  Ea ft -India  Company  on  this  Coaft. 

(a)  Bengalis  the  moft  eafterly  Province  of  the 
Mogul's  Dominions.  It  is  faid  to  be  in  length, 
from  Eaft  to  J¥eft>  upwards  of  400  Miles, 
and  near  300  in  breadth,  from  North  to  South. 
The  Trade  carried  on  here  by  the  Europeans , 
is  very  confiderable,  and  the  Country  is  com¬ 
pared  to  Egypt ,  for  its  Fruitfulnefs  >  the  River 
Ganges ,  dividing  it  lelf,  into  feveral  Branches 
in  this  Province,  annually  overflows  it,  as  the 
Nile  doth  Egypt . 

(b)  For  the  Limits  of  the  Senegal  Com¬ 
pany,"'  fee  the  Remarks  on  the  Company  of  the 
Indies ,  under  Letter  B. 

The  River  of  Senegal ,  is  one  of  the  Branch¬ 
es  or  the  Niger  in  Africa . 

(c)  The  French ,  took  this  Fort  from  the 
Dutch ,  and  the  Pofleflion  thereof,  is  confirm¬ 
ed  to  them,  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  conclud¬ 
ed  at  Nirncguene ,  in  the  Year  1678. 
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The  Circulation  of  the  Stock  in  pub- 
lick  Funds  and  Companies,  maketh  a  great 
Part  of  the  Riches  of  our  Neighbours. 
Their  Banks,  their  Annuities,  their  Shares 
in  trading  Companies,  are  ail  in  T raffick  a- 
mongft  them.  The  Stock  of  our  Company 
would  be,  as  it  were,  dead  among  us,  at  the 
Time  its  Funds  are  tranfported,  by  rheCom- 
pany’s  Ships,  from  one  part  of  the  World 
to  another,  if,  by  the  Sale  of  the  Stock 
upon  the  Exchange,  it  had  not  acquired 
a  fecond  Value,  which  is  real,  circulat¬ 
ing:,  free,  not  deinandable  and  confe- 
quently,  not  liable,  to  the  Inconvenien- 
cies  of  a  Coin  of  Credit ,  (a)  and  having 
neverthelels  the  effential  Properties  of 
it. 


We 


(a)  The  French  Exprefhon  is,  Monnoye  dc 
Credit ,  by  which  is  underftood,  the  Notes, or 
Bills,  iflued,  by  the  Farmers  of  the  Revenue, 
the  Mint,  the  Bank,  Bankers,  and  others.  But 
fuch  fatal  Effe£fo,  proceeded  from  the  Failure 
of  thefe  Credits,  that  our  Author,  very  properly 
faith, this  kind  of  Coin  of  Credit ,  is  liable  to  Ha¬ 
zards,  and  Inconveniencies  v  as  hath  been  ful- 
Iv  experienced,  of  late  Years,  in  Ireland.  And 
yet  until  forae  better  Method,  of  increafing 

G  3  the 
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^  W  e  do  nor  purpofe  to  fay,  that  the 
I' roprietor  of  Stock  in  the  Company,  is 
more  ufeful  to  the  State,  than  an  Annui¬ 
tant,  who  receivetn  his  Rent  out  of  the 
i  own-houie.  Thefe  are  interefted  Party- 
pi  efeiences,  vvnich  we  are  far  from  giving 
into.  Tlie  Proprietor  of  Stock,  receiveth  his 
Income,  as  the  Annuitant  receiveth  his. 
One  of  them,  doth  no  more  Work,  than 
the  Other;  and  the  Money  paid  by  each 
of  them,  for  an  Adfion,  or  for  a  Contrad, 
is  alike  circulating,  and  equally  applica¬ 
ble  to  Commerce,  or  to  Agriculture. 
Pur  the  Reprefentation  of  thefe  Funds,  is 
diricrent.  That  of  the  Proprietor  of  the 
Stock,  or  the  Jl ciion,  (a)  not  being  fub- 

jetSfc 


the  Pledges  of  Permutations,  be  eftablifhed ; 
we  cannot  well  fubfift,  without  the  Benefit 
of  tbofc  Notes,  which  are  m&deaCow  of  Cre¬ 
dit,  by  Bankers,  and  other  Dealers. 

(a)  1  he  French  Word,  Ahiion,  fometimes 
fignifieth,  a  fir  arc  in  the  Stock  of  a  trading 
Company.  In  which  Senfe,  it  is  frequently 
madeUfeof,  in  this  Efiay. 

It  alio  fignifieth,  as  in  this  Place, the  Note,  or 
Acknowledgment,  given  by  the  Directors, 
to  the  Perfon,  who  is  interefted  in  the  Com¬ 
pany  ;  which,  as  appeareth  by  our  Remarks 
on  the  Company  of  the  Indies^  arc  payable  to 

Bearer, 
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jed  to  any  Formality,  in  parting  it  from 
one  Perfon  to  another,  is  more  circula¬ 
ting,  produceth,  by  that  Means,  a  grea¬ 
ter  Plenty  of  Value,  and  is  a  hire  Re¬ 
lief  upon  any  urgent,  and  unexpected  Oc- 
cafion. 


The  Contract,  ( a )  hath  Properties 
of  another  kind  of  Ule.  1  he  Father  of 
a  Family,  cannot,  without  Danger,  leave 
Actions,  to  Inheritors,  who  are  Minors, 
and  often  Spendthrifts:  But  he  may  be¬ 
queath  Contracts,  which  are  not  liable 
to  Theft,  and  cannot  be  paffed  from 
Hand  to  Hand.  Thefe  Contrads  fecure, 
and  make  known,  the  Riches  of  a  Fami¬ 
ly,  procure  Cr.edic  and  Settlements.  In 
Ihort,  it  is  well  there  are  in  France , 
thele  two  Kinds  of  Funds,  to  anfwer 
the  Temper  and  Condition  of  every 
one,  and  it  appeareth  to  be  equally 
hurtful,  to  reduce  them  to  either  Kind. 

G  q.  A  n- 


Bearer,  and  confequently,  anfwer  the  LJIe  of 
Money,  or  as  our  Author  expreffeth  it,  pro¬ 
duce  a  greater  Plenty  of  Value. 

(a)  Contract ,  is  the  Inftrutnent,  or  Deed 
given  to  the  Perfon,  who  is  entitled  to  an  An¬ 
nuity  upon  the  Town-houfe  of  Parts ,  or  pay¬ 
able  out  of  any  other  public  k  Fund. 
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.  Annuities,  are  publick  Securities 
in  England,  (C)  which  partake  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Contract ,  the  Action  and 
the  Rente  Tournante  amongft  us.  They 
have  as  the  Contract,  a  ietded  Income, 
payable  our  of  appropriated  Duties.  They 
have,  as  the  EUllton,  the  Property  of  be- 
iug  transferred  from  Hanc  to  Hand. 
T  hey  have,  as  the  Rente  Tournante ,  an 
annyal  Reimbursement,  of  part  of’ the 
Piincipal,  until  the  Whole  be  extinguifh- 
cd.  If  our  Contrails  upon  the  Town- 
Louie,  were  payable  to  Bearer  with  Ap¬ 
pointments  for  difcharging  the  annual 
Ivcnr,  and  part  of  the  Principal  they 
would  be  Annuities.  *  J 

T  h  e  R  e  is  a  remarkable  Obfervation 
to  be  made  upon  the  Eajt-lndia  Compa- 
n  Ox  Holland,  and  England .  T  he 
Firft  hath  a  great  Number  of  Ships  -  and 
its  Navy,  is  very  little  inferior  to  that 
of  the  Republick  it  felf.  The  Englijh 
Company  hath  not  one  Ship.  It  freights 
them,  as  they  are  wanted,  and  frequently 

Hires  them, from  its  o  wnDirectors.  Here  is  a 

*  ”  * 

large 


(C)  The  Remarks  are  incerted,  at  the  End 
oi  tuis  Chapter,  under  this  Letter. 
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large  Subject  for  Declamation,  and  thole, 
who  will  form  their  Judgments,  by  Ex¬ 
amples,  may  chole  as  they  like.  As 
for  our  Part,  we  mult  confels,  that  we 
cannot  comprehend  this  Englijh  policy, 
fince  it  doth  not  proceed  from  the  Want 
of  Fund. 

It  is  with  Regret,  we  here  call  to 
Mind  our  imprudent  Management  of  the 
ajjiento  Contrast ,  which  we  enjoyed, 
without  any  Profit,  from  the  Year  1701, 
(a)  until  it  was  given  up  to  the  Englijh, 
at  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  (h)  It  was  giving 
to  them  very  little,  if  the  Benefit  of  the 
Contract  be  confidered,  according  to  the 
Profit  we  made  of  it.  But,  in  reallity,  it 
was  giving  a  great  deal,  and  hath  proved 
ftill  more  lo3  by  their  uniting  it  to  the  South 
Sea  Company,  which  hath  been  formed 
in  our  Days,  without  any  Settlement 
for  Trade,  and  purely  to  raile  Money, 

by 


(a)  This  Contract,  for  carrying  Negroes 
to  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  America ,  was 
made,  by  the  King’s  Permiffion,  with  the 
Company  of  France ,  and  is  dated  the 
2.7th  Day  of  jluguft,  1701. 

(j)  Made  in  the  Year  1713. 


io  6 

by  an  Alienation  or  Taxes,  (a)  It  is  the 
Temper  of  the  Englijb  Nation,  to  turn, 
even  Treaties  into  Commerce*  and  it  was 
the  Temper  of  the  French  Nation,  to 

turn 


(a)  This  Company  was  eftablifhed  purfuant 
to  an  Aft  of  Parliament  in  the  Year  1710,  in 
order  to  fccurc  Debts  due  from  the  Nation,  for 
which  there  was  no  Parliamentary  Security,  by 
appropriating  certain  Funds,  for  payment  of  In- 
tereft,  until  the  Principal  could  be  difeharged. 
And  for  railing  a  further  Sum  of  yoo,ooo/. 

1  neie  Debts,  which  were,  on  Account 
ci  the  Navy,  the  Ordnance,  the  Tranfport 
Service,  for  feveral  Deficiencies  in  former 
Funds,  and  for  old  Debts  incurred  during  the 
former  War,  were  computed  to  amount,  "with 
Intereft,  to  above  feven  Million  of  Pound  Ster¬ 
ling  :  And  the  whole  Sum  intended  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for,  by  this  Statute,  appeared,  upon 
taking  in  the  Subicriptions,  to  amount  to 
L. 9,177,967.-  if  .*4.  But,  by  an  Aft,  pafled 
in  the  firfl:  Year  of  King  George  I.  a  further 
Sum  of  L>  822,, 03Z  :  4 :  8,  was  railed  to  com- 
pleat  the  Capital  Stock,  to  ten  Million,  for 
which,  fix  per  Cent  Intereft,  was  allowed,  and 
8000  /.  a  Year,  to  defray  the  Expences  of  ma¬ 
naging  the  Company’s  Affairs. 

It  is  true,  this  Company  had  no  Settlement 
for  I  rade,  when  it  was  firfl  eftablifhedj  but, 
what  gave  occafion  to  the  Name,  by  which 

thefe 
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tarn,  even  Commerce  into  Treaties.  This 
occasioned  the  Ajjiento  to  mifcarry  in 
our  Hands3  and  io  greatly  retarded  the 

Progreis 


thefe  Creditors  of  the  Nation  were  incorpo¬ 
rated*,  feemeth  to  be,  the  great  Commerce, 
which  the  Trench ,  then  drove  in  the  South - 
Seas^  of  which  Some  mention  is  made,  page 
2.  And,  perhaps  the  fortunate  Enterprize  of 
two  Brijiol  Privateers,  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs^ 
made  it  probable,  that,  if  the  War  continued, 
fome  more  lucky  Adventures,  might  be  under¬ 
taken,  or  at  lead,  that  upon  a  Peace,  fomc 
Benefits  in  Trade  might  be  obtained  from  the 
Spaniards. 

But,  whatever  hath  been  the  Succefs  of 
thofe  Parts  of  the  Scheme,  which  relate  to 
Trade,  and  the  V/hale  Fifoery ,  it  is  certain, 
that  the  granting  a  Security,  to  Creditors  of 
the  Nation,  who  had  no  Fund  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  their  Debts,  was  an  A£t  of 
Judice,  and  relieved  the  Nation  from  exorbi¬ 
tant  Expences,  in  many  Articles  of  publiclc 
Service.  For  fome  Articles  of  the  publick 
Service,  were  charged,  at  a  Rate,  at  lead  as 
high,  as  the  Difcount  paid  for  the  Bills  given 
in  Dilcharge  of  them  amounted  to,  which  was 
about  yo  per  Cent .  And,  for  fometime  after 
pading  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Stock  of  this 
Company  was  (old  at  above  30  per  Cent  lols. 

The  chimerical  Projefts  of  this  Company,, 
in  the  fatal  Year  1720,  the  Rife  and  Fall  ot 

its 
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Progrefs  of  our  lndia-Company  ;  the 
Management  whereof,  Monfieur  Colbert 
entrufted  with  Perlons,  who  were  rather 
Financiers,  than  Traders. 

The  South- Sea  Company,  doth  not 
polTeis,  either  Fortrefs  or  Land,  and  would 
flillbein  a  State  of  Inaction,  if,  upon  our 
furrendcring  the  Aj]iento ,  it  had  not  obtain¬ 
ed  from  theKing  of  Spain,  by  a  well  known 
Contract,  aPermidion  to  lend  annually, 
into  the  Spanijb  Dominions  in  Araerica) 
during  thirty  Years,  4800  Negroes ,  and 
a  Ship  of  five  hundred  Tuns,  (a)  This 

hath 


its  Stock,  the  Pradtices  of  its  Diredlors,  and 
flightof  us  Cafheer,and  what  wasdone  in  Par¬ 
liament,  towards  punifhing  the  Perfons,  who 
had  a  Hand  in  thofe  Diforders,  the  Contracts 
entered  into,  and  the  Methods  taken,  to  fee 
the  Company’s  Affairs  again  in  Order,  arefub- 
jedts,  which  would  require  too  much  Room, 
to  be  inlerted  in  this  Place,  and  the  Me¬ 
mory  of  the  Evil  is  but  too  frefh  in  all  our 
Minds. 

(a)  TbisContract  was  figned  on  the  26th  Day 
of  March  1713,  and  was  to  commence  from 
the  firft  Day  of  May  following.  But  the 
King  of  Spain,  by  an  Inftrument,  ratified  on 
the  1  ath  Day  of  June  iji6,  containing  other 
Explanations  of  th eJJJiento  Treaty, has  declared, 

j-  that 
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hath  railed  the  Price  of  the  South- Sea 
Stock  to  a  confiderable  Value;  and  it  is 
one  of  the  greateft  Circulations  upon  the 
Exchange  of  London. 

The  Privilege  of  an  exclufive  Trade, 
when  it  is  retrained  to  the  Places,  where 
Companies  have  only  Forts  and  Factories, 
is  agreeable  to  Juflice,  which  alloweth  eve¬ 
ry  Perfon,  tobeMafterof  what  he  pofief- 
feth  :  And  every  other  Trader,  who  would 
go  thither  mull  be  aLofer.  But,  exclufive 
Privileges,  never  ought  to  be  extended  over 
Nations,  which  are  under  Subjection.  It 
‘is  thus,  that  the  exclufive  Privilege  of 
Louiftana ,  obftruCted  the  Progrels  of  this 
important  Colony,  whilfl  it  was  in  the 
Power  of  the  Company,  (a)  In  truth, 

it 


that  the  Commencement  is  to  be,  from  the  firffc 
Day  of  May  1714. 

The  annual  Ship,  is  to  be  fent,to  the  Fairs 
of  New  Spain ,  and  Peru ,  which  are  held  at 
Carthagena ,  Portobello ,  and  V era  Cruz ,  but 
not  to  go  into  the  South-Seas ,  as  it  is  parti¬ 
cularly  mentioned  in  the  Inftrumcnt  oi  Ex¬ 
planation. 

(a)  This  was  before  the  Failure  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  Indies.  For  the  Regifeurs ,  or 
Managers,  appointed  by  the  King,  drew  up 

Regulations, 


no 


it  was  excrcifed  in  a  tyrannical  Manner. 
It  was  not  thought  enough,  to  retrain  the 
Inhabitants,  from  fending  their  Products 
to  France,  or  receiving  any  Commodities 
from  thence,  only  by  Means  of  the  Com- 
pany,  and  upon  fevere  Conditions;  but 
they  were  alio  forbid  to  trade  diredtly  with 
the  Spaniards ,  and  other  Neighbouring 
Nations.  Every  thing  was  to  be  done 
by  the  Fadfors  of  the  Company.  It  is 
much  the  fame,  as  if  the  King  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  carry  on  all  the  Trade  of  the  King- 
dom,  by  Perlons  appointed  under  him. 
What  a  deal  of  Induftry,  would  be  ob- 
flrudcd  by  this  Means.  The  Liberty 
that  is  reftored  to  the  Colony,  giveth 

Room  to  hope  for  great  Improvements 
from  it. 

The  Ifland  of  Bourbon ,  although  in 
Circumltances  fomewhat  like  thefe,°doth 
not  produce  Articles  enough  for  Com¬ 
merce 


Regulations,  dated  the  fecond  Day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1721,  which  put  this  Colony  into  a 
better  Condition  $  and,fincethe  Re-eftablilh- 
rnent  the  Com  pan}7,  it  hath  made  feve- 

other  Regulations^  in  Favour  of  this 
Colony. 


Ill 
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merce,  to  tempt  Traders,  from  inch  di- 
ftant  Countries.  The  Company,  and  that 
Ifland,  are  mutually  neceffary  to  each  o- 
ther.  Its  Advancement  dependeth,  upon 
the  Equity  of  its  Stipulation,  and  up* 
on  Mildncfs  in  the  Execution  of  it. 

T  o  judge  of  the  Affairs  of  our  Com- 
pany,  by  the  Price  of  its  Stock  ;  one 
would  think,  it  hath  no  other  Effects, 
than  the  ill-fecured  Farm  of  Tobacco,  (a) 
Yet  we  have  not  reckoned  this,  among 
its  Funds,  audits  Eftabliiliments,  which 
are,  in  every  Refped:,  luperior  to  thofe  of 
the  Englijb  Company, and  asloiid,  though 
not  fo  extenfive,  as  thofe  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Holland.  It  is  hoped,  that  the 
Storms  railed  upon  the  Exchange,  and 
the  F rights  Men  were  in,  upon  account  of 
the  Vtfa ,  (b)  are  now  allayed,  and  that 

they 


(a)  None,  but  the  King's  Farmers,  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  fell  Tobacco^  in  France^  and  the  Coun¬ 
tries  depending  thereupon  *  even  thofe,  who 
plant  Tobacco  in  that  Kingdom,  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  difpofe  thereof,  to  the  Farmers,  or 
their  Deputies. 

(f)  Vifa .  This  was  an  Inquifition,  made 
into  the  Tranfadtions  of  the  French  Company, 
and  Bank,  and  the  Pra&ices  of  the  Stock¬ 
jobbers,  purfuant  to  Arrets  of  Council, 
paffed  for  that  Purpofe,  in  the  Year  172,1. 
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they  will  relume  frefh  Courage,  after 

twelve  Years,  of  quiet  and  peaceable  Poll 
lefiion. 

We  leave  to  others, to  examine,  what  good , 
or  bad  Effects,  thcSyfiemoi  the  Finances* 
purlued  in  the  Time  of  the  Regency,  had 
upon  the  Kingdom  in  general.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  ir  ruined  many  Annuitant  Families  q£ 
CP  arts  ,and,  that  th  t  India  Co  nip  any ,  which 
ought  to  have  been  employed  in  nothing 
but  1  rade,  was  made  the  Means  of  thole 
Reimburlements,  which  have  enriched  fo 
many  new  Families.  All  that  was  offenfive 
in  the  1  ranfodtion  was  imputed  to  the 
Company  ;  to  Inch  a  Degree,  that  the 
Doctors  of  the  Sorbomie ,  declared,  that 
the  Profit  made  on  the  Adlions,  or  Shares 
in  the  Companies  Stock,  wasulurious.  A 
new  Caufe  of  Dilcredic,  which  Reaion, 
and  Time,  very  fiowly  wear  off.  * 

Ignorance,  or  Malice,  hath,  fome- 
times,  inclined  People  to  fay,  that  Com¬ 
merce  is  decayed,  fince  the  Company 
was  revived.  But,  the  Truth  is4  it  was 
never,  in  fb  flourifhing  a  Condition.  The 
Number  of  Ships,  trading  to  America ,  is 
more  than  doubled,  fince  the  Time  of 
the  Regency.  The  Company  had  al¬ 
ways  an  exclufive  ‘Privilege ,  there  is 

not 
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nor  therefore,  any  Innovation  on  that 
Score.  And  when,  formerly  ,(a)  for  want  of 
Funds,  the  Company  granted  Licences,  to 
private  Traders,  the  annual  Returns  did  not* 
exceed  two  Million  of  Livres ;  But,  thofe  of 
this  Year,  (^)amountto  eighteen  Million. 
Confumptions  are  the  Mealure  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Produce  of  the  general 
Farms,  (r)  is  the  Meafure  of  Coniumpri- 

ons 


(a)  This  was,  before  the  Ea ft- India  Cora * 
pany,  was  united  to  the  Weflern  Company,  as 
is  mentioned  in  the  Remarks,  pageyiz. 

(b)  As  this  Efiay  was  publifhed,  in  the 
Year  173 f.  We  may  prefume  the  Author 
means,  that,  or  the  preceding  Year. 

(c)  Fermes  Generales ,  which  are  alfo  called 
Termes-unies ,  are  the  three  great  Farms  of  the 
Kings  Revenue,  which  are  united  in  one 
Leafe.  Thefe  three  Farms  are,  the  Gabelles% 
the  AydeS)  and  the  five  Groffes  Fermes ,  or  Great 
Farms. 

Gabelle ,  formerly  fignified  all  Sorts  of  Taxes 
impofed  upon  Merchandize  and  Produ6ts,  but 
the  Impoft  upon  Salt,  is  now  particularly  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  that  Title. 

The  Farm  of  the  Gabelle ,  is  the  Right  the 
King  hath  to  fell  Salt,  in  moll;  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  France ,  which  he  granteth  in  Farm 
at  a  certain  Rent,  and  it  amounteth,  to  almoffc 

H  a  fourth 
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ons.  Every  one  knoweth,  how 


much 

the 


a  fourth  Part  of  the  Kings  ordinary  Re* 
venue. 

King  Philip  VI.  called,  de  Valois ,  introdu¬ 
ced  the  Gabelle  into  France ,  about  the  Year 
1344,  upon  Occafion  of  the  War,  which 
King  Edward  III.  of  England ,  waged  againft 
him. 

The  Provinces  of  Poitou ,  Xaintonge ,  Le- 
moujin ,  Guienne ,  and  Britany  are  free  from  the 

Gabelle. 

Aide ,  was  a  general  Name  for  all  Kinds  of 
Subfidies  levied  by  the  Authority  of  the 
Prince,  or  voluntarily  granted  by  the  People, 
to  aid  or  fuccour  the  State.  But  this  Term 
was  afterwards  applied,  to  an  Excife  of  a 
twentieth  Part  of  Wine,  fold  by  whole  Sale, 
or  in  Grofs,  and  a  larger  Proportion  of  what 
was  fold  by  Retail.  King  Charles  VII.  made 
this  Excife  perpetual,  and  now  it  is  extended 
to  Beer,  Cyder,  Perry,  and  feveral  other  Pro- 
vifions. 

All  France  is  not  fubjedt  to  this  Tax  :  The 
Provinces,  and  Parts  of  the  Country,  exemp¬ 
ted  from  the  Aides ,  are  reputed  Stranger. 
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the  laft  Farm  is  encreafcd.  What  bet- 

tec 


Thcfe  Provinces  are 


Alface 

Tranche  Comte 

Dauphiny 

Provence 

Languedock 

RouJJillon 

Gafcogne 

Limofin 

Brejfie 


Britany 

Navare 

French  Flanders 

Hainault 

Rethelois 

Auvergne 

Guyenne 

Artois . 


By  the  five  great  Farms  is  underftood,  the 
Duties  upon  the  Exportation  and  Importati¬ 
on  of  Goods,  not  only,  to  and  from  foreign 
Countries,  but  alfo,  to  and  from  the  Provin¬ 
ces,  reputed  Stranger . 

Theie  Duties  were  divided  into  fo  many 
different  Branches,  and  paid  in  fo  different  a 
Manner,  in  the  Places,  where  they  were  col- 
le&ed,  as  put  the  Merchants  and  Dealers,  in¬ 
to  great  Confufion.  Wherefore  King  Lewis 
XIV.  upon  the  Report  made  by  Monlieur 
Colbert ,  of  the  Original,  and  Nature  of  thofe 
Duties,  reduced  them  into  one  Tariffs  or 
Book  of  Rates ,  in  September  1664.  And  by  an 
Ordinance  in  1687,  which  relateth  to  the 
five  great  Farmes ,  the  King,  more  particu¬ 
larly,  regulated  the  Manner  of  levying  thefe 
Duties. 

H  z 
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ter  Evidence  can  we  have  for  our  Inform 
illation  ? 

The  Offend  Company,  ( a )  without 
any  Settlement,  became  an  Object  of 

Jealoufy 


The  Tarif  of  1664,  was  altered  in  many 
Particulars,  by  fubfequent  Arrets,  and  Decla¬ 
rations  of  the  Council,  whereby,  the  Impor¬ 
tation  of  fome  Goods,  was  alfo  intirely  pro¬ 
hibited.  The  Dutch  were  reftoredto  theUfe 
of  this  Tariff,  by  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguene . 
But,  by  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  made  be¬ 
tween  France  and  Holland  in  1699,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick ,  a  tariff  was 
made  for  feveral  Commodities,  at  a  higher 
Rate,  than  in  1654.  And,  at  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht ,  the  Tariff  of  1699  was  reftablifhed, 
and  is  now  made  Ufe  of  between  Holland 
and  France . 

.  iff)  Soon  after  the  Spanijh  Netherlands ,  were 
given  up  to  the  Emperor,  mconfequenceof  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht ,  the  Merchants  of  Oft  end, 
Antwerp,  and  feveral  other  Towns  in  Flanders , 
and  Brabant ,  undertook  to  improve  the  Trade 
ot  thofe  Countries.  They  formed  themfelves 
into  a  Society,  without  any  Charter  from 

the  Emperor,  and  fent  feveral  Ships  to  the 

Indies . 

Th  is  alarmed  the  Dutch ,  who  leized  two 
of  their  Ships  in  the  Years  1718,  and  1719, 
although  they  had  PafTports  from  the  Em¬ 
peror  ^ 
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jealoufy  to  the  trading  Nations,  and  the 
Caufe  of  great  Agitations  in  Europe,  in 

the  Year  172.5.  All  were  ready  to  take 

H  3  up 


peror  j  who,  in  vain,  demanded  Reparation. 
Whereupon  the  Ofienders  fitted  out  Ships  to 
defend  their  Trade,  and  having  obtained  the 
Emperors  Commifiion,  to  repel  by  force  thofe 
who  fiiould  attack  them,  they  took  a  Ship 
belonging  to  the  Dutch. 

The  Emperor,  at  length,  granted  his  Char¬ 
ter,  dated  the  19th  Day  of  December  1722, 
whereby  the  Company  was  impowered,  du¬ 
ring  30  Years,  to  trade  to  both  the  Indies , 
the  Coalf  of  Africa,  as  well  on  this,  as  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  and 
generally  to  all  Places,  where  other  Nations 
trade,  obferving  the  Rules  and  Cuftoms  of 
Law.  And  the  Emperor  promifed  to  protedfc 
and  defend  the  Company,  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
its  Liberties. 

The  Fund  of  this  Company,  was  fix  Mil¬ 
lion  of  Florins ,  divided  into  6000  Shares  of 
1000  Florins  each,  and  the  Books  for  taking 
in  Subfcriptions,  being  opened  at  Antwerp^  on 
the  n  th  of  Auguft  1723,  the  whole  Sum  was 
fubferibed  the  next  Day,  and  before  the  End 
of  that  Month,  the  Stock  was  fold  at  17  per 
Cent  Profit.  But  the  Oppofitions  given  by 
England ,  France ,  and  Holland ,  to  the  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  this  Company,  prevailed  with  the 
Emperor  to  recal,  or,  perhaps,  as  our  Author 
faith,  to  fufpend  the  Charter. 
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up  Arras,  when  the  Emperor  thought  fit 
to  fulpend  the  Charter. 

The  King  of  Spain  now  propofeth 
to  fet  up  a  Company  for  the  "Philippine 
JJlands,  {a)  which,  on  Account  of  the 
Advantages  in  the  Charter,  would  have 
been,  before  this  Time,  filled  up,  were  it 
not  prevented,  by  the  Difcredit  into  which 
the  Spanijh  Nation  is  fain,  by  the  Delay 
given,  to  the  Delivery  of  the  EfFedts 
brought  by  the  lad  Gallions.  (h)  A  Mi- 

nifter, 


(a)  Thefe  1  flan ds,  which  lye  in  the  Indian 
Seas,  between  China,  and  the  Molucca- Ifiands  ^ 
and  compofe  an  Archipellago  of  about  1100 
Ifiands,  were  difcovercd  in  the  Year  iyzo,by 
Magellanpuho  fil'd  pafied  through  the  Streights 
in  South  America ,  now  called  by  his  Name. 

Manilla ,  is  the  mod  confiderable  Ifland,  in 
the  PoOeffion  of  the  Spaniards ,  who  did  not 
make  any  Settlements  in  thefe  Ifiands,  until 
the  Year  1^64.  And  the  City  of  Manilla ,  is 
the  Seat  of  the  Vice  Roy,  and  an  Arch  Bi* 
fiiop's  See.  It  is  lituated  in  14  Deg.  ly  Min. 
North  Latitude,  hath  a  confiderable  Trade 
with  the  Chinefe ,  and  other  Indian  Nations, 
and  in  general,  thefe  Ifiands  are  capable  of  a 
mod  extcnfive  Commerce. 

(b)  The  Commerce,  which  is  carried  on, 
between  Spain^  and  its  Dominions  in  America^ 

is 
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nifter,  who,  tempted  by  a  prefent  Gain, 
breaketh  his  Word,  lofeth  an  hundred 

H  4  Times 


is  confined,  to  the  Gallions ,  the  Flotte ,  Flottilla , 
and  Re  gift  er  Ships. 

Gallions ,  properly  fpeaking,  are  Ships  of 
War  j  but  the  Fleet,  that  faileth  from  Cadiz 
to  Carthage  net)  and  Porto-bello ,  in  Peru ,  is 
called  by  this  Name,  and  confifieth  of  Mer¬ 
chant  Ships,  licenced  for  the  Trade,  as  well 
as  King  Ships  of  War.  This  Fleet  may  de¬ 
part  from  Cadiz ,  at  any  Time  of  the  Year. 

The  Flotte  is,  in  like  manner,  compofed 
of  Men  of  War,  and  Merchant  Ships,  which 
Sail  to  Fera-cruz ,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Mexico , 
and  is  obliged  to  leave  Cadiz ,  in  the  Month 
of  Auguft ,  to  avoid  fevere  Storms,  which  ge¬ 
nerally  blow  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ,  in  the 
Month  of  September. 

The  Flottilla^  are  Ships,  which  come  from 
America ,  before  the  Fleets,  to  give  advice  of 
the  Loading  and  Departure  of  them. 

Regift  er  Ships ,  are  thofc,  to  which  the  King 
of  Spain ,  or  the  Council  of  the  Indies ,  granteth 
Licences ,  to  go  and  trade  in  the  Ports  of  A- 
merica.  And  they  are  fo  called,  becaufe  the 
Licences  are  to  be  regiftred,  before  the  Ships 
fail  from  Cadiz ,  in  which  Port  the  Ladings 
are  generally  taken  in,  for  Buenos- Ayres^  and 
the  other  Ports,  to  which  Regifter  Ships  are 
fent.  Thefe'Licences coft  3 0,000  Piafters  each. 
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Times  as  much,  upon  occasions  of  greater 

Confequence.  (a) 

W  e  will  not  mention  the  other  tra¬ 
ding  Companies  of  Europe,  becaufe  of 
the  fmall  Importance  of  them.  What 

\ve  have  laid,  is  1'ufficient  to  our  Pur- 
pofe. 


I  r 


(a)  Monfieur  Colbert ,in  his  Political  Teflamnt 
prefented  to  King  Lewis  XIV.  hath  Some¬ 
thing  which  relateth  to  the  Conduct  of  aMi- 
nifter,  in  a  lower  Sphere. 

“  As  it  is  impoflible,  (faith  he)  that  a  Comp- 
“  trailer  of  the  Finance s,  can,  of  himfelf,  find 
cut  an  the  Ways  and  Means  to  produce 
Money,  io  he  ought  to  keep  Faith  witli 
thole,  who afiifi  him,  Fvery  Perfon,  who 
fumifhed  me  with  any  Flints,  which  were 
“  of  Service  to  your  Majefty’s  Affairs,  hath 
been  recompensed,  without  Diftindtion  of 
Perfons.  This  is  the  Way  to  quicken  and 

encourge  Men  of  Underftanding,  and  then 

the  Minifier  hath  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
“  confider  what  is  good  or  bad  in  the  Schemes 
that  are  laid  before  him.  To  difguit  thole 
*  Perfons,  is  the  ready  Way  to  deilroyyour 
tt  Alajelly’s  Affairs*  for,  J  would  fain  know, 
ec  what  a  Minifier  could  perform,  if  he  alone 

were  to  guefs  at  what  is  to  be  done  in 
”  a  State,  &c. 
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upon  Commerce. 

It  fhould  not  furprize  us,  thatPerlons 
of  the  greatcfl:  Genius,  do  not  turn  their 
Heads  to  a  certain  Way  of  thinking, 
when  we  confider  their  Situation.  Cajar 
and  Charlemagne ,  were  ignorant  of  thq 
Importance  of  Trade,  at  a  Time,  when 
Conquefts  were  all  in  all  .*  But  Solomon 
enriched  his  People,  by  Commerce  in  the 
Land  of  Ophir.  Henry  IV.  had  neither 
Time,  nor  Means  to  form  a  Navy,  of 
which,  he  very  well  knew  the  Benefit. 
Cardinal  Richelieu  hath  the  Credit  of  ha- 
ing  firft  begun  it  (a).  Cardinal  Mazarin 
did  not  encreate  it.  Neither  of  them 
thought  of  trading  Companies,  although 
they  had  before  their  Eyes,  the  lurpri- 

zing 


{a)  This  was,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Lewis 
XIII.  for  his  Predeceflors,  even  K.  Henry  IV. 
had  not  one  Ship  at  Sea. 

The  Progrefs  made,  under  the  Adminiltra- 
tion  of  Cardinal  Richelieu ,  was  very  fmall,  but 
the  flourifhing  Condition,  to  which  the  Na¬ 
vy  of  France ,  was  railed,  by  the  Care  of  Mon- 
fieur  Colbert ,  appeared,  on  many  Occafions, 
during  his  Adminiftnttion  >  and  the  Figure, 
which  the  French  Fleets  made,  during  the  laft 
War,  fheweth,  that  their  Navy  was  carried 
to  a  high  Degree  of  Perfe&ion,  and  may,  up¬ 
on  any  Occaiion,  be  turther  improved,  purfu- 
ant  to  the  excellent  Regulations  made,  for 
that  Purpofe,  in  France. 
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zing  Advantages,  which  the  Englijh  and 
'Dutch  drew  from  them.  Did  not  thefe 
Minifters  fall  into  the  vulgar  Notion, 
that  the  French  Genius  was  only  adapted 
to  War  ?  Is  Commerce  more  incompati¬ 
ble  to  this  Genius  than  Magiftracy  ?  Offer 
to  the  French,  Employments,  to  which 
Riches  and  Honours  are  annexed  ;  their 
Genius  will  appear  perfectly  made  for 
them. 

But  to  obviate  the  Objections,  which 
faife  Ideas  of  military  Government  may 
raife,  it  is  neceffary  to  examine,  how 
Nations,  who  have  been  without  Com¬ 
merce,  have  attained  to  high  Degrees  of 
Power. 
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The  Ea ft- India  Company  of  Holland ,  was  firft 
eftabliihed,  during  the  War,  that  followed 
the  Revolt  of  the  feven  Provinces,  from  the 
Dominion  of  Spain. 

The  King  of  Spain ,  in  hopes  to  humble 
the  new  Republick,  prohibited  all  Commerce 
with  it.  Portugal ,  was  then  under  the  Domi¬ 
nion  of  Spain ,  and  the  Portugucfe  were  the 
only  Europeans ,  who  had,  at  that  Time,  any 
Trade  directly  with  the  Eaft- Indies.  This,  as 
it  were,  forced  the  Dutch  upon  endeavouring 
to  eftablifii  a  T rade  in  the  Eaft- Indies,  that  they 
mightbring  from  thence,  thofe  Commodities, 
which  they  formerly  had  from  the  Spamjb 
Dominions  in  Europe .  The  wonderful  Suc- 
cefs  they  had  in  this  Undertaking  fheweth, 
that  the  Spani/h  Council,  which  was  intended  to 
prejudice  the  new  State,  proved  a  great  Means 
of  its  Support  >  and  we  may  from  hence  learn, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  drive  People,  into  too 
great  Difficulties,  left  it  may  force  them  upon 
Expedients,  which  may  be  deftruftiveto  out 
felves  y  as  this  Inftance  we  have  before  us,  pro¬ 
ved  to  Spain  :  For  the  Dutch  foon  drove  the 
Portugucfe  out  of  their  moft  considerable  Set¬ 
tlements  in  the  Indies ,  and,  perhaps,  the  little 
Prote£bion  the  Portuguefe  had  from  Spain , 
contributed  to  the  general  Revoltjof  Portugal. 

But  to  return  to  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft- India  Company. 

In  the  Year  if 91.  Some  Merchants  of 
Zealand ,  endeavoured  to  find  out  a  North-Eaft 
Paflage  to  the  Eaft-Indies ,  but  this  Attempt 
proving  unfuccefsful,  they  formed  a  Society, 

with 
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with  Tome  Merchants  of  Amjlerdam ,  and  fent 
a  Fleet  of  four  Ships,  to  the  Raft- Indies ,  by 
the  ordinary  Way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope . 

Several  other  Societies  were  formed  at  Am~ 
Jleulam^  Rotteir dam ^  and  in  other  Parts  of  the 
united  Provinces  3  but  the  States,  apprehending, 
that  theie  Societies  might  hurt  one  another  in 
their  1  raffick,  and  judging  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  fupport  this  Commerce,  by  any 
other  Means,  than  a  ftrong  Company,  with 
a  large  fund,  invited  the  feveral  Societies  to 
join  together,  which  they  accordingly  did, 
in  the  Year  1602,  under  the  Authority  of  the 
States  General,  and  this  is  the  Date  of  the 
firft  Charter  to  the  Dutch  Ea (l- India  Company^ 
which  was  for  21  Years,  but  hath  been  often 
renewed. 

T  he  Fund  of  this  Company  is,  as  our 
Author  fayeth  in  the  Margin  of  his  Eflay, 
^54f£S42'0  Florins,  but  according  to  others, 
6,440,200  Florins,  and  the  undernamed  Towns 
in  Holland^  and  the  Province  of  Zealand^  par- 
take  in  it,  after  the  following  Manner. 

Amfterdam ,  -  -  Half 

Zealand ,  -  -  -  One  Fourth 

Delft}  -  -  One  Sixteenth 

Rotterdam ,  -  One  Sixteenth 

l  Hoorn ,  -  -  -  -  Qnc  Sixteenth 

Euchuyfen ,  *  +  One  Sixteenth 

Each  of  thefe  Places,  hath  a  Chamber  com- 
pofed  of  Directors,  who  take  care  of  its  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular  Affairs,  and  the  Commodities  brought 
from  the  Indies ,  are  laid  up  in  the  Store-hou- 
fes  of  the  fcveral  Chambers,  according  to  the 
foregoing  Proportion.  And  the  Sales  are,  in 
the  fame  Manner,  twice  every  Year,  by  Cant 
to  the  higheft  Bidder. 

It  would  take  up  too  much  Room,  in  this 
Place,  to  give  a  particular  Account  of  the 
Management  of  this  Company’s  Affairs  inEu- 
rope,  and  the  Indies  }  However,  as  their  won¬ 
derful  Succels  feemeth,  in  a  great  Meafure, 
to  be  owing  to  good  Management,  the  Rea¬ 
der  will  not,  I  hope,  be  difpleafed  with  be¬ 
ing  acquainted,  that  the  Affairs  of  this  Com¬ 
pany,  are  regulated  and  governed  by  an  Af- 
fembly  offeventeen  Directors,  who  aredeputed 
from  the  feveral  Chambers,  in  the  followin'* 
Order,  '  ° 


8.  From  the  Chamber  of  Jmfterdam. 

4.  From  that  of  Middleburgh  in  Zealand. 

1.  From  that  of  Delft. 

1.  From  that  of  Rotterdam. 

1.  From  that  of  Hoorn. 

1.  From  that  of  Enchuyfen. 

1.  Fiom  that  of  Middleburgh ,  during  the 
two  A  ears,  this  Chamber  prefidethj  and 
duiing  the  S  A  cars,  that  Amfierdam  pre- 
hdeth,  the  four  Chambers  of  Delft,  Rot¬ 
terdam, '  Hoorn ,  and  Euchvyfen ,  alterna¬ 
tively  tend  the  feventeenth  Deputy. 


The  fi  tting  out  of  Ships,  the  Sale  of  Goods, 
Pc  Dividends,  and  all  the  other  Affairs  of 

Confequence, 
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Confequence,  relating  to  the  Company,  are 
refolved  upon,  according  to  plurality  of  Voi¬ 
ces  in  this  Aflembly  $  and  the  Chambers  arc 
obliged  to  execute  the  Refolutions  taken  in 
this  Aflembly,  the  rather,  becaufe,  the  De¬ 
puties  purfue  the  Inftrudtions  given  to  them 
by  their  refpedtive  Chambers. 

The  Stock  of  this  Company  is  divided  in¬ 
to  Shares  of  yoo  pounds  Grofs ,  or  3000  Flo¬ 
rins  each,  and  it  is  daily  bought  and  fold,  as 
the  Stock  of  other  trading  Companies.  But 
the  regularWay  is,  that  the  transfer,  mult  be 
figned,  in  Prefence  of  one  of  the  Directors. 

(B) 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  page  73, 
that  King  Lewis  XIV.  granted  Louijiana ,  to 
Monfieur  Crozat ,  by  a  Patent,  dated  the  14th 
Day  of  September  1712..  This  Patent  was  fur- 
rendered  in  Auguft  1717,  and  in  the  fame 
Month,  an  Ednft  was  made,  whereby  a  Com¬ 
pany  was  creatd,  by  the  Name  of  la  Com - 
pagnie  d*  Occident ,  the  JVefiern  Company,  to 
which  the  King  granted,  what  had  been  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Patent  to  Monfieur  Crozat ,  as 
alfo  the  Caftor ,  or  Beaver  Trade  of  Canada , 
which  the  Sieurs  Aubert ,  and  his  Partners, 
had  enjoyed  from  the  Year  1706,  by  a  Con¬ 
tract,  that  expired  in  the  Year  1717. 

The  Stock  of  this  Company  was  divided 
into  ABior.s ,  or  Shares,  of  700  Livres  each, 
for  which  two  Kinds  of  Notes  were  gi¬ 
ven  3  one  for  a  Angle  Share,  the  other  for 

ten 
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ten  Shares,  both  payable  to  Bearer.  As 
State  Bills ,  were  to  be  received  for  the  Sub¬ 
scriptions,  fo  an  Annuity  was  granted  for 
them,  at  the  Rate  of  4 per  Cent ,  and  the  Ar- 
rear  due  in  1717,  was  appointed,  as  a  Fund,  to 
be  employed  in  Trade. 

In  December  1717,  a  new  Edidfc  was  made, 
by  which,  the  Stock  was  limited  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  Million  of  Shares,  which  were  fub- 
feribed  by  the  i<5th  Day  of  July  folio  w- 
ing. 

In  the  Year  1718,  the  Senegal  Company, 
and  the  African  Trade,  were  united  to  the 
new  Company. 

In  the  Month  of  May  1719,  an  Edifl:  paf- 
fed,  whereby  the  Eaft- India ,  and  China  Com¬ 
panies^  of  which  mention  hath  been  made, 
page  92,  were  united  to  the  JVeftern  Com¬ 
pany,  and  its  Name  was  changed  to  that  of,  la 
Compagnie  des  hides,  the  Company  of  the  In¬ 
dies .  And  in  1720,  the  Privileges  of  the  St. 
Domingo  Company ,  were  added  to  it. 

Upon  the  Report  of  uniting  the  IVeftern , 
and  E aft -India  Companies ,  the  Stock  of  the 
IVeftern  Company  rofe  confiderably,  and  the 
united  Company  being  impowered,  by  the 
Edi£t  of  1715?.  to  take  in  Subfcriptions  for 
twenty  five  Million  of  Shares,  to  be  paid  in 
ready  Money,  at  the  Rate  of  pyo  Livres  a 
Share,  they  were  immediately  fubferibed.  By 
anotherArret  in  July  following, more  Subfcrip¬ 
tions  were  taken  in,  for  twenty  five  Million  of 
Shares, at  one  thoufand  Livres  for  each  Share  * 
and  by  two  fubfequent  Arrets,  one  hundred 
§  and 
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and  fifty  Million  of  Shares  more,  were  taken 
in  at  one  thoufand*  per  Cent .  So  that  the 
Shares,  including  the  old  Stock  of  the  We* 
flern  Company ,  were  three  hundred  Million, 
at  which  they  were  fixed  by  an  Arret  of  the 
1 2th  Day  of  Oftober  1719. 

In  Augufl  1719.  The  Company  undertook 
the  general  Farms  of  the  King’s  Revenue,  at 
3,yoo,ooo  Livres  a  Year  more,  than  they  were 
formerly  let  for,  and  engaged  to  lend  the  King 
twelve  hundred  Million  of  Livres  to  pay  offhis 
Debts.  But,  this  being  found  infufficient  to 
difeharge  the  Debts  of  the  State,  the  Com¬ 
pany  lent  the  King  100,000,000  of  Li¬ 
vres  more,  in  the  Month  of  September ,  and 
300,000,000  in  the  Month  of  Ohober ,  fo  that 
the  Loan  was  encreafed,  to  fixteenhundredMil- 
lion  of  Livres,  for  which  the  King  was  to 
pay  three  per  Cent . 

On  the  23d  of  February  172.0,  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Royal  Bank ,  of  which  we  fhall 
hereafter  have  Occafion  to  take  Notice,  was 
given  to  this  Company  ;  And  Mr.  Law ,  at 
that  Time  Comptroller  General  of  the  Finan¬ 
ces,  was  appointed  Infpedlor  General  of  the 
Company  of  the  Indies ,  and  the  Bank  united 
together. 

This  Union,  was  the  fatal  Rock,  fay  the 
French  Writers,  upon  which,  both  the  Bank 
and  the  Company  fplit.  The  Bank  Notes 
foon  loft  all  manner  of  Credit.  The  Stock  of  the 
Company  tumbled  down,  and  the  Company 
mult  have  followed  the  Fate  of  the  Bank,  if 
fame  Care  had  not  been  taken  to  preferve 
it, 

§ 
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The  Infpedtor  General  was  difplaced,  and 
afterwards  forced  to  quit  the  Kingdom.  New 
Dircdiors  were  appointed,  and,  in  order  to 
get  a  perfedt  Knowledge  of  the  Company’s 
Affairs,  an  Arret  was  palled  on  the  26th  Day 
of  January  1721,  whereby  it  was  ordered, 
that  Accounts  fliould  be  taken  of  the  Re¬ 
ceipts  and  Payments,  in  the  Company,  and  the 
Bank. 

The  Company  having  railed  fome  Oppofi- 
tion  to  this  Arret,  (as  great  Companies  al¬ 
ways  will  oppofe  a  Scrutiny,  into  their  Af¬ 
fairs  and  Management,)  the  Execution  of  it, 
was  peremptorily  ordered,  by  an  Arret  of  the 
7th  of  April  following. 

Endeavours  were  ufed,  to  diftinguifh  the 
true  Proprietors  of  Stock,  from  the  MiJJtJfipi- 
an  Stock-jobbers ,  whole  Practices  were  l'o  fatal 
to  the  Publick. 

A  fecond  Arret  was  publilhed  on  the  7th 
of  April  1721.  Whereby,  the  King  ordered 
fome  Councellors  of  State  to  make  a  Report 
of  the  Books,  Securities,  and  Effedls  of  the 
Company,  and  the  Bank}  which  were  depofi- 
ted  in  the  Hands  of  Perfons  appointed  for  that 
Purpofe.  Who,  under  the  Name  of  RegiJJeurs , 
Ihould  manage  the  fame,  until  the  King,  up¬ 
on  a  full  Knowledge  of  the  Company’s  Af¬ 
fairs,  might  provide  for  the  Intereft,  and  Se¬ 
curity,  of  the  true  Proprietors,  by  forming  a 
new  Company. 

We  have  thought  it  might  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  Reader,  to  incert  this  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Fall  of  this 

1  Company 


Company  of  the  Indies ,  more  generally  known 
among  us,  by  the  Name  of  the  Miffijfipy  Com- 
pany,  although  the  Company,  which  was  pro¬ 
perly  called  lo,  was  that,  which  was  formed 
by  Monlieur  Crozat ,  when  he  obtained  the 
Grant  of  Louijiana. 

Let  us  proceed  to  flievv  how  the  Company 
of  the  Indies ,  was  re-eftablilhed. 

Jt  is  of  little  Ufe,  to  trace  overall  theRe- 
ports  and  Regulations,  made  by  the  Managers 
appointed,  in  purfuance  of  the  Arret,  dated 
the  7th  of  April  1721,  and  all  the  Arrets  af¬ 
terwards  made,  in  favour  of  the  Company. 
But  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  by 
an  Arret  of  the  zzd  of  March  1723,  the 
Number  of  Actions ,  or  Shares,  was  fixed  at 
f6  ,ooo.  for  which  48,000  Bills  were  made 
out,  each  of  an  entire  Share,  confiding  of 
yooo  Livres,  and  80,000  others,  of  a  tenth 
Part  of  a  Share,  or  foo  Livres  each. 

On  the  24th  Day  of  the  lame  Month,  the 
King  reftored  the  Company  to  the  full  Enjoy¬ 
ment  of  its  Effects,  appointed  a  Council  of  the 
Indies ,  to  iuperintend  the  Company’s  Affairs, 
and  directed  a  Dividend  of  one  hundred  Livres 
on  each  Share,  to  be  paid,  for  the  Year 
1722,  out  of  Funds  appointed  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  independent  of  the  Profits  made  by 
T  rade. 

In  order,  fully  to  eftafalifh  this  Company, 
two  Edicts  were  made  in  June  1727,  and  regi- 
flrcd  by  the  Parliament,  the  King  fitting  in 
his  Bed  of  Juftice, 
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By  one  of  thefe  Edidts,  the  King  ordereth  ; 
that  the  Company  fhall  enjoy  the  exclufive 
Privileges,  heretofore  granted  the  Eajl- India , 
and  China  Companies. 

The  exclufive  Trade  for  Negroes ,  Gold 
Dufi^  and  other  Commodities,  on  the  Coail 
of  Africa ,  from  the  River  of  Sierra- Liona 
inclufive,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  as  here¬ 
tofore  enjoyed  by  the  Guinea  Company . 

The  exclufive  Trade,  from  Cape  Blanc ,  to 
the  River  of  Sierra-Liona ,  as  heretofore  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  Senegal  Company . 

The  Grant  of  Lonifiana ,  and  the  exclufive 
Privilege  of  the  Caftor ,  or  Beaver  Trade  in 
C dnada . 

The  Privilege  of  Trade  on  the  Coafi:  of 
Barbary ,  as  the  fame  was  enjoyed,  by  the 
Companies,  to  which  it  had  been  heretofore 
granted. 

The  King  confirmeth  to  the  Company, 
the  Farm  of  Tobacco,  and  the  exclufive 
Privilege  of  felling  Tobacco,  in  France ,  and 
the  Countries  depending  thereon.  As  alfo, 
the  exclufive  Privilege  of  the  Sale  of  Coffee, 
faving  to  the  City  of  Alarfeilles ,  the  Privi¬ 
lege  confirmed  to  it,  by  an  Arret  of  the  8th 
Day  of  February  172,4. 

Thele  are  the  material  Grants  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  contained  in  this  Edi£l.  And  the  King 
doth,  by  the  other,  acquit  the  Company  from 
all  its  former  Tranfa&ions,  the  Regiftersand 
Papers  relating  thereunto,  except  thofe  which 
related  to  the  Trade  of  the  Company,  being 
ordered  to  be  burnt. 

I  £ 
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Thus  this  Company  is  re*eftablifhed,a$  our 
Author  obferves. 


(O 

The  Method  of  railing  Money  for  the 
Ule  of  the  Publick,  by  Annuites,  was  in¬ 
troduced  into  England ,  by  the  Act  paired  in 
the  4th  Year  of  King  William  and  Q LMary^ 
for  raifing  one  Million  of  Pounds  Sterling,  on 
Annuities,  payable  out  of  Funds  appropriated 
to  that  Purpofe. 

This  Act  contained  two  Schemes.  If  the 
whole  Sum,  were  advanced  upon  the  firft 
Scheme,  then,  100,000  /.  a  Year,  till  the 
24th  Day  of  June  1700,  and  after  that  Day, 
70,000  /.  a  Year,  was  to  be  divided  by  half 
yearly  Payments,  among  the  Contributors, 
their  Executors,  Adminiftrators  or  Affigns,  as 
long  as  the  Perfons,for  whofe  Lives,  the  An¬ 
nuities  were  granted,  did  live:  And  upon  the 
Death  of  any  of  the  Nominees ,  their  Shares 
were  to  go  to  the  Survivors,  until  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Nominees,  ihould  be  reduced  to 
feven*  and  then  the  Share  of  every  of  thofe 
Survivors,  was,  on  their  refpeftive  Death,  to 
fink,  for  the  Ule  of  the  Publick. 

Thefe  are  called,  in  England ,  Annuities  for 
Lives  with  Survivorlhips,  and  are  like  the 
Tontines  in  Trance  3  which  were  fo  called, 
from  the  firft  Projector  of  this  kind  of 
Lottery,  Laurence  Tonti  of  the  City  of  Na¬ 
ples^  who  propofed  this  Method  of  railing  Mo¬ 
ney  in  the  Year  1 Bur,  although  it  was 
approved  of  by  the  Court  of  France ,  yer,  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  disagreeable  to  the  People,  it  was  not 
then  carried  into  Execution.  However,  in 
the  Year  1689,  and  in  a  few  Years  after,  this 
Method  of  railing  Money,  was  praftifed  in 
France ,  from  whence,  probably,  it  was  trans¬ 
planted  into  England . 

The  Sum  fubferibed  on  the  fi r fb  Scheme 
in  the  Aft  of  the  4.  IV.  and  M.  was  only 
108,000/.  for  which,  the  Contributors  were 
entitled,  to  Annuities  with  Survivorships,  in 
proportion  as  if  the  whole  Sum  were  Sub¬ 
scribed. 

The  Second  Scheme  in  the  Aft,  was,  that 
the  Contributors,  fftould  have  14I.  per  An - 
num9  for  each  100  1.  fubferibed,  during  his 
own  Life,  or  the  Life  of  any  other  Perfon 
nominated  by  him.  And  upon  this  Scheme, 
there  was  advanced  the  Sum  of  L.  773,393: 
14:  z. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  whole  Sum  of  Mo¬ 
ney  propofed  to  be  railed  by  this  Aft,  was  not 
fubferibed,  not  with  Handing  the  advantageous 
Terms  offered  to  the  Subscribers;  So  little  en- 
clined  were  the  People  of  England ,  in  thofc 
Days,  to  risk  their  Money  in  Lotteries,  or  to 
traffick  in  publick  Securities.  However, 
they  were  Soon  reconciled  to  the  Gainarifing 
from  the  Projefts  for  railing  Money,  and  it 
would  be,  an  almoft  endlefs  Work  todeferibe 
the  Several  Taxes  laid  upon  the  People,  the 
Methods  ufed  to  raife  Money,  by  Lotteries, 
Annuities,  and  other  Ways  of  anticipating 
the  publick  Revenue,  whereby  the  Nation  is 
involved  in  Such  immenfe  Debts,  and  fo  much 

I  3  Money, 
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Money,  and  fo  many  Heads,  were  turned  from 
i{(eful  Commerce,  to  the  pernicious  Trade 
of  Stock-jobbing.  Let  us  however  obierve, 
that  feveral  fubfequent  Adis  of  Parliament 
were  palled,  for  granting  Annuities.  Some 
for  one,  two,  and  three  Lives  j  others  for 
enabling  the  Perlons,  who  had  Annuities  for 
Life,  or  Lives,  to  change  them  into  An¬ 
nuities  for  a  long  Term  of  Years,  and  in  cafe 
they  negledted  to  do  fo,  by  a  certain  Day, 
then  to  enable  other  Perfons  to  purchafe  the 
Reverllons  of  thofe  Annuities,  for  the  Term 
of  Ye  ars.  Other  Laws  were  made,  whereby 
Annuities  were  granted,  for  a  certain  Term  of 
Years.  And  others,  until  redeemed  by  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  Reader  may  readily  obferve,  that  the  An¬ 
nuities,  mult  therefore  confift,  of  many  Kinds, 
and  that  although  forne  of  them  were  redeema¬ 
ble  by  Parliament,  yet  others  were  irredeema¬ 
ble,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Proprietors. 
Wherefore,  when,  upon  the  Project  for  dis¬ 
charging  the  publick  Debts,  many  of  them 
were  to  be  fubfcribed  into  the  South  Sea  Com¬ 
pany ,  the  Proprietors  of  the  irredeemable  An¬ 
nuities,  were  allowed  a  confiderable  Premium, 
to  induce  them  to  receive  the  original  Sums 
advanced  for  thofe  Annuities,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  prevail  with  all  the  Proprietors  % 
for  fomc  of  thofe  irredeemable  Annuities,  {till 
remain  unfatisfied. 

To  enter  further  into  this  Subject,  may,  it 
is  apprehended,  be  deemed  entirely  ufelefs.  It 
is  hoped,  the  Reader  will  pardon  what  hath 
jbecn  here  faid  upon  it. 

‘  CHAP. 

i  .  k 


upon  Commerce, 


*35 


CHAP  VII. 


Of  Military  Government. 


TH  E  Romans ,  had  no  other  Com¬ 
merce,  but  what  was  of  Neceffi- 
ty  ;  and  very  little  Polity,  but  what 
was  Military.  Yet  they  became  the 
mod  powerful  of  all  Nations. 

The  Arabs ,  likewife,  without  Com¬ 
merce,  and  without  Polity,  had  this  Ad¬ 
vantage  over  the  Romans,  that  their 
Power  was  the  Work  of  lefs  than  fifty 
Years;  whereas  the  Romans ,  after  more 
than  four  Centuries  of  continual  Wars, 
had  fcarcely  extended  their  Dominion  be¬ 
yond  their  firft  Territory. 

I  4 
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These  great  Events,  and  the  Con- 
quefts,  even  of  Alexander,  of  Gengis- 
Kam,  and  Tamerlane,  will  ferve  to  con¬ 
firm  our  Maxims. 

The  Spirit  of  Conqucft,  and  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Commerce,  mutually  exclude  each  ci¬ 
ther,  in  a  Nation  ;  but  let  us  add  an  Ob- 
fervation,  which  is  as  True,  and  as  Impor¬ 
tant.  It  is,  that  the  Spirit  of  Conqueft, 
and  the  Spirit  of  Prefervation,  are  as  in¬ 
compatible  :  That  is  to  lay,  when  the 
conquering  Nation,  cealeth  to  be  fo,  it 
is  loon  fubdued.  But  the  Spirit  of  Com¬ 
merce,  is  always  accompanied  by  the  Wifi 
dom  necefiary  for  Prefervation. '  Courage 
is  exerciled,  and  kept  up,  by  Dangers 
to  which,  long  Voyages  are  liable,0  al¬ 
though  it  be  not  agitated,  by  the  unru¬ 
ly  Ambition  of  invading  its  Neighbours 
Lands. 

The  Carthaginians  obtained,  with 
mercenary  Troops,  the  greateft  Advan¬ 
tages  over  the  Romans ,  whom  they  had 
almoft  fubdued  :  And  it  was  by  Means 
of  particular  Circumftances,  foreign  to 
the  different  Forms  of  their  Government, 
defective  in  each  State,  that  the  Romans, 
became,  at  laft,  the  Conquerors.  Even 
then,  the  Spirit  of  Commerce,  and  Prc- 
'  fervation. 
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fervation,  were,  as  it  maybe  faid,  in  their 
Infancy,  and  had  not  lime  to  grow  per¬ 
fect  :  Whereas,  the  Spirit  of  Conqueft, 
is  more  impetuous,  in  its  Source,  than 
in  its  Progrefs!  If  the  Frontiers  of  the 
Carthaginians ,  had  been  fortified  ;  if 
they  had  united  the  Care  of  their  Pre- 
fervation,  to  the  Spirit  that  was  engaged 
in  dilcovering  new  Countries  for  their 
Commerce ,  the  Romans  would  have 
been  no  more  to  them,  in  the  firft 
Tunic k  War,  than  a  Gang  of  Ban- 
tt z . 


Rome,  until  the  Time  of  the  Empe¬ 
rors,  was  more  a  Camp,  than  a  Town  ; 
and  its  Inhabitants,  were  then,  rather 
Soldiers,  than  Citizens,  employed  in 
forming  a  Civil  Society,  and  endeavouring 
to  procure, with  Equity, what  they  wanted. 


The  Emperors,  who  owed  their  E- 
levation  to  the  Soldiers,  were  Gene¬ 
rals,  always  perplexed  in  reftraining  the 
Infolence  of  thole  Soldiers,  upon  whom 
they  were  dependant.  They  neither 
thought,  of  fecuring  their  Frontiers,  nor,  of 
introducing  Civil  Polity  into  their  State, 
where  People  attained  to  Honours  and 
Riches,  by  War  alone. 


W  HEM 
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When  Time,  and  want  of  Difcipline, 
had  foftned  the  Spirit  of  Conquef!^  they 
were  eafily  fubdued  by  the  Northern 
Nations,  who  were  of  the  fame  fierce 
Nature,  with  the  hrft  Romans  ;  and 
thefe  new  Conquerors,  became,  in  lome 
Time,  the  Conqueftof  others,  who  were 
like  themlelves. 

NS  I A  hath  undergone  the  fame  Fate 
with  Europe.  Without  Trade,  without  Po¬ 
lity,  it  was  always  a  Prey  to  new  Tyrants, 
who  were  continually  deftroyed  by  one 
another.  The  Calif  at,  which  was  the 
greatefl  of  the  Powers,  that  were  formed 
by  the  Enthulialm  of  a  conquering  Re¬ 
ligion,  when  it  cealed  to  enlarge  it  ielf, 
became  the  Sport  of  the  fmalleft  TDyna- 
Jiies,  who,  in  emulation  of  one  another, 
contended  for  the  Glory,  of  fubduing, 
or  of  protecting  it.  And  all  thefe  T>y- 
nafies,  which  were,  with  little  Difficul¬ 
ty  brought  under  the  Power  of  the  cruel 
Gengis-Kam,i\\t  Deflroyer  of  Nations,  re¬ 
fumed  their  formerPower,  under  hisSuccef- 
fors,  to  be  again  fubdued  by  Tamerlane. 

The  gaining  of  two  or  three  Battles, 
made  the  Califs  Gengis-Kam,  Tamer - 
lane,  and  long  before  their  Time,  Alex • 
ander  the  Great ,  Mailers  of  all  Afa. 

Thefe 
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Thele  Conquerors  had  to  deal  with  Na¬ 
tions,  who  had  nothing  left  to  help  them, 
after  the  Lol's  of  a  few  Battles,  becaufe 
they  were  only  influenced,  by  the  Spirit 
of  Conqueft,  and  not  by  that  of  Prefer- 
vation.  After  the  Defeats  at  Hoch- 
Jtead,  Turin ,  Barcelona,  and  Ramellies , 
our  Frontiers  were  not  broken  through. 
When  France  was  purely  military,  the 
Lois  of  fewer  Battles  w^ould  have  fub- 
dued  it. 

Let  us,  for  a  while,  confider,  what 
maybe  the  Strength  of  the  Turks.  Their 
PofTeffions  in  Europe ,  are  fufficient  to 
make  them  equal  to  their  molt  powerful 
Neighbours.  They  have  likewife,  AJia 
Minor,  Syria,  Egypt,  and  many  other 
Countries.  Thefe  are  vaft  Dominions  ; 
and  yet  the  Ruler  of  fo  many  Nations, 
is  fcarcely  looked  upon  as  a  real  Power. 
It  is,  becaufe  the  Spirit  of  Conqueft, 
which  rendered  them  lo  great,  is  difti- 
pated,  and  the  Spirit  of  Prefervation  hath 
not  fucceeded  in  the  Place  thereof. 

I  f  the  Spirit  of  Commerce,  and  of 
Polity,  which  are  infeparable,  did  ani¬ 
mate  the  Ruler  of  the  Turks,  the  reft 
of  Europe,  united  together,  would  be 
Icarce  lufficient  to  refill  his  Power.  But, 

without 
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without  that,  we  have  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  him,  although  the  Turks  fiiould 
refume  the  Courage,  and  Enthufiam,  of 
thch  jii ft  Conquerors.  W eli  fortified 
Frontiers,  and  new  Obllacles,  after  the 
firft  Difficuties  lhould  be  furmounted, 
would  loon  abate  their  Fury. 


Before  the  Portuguefe  difcovered 
the  Way  to  the  Eaft- Indies,  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  (a)  the  Venetians 
were  Mailers  of  this  rich  Commerce  by 
the  Way  of  Egypt.  The  Hiltory  of  the 

League 


{a)  This  Difcovery  was  made  in  the  Year 
by  Vafco  de  Gomes ,  a  Portuguefe. 

The  Dutch  made  themlelves  Mailers  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  in  the  Year  i6fj,  after 
having  twice  attempted  to  drive  the  'Portu¬ 
guefe  out  of  their  Settlement  in  the  Illand  of 
Mofambique ,  fituated  in  if  Deg.  South  Lati¬ 
tude,  at  about  half  a  League  Diltance  from 
the  Eaflern  Coaft  of  Africa ,  and  where  the 
Portuguefe  Governor  General  ref  doth. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  is  the  moll  confi- 
derable  Settlement  the  Dutch  have  on  the 
Coaft  of  Africa ,  and  of  great  Advantage  to 
them  in  their  Eaft-India  Trade,  being  a  Port 
moll  conveniently  fituated  for  their  Ships  to 
flop  at,  and  take  in  Refrefiiments  in  thole  long 
Voyages. 
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League  of  Cambray ,  fheweth  us,  what 
was,  at  that  Time,  their  Power,  which 
hath  been  fince  dilperfed  among  the  Na¬ 
tions,  to  whom  this  Commerce  hath  ne- 
celTarily  been  transferred.  Military  Go¬ 
vernment  did  not  make  the  Venetians 
Great.  Military  Government  doth  not 
now  iupport  them.  They  are  iupported 
by  their  Polity,  and  lome  Remains  of 
Trade,  which  Triejie  (a)  endeavoured 
to  deflroy,  at  the  Time  the  three  allied 
Crowns  took  up  Arms,  to  deprive  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  his  Dominions  in  Italy . 

The  Spaniards ,  are  the  Conquerors 
of  America.  A  Country,  which  isatnou- 
fand  Times  more  advantageous  to  other 
Nations,  who  trade  thither,  than  to  the 
Spaniards  who  poffels  it. 

When  the  Emperor  won  the  Battle 
of  Belgrade ,  Europe  was  not  alarmed 
at  the  Conquefts,  which  might  have  been 
the  Confequence  thereof.  Bur,  when  he 
attempted,  to  eftablilh  th tOfiend  Company , 

he 


(a)  Trieflc,  is  a  Sea  Port  Town,  belonging 
to  the  Emperor.  It  is  fituated  on  the  AdrUi- 
tick ,  in  the  Province  of  Ijiria,  in  Italy. 
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he  was  threarned  with  a  moft  obftinate 
War  ;  and,  perhaps,  theSenle  his  Neigh¬ 
bours  retain  of  this  Attempt,  is  a  great 
Motive  for  their  refufing  to*  afllft  him 
at  this  Juncture.  Their  "Commerce  bal- 
lances  the  Extent  of  his  Dominions. 

The  Mufcovites,  were  fcarce  known 
in  Europe ,  until  the  Czar  Teter,  under¬ 
took  to  make  them  a  trading  Nation. 
Their  Strength  encreafeth,  according  to 
the  Progrefs  they  make,  in  Polity  and 
Commerce  ;  and  not,  according  as  they 
enlarge  their  Territory,  which  hath  al¬ 
ways  been  immenfely  large.  Their  new 
Navy,  and  the  Harbour  of  Eetersburgh , 
built,  almoft  in  defpite  of  Nature,  are 
more  advantageous  to  them,  than  the 
Plains  of  Siberia ,  and  Tartary ,  former¬ 
ly  were.  But,  even  thele  Countries,  dai¬ 
ly  become  more  ufeful,  by  means  of  great 
Settlements,  of  which,  they  gradually 
feel  the  good  EfFedts.  The  Strength  of 
a  State,  is  not  to  be  meafured,  by  the 
Extent  of  its  Territory,  but  by  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  the  Ufefulnefsof 
their  Labour. 

Give  me  leave  to  make  fome  Obler- 
vations  upon  this  new  Power,  which  is 

riling 
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rifing  before  our  Eyes.  It  might  have 
been  expected,  that  the  Spirit  of  a  Law¬ 
giver,  with  which  the  Czar  ‘Peter,  was 
animated,  would  have  abated  after  his 
Death,  or  at  lead,  after  fo  many  Changes 
of  Sovereigns,  and  of  Minifters.  Never- 
thelefs,  they  ftill  proceed  upon  the  fame 
Principles.  The  fame  Spirit  directs  them  ; 
and  the  Minifter,  who  fuceeedeth,  be¬ 
ing  lefs  envious  of  the  Honour  his  Pre- 
decefTor  hath  gained,  by  the  Eftablilh- 
ments  he  hath  made,  than  defirous  to 
have  the  Reputation  of  bringing  them  to 
Perfection,  addeth  to  what  he  findeth  al¬ 
ready  begun. 

A  Body  of  Troops,  furnifhed  with 
Engineers,  and  necefTary  Workmen,  is 
gone  to  the  Japan  Sea,  there  to  make 
Harbours,  which  will  have  a  Communi¬ 
cation,  by  Canals  and  Rivers,  with  the 
Gulph  of  Lena,  the  Caff) I an  Sea,  and 
Petersburgh.  Thefe  are  vaft  Works! 
Thefe  are  aftonifhing  Enterprizes  !  which 
will  unite  the  Extreams  of  Afia,  and  Eu¬ 
rope.  Such  Undertakings,  mult,  of  Courfe, 
require  Time  to  make  them  perfect,  but 

they  are  very  formidable,  in  fo  vaft  an 
Empire. 
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At  length  the  Spirit  of  Peace  hath  in- 
lightned  all  Europe.  So  long,  as  this 
Spirit  prevaileth,  a  juft  Balance  will  al¬ 
ways  prevent  one  Power  from  growing, 
by  Conqueft,  to  luch  a  Degree,  as  to  be 
dreaded:  And,  if  fome  momentary  Inte- 
reft,  Ihould  difturb  this  blefted  Harmony, 
the  Conqueror  can  never  hope  to  extend 
his  Limits.  All,  ought  to  unite,  to  ftop 
his  dangerous  Progreis  ;  and  a  Nation  can 
now  no  otherwife  aggrandize  it  lelf,  than 
by  Wil'dom  in  its  Government  at  Home, 
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According  to  the  Progrefs  of 

Arts,  Men,  at  firft,  tilled  the  Ground 
by  the  Strength  of  their  Arms  alone,  and 
afterwards,  by  the  Help  of  Inftruments, 
which,  in  the  Beginning,  afforded  (mail 
Affiftance  ;  but  Experience  rendered  them, 
by  Degrees,  much  more  ufeful.  This 
Progrefs  of  Induftry,  hath  no  Bounds.  It 
is  to  be  prefumed,  it  will  always  encreafe, 
and  that  new  Wants  will  flill  arife,  about 
which,  new  Skill  and  Induftry  may  be 
employed. 

I  f,  in  the  firft  Suppofition  of  four  I- 
flands,  the  Inhabitants  of  three  of  them, 

K  had 
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had  not  the  Ufe  of  Inttruments,  but  were 
obliged  to  labour  by  the  Strength  of  their 
Arms  alone,  and  the  fourth  Id  and,  had 
the  Ufe  of  the  Plow,  or  the  Mill  •  it  is 
evident,  that  this  Ittand,  would  have  a 
a  greater  Number  of  Inhabitants,  to  did- 
pole  of,  than  the  others.  It  is  of  late, 
that  Idands  of  a  new  Kind  of  Luxury 
have  been  dilcovered.  For  Pittance,  Silk, 
1  obacco.  Sugar,  and  fuch  Kinds  of  Com¬ 
modities,  are  but  newly  become  Wants. 
It  is  a  great  Advantage  to  obtain  the 
Productions,  the  Manufacture,  and  the 
Carriage  ot  thefe  Things,  by  employ¬ 
ing  fewer  Men  ;  and  "the  Growth  of 
a  Nation  in  Power,  cannot  be  difcovered, 
but  by  diftinguilhing  all  thefe  different 
Articles  of  Commerce,  which  are,  in  a 
manner,  immeried  in  their  immenfe  Quan¬ 
tity. 

A  Propofal  was  made,  for  fuppfying 
a  City  with  Water  by  eafy,  and  not 
expenfive  Engines.  Can  it  be  believed, 
that  the  principal  Objection,  and  which, 
perhaps,  hindered  its  being  carried  in¬ 
to  Execution,  was  this  Queftion  :  What 
will  become  of  the  Drawers  of  Wa¬ 
ter  ?  It  is  like  wife  known,  that  Oppo¬ 
sition  was  given,  to  the  making  of  Ca¬ 
nals  in  Provinces,  where  the  Products 

of 
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of  the  Land  perifh,  for  want  of  Vent: 
And  this,  becaufe  they  were  at  a  Lois 
to  know,  what  would  become  of  the 
Carriers. 

A  Taylor,  formerly  contrived,  tofub- 
ftitute  Buttons,  made  of  the  fame  Stuff  with 
the  Garment,  in  the  Place  of  Buttons, 
made  in  the  Loom,  which  coll  more,  and 
do  not  match  io  well.  The  Button- ma¬ 
kers  were  then,  in  the  Condition,  Draw¬ 
ers  of  Water  would  be,  if  the  City  had 
been  fupplied  with  Water  by  Engines, 
and  Buttons  made  of  the  fame  Stuff  with 
the  Clothes,  were  prohibited.  ( a )  By 
the  fame  Rule,  if  Hoop-petty-coats  were 

K  x  going 


(a)  This  was  done,  by  a  Declaration  of  K. 
Lewis  XIV  dated  the  27 th  Day  of  September 
16514,  and  by  an  Arret  of  Council,  dated  the 
Z4th  Day  of  June  i6s>f.  And  by  another 
Arret  dated  the  16th  Day  of  January  1712. 
The  Ufe  of  Buttons  made  of  Horn,  was  pro¬ 
hibited. 

It  hath  been  thought  proper  in  England ,  to 
follow  this  Example.  And  accordingly,  the 
Ufe  of  Buttons  and  Button-holes ,  made,  or 
bound  with  Stuff,  of  which  Clothes  are  ufu- 
ally  made,  is  prohibited  }  as  alio.  Buttons, 
made  of  Wood,  and  turned  in  imitation  of  o- 
ther  Buttons.  Vid.  10.  Will.  3.  cap.  2,  and 
8  Ann.  cap.  6. 
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going  out  of  Fafhion,  the  Makers  of 
them,  would  have  a  Right  to  require 
their  being  continued  ;  and  this  likewife, 
upon  fome  Pretence  of  publick  Advan¬ 
tage,  becaule  the  Encreale  of  the  Price 
of  II' hale-bone,  encreafeth  our  Fifhery, 
(A) and  consequently,  our  Navy,  which, 

upon  Occafion,  will  turn  to  much  greater 
Advantage. 

Persons  employed  in  flight  Works, 
will  have  Bufinels,  in  all  the  Changes  of 
our  Falhions.  When  the  Ufe  of  Ribbands 
was  laid  afide,  Furballas  were  made;  af¬ 
terwards,  lome  other  Fafliion  took  place, 
and  now  Hoop-pettycoats  :  Which  will 
loon  give  way  to  fome  other  Invention. 
And  the  lame  Skill  that  lerveth  for  one, 
may,  with  eale,  be  turned  to  another, 
without  the  Legiflatures  having  Occafi¬ 
on  to  intermeddle  therein.  The  Works 
lold  by  Milliners,  and  in  Toy-lhops,  are 
not  confidered  in  Commerce,  but  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  frequent  Changes. 

Those  Perfons,  whofe  Induftry  de- 
pendeth,  more  upon  Strength,  than  Skill, 

will 


(A /Remarks  upon  thisArticle,are  to  be  found, 
at  the  End  of  the  Chapter,  under  this  Letter. 
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will  always  find  Employment.  The  Draw¬ 
ers  of  Water,  and  the  Carriers,  will  car¬ 
ry  other  Commodities.  They  will  drag 
along  Rivers.  They  will  plow,  and  do 
other  laborious  Works.  There  may  be 
alio  Quays,  high  Roads,  and  other  pub- 
lick  Works,  to  make,  or  to  repair,  which 
will  afford  Employment,  for  Inch  Kinds 
of  induftrious  Perlons,  and  for  Beggars, 
who  are  fit  for  Labour. 

Criminals  ought  to  be  appointed 
to  thole  painful  Labours,  which  fhorten 
Life  ;  and,  a  vifible,  dilgraceful  Mark, 
will,  at  the  fame  Time,  make  them  lerve, 
as  dreadful  Examples,  to  deter  thole  wick¬ 
ed  Wretches,  who  are  enclined  to  difturb 
the  publick  Peace.  But  the  poor  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  ought  to  find  Labour  rendered  as 
ealy  to  them,  as  the  publick  Interefl  will 
admit. 

Nature  hath  planted  in  both  Sexes, 
a  reciprocal  Defire  of  being  together  ;  of 
pleafing,  and  being  lerviceable  to  each  o- 
ther.  What  Gallantry,  and  Politenels, 
make  a  well  bred  Man  perform,  the  Pea- 
fant  doth ,  in  his  clownilh  Manner,  for 
the  country  Lafs.  He  taketh  a  Pride,  in 
appearing  flrong  and  able  to  carry  large 
Burthens,  as  the  Cavalier  doth,  in  the 

K  3  Ex* 
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Exercife  of  Arms.  When  Men  and  Wo¬ 
men  labour  together,  in  making  a  Canal, 
or  a  High-Road,  the  Work  will  go  on, 
with  more  Spirit,  and  become  lefs  levere. 
The  Object,  which  the  Legiflature  ought 
to  have  always  in  View,  is,  to  render 
Men  as  happy  as  their  miferable  Condi¬ 
tion  will  admit  :  And  no  greater  Occafi- 
on  of  Scandal  will  arife,  from  Men  and 
Women  working  together,  than  from  fee¬ 
ing  them  together,  in  publick  Walks,  or 
in  the  Churches.  Remove  one  Sex,  and 
we  fhall  find  thole  Places,  iels  frequented 
by  the  other.  We  have  all  of  us,  the 
Seeds  of  the  lame  Paffions,  in  us;  Edu¬ 
cation  alone  varieth  their  Effects. 

When  the  Society  is  obliged  to  de- 
ftroy  one  of  its  Members,  it  may,  how¬ 
ever,  draw  lorne  Advantage  from  it.  A 
melancholy  Recompence  for  the  Lofs  it 
thereby  fullaineth !  Phyfick,  hath  Occa¬ 
sion  for  1-iying  Subjects,  in  making  its  a- 
natomical  Experiments.  The  condemned 
Perfon,  would  fubmit  to  the  Operations, 
upon  the  Hopes  of  furviving  them,  and 
meriting  his  Pardon,  by  Sufferings,  which 
would  prove  ufeful  to  his  Country.  It  is, 
to  an  Experiment  of  this  Kind,  that  Sur¬ 
gery  is  indebted,  for  reviving  the  Method 

cutting  for  the  Stone. 


Ah 
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An  Englijh  Author,  hath  made  a 
Computation,  by  which  he  endeavoured! 
to  ihew,  that  one  Sailor,  is,  of  as  great 
Value  to  his  Country,  as  feven  Plowmen. 
It  doth  not  appear,  that  this  Computati* 
on  can  be  exadfe.  It  is  true,  Carriage  by 
Sea,  is  lefs  expenfive,  than  Carriage  by 
Rivers  ;  and  by  Rivers,  lefs  than  by  Land : 
And  if  his  Computation,  only  reflected, 
the  Alternative  of  Carriage  by  Sea,  or  by 
Land,  the  Sailor  would  be  of  more  than 
twenty  Times  the  Value  of  the  Carrier. 
But  the  Plowman  hath  another  Kind  of 
Value  5  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
Fruit  of  his  Labour,  is  of  ablolute  Necef- 
fity .  And  herein  he  is  preferable,  c- 
ven  to  the  Sailor,  who  bringeth  Com 
from  foreign  Countries;  for  the  Sailor  on- 
ly  brings  the  Corn,  without  producing  it. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Sailor,  the  Plowman, 
the  Artificer,  are  all  necefiary  ;  and 
States  do  not  become  great,  but  by  the 
Number  of  Workmen,  who  encreafe  in 
each  Profeffion,  according  to  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  the  Country,  the  Inclination  of 
the  People,  and  the  Profits  they  make. 
It  is  always  as  true,  that  to  know, 
how  to  perform,  with  one  Sailor,  one 
Plowman,  one  Carrier,  one  Artificer, 
what  before  required  two ;  is  to  know 
Row  to  double  the  Number  of  In- 

K  4  habitants ; 
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habitants  ;  and,  in  this  Senle,  to  multi¬ 
ply  the  Number  of  Workmen,  and  to  find 
out  Ways  of  rendring  Labour  eafy,  is  the 
Matter-piece  of  human  Witdom. 

The  Artificer  mud  be  along  Time 
an  Apprentice,  to  learn  to  make  good 
Ware.  It  is  not  fo  with  the  Retailer  of 
them.  His  Knowledge  is  of  little  Ufe. 
1*01,  if  theie  ceated  to  be  Shop-keeoers 
to  fell  their  Ware,  the  Manufacturers  would 
have  no  more  to  do,  than  to  fend  them, 
by  their  Favors  or  Servants,  with  Marks! 
the  wing  their  Manufactory,  and  Price, 
and  Bufinets  might  be  carried  on  as  be¬ 
fore.  It  is  a  common,  and  a  true  Saying, 
that  Shop-keepers  are  Sellers  op  every 
Thing,  Makers  of  nothing. 

The  Cafe  is  not  the  lame,  upon  the 
Lois  of  a  Perfon,  who  conduCteth  aMa* 
nufaCtory.  His  Workmen  dilperle,  if 
they  be  not  immediately  employed  :  And 
they  carry  the  Benefit  of  their  Skill,  and 
Laoour,  into  lome  other  Country.  Thus 
the  Shop-keeper  delerveth  only  the  Re¬ 
gards  due  to  an  Inhabitant,  whofe  Lois 
vnay  be  eafiiy  repaired  ;  But  the  Manu- 
^aCturer,  merits  the  utmofl:  Regard  of  the 
Legiflator,  And  vve  have  feen,  what 

the 
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the  Cadoz,  (a)  and  Van  Roberts ,  ( b ) 
have  performed,  encouraged,  and  reward¬ 
ed  by  Titles,  Penfions,  and  Privileges. 
Favours,  which,  no  one  ought  to  think  too 
much,  for  thole  Founders  of  a  perpetual 
Nurfery  of  Workmen,  who  are  every 
Day  more  and  more  ulefulto  the  State. 

It  is  furprizing  to  fee,  how  mod  of 
the  Shops  of  ‘Paris,  are  filled  with  lufly 
Lads ,  employed  in  indolent,  and  ealy 
Works,  whilft  fo  many  Girls  are  mifera. 
ble,  only  for  want  of  Employment,  or 
becaule,  what  Employment  they  have, 
is  not  fufficient  to  maintain  them.  De¬ 
bauchery  prelenteth  its  felf,  with  Money 
in  its  Hand,  and  it  is  hard  to  refill:  the 
Temptation.  This  is  what  fillerh  our 

Houfes 


(a)  Nicholas  Cadeau,  by  Birth  a.  Frenchman, 
eftablifhed  a  ManufaCture'of  woollen  Cloths  at 
Sedan ,  in  the  Province  of  Champagne ,  and  ob¬ 
tained  Letters  Patent,  with  great  Privileges,  in 
the  Year  1646. 

(b)  JoJfe  van  Robais ,  si  Dutch  Merchant,  e- 
ftablifhed  a  Manufacture  of  fine  woollen  Cloths 
at  Abbeville  in  the  Province  of  Picardy ,  in 
the  Year  1667.  And  obtained  Letters  Patent 
with  large  Privileges,  which  were  often  re¬ 
newed  to  him,  and  his  Family. 
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Houfes  of  Correction.  Our  Virtues,  and 
our  Vices,  depend  too  much  upon  Circum- 
ftances. 

I  f  a  wifePolity  appointed  theW orks  pro¬ 
per  for  each  Sex, and  alfo, what  is  fit, for  eve¬ 
ry  Age,  there  would  be  enough  fer  all. 
We  have,  before  our  Eyes,  an  Example 
of  this  prudent  Diftribution.  A  private 
Perlon  hath,  by  his  indefatigable  Vigi¬ 
lance,  without  the  Ajffiftance  of  publick 
Authority,  found  out  Means  to  employ 
the  Poor,  whom  Providence  hath  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  Care.  As  a  charitable  Man 
he  giveth  Alms  unto  them,  and  as  a 
Statefman  he  giveth  them  Work,  (a) 

All 


(a)  It  were  to  be  wiilied,  we  could  give 
Inllances  of  this  Nature  in  Ireland. 

Sir  William  Petty  has  obferved,  that  there 
is  but  one,  in  yoo,  at  moft,  who  are  blind, 
lame,  and  under  incurable  Impotence.  So 
that,  if  there  be,  2,000,000,  of  People  in  this 
Kingdom,  there  are  not  above  4000,  who  are 
thus  circumftanced.  And  they  ought  to  b@ 
maintained,  in  their  feveral  Countries. 

This  might  be  done,  with  great  Eafe,  and 
much  lefs  Expence,  than  is  generally  imagined. 
For,  it  muftbe  conlidered,  that  many  of  thole 

ImpotentSj 
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All  that  Morality  can  lay  againft 
Idlenefs,  will  be  infufficient  until  it  be 
made  a  State,  or  Capital,  Clime,  as  being 
the  Root  of  all  other  Crimes.  Human 
Imagination  wanteth  to  be  fed,  and  when 
true  Obje&s  are  not  prefented  to  it,  it 
formeth  to  its  felt'  others,  according  to  a 
Fancy,  that  is  directed  by  Plealure,  or 
momentary  Advantages.  Examine  thole 
Profligates,  whom  Jullice  is  forced  to 
punifh  with  Death,  and  you  will  find 
they  are  not  Artificers,  or  Plowmen;  for 
labouring  Men  employ  their  Thoughts 
about  the  Work,  that  feeds  them :  They 
are  Idlers,  whom  Debauchery,  or  Ga¬ 
ming, 


Impotents,  are  in  Families,  which  do  not 
want  the  Affiltance  of  the  Publick,  to  main¬ 
tain  them. 

As  to  thofe  Perfons,  who,  through  Idlenefs, 
become  Beggars,  and  infeft  our  Streets,  it  is 
eafy  to  conceive,  that  they  might  be  regula¬ 
ted  after  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  make  them  earn 
enough  to  feed  them,  in  a  decent  Manner. 
Efpecially  where  the  publick  Foundations  for 
employing  them, are  ellablifued.  But,  with¬ 
out  OEconomy,  and  a  faithful  Administrati¬ 
on,  the  largefl:  Funds  for  thisPurpofe,  will  be 
infufficient,  and  I  with  there  were  not  a  re¬ 
markable  Inftance  of  this,  now  in  the  King¬ 
dom. 
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ming,  the  Offspring  of  Idlenefs,  have  car¬ 
ried  into  all  manner  of  Crimes. 

It  is  to  this  pernicious  Idlencfs,  that 
the  Seditions,  the  civil  Wars,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  the  Downfal  of  the  Roman  Repub- 
lick,  fhould  be  attributed.  The  Repub- 
lick  had  fcarce  extended  the  Limits  of  its 
firff:  Territory,  when  ambitious  Men,  to 
win  the  Favour  of  the  Populace,  upon 
whole  Suffrages  the  publick  Employ¬ 
ments  did  depend,  propoled  to  fupply  the 
poor  Citizens  with  Corn,  gratis.  Corio - 
lanus  forelaw  the  dangerous  Confequence 
thereof,  and  oppofed  it.  He  was  foon 
after  banifhed,  through  the  Dilguft  raifed 
by  this  Oppofition.  There  were,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  Time,  two  hundred  thoufand  Ci¬ 
tizens  maintained  by  by  thele  Largeffes. 
This  was  fufficient  to  engage  all  thePeo- 
pie  who  lived  in  the  Country,  to  quit 
it,  and  go  to  inhabit  the  City,  where  they 
were  fed. 

The  Maxim,  that  it  is  fufficient  for 
the  common  People,  to  have  Bread,  and 
publick  Shews,  Tanem  &  Circenfes , 
ought  not  to  be  underllood,  without  work¬ 
ing  ;  efpecialiy,  in  the  Circumffances  of 
the  Roman  Common-wealth,  where  the 
uncertain  Authority  was,  for  the  mold 

Parr. 
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Part,  in  the  Hands  of  a  tumultuous  Po¬ 
pulace,  who  had  always  the  Power  of 
giving,  or  rather  of  felling  their  Votes, 
at  Elections  of  Magiflrates,  and  at  all  pub- 
lick  Determinations.  A  fpacious  Theatre, 
for  factious  Men  to  adt  upon ! 

A  Government  to  defective,  did  nor 
fubfift  one  hundred  Years  in  its  Splen¬ 
dor,  and  was  always  involved  in  dome- 
ftick  Troubles,  which  were  fucceeded,  by 
the  molt  cruel  civil  Wars.  The  wiled, 
and  belt  eftablifhed  Monarchy,  would  find 
it  very  difficult  to  fupport  it  ielf,  if  one 
Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  capital 
City,  were  fed,  and  amufed  in  the  Idle- 
nefs  of  Peace,  and  had  nothing  to  iofe  in 
the  Troubles  of  a  civil  War. 

A  s  civil  Polity  is  frequently  employed 
in  very  infignificant  Matters,  which  regard 
Labour,  there  is  noReafon,why  it  fhouid 
not  interpofe  in  regulating  more  material  A  r*. 
tides  relating  to  it.  The  Statutes,  which 
fettle  the  Boundaries  of  Work,  between 
Shoe-makers  and  Coblers,  between  Lock- 
fmiths  and  Gun-fmiths,  and  fuch  kind 
of  Trades,  have  afforded  Occafion,  for 
tedious  Law-fuits,  which  are  not^  per¬ 
haps,  yet  determined.  Mod  of  the  Pri¬ 
vileges 
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vilegcs  of  Bird-lellers,  Wig-makers,  Sellers 
of  Vinegar  *  their  Apprentifhips,  their  ri¬ 
diculous  By-Laws,  and  yet  more  ridicu¬ 
lous  Offices,  are  all,  lofs  of  Men  and 
wafte  of  Time.  Not,  but  that  Fraterni¬ 
ties  areuleful,  and  even  neceiTary,  in  many 
Profeffions.  The  Queftion  here  is  about 
the  Abufe  of  them,  {a) 

To 


(a)  De  Wit ,  in  his  Treatife  upon  the  true 
Interefi  of  Holland ,  faith,  “  that  next  to  Free- 
‘c  dom  or  Toleration,  in  the  manner  of  ferving 
“  God;  the  Liberty  of  gaining  a  Livelihood, 
<c  without  any  dear-bought  City -Freedom, 
tc  but  only  by  Virtue  of  a  fixed  Habitation, 
<c  to  have  the  common  Right  of  other  Inha- 
“  bitants,  is  necefiary  for  keeping  the  Inha- 
“  bitants  they  have,  and  inviting  Strangers 
<c  to  come  among  them.”  And  he  afiigns, 

the  Exclufion  of  Strangers  from  their  Guilds 
“  and  Halls  of  Trade  and  Manufactures,”  as 
a  Reafon  why  the  Merchants  of  Antwerp, 
when  they  were  forced  to  forfake  their  City 
about  the  Year  if8y,  did  not  go  to  Eng~ 
dand  • 

It  is  true,  thefe  Obftru&ions,  arifing  from 
City- Freedoms ,  Halls ,  and  Guilds ,  have  been, 
in  a  great  Meafure,  removed  of  late;  and,  as 
in  all  well-governed  Countries,  the  Encreafc 
of  Inhabitants,  is  of  great  Importance,  fo  it 
is  prudent,  intirely  to  remove  ail  Obftructi- 
ons  thereunto. 
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T  o  propole  Privileges  in  Arts,  and 
Trades,  as  a  Fund  to  raile  Money,  by  e- 
re&ing  Offices,  or  by  other  Impofitions,  (a) 
muft  proceed  from  Ignorance,  or  from 
private  Interelt.  We  need  only  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  Confufion,  the  Vexations,  and 
the  fmal  1  Produce  of  thelc  kind  of  Taxes, 
during  the  Jaft  Reign,  to  be  convinced, 
that  one  per  C,ent  upon  Goods  imported, 
would  yield  more,  without  Expence  of 
Management,  or  doing  Injuftice. 


"W  e  have  already  taken  Notice,  that  s 
great  Number  of  Men  might  be  gaincc 
to  the  State,  by  a  more  Ample  Method  oi 
collecting  lome  of  the  publick  Taxes.  Ii 
is  the  Buhnels  of  thole,  who  are  perfect¬ 
ly  well  acquainted  with  the  Revenue,  to 
enquire,  how  thefe  Projects,  lo  often  pro- 

poled, 


(a)  In  England ,  there  is  a  Tax,  of  fix  pent 
lor  every  Pound,  of  every  col.  or  unde 
and  twelve  Pence  for  every  twenty  Shi 
lings  of  every  Sum  more  than  <ol.  given  < 
agreed  to  be  given,  on  the  putting  out*ar 
Clerk,  Apprentice,  or  Servant,  to  learn  at 
1  rorenion  or  Employment, to  be  paid  bytheM- 
Iter  or  Miftreis.  This  was  firlt  granted  to  th 
Crown  by  8.  Q^Anti,  cap.  p.  for  five  Years  an 
afterwards  made  perpetual  by  P  Ann,  ca  p.  2 
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pofed,  and  fometimes  begun,  may  be  car¬ 
ried  into  Execution.  God  grant,  that  the 
Office  fo  prudently  eftablilhed,  to  take 
away  the  arbitrary  Proceedings,  in  levying 
the  Taille,  may  have  the  defired  EfFed ; 
and  that  the  poor  Husbandmen  may  here¬ 
after  till  their  Ground,  with  an  Affiurance, 
that  the  Fruit  of  their  Labour,  lhall  not 
draw  new  Troubles  upon  them. 

The  publick  Taxes  are  of  two  Kinds. 
O  ne Kind  is  Arbitrary,  as  th eTaille,(a)  and 
the : Poll  Tax  ;  the  other  dependeth  upon 

the 


(c)  LaTaille, or  Subfidy.  This  Tax,  which 
is  not  levied  in  all  the  Provinces  of  France ,  is 
laid  to  have  been  firft  impofed,  in  the  Reign 
of  K.  John,  when  he  was  a  Captive  in  Eng¬ 
land,  for  he  was  taken  at  the  Battle  fought 
near  Poitiers ,  on  the  19th  Day  of  September 
13  yd, and  it  was  made  perpetual  by  K.  Charles 
VIE  but,  it  has  been  greatly  encrealed  fince 
thofe  Days. 

It  is  levied  in  two  Ways*  or,  rather,  it  is 
of  two  Kinds :  That  is,  it  is  real,  and  per- 
fonal. 

Where  the  Taille  is  real,  it  ought  to  be  le¬ 
vied  in  proportion  to  the  Quantity  of  Land, 
that  is  lubjed  to  this  Tax,  and  the  annual 
Produce  thereof.  And  where  it  is  perional, 

it  ought  to  be  aiTeil'ed,  in  Proportion  to  the 

Riches 
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the  Confumption,  as  the  Aydes  and  Ga¬ 
zelles. 


Riches  of  the  Perfon  taxed,  and  his  Gain,  by 
Trade,  or  Induftry. 

This  Tax,  in  each  manner  of  levying  it,  is 
rated  at  a  certain  Sum,  on  the  Generality ,  or 
as  we  may  call  it,  the  Diftntt,  which  is  un¬ 
der  the  Inipedtion  of  an  Intendant  \  and  after¬ 
wards  it  is  divided  on  each  Parifh,  and  then 
affefied,  on  the  Lands,  or  Perfons  in  the  Pa-* 
rifh  ,  according  to  the  Nature  of  thcTaille. 

The  Nobility,  fuperior  Clergymen,  Perfons 
in  Offices,  Intendants,  Governors  of  Provin¬ 
ces,  Receivers  of  the  Revenue,  and  many  o- 
th  ers,  with  their  Deputies,  are  exempt  from 
paying  this  Tax,  fo  that  the  whole  Burthen 
of  it,  falls  upon  the  common  People,  who,  al¬ 
though  they  be  fuppofed,  in  Number,  aThou- 
fand,  for  one  of  the  others,  yet,  in  their  E- 
ilatesa  nd  Effedts,  they  are  not  equal  to  them. 

The  Valuati  ons,  upon  which  this  Tax  is 
levied,  are  arbitrarily  made,  by  Perfons,  who 
are,  frequently,  corrupt,  felf-interefted,  and 
ignorant,  whereby  this  Tax  is  unequally  af- 
felfed.  Yet  it  is  levied  with  the  utmoft  Se¬ 
verity.  Infomuch,  as  after  felling  all  that 
is  within  the  Houfe,  the  Doors  have  been 
fold,  and,  fotnetimes,  Houfes  have  been  pulled 
down,  to  fell  the  Timber,  in  order  to  levy  the 
Taille. 

Thofe  who  are  liable  to  the  perfonal  Taille, 
are  often  reduced  to  real  Poverty,  or  obliged 

L  to 


1 6 1  A  Political  Ej/ay 

belles,  (a)  In  the  firft  Cafe,  the  Recei¬ 
ver  of  the  Tax,  although  he  ufes  military 
Execution,  cannot,  without  great  Difficul¬ 
ty,  extort,  one  Crown  piece  front  the  Hus¬ 
bandman,  and  Tradeiman,  who,  in  the 
other  Cale,  pay  annually,  without  Re¬ 
luctance,  and  lometimes  cheerfully,  fifty 
Livres,  for  the  Duty  on  Salt  and  Wine. 
The  Realon  is,  becaulc  the  Impofi:  upon 
Commodities  appeareth  to  him,  only  as 
an  additional  Value  on  the  Commodity, 

which 


to  appear,  as  if  they  were  in  that  Condition, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Danger  of  being  over¬ 
rated}  and  real,  as  well  as  leigned,  Poverty,  is 
frequently  oppreffed. 

We  have  therefore  Reafcn  to  rejoice,  in  the 
Happineis  of  our  Condition,  llnce  we  are  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  fuch  arbitrary  Proceedings} 
and  we  may  be  allowed  to  conclude,  that, 
with  good  GEconomy,  our  Inhabitants 
might  be  brought,  to  live  in  Eafe  and  Plen¬ 
ty. 

(a)  The  Aydes  and  Gabellss ,  have  been  already 
mentioned,/).  115,114.  So  that  we  will  not 
make  any  further  Remark,  upon  either  of 
thofe  Taxes,  than  to  obferve,  that  the  Offi¬ 
cers,  employed  by  the  Farmers  of  the  Revenue, 
in  collecting  the  Aydes,  exercife  great  Op- 
preffions  upon  the  People  :  But  the  Grievance, 
is  not  near  fo  great,  as  what  is  fuffered,  from 
the  Gatherers  of  the  perfonal  Tattle. 
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Which  is  alike  raifed  in  its  Price,  to  e- 
very  other  Perlon  :  Whereas,  in  the  pcr- 
fonal  Tax,  he  always  thinks,  that  he  is 
hardly  rated  ;  and  there  are  Objects 
of  Companion  to  make  him  believe  lo. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  Paid,  that  the 
Perfons  employed  in  levying  of  Taxes, 
are  as  valuable,  as  thole  employed  about 
Luxury.  This  Objection  is  eafdy  an- 
fwered.  Firft,  the  Barriers ,  (4)  which 

are 


(d)  We  are  not  to  underhand  by  Barriers , 
in  this  Place,  what  it  properly  fignifieth  in 
France ,  for  it  implieth,  as  here  ufed,  all 
the  Offices  appointed  for  levying  the  Taxes. 

Barriers ,in  the  proper  Signification,  are  Pla¬ 
ces,  where  Officers  are  appointed  to  receive  the 
Duties,  payable  on  Goods,  carried  from  one 
part  of  the  Kingdom  to  another,  or  into 
foreign  Countries,  as  hath  been  explained, 
page  1 14.  And  they  are  (o  called,  becaufe  a 
wooden  Bai,  that  turneth  upon  a  Spindle,  is 
laid  athwart  the  Ways,  by  which  the  Car¬ 
riages,  and  Goods,  liable  to  Duties,  are  to 
pafs. 

Thefe  Barriers  arelikewife  placed,  near  fome 
of  the  principal  Towns  of  France .  There 

are  fixty  of  them,  placed  round  the  Suburbs 
of  Paris. 

There  is  alfo  a  Duty  called  Barrage ,  which 
anfwereth  to  our  Gate  age.  Pontage,  and  Turn - 
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are  guarded  by  thofe  employed  in  levy¬ 
ing  Taxes,  are  the  Caule  of  continual 
Contentions,  between  them  and  the  Sub¬ 
jects.  adly,  Their  Way  of  examining 
Goods,  doth  interrupt,  harrafs,  and  flop 
Commerce.  3  dly ,  Their  Employment 
produceth  nothing,  the  other  doth  pro¬ 
duce  fomcthing  of  Ufe.  4thly,  Luxury 
being  the  neceflary  Attendant  upon  the 
Power  of  a  State,  what  cannot  be  had 
at  Home  to  contribute  to  it,  muft  be 
brought  from  foreign  Countries.  This  is 
what  will  be,  in  the  next  Place  explained. 


pike  Duties ,  payable  for  Carriages,  Horfes,  and, 
in  fome  Places,  for  Perfons  who  go  on  foot. 
The  Produce  of  this  Duty,  is  generally  applied 
to  repair  Bridges,  Cauieways,  and  high  Roads. 
But  in  fome  Places,  particularly  at  Paris ,  it 
belongeth  to  the  King,  and  was  formerly  let, 
in  a  feparate  Farm,  but  is  now  united  to  the 
ylydes. 
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(A) 

As  Fisheries  breed  Sailors,  and  produce 
many  ufeful  Commodities,  it  is  the  intereft 
of  every  Nation,  that  delireth  to  improve  in 
Navigation,  and  Commerce,  to  encourge  Fi¬ 
sheries  •,  efpecially  thofe,  that  are  carried  on, 
in  the  open  Seas. 

The  Whale  Fifhery^  is  chiefly  managed  in 
the  North  Seas  about  Greenland ,  from  whence 
this  Fifhery,  is  generally  called,  the  Greenland 
Fijhery .  Some  Ships  go  as  far  Norths  as  So 
Degrees 5  for  the  Whales  are  found  to  be 
larger  and  fatter,  the  farther  North  they  are 
taken.  There  are  alfo  Whales  in  the  American 
Seas,  and  we  are  told,  that,  of  late,  fome  have 
been  taken  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland ,  and  that 
they  annually  appear  there,  upon  the  firffc 
Eafterly  Wind  in  the  Month  of  March . 

The  Bifcainers ,  were  the  Fir  ft,  and,  for 
along  Time,  the  moft  expert  People  at  this 
Fifhery  :  But  the  Dutch  are  now,  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  Dealers  in  it.  The  Whale  Fifhery  was 
formerly  managed  in  Holland ,  by  a  Company 
with  exclufive  Privileges  :  But,  the  Unfaith- 
fulnefs,  Negligence,  and  Expenfivenefs  of  the 
Perfons  employed  therein,  by  the  Company, 
rendered  the  Undertaking,  of  little  Benefit  to 
the  Publick,  and  of  no  Profit  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  :  Whereas,  upon  this  Fifhery’s  being 
laid  open,  it  was  cncreafed  confiderably,  and 
the  Undertakers  had  great  Profit  by  it.  So 
true  it  is,  that  Companies  with  exclufive  Pri¬ 
vileges,  are  incapable  of  managing  any  Branch 
of  Trade,  to  the  beft  Advantage  j  and,  that 
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fuch  Companies,  are  only  neceflary,  in  laying 
the  foundations  ot  Commerce,  in  remote 
Countries,  where  Enemies  are  too  ftrong  for 
particular  Adventurers.  This  is  further  pro¬ 
ved,  by  many  ineffectual  Attempts,  to  elta- 
blifh  Fijheries  in  England ,  by  means  of  Com¬ 
panies  with  excluiive  Privileges.  And  we  have 
lately  feen,  that  the  South  Sica  Company ,  loft 
conliderable  Sums  ot  Money, by  purfujng  the 
Whale  Fijhery ,  which  they  were  at  length 
obliged  to  quit.  1  he  Method  now  taken  in 
England ,  of  allowing  a  Reward  of  20  Sh.  per 
Tun,  for  Ships  ot  200  Tuns,  and  upwards,  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  Fifhery,  will,  it  is  hoped,  encou¬ 
rage  People  to  adventure  upon  it,  vid.  6.  Geo.  2. 
And,  perhaps,  the  Premiums  allowed  in  Ire » 
land^  by  an  Aft  palled  in  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Parliament,  for  Whale-bone ,  and  0/7,  cured 
in  this  Kingdom,  and  produced  from  Whales 
taken  upon  the  Coalt,  may  give  fome  Eih 
couragement  to  Attempts  on  this  Fifhery. 
Put,  in  order  to  give  proper  Life  to  fuch  an 
Undertaking,  el pccial ly  in  a  Country,  where 
People  are  io  extreamly  poor,  as  they  are  in 
Ireland ,  it  would  not  be  amifs  to  give  fome 
further  Encouragement.  And,  as  Mr.  Chaplin , 
we  are  told,fatishcd  a  Committee  of  the  Houle 
pt  Commons,  that  what  Oilcoveries  he  made 
of  a  Whale  Fifhery  on  the  Coall  of  Ireland , 
might  prove  ufeful  to  the  Kingdom,  fo  he 
feems  to  have  merited  more,  than  a  bare  Vote, 
that  he  deferved  Encouragement. 
r  l  he  Reader  will  pleafe  to  pardon  me, 
tor  laying  before  him,  an  Account  of  the 
JIutcn  I'  ifheries,  as  it  is  let  down,  by  John  de 

Witty 
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Witt,  Pen  (ionary  of  Holland ,  in  his  Treatife, 
upon  the  true  Inter  eft,  and  political  Maxims 
of  that  Republic k  :  Whereby  we  may  form  a 
Notion,  of  the  Benefit  arifing  from  Fifheriesj 
and,  by  fome  incidental  Obfervations,  it  will 
appear,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ,  are  more  commodiouflv  fituated,^ 
than  any  other  People,  for  undertakings  of 
this  Kind. 

u  Holland ,  (faith  De  Witt,)  is  very  well 
«  fituated,  to  procure  its  Food  out  of  the  Sea, 
u  which  is  a  common  Element.  It  lies,  not 
“  only  on  a  Strand,  rich  of  Fifh,  near  the  Dog* 
gcv-Scind ,  where  Haddock,  God,  and  Ling 
«  may,  in  great  Abundance,  be  taken,  and 
“  cured-,  but  alfo  near  the  Herring- Fifhery, 
which  is  only  to  be  found  on  the  Goad  of 
a  Great  Britain ,  viz.  from  St.  John's  to  St. 
a  James's,  about  Schet-Land ,  Pharil ,  and 
(C  Boeknefs  ,  from  St.  James's  to  the  Eleva - 
u  tion  of  the  Crofs ,  about  Boeknefs  or  Seveniot  j 
cc  from  the  Elevation  of  the  Crops ,  to  St .Ka- 
ct  therines ,  in  the  deep  Waters  E  aft  ward  of 
cc  Yarmouth. 

cc  The  Hollanders  alone,  (he  addeth)  do  fifh 
u  in  time  of  Peace,  with  more  than  1000  Hup* 
“  fes,  from  2.4  to  30  Lads  each,  and  with 
cc  about  170  fmallcr  Vefl'els,  that  fifh  for  Her- 
rings  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Texel.”  And 
(he  fuppofes,)  that  each  of  thefe  Buflcs,  doth 
make  three  Voyages  in  a  Year,  and  that  a 
Lad  of  Herrings,  is  worth,  at  lead  2.00  Guild¬ 
ers. 

He  likewife  obferves,  that  u  Emanuel  van 
Ci  Meteren  fays,  that  in  the  Space  of  three 
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Days,  in  the  Year  1601,  there  failed  out  of 
iC  Holland ,  to  the  Eaftward^  between  eight 
“  and  nine  hundred  Ships,  and  ifoo  Eufiesa 
Heriing- billing  -y  which  is  eafy  to  believe, 
if  we  may  credit  what  the  Englifh  Authors 
“  mention,  viz.  Gerard  Malines,  in  his  Lex 
Mercatoria^  and  Sir  [Halter  Eawleigh ,  and 
**  which  Lievin  van  Aitzma ,  Anno  i 65*3, 
page  863,  doth  in  fome  Meafure  confirm, 
1  hat  there  are  yearly  taken  and  fpent 
by  the  Hollanders ,  more  than  300,000  Laft 
°h  Herrings,  and  other  fait  Fifh  $  and  that 
the  W hale- fi  filing  to  the  Northward^  takes 
“  up  above  twelve  thoufand  Men,  who  fail 
cc  out  of  thefe  Countries.  For,  fince  the  Green - 
cc  land  Company,  or  (to  exprefs  my  felf  bet¬ 
ter;  tne  monopolizing  Grant  thereof  was 
iC  annulled,  and  the  Whale-fifhing  fet  open 
a  in  Common,  that  Fifhery  is  encreafed  from 
a  one  to  ten  :  So  that  when  we  reckon,  that 
cc  all  thefe  fiihing  Ve  fib  Is  are  built  here  at 
home,  and  the  Ropes,  Sails,  Nets,  and  Casks 
u  aie  made  here  $  and  that  Salt  is  furnifhed 
from  hence  y  we  may  eafily  imagine,  that 
“  there  mud  be  an  incredible  Number  of  Peo- 
4C  pie,  who  live  by  this  Means,  efpecially 
when  we  add,  that  all  thefe  People  muft 
£C  have  Meat,  Drink, Clothes,  andHoufing* 
and  that  the  Filb,  when  caught,  is  tran* 
cc  {ported  by  the  Hollanders ,  in  their  Veffels, 

“  through  the  whole  World.  And  indeed, 
if  that  be  true,  which  Sir  [Halter  Rawlelgh^ 
(who  made  diligent  Enquiry  thereinto,  in 
“  the  Year  1618,  to  inform  King  James  of 
fC  itj  affirms,  that  the  Hollanders  fiihed  on  the 
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«  Coaft  of  Great  Britain ,  with  no  lefs  than 

2000  sShips,  and  y  0,000  Men,  and  th.it 
“  they  employed  and  let  to  Sea,  to  tranfport 
«  and  fell  the  Fifli,  fo  taken,  and  to  make 
“  Returns  thereof,  9000  Ships  more,  and 
«  iyo,ooo  Men  betides :  And  if  we  hereunto 
“  add,  what  he  faith  further,  viz.  that  twen¬ 
ty  ty  Billies,  do  maintain  8000  People,  and 
<c  that  the  Hollanders  had  in  all,  20,000  Ships 
«  at  Sea  ;  as  alfo  that  their  Fifhing,  Naviga¬ 
te  tion,  and  Traffick  by  Sea,  with  its  Depen- 
“  dencies,  lince  that  Time,  to  the  Year  1667, 
“  is  encreafed  to  one  third  more  :  I  fay,  if 
“  that  be  fo,  we  may  then  eafily  conclude, 
«  that  the  Sea,  is  a  fpecial  Means  of  Holland's 
**  Subli Hence  :  feeing  Holland^  by  this  Means 
“  alone,  yields  by  its  own  Induftry,  above 
“  300,000  Lafts  of  laic  Fifh.  So  that,  if  we 
«  add  to  this,  the  Whale-fin,  and  Whale-oil, 
“  and  our  Holland  Manufactures,  with  that 
«  which  our  own  Rivers  afford  us,  it  mull 
“  be  confelfed,  that  no  Country  in  the  World, 
“  can  make  lo  many  Ships  lading  of  Merchan¬ 
ts  dize,  by  their  own  Induftry,  as  the  Province 
“  of  Holland  alone. 

If  this  Account  were  drawn  from  Englijh 
Authors  alone,  we  might  have  Reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend,  it  would  be  lulpefted  of  Partiality, 
and  a  Defign  to  influence  their  Country  Men 
to  alfert  their  Right  to  the  Fifhery.  But  when 
a  Penlionary  of  Holland ,  gives  this  Account  of 
the  Dutch  Fiiheries,  his  Teltimony,  cannot  well 
be  called  in  Queftion. 

The  largeft  Computations  of  Englijh  Au¬ 
thors,  are  confirmed  by  Dutch  Hiftorians,and 

De 
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De  Witt,  is  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  Report 
m^t  by  Sir  Walt er  Rawleigh  to  King  James , 
of  the  Dutch  Pifheries,  that  he  fuppofeth,  an 
encreafe  of  them,  by  one  Third,  to  the  Year 
16(57,  whereby  the  300,000  Lafts  of  Her¬ 
rings,  and  other  fait  Fifh,  alledged  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  in  the  Year  1618,  mull  have  beenencrea- 
led  to  400,000  Lafts  in  the  Year  1667,  which 
computed  at  zoo  Guilders  each  Laft,  amounts 
Million  of  Guilders,  equal  to  eight 
Million  of  our  Money,  computed  at  two  Shil¬ 
lings  for  each  Guilder. 

.  By  thefe  Accounts  it  fully  appeareth,  that 
immenfe  Advantages  arife  from  Fifheries. 
i  his  ought  to  invite,  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
J  flands,  to  ufe  Adeans  for  obtaining,  at  leaft 
a  Share,  of  this  ineftimable  Mine  of  Treafure, 
which  we  have  hitherto  neglected,  although 
we  are  more  commodioufly  fituated  for  it, 

than  the  Dutch  ^  or  any  other  Nation  whatfo- 
ever. 


We  fee  from  the  Teftimony  of  De  Witt , 
that  “  the  Herring- Fijhery  is  only  to  be  found 
on  the  Coaft  of  Great  Britain ,”  and  it  is  as 
true,  that  we  have  greater  Plenty  of  Had¬ 
dock,  Cod  and  Ling,  near  our  bold  Shoars, 
and  more  convenient  Harbours,  than  the 
Dutch  have,  upon  their  Strands.  We  have  more¬ 
over,  Pilchards,  which  is  a  Fifh,  greatly  eftee- 
med,  and  of  which  the  Dutch  do  not  take  any, 
and  our  Rivers  afford  more  Fifh,  than  thofe 
in  Holland ,  yet  the  Produce  of  our  Fifheries, 
is  but  a  Trifle,  when  compared  with  that  of 
Holland. 


It 
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It  is  a  needlefs,  and  not  a  very  pleafant 
Work  to  trace  over,  in  this  Place,  the  Cau- 
fes  of*our  Negle£t  in  this  Article  of  our  In- 
tereft.  We  will  however  obferve,  that  fome 
Attempts  were  made  in  England ,  to  eftabliih 
Fifheries  by  privileged  Companies,  which  have 
all  failed  in  the  Execution  5  not  from  theNa- 
tureofthe  Thing,  but  for  want  ofFidclity,good 
GEconomy,  Prudence,  Patience,  and  Perfe- 
verance,  which  are  neceffary  in  Undertakings 
of  this  Nature,  and  feldom  met  with,  in  the 
Management  of  the  Affairs  of  Privileged  Com¬ 
panies. 

Since  therefore,  privileged  Companies  can¬ 
not  be  depended  upon,  and  that  particular  Per- 
fons,  are  not  able  to  undertake  Fifheries,  on 
their  private  Funds,  without  apparent  difad- 
vantage  5  it  feemeth,  as  if  a  Medium  between 
both,  were  the  molt  probable  Way  to  per¬ 
form  the  Work.  That  is,  if  the  Nation 
gave  Encouragement  to  particular  Perfons  to 
Fifh,  it  would  probably  prove  a  good  Means 
of  encouraging  Fifheries. 

There  is  fomething  of  this  Nature  pra&ifed 
in  Scotland ,  under  the  Care  of  the  Truftees 
appointed  for  the  Improvement  of  Fifheries 
and  Manufaftures.  And,  if  a  Fund  were  railed 
in  Ireland ,  for  encouraging  our  Fifheries,  and 
it  were  veiled  in  Trullees  with  proper  Pow¬ 
ers,  we  have  Reafon  to  expeft,  the  Progrefs 
we  fhould  make  therein,  would  be  equal,  to 
the  Improvement  we  have  made  in  the  Lin- 
nen  Manufa&ure,  under  the  Care  of  theLin- 
nen  Board,  or,  perhaps,  both  Trufts  might 
be  executed,  by  the  fame  Perfons. 


It 
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It  is  almoft  inconceivable,  what  Improve¬ 
ments  may  be  made,  by  even  a  fmall  Encou¬ 
ragement,  given  by  the  Publick,  to  private 
Undertakmg^  The  Improvement  of  the  Lin- 

PrlfMafUaH m  Ireland'  is  a  Efficient 

Proof  of  this.  If  an  Encouragement,  under 

the  like  prudent  Direction,  wire  given  to  Fi- 
Ineries,  it  would  probably  have  the  fame  Effedt. 

ur  bnuation,  and  the  natural  Advantages  we 
u»’/0r  ^uch  Undertakings,  are  vifible.  Bur, 
af  ”^eans»  that  may  he  ufed  to  improve  thele 
Advantages,  are  Points  of  too  great  a  Com- 
pafs  to  be  handled,  in  this  Place,  and  perhaps 
it  is  enough  to  fhew,  that  fuch  Things  mayj 
be  performed,  to  excite  others,  whole  Words 
have  greater  Weight  than  mine,  to  contrive 

Means  for  carrying  them  into  Execution. 


c  H  a  p. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Of  Luxury. 

WE  are  now  led  to  the  Consideration 
of  Luxury,  and  its  Workmen.  A 
Subject,  which  hath  given  Occafion  to 
many  wild  Declamations,  that  have  of- 
tener  proceeded,  from  an  envious  and  mo- 
rofe  Temper,  than  from  the  true  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Realon,  or  a  wife  Severity  of 
Manners. 

If  Men  were  fo  happy,  as  to  regulate 
their  Adtions,  according  to  the  pure 
Maxims  of  Religion,  they  would  not  have 
Occafion  for  Laws.  Duty  would  ferve, 
as  a  Curb  to  Vice,  and  an  Incitement  to 
Virtue.  But,  unhappily  for  us,  we  are 

fwayed 
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fvvayed  by  our  Paffions,  and  the  Lemf- 
lature,  fhould  only  endeavour,  to  turn  them 
to  the  belt  Advantage  of  the  Commu¬ 
nity.  Ambition  maketh  military  Men 
valiant,  and  Traders  are  excited  to  work, 
by  the  DeHrc  of  Gain.  The  Expectati¬ 
on  of  being  in  a  Condition  to  enjoy  an 
eafy,  voluptuous  Life,  often  influenced! 
both  the  one,  and  the  other  :  And  Lux- 
uiy  becometh  an  additional  Incitement 

with  them,  to  follow  their  ieveral  Occu¬ 
pations. 

Luxury,  is  an  extraordinary  Sumptu- 
oulnefs,  proceeding  from  the  Riches,  and 
Security  of  a  Government.  It  will  be 
always  found  attendant,  upon  every  well- 
governed  Society.  Whoever  findeth  him- 
lelf  pofTefTed  of  great  Plenty,  will  be  de- 
firous  to  enjoy  it.  He  hath,  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  feveral  Cravings,  which  Perfons 
not  fo  rich  as  he,  are  not  able  to  pay 
for  ;  and  thefe  Cravings  are  always  relative 
to  Time,  and  to  Perlbns.  What  was 
Luxury  in  the  Days  of  our  Fathers,  is 
now  very  Common  ;  and  what  is  Lux¬ 
ury  among  us,  will  not  be  lo,  to  our 
Pofterity.  Silk  Stockings,  were  Luxury 
m  the  Days  of  Henry  the  Second  5  and 
W are ,  is  as  much  fo,  when 

compared 


'Cv 
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compared  to  common  Earthen  -  IV are, 
as  China  is,  when  compared  to  1 Delft - 
Ware. 

The  Pealant  findeth  Luxury  in  the 
Habitation  of  the  Villager  ;  the  Villager 
in  the  Houfe  of  the  Inhabitant  of  his 
Neighbour  Town  ;  who,  on  his  Part, 
looketh  upon  himfelf,  as  unpolite,  with 
refpedt  to  the  Inhabitant  of  the  Capi¬ 
tal  City  ;  and  he  is  yet  more  unpo¬ 
lite,  when  compared  to  the  Courtier. 

The  Legiflature  may  judge  the  fame 
way  of  Luxury,  as  it  doth  of  Colonies. 
When  a  State  hath  the  Number  of  Men 
neceffary  for  tilling  the  Land,  for  War, 
and  for  Manufactures,  It  is  of  Ufe,  that 
the  Surplus,  Ihould  employ  themfelves  in 
works  of  Luxury,  Becaufe,  there  remain- 
eth  only  this  Employment  for  them,  or 
they  muft  be  Idle  ;  and,  that  it  is  of 
greater  Advantage,  to  keep  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  in  the  Place,  where  the  Sovereign¬ 
ty  is  to  be  maintained,  when  they  can 
earn  a  Livelihood,  than  to  fend  them 
to  the  Colonies,  where  they  labour  on¬ 
ly  to  promote  Luxury.  Sugar,  Silk, 
Coffee,  Tobacco,  are  new  Luxuries,  not 
known  to  the  Romans.  A  People  of 

the 
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the  greatefl  Luxury,  if  we  may  believe 
the  Declaimers  of  their  Times,  who 
were  as  peeviih  and  fatyrical,  in  Verfe 
and  Profe,  as  thole  of  our  Days. 

I  n  what  Senfe  can  it  be  (aid,  that 
Luxury  reudereth  a  Nation  effeminate  ? 
This  cannot  relate  to  the  Army.  The 
Soldiers,  and  Subaltern  Officers,  are  Stran¬ 
gers  to  Luxury,  and  it  is  not  through 
the  Magnificence  of  general  Officers, 
that  an  Army  hath  been  defeated.  Am¬ 
bitious  Emulation,  fupports  them,  no  lei's 
than  it  doth  others.  Is  the  Weaknefs 
of  thole  numerous  Ottoman  and  Ter¬ 
tian  Armies,  to  be  attributed  to  Luxury, 
or  to  want  of  Emulation,  and  Difcipline  ? 
Eaftern  Luxury,  is  an  indolent  Lazinds, 
which  enervates  Courage,  in  a  wretched 
Seraglio. 


The  Spanifl?  Troops,  much  vvorfe 
clad  and  more  frugal,  than  any  lump- 
fuary  Laws  ever  ordained,  were  not  the 
more  valiant  for  it  ;  and  when  our  Ar¬ 
mies  were  beaten  in  the  lafl  War, 
there  was  much  lefs  Plenty  amonglt 
them,  than  in  the  glittering  Days  of  our 
Victories. 


Luxury 
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Luxury  is,  in  fbme  lore,  the  Be- 
ftroyer  of  Sloth  and  Idlenefs.  The 
lumptuous  Man  would  loon  lee  the  Bind 
of  his  Riches,  if  he  did  not  endeavour 
to  preferve  them,  or  to  acquire  more  ; 
and  he  is,  by  fo  much  the  more  enga¬ 
ged,  to  perform  the  Duties  of  Socie¬ 
ty,  as  he  is  expoled  to  the  Eyes  of 
E  n  vy . 

And  to  pafs  from  the  Particular,  to 
the  General.  The  Luxury  of  a  Nation, 
is  confined  to  a  thouland  Men,  relative¬ 
ly  to  twenty  Million  of  others,  who  are  as 
happy  as  they,  when  agood  Polity  makes 
them  enjoy,  in  Quiet,  the  Fruit  of  their 
Labour.  If  Plowmen  or  Artificers,  riot 
in  Luxury,  it  muft  be  fupporred,  by  the 
additional  Labour  of  the  Plowmen  and 
Artificers.  This  will  always  form  a  Cir¬ 
cle  which  rendereth  Luxury,  littie  to  be 
feared,  in  a  Nation. 

Luxury  may  indeed  be  hurtful  in 
War,  by  a  great  Train  of  Equipages.,  and 
Servants,  who  may  incumber  and  occaft- 
on  a  Scarcity  in  the  Army.  ( a )  For 

this 


(a)  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  Mufcovites , 
will  have  an  Advantage^  in  their  Wars  with 

M  other 
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this  Realon,  the  military  Ordinance  re¬ 
gulates  the  Equipages  of  the  principal 
Officers:  And  the  General,  in  fomeCales, 
reftraius  them  yet  further  ;  as  Water  is 
diftributed  by  Meafure,  in  a  Siege,  or  in 
a  Ship  detained  at  Sea.  In  thefe  Cafes, 
it  would  be  of  Ul'e  to  have  fewer  Men, 
but  in  the  general  Polity  of  a  State,  there 
cannot  be  too  many. 

P  e  r  h  a  p  s  it  is  owing  to  Luxury,  that 
Drunkenefs,  which  is  much  more  hurtful 
to  Body  and  Mind,  is  not  now  fo  common, 
in  Towns,  and  in  the  Army,  as  it  was 
formerly.  ( a )  Indeed,  it  feemeth  to  have 
retired  into  the  Country,  where  Luxury 
is  not  yet  arrived. 


other  Nations,  by  the  fmall  Occafion  they 
have  for  Equipages,  Baggage  and  fumptuary 
Horfes.  The  Equipages  of  their  principal 
Officers,  are  very  fmall.  They  are  all  conten¬ 
ted,  with  what  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  a 
People,  unacquainted  with  Luxury  }  whereby 
their  Armies  are  not  incumbered  in  their 
Marches. 

(a)  Drunkenefs,  is  no  part  of  French  Luxury. 
It  were  to  be  wiffied,  that  we  could  make 
the  fame  Obfervation  with  refpe£t  to  Ireland . 
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In  a  Comfnon-wealth,  where  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  is  of  fmall  Extent,  and  the  People 
are  obliged,  in  a  great  Mealure,  to  live  by 
tbeir  Labour,  1110ft  Things  are  deemed 
Luxury.  It  is,  but  of  late,  that  aFid- 
dle  hath  been  admitted  into  *  *  *,  where 
it  hath  given  great  offence,  to  the  antient 
People,  who  complain,  that  all  is  loft. 
This  refembleth  rather  a  Community  of 
Reclules,  than  a  Society  of  Freemen. 
Accordingly,  when  a  Citizen  hath  ac¬ 
quired  a  larger  Fortune,  than  he  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  expend,  he  removeth  to  a  Place 
where  he  can  enjoy  it  with  Freedom,  and 
he  depriveth  his  Country  of  his  Perfon, 
and  his  Effects.  In  another  Republick, 
where  Mufick,  and  the  Licentiouiiiels  of 
Women  bear  Sway,  there  are  fumptuary 
Laws,  reftrained  to  the  City  only.  Some 
fay , that  Luxury  is  allowed  in  theCountry, 
in  order  to  ruin  the  Citizens  ;  others  will 
have  it,  that  it  is  prohibited  in  the  City, 
to  enrich  thefe  fame  Citizens.  Uncer¬ 
tainty  will  always  happen  in  Politicks, 
when  they  are  not  reduced  to  their  plain 
and  general  Principles,  which  arc  fufeep- 
tible,  of  all  the  Demonftration  that  Mo¬ 
rality  can  admit. 

Bread,  is  of  abfolute  Neceftity,  and 
woollen  Manufactures,  are  of  fecond  Ne- 

M  z  ceflity : 
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cefllty  :  But  the  white  Bread,  and  the 
fine  Cloth,  introduced  by  Monfieur  Col¬ 
bert,  would  appear,  as  the  highefl:  Lux¬ 
ury,  if  we  were  not  daily  accuftomed  to 
make  Ufe  of  them.  The  Term  Luxury 
is  an  idle  Name,  which  lhould  never  be 
employed,  in  Confederations  on  Polity, 
and  Commerce :  Becaufe  it  convey  eth  un¬ 
certain,  confuted,  and  falle  Ideas,  themif- 
application  whereof,  might  flop  Induflry 
in  its  very  Source. 


When,  in  the  lad  War,  the  Priva¬ 
teers  of  our  maritime  Towns,  returned 
home,  laden  with  the  Spoils  of  the  E- 
nemy,  and  difplayed  their  Opulency,  by 
extraordinary  Profufions  ;  every  one 
drove,  to  fit  out  more  Ships,  in  hopes  of 
gaining  wherewithal  to  fupport,  the  like 
Expences.  This  Incitement,  produced 
the  great  Services,  the  Privateers  perform- 
ed  to  the  State,  and  the  aftoniihing  Ac¬ 
tions  of  the  Buccaniers.  ( a )  If  they  had 
returned  from  thole  Expeditions,  with 
empty  Honour  only,  in  common  with 

that 


(a)  The  Buccaniers ,  were  Adventurers  of 
all  the  Nations  of  Europe ,  who  joined  toge¬ 
ther,  to  make  War  upon  the  Spaniards  in 
vierica. 
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that  of  all  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  can  it 
be  imagined,  they  would  have  gone  again 
to  Sea  ?  Or  that  Emulation,  would  have 
excited  others  to  follow  them  ?  Rigid 
Sparta  was  neither  more  conquering,  nor 
better  governed,  nor  did  it  produce  grea¬ 
ter  Men,  than  voluptuous  Athens.  There 
are  but  four  Lacedemonians .  and  there  are 
fevcnAthenians, among  the  illuftriousMen, 
whole  Lives  are  wrote  by  ‘Plutarch, 
without  reckoning,  Socrates  and  Plato 
who  are  omitted. 

# 

The  fumptuary  Laws  of  Licurgus, 
deferve  no  more  Regard,  than  his  other 
Inllitutions,  which  are  fo  fhocking  to 
Modelty.  How  could  he  expect  that 
the  Members  of  his  Community,  who 
had  no  Knowledge  of  future  Rewards, 
could  fupport  the  ambitious  Spirit  of  Ac- 
quifition,  through  a  thoufand  Hardlhips, 
and  a  thouiand  Dangers, without  the  Hopes 
of  augmenting  their  Portion,  or  dimi- 
milling  their  Labour  ?  Glory  alone,  with¬ 
out  thole  Advantages, which  are  infeparable 
from  a  happy  Exiftence,  is  not  a  fufficicnt 
Spur  for  the  Multitude.  It  would  be  ri¬ 
diculous  to  form  a  Project  to  make  ail 
France,  ( a )  live  in  common.  Would  not 

M  3  iuch 

■  ■■  .  |  -  -  .  


(a)  Or  anv  other  Nation. 

tT 
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fuch  a  Projedt  be  attributed,  to  a  Genius, 
that  had  never  paffcd,  the  Limits  of  a 
Village. 

the  great  Advocate  for  fump- 
turary  Laws  among  the  Rowdns,  bein01, 
bred  up  in  Villages,  had  acquired  the  Mam 
nersof  them.  He  is  reprefented  to  us.  as 
an  avaritious  and  intemperate  Man  ;  even 
as  an  Ufurer  and  a  Drunkard.  The  lump- 
tuous  Lucullus ,  a  greater  Commander,  and 
as  juft  a  Man  as  he,  was  always  liberal 
and  beneficent.  The  Reformer,  who  by 
the  Severity  of  his  Way,  would  alfo  ren¬ 
der  Life  more  fevere,  may  perhaps  be  re¬ 
vered  by  the  Populace,  but  he  will  be 
flighted  by  wile  Men,  who  make  it  their 
Rule,  to  procure  Eafe  and  Comfort  to 
Society. 

Our  fumptuary  Laws  have  diminifhed, 
in  proportion  as  our  Polity  hath  grown 
more  perfect.  There  were  only  three  or 
four  made  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King, 
and  they  were  concerning  too  rich  Stuffs, 
and  too  coftly  Works  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  and  foreign  Laces  :  And  even  thefe 
Laws,  as  well  as  thole  made  by  hisPrede- 
cellors,  have,  been  very  feldom  carried 
into  Execution.  For,  before  they  had 
put  a  Stop  to  one  faihionable  Luxury, 

§  ■  Com- 

?  -  *  *  * 
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Commerce  introduced  another,  ftill  greater, 
which  made  the  lirft  to  be  eafily  forgot¬ 
ten.  Thus  Luxuries  cannot  lubfift,  but 
fo  long  as  they  are  relative  to  Com¬ 
merce. 

W  e  will  mention  Tome  of  thofe  Ordi¬ 
nances,  to  fhevv  how  needlefs  they  were, 
and  what  kind  of  Spirit  directed  the  ma¬ 
king  of  them. 

CHARLEMAGNE  forbids  the  wea¬ 
ring  ■xSayonoi  greater  Value,  than  twen¬ 
ty  Sols,  and  a  Rochet  worth  above  thir¬ 
ty.  The  Abbe  de  Vertot,  informeth  us, 
from  the  Treatife  of  Polity,  wrote  by  la 
Marre,  that  the  Say  on,  was  a  Vefl,  over 
which  the  Rochet  was  wore.  Thus  the 
Coat  and  Veft  colt  fifty  Sols,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Encreafe  of  the  nominal 
Value  of  Money,  make  the  Weight  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  Livres,  at  this 
Time.  And  if  the  Quantity  of  Money, 
at  that  time,  be  compared  with  what  it 
is  at  preferment  may  make  a  Sum  ten  times 
greater. 

I  n  Font  anon' s  Collection  of  Ordinan¬ 
ces,  there  is  one,  that  limiteth,  <c  the 

largenefs  of  Breeches,  at  two  thirds  in 
“  Compafs,  and  above  ail  the  Lining  to 

M  4  “bo 
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“  be  without  Pockets,  and  not  (luffed  out 

:‘woo!i”0rA*h?ir,-?°tt0n’  F1°CkS’  °r 
VV  oo!I  .  And,  with  regard  to  the  Fru¬ 
gally  of  Tables,  it  was  directed  “  that 

I!  tkern  fll?uld  nuoc  be>  ^  Weddings,  or 
l  ealcs,  above  three  Courfcs,  of  fix  Difl> 

es  each,  and  one  Di(h  not  to  be  dou¬ 
ble,  that  is  to  (ay  two  Capons,  or  two 
“  Partridges,  but  there  might  be  three 
Pidgcons,  or  the  Equivalent,  as  twelve 
“  Larks>  Prohibition  to  all  Cooks 
to  lerve  up  more,  upon  pain  of  a  Fine, 

C  • 

* 

That  might,  at  lead,  regulate  the 
Number  of  Guefts  for  one  Tabhe.  A  Ro¬ 
wan  Tribune,  regulated  their  Number  to 
be,  lioin  three  to  nine.  Jiugujtus  made 
a  Law  to  allow  twelve  Guefts,  in  Honour 
of  the  twelve  great  Divinities  of  Ra¬ 
gan  ifm.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  relate 
ib  many  trifling  Things,  and  it  is  much  leis 
(o,  to  leai  ch  for,  and  examine  them,  in  their 
fir  ft  Source. 

T  H  E  r  E  was,  in  the  Days  of  Charles 
V.  a  iort  of  Shoes,  called  a  la  Roulaine , 
the  Toes  of  which,  being  very  long,  gave 
Occafion  to  People  of  fine  Tafte  to  con¬ 
trive  feveral  Ornaments  upon  them,  as 
Homs,  Claws,  and  Nails,  The  Church 

cried 
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cried  out  loudly  again  ft  this  Faihion,  as 
being  contrary  to  the  Order  of  Nature, 
and  disfiguring  Man,  in  this  Part  of  him. 
The  Church  condemned  it,  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Paris }  in  the  Year  ian,  and  at 
the  Council  of  Anglers ,  in  the  Year 
13 65^,  and  in  the  Year  1368.  King 
Charles  (, a )  (upprefted  them  by  Letters 
Patent,  of  which  this  is  the  Tenor. 

“  Prohibition  to  all  Perfons,  of 
u  what  Quality  or  Condition  loever,  up- 
“  on  pain  of  forfeiting  ten  Florins ,  to 
“  wear,  hereafter,  Shoes  a  la  Poulaine  ; 
“  this  Superfluity,  being  contrary  to  good 
“  Manners,  in  Derifionof  God,  and  the 
“  Church,  through  worldly  Vanity,  and 
‘‘  extravagant  Preiiimption”.  The  Daces 
of  the  two  Councils,  and  of  the  King’s 
Ordinance,  (hew,  that  this  Falliion  iafted 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  Years.  This 
Example,  peculiar  to  our  Nation,  may 
give  Room  to  fulped:  there  wasfomething 
more  genteel  in  thefe  kind  of  Shoes, 
than  is  reprefented.  The  Beak  of  Wo¬ 
mens  Shoes,  hath,  probably  been  fa- 


(a)  This  was  K.  Charles  V.  who  begun  his 
Reign,  in  1364.,  and  ended  it  in  1380. 
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ved,  out  of  the  general  Shipwreck  of  the 

Shoes  a  la  Toulaine. 

Let  us  fee  at  what  Expence,  Luxury 
was  baniihed  the  Nation,  during  the  firft 
Race  of  our  Kings. U)  It  is  th g  Abbe  de 
Vertot,  who  fpeaketh.  “  A  free,  butfa- 

“  vageLife;  Ferocity  of  Manners,  little 

“  Commerce  with  civiliz’d  Nations,  Ig- 
“  norance  of  the  Conveniencies  of  Life, 
“  contributed  to  keep  Luxury  from  their 
‘  ‘  Cottages  ;  and  we  cannot  form  to  our 
felves,  a  clearer,  or  more  perfect  Idea 

of 


(a)  The  French  Chronologifts,  divide  the 
SucceiTion  of  their  Kings,  into  three  Races. 

The  fir  ft  Race,  is  called  the  Merovingiens , 
and  begun  with  Pharomond ,  in  the  Year  418 
and  continued  by  aSucceflionof  21  Kings,  for 
3  33  Years,  untill  it  ended,  with  Childeric  III , 
iirnamed  the  Idiot  in  the  Year  yyi. 

The  Second,  is  the  Race  of  the  Carlovin - 
giens^  which  begun  with  Pepin  in  7fi,  and 
continued,  by  13  Kings  for  23 6  Years,  until  it 
ended  with  Lewis  V.  firnamed  Faineant ,  the 
Idle^  in  the  Year  987 . 

The  third  Race,  is  the  Capets ,  which  be¬ 
gun  with  Hugo  Capet ,  in  the  Year  <287,  and 
Itiil  continueth  in  the  prefent  King,  Lewis  the 
XV,  who  is  the  3 1  ft  King  of  this  Race, 
which  hath  continued  yfi  Years. 
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of  thofe  early  Times,  than  by  com- 
tc  paring  them,  with  the  kind  of  Life 
“  now  led  by  the  Hurons ,  (a)  and  Iro- 
quois'\  (b)  Yet  the  Author  coul  dnot 
■  forbear. 


(a)  The  Hurons,  are  a  Nation  of  the  native 
Inhabitants  of  North  America ,  they  arc  laid, 
to  be  fomewhat  civilized,  and  to  have  fixed 
their  Habitation  not  far  from  Quebecky  the  Ca¬ 
pital  Town  ol  Canada . 

(b)  The  Iroquois y  confift  of  five  Nations, 
of  the  Natives  of  North  America .  They  are 
reprefented,  as  the  fierceft,  and  braveft  ot  all 
the  Savages  who  inhabit  thofe  Countries,  and 
accordingly,  they  are  the  moil  dreaded  by  the 
other  favage  Nations,  and  by  the  French  y  But 
they  feem  to  be  generally  in  Friendlhip  with 
the  Englijhy  who,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  every 
Day,  be  more  and  more  careful  to  cultivate 
a  good  Underftanding  with  the  Natives,  which 
on  many  Accounts  is  fo  advantagious  and  nc- 
ceflary. 

Let  us  obferve, in  this  Place,  that  the  Com¬ 
mon  People  of  Ireland ,  live  in  as  wretched 
a  Way,  as  the  Gauls  did  during  the  firft  Race 
of  their  Kings.  And  as  it  is  allowed,  that  the 
creating  of  Wants,  is  the  likelieft  Way  to 
produce  Induftry  in  a  People  *  and  that,  if  our 
Peafants  were  accuftomed  to  eat  Beef,  and  wear 
Shoes,  they  would  be  more  induftrious  >  it 
feems  to  be  the  Bufmefs  of  all  thofe,  who 

wall 
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forbear,  in  the  very  fame  Differtation,  to 
declaim  againft  Luxury. 

-The  Degrees,  are  well  enough  diftin- 
gmfhed,  between  the  different  Kinds  of  Ne- 
ceffities,  and  the  Legifiature  may  very 
well  rely  thereupon.  Workmen,  will  not 
be  employed  about  Works  for  Luxury, 
until  there  be  enough  of  the  Commodi¬ 
ties  of  fecond  Necefli ty  ;  and,  in  like 
manner,  they  will  not  be  employed  about 
thde,  until  the  Products  of  ablolute  Ne- 
ceffity,  be  fully  lupplied.  There  are  twen¬ 
ty  Million  (a  )  of  Perfons,  who  buy  Bread ; 
fewer  Buyers  of  Stuffs ;  and  yet  fewer  Pur- 
chafers  of  Linnen  :  And  the  Peafant  doth 
not  purcbafe  Wine  or  Tobacco,  until  his 
more  preffing  Wants  are  fatisfied. 

W  hat  Matter  is  it  to  a  State,  if, 
through  a  fooiifh  Vanity,  a  particular  Per- 

fon 


wifh  to  fee  this  Country  thrive,  to  procure 
comfortable  Living  among  the  lower  Rank 
of  People  5  and  thofe  of  fuperior  Degrees,  will 
foon  find  the  Benefit  ofit.  Toprovide  plentiful¬ 
ly  for  the  Poor,  is  to  feed  the  Root,  the  Sub- 
itance  whereof,  will  Ihoot  into  the  Branches, 
and  caufe  the  Top  to  flourifh. 

(#)The  Inhabi  tants  of  France ,  are  computed 
at  twenty  Million  of  Souls. 
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Ton  ruineth  himfclf,  by  vying  with  his 
Neighbour,  in  Equipage  ?  it  is  a  Punilh- 
ment  he  well  deferveih.  And  Workmen, 
who  are  much  more  to  be  valued  than 
he,  are  maintained  thereby.  What  is  laid 
of  a  particular  Pcrfon,  may  be  applyed 
to  a  Family,  and  even  to  a  Merchant,  who 
is  fo  imprudent,  as  to  give  a  Credit,  e- 
qually  dangerous  to  both  Parties,  until 
the  Law  hath  provided,  for  the  fpeedy 
Payment  of  Debts.  ( a )  In  a  Regulation 

of 


(a)  Credit,  is  abfoiutely  neceffary  in  c very- 
trading  Country,  and  a  Law  to  enforce  the 
fpeedy  Payment  of  Debts,  would  be  a  Means 
to  encreaie  this  ufeful  Pledge,  or  Meafure  in 
Commerce,  and  to  deftroy  that  pernicious  Cre¬ 
dit,  which  is  hurtful  both  to  him  who  gives 
it-,  and  to  him  who  takes  it. 

The  A£ts  of  Parliament  for  Limitation  of 
Actions,  to  be  brought  for  Debts  or  Demands, 
is,  in  fome  Meafure,  a  quickening  of  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  Debts.  But,  as  the  Time  is  much 
fhorter  in  France ,  we  will  here  tranferibe  the 
Articles,  which  relate  thereunto,  in  the  Cade 
Marchand  made  in  the  Year  1673. 


TITLE  I.  ARTICLE  VII. 

v  cc  All  Merchants  and  Dealers,  by  whole 
ct  Sale,  and  Retail  5  and  all  Trades- men,  and 

u  Artificers, 
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ofK  j Charles  IX.  forModeration  inClothes, 

ic 


cc  Artificers,  ffiall  be  obliged  to  demand  Pay- 
cc  ment,  within  the  Space  of  one  Year  after 
44  the  Delivery  of  their  Goods,  and  Perfor- 
4C  mance  of  their  Work. 

ART.  VIII. 

cc  The  Action  fhall  be  commenced  within 
tc  fix  Months,  for  all  Goods,  and  Commo- 
<c  dities  fold  by  Retail,  by  Paftry-Cooks, 
4C  Butchers,  Cooks,  Taylors,  Lace-Men,  Sad- 
cc  lers,  Harnefs-makers,  and  fuch  others. 

A  R  T.  IX. 

cc  The  Contents  of  the  two  foregoing  Arti- 
u  cles,  fhall  take  Place,  notwithflanding 
tc  the  Work,  or  Delivery  of  the  Goods  hath 
cc  been  continued,  except  that  before  the  ex- 
u  piration  of  the  Year,  or  of  the  fix  Months, 
cc  there  hath  been  a  dated  Account,  an  Obli- 
cc  gation.  Contract,  a  Summons,  or  fome  other 
a  Judiciary  Act  performed. 

A  Law  of  this  Kind,  would,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  produce  good  Effects  amongft  us.  It 
would  prevent  long  Accounts,  which  are  fre¬ 
quently  kept,  between  Shopkeepers,  Tradei- 
men,  and  their  Cuftomers,  whereby  the  Sel¬ 
ler  is  kept  fo  long  out  of  his  Money,  and  the 
Buyer  is  encouraged  to  run  into  Debt,  to  their 
mutual  Lofs. 
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is  faid,  in  the  XVI  Article.  “  And 
forafmuch  as,  the  getting  of  Stuffs  made 
of  Silk  upon  Trull,  hath  encouraged 
People  to  run  into  thole  kinds  of  Su¬ 
perfluities  in  Drefs,  we  enjoin  all  our 
Judges  to  refule  all  Kinds  of  Procefs 
to  Merchants,  who,  after  Publication 
of  thefe  Prefents,  fhall  fell  Stuffs  made 
of  Silk,  upon  Truft,  to  any  Perfon 
whatloever.  (a) 


is 


(a)  Although  our  Author  feemcth  to  dif- 
like  this  Law,  yet  it  doth  not  appear  to  be 
altogether  unreafonable,  efpecially  in  a  Coun¬ 
try,  where  Luxury  is  fed  by  foreign  Manu¬ 
factures  and  Products,  and  not  by  the  Labour 
and  Induftry  of  its  Inhabitants.  ’Such  a  Law 
would  not  prevent  thofe,  who  are  able  to  pay 
for  their  Luxury,  but  it  might  perhaps  ob- 
lu  uct  the  Extravagance  of  Perfons,  who  are 
encouraged  to  it,  by  the  Bale  they  find  in  ob¬ 
taining  Credit. 

The  Act  made  in  the  ninth  Year  of  his 
prelent  Majelty,  to  prevent  the  Evil,  arifing  by 
the  Retailers  of  Beer ,  Ale,  Brandy,  Rum,  and 
other  fpiritous  Liquors,  giving  Credit  to  Servants 
Day  Labourers ,  and  other  Perfons,  who  ufually 
/Fork,  or  fly  for  Hire  or  Wages  was  formed 
with  this  View,  and  accordingly,  it  is  decla¬ 
red,  that  no  fuch  Retailer,  who  ill  all  fell  up¬ 
on 
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I  s  it  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Legislature; 
to  flop  Induftry  by  fuch  a  Law,  to  put 
a  Rellrainc  upon  Liberty,  reduce  Work¬ 
men  into  dangerous  Idlenefs,  and  take 
away  a  new  Motive  to  Labour  ?  What¬ 
ever  is,  in  it  felf  pernicious,  Ihould  be  al¬ 
ways  prohibited  ;  but  the  Inconvenience 
that  may  follow  from  a  Law,  which  is 
good  in  it  felf,  ought  to  have  no  Weight 
with  the  Legiflaror.  He  adts,  without 
rdpedt  of  Perions,  and  what  he  doth, 
tends  to  the  wel-fare  of  the  greater  Num¬ 
ber.  Why  are  the  Lawsagainft  Duelling 
made  fo  levere,  as  to  extend  even  to  the 

puniihing 


on  Trull  or  Credit,  any  fpirituous  Liquors, 
ilrong  Beer,  or  Ale,  to  any  luch  Servant,  or 
other  Perfon  defcribed  in  the  Act,  to  the  A- 
mount  of  any  Sum,  exceeding  one  Shilling, 
fhall  have  any  Remedy  to  recover  the  fame. 
And  all  Notes,  Bonds,  or  W ritings  given  as  a 
Security  for  the  Payment  of  Debts  fo  contrac¬ 
ted,  are  declared  null  and  void}  and  all  Pledges 
lodged  for  the  fame,  to  be  rellorcd. 

When  the  Evils,  which  daily  arife  from  the 
prodigious  Number  of  Retailers  oi  Beer,  and 
fpirituous  Liquors,  which  infeft  both  England 
and  Ireland ,  are  confidered  j  it  will  be  allow¬ 
ed,  that  it  requires  the  utmoft  Care  and  Vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  Civil  Magidrate,  to  put  a  flop  to 
them. 
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Punifhing  of  a  Perfou,  who  hath  received 
the  greaedt  Offence,  but  with  an  Intent 
to  fave  the  Lives  of  a  greater  Number  of 
Per/ons. 

The  exceflive  Price  paid  for  fbme  tri¬ 
fling  Provisions,  which  the  Luxurious 
Man  difplayeth  with  Profufion,  at  an  En¬ 
tertainment,  the  Merit  whereof,  he  would 
have  toconfifl  in  the  Expenfivenefs  of  it, 
is  an  Infiance  of  the  highefl,  and  molt  ri¬ 
diculous  Kind  of  Luxury,  and  yet,  why 
Should  this  extravagant  Expence  be  ex¬ 
claimed  againft  ?  The  Money  thus  earned, 
would,  if  it  lay  in  the  Cheft  ot  the  Lux¬ 
urious :  Man,  remain  Dead  to  the  Societv. 
The  Gardiner  receiveth  it,  and  hath  de¬ 
fended  it,  as  a  Reccmpence  for  his  La¬ 
bour,  which  is  thereby  excited  again.  Elis 
Children,  almoft  naked,  are  thereby  cloth¬ 
ed  ;  they  eat  Bread  in  Plenty,  enjoy  bet¬ 
ter  Health,  and  labour  with  a  cheerful 
Expectation.  The  fame  Money  given  to 
Beggars,  would  only  Serve  to  feed  their 
Idlenefs  and  Debaucheries. 

God  forbid  we  fhould  compare  fuch  a 
Manner  of  expending  Sums  oi  IVToncy, 
with  the  great  Motives  of  Charity,  which 
giveth  A  fO fiance  to  fhame-fac’d  Poverty, 
and  to  Hof  pi  tals !  Every  other  Virtue  m- 

N  '  vetfe 
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verh  Way,  to  this,  the  greatefl  of  all 
Virtues,  and  which  is  always  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Juftice  and  Decency.  But,  as 
we  have  already  faid,  Men,  are  very  rare¬ 
ly  guided  by  the  Rules  of  Religion.  It 
is  the  Part  of  Religion,  to  endeavour  to 
deftroy  Luxury,  and  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  State,  to  make  an  Advantage  of  it  : 
And  when  we  mentioned  frivolous  Decla- 
mations,vve  did  not  mean  the  Declamations 
which  are  made  from  the  Pulpit,  where  the 
misbehaviour  of  private  Perions  are  juftly 
exclaimed  againft,but  thole  which  refemble 
the  Satyrs  of  the  Pagans. 

There  are  fome  other  Motives  to 
Luxury  of  a  lower  Nature,  which  the  Le¬ 
gislature  might  likewife  make  Advantage 
of.  A  Man,  who  layeth  out  Money  in 
building  and  adorning  a  magnificent  Pa¬ 
lace,  doth  nothing  that  is  contrary  to  the 
State,  or  to  Morality  :  But  he  cannot 
expedt  to  have  Honours  paid  him  by  the 
Publick,  for  fo  doing,  becaufe  what  he 
doth,  is  only  for  his  own  private  Ufe. 
But  he,  who  repaireth  a  High-Road,  or 
buildeth  Fountains,  Aquasdudts  and  the 
like,  would  delerve  honourable  Marks  of 
his  Beneficence,  by  Statues,  or  by  fome 
other  Diftindtions,  which  might  excite  a 

new  Emulation  among  the  people, 

Publick 
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Publick  Shews,  cannot  be  loo  great, 
too  magnificent,  or  roo  frequent.  It  is  a 
kind  of  Traffick,  whereby  France ,  al¬ 
ways  maketh  Advantage,  and  never  lo- 
feth. 

Luxury  ought  not  to  be  confonnded 
with  the  wearing  of  the  Indian  Goods,pro- 
hibited  by  the  Council  of  Trade  ;  (A) 
For  this  Prohibition,  is  not  fo  much,  on 
Accountof  the  Richneis  of  thoie  Goods, 
as  to  encourage  the  Confumption  of  much 
richer  Stuffs  of  our  own  Manufacture. 

W  e  ought  to  believe  this  Prohibition 
to  be  ufeful,  bccaule  it  is  fo  conftantiy 
continued,  and  perhaps  upon  good  Expe¬ 
rience.  But  the  Way  it  is  executed, 
is  attended  with  fo  many  Contrarieties, 
that  one  is  at  a  Lofs  to  know,  wTiat  to 
think  of  it.  The  Company  of  the  Indies , 
hath  the  lole  Right  of  imoorting  thefe 

O  L  CJ 

Goods,  and  is  not  allowed  to  leli  them, 
but  in  order  to  be  carried  to  foreign  Coun¬ 
tries  :  And  this  is  executed,  at  lead  in 
Appearance  :  For  what  Goods  are  found 

N  x  contrary 


(A)  Remarks  on  this  Article,  are  to  found 
at  the  End  of  this  Chapter. 
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contray  to  this  Law,  arc  publickiy 
burnt.  ( a ) 

And  neverthelefs,  thole  Goods  are  to 
be  met  with  every  where.  This  mud  be, 
by  Means  of  our  Neighbours  ;  and  thus, 
they  gain  the  Advantage  of  this  rich  Com¬ 
merce,  of  which  we  have  all  the  Trou¬ 
ble  ; 


(a)  The  deftroying  of  Goods,  which  are 
fraudulently  brought  into  a  Country,  feemeth 
to  be,  in  many  Cafes,  a  prudent  Method  to 
prevent  this  pernicious  Practice  :  Efpecial- 
ly,  if  it  true,  that  large  Parcels  of  run  Goods, 
are  frequently  covered,  by  condemned  Goods 
purchaied  at  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

The  Practice  in  England ,  of  burning  Boats 
and  other  Veflels,  condemned  for  running 
Goods,  is  a  Method,  which  would  probably 
have  a  good  Effeft  in  Ireland .  It  would  prove 
at  leaft,  fome  Obftrudtion,  to  this  pernicious 
Trade:  For  it  would  terrifie  Boatmen,  and 
perhaps  their  Families  too,  whofe  maintenance 
dependeth  upon  their  Boats,  from  employing 
them  fo  frequently  as  they  do,  in  running  of 
Goods.  And,  perhaps  it  might  prove  a  Means 
of  turning  their  Thoughts  towards  Fifheries, 
which  they  feem  to  have  neglected,  for  this 
viie  Occupation.  Whereas,  in  the  prefent 
Method  of  Idling  the  Boats,  that  are  condem¬ 
ned,  the  Boatmen  have  always  a  Prolpeft* 
and  feldo'tn  fail,  of  getting  them  again. 
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ble,  by  long  and  dangerous  Voyages  ; 
And  to  which,  the  poor  fraudulent  Dealers, 
half  tollerated  and  half  punifhed,  become 
at  length  the  Victims. 

The  Alternative  is  evident.  TheUle 
of  theie  Goods,  is  either  of  Advantage, 
or  Diladvantase  to  us.  In  the  firft  Cafe, 
let  them  be  allowed,  and  we  fhall  have 
them  in  Plenty,  and  enjoy  the  Profits  of 
them.  In  the  other  Cafe,  execute  the 
Law  with  Rigour,  and  we  lha!l  reap  the 
Benefit  of  the  Prohibition,  by  the  Con- 
fumption  of  our  own  Manufactures.  If, 
by.  a  Diflindion  more  fubtil,  than  folid, 
it  is  believed  there  mufl  be  a  certain  Quan¬ 
tity,  to  fupply  what  Manufactures  of  our 
own,  may  be  wanting,  let  the  Quantity 
be  determined,  at  more,  or  at  lei's,  and 
let  our  own  People  fell  that  Quantity. 
To  fay,  that  this  is  impracticable,  mufl 
proceed  from  not  knowing  the  force  of 
Laws. 

Stuffs,  and  Linnens,  ferve  for 
clothing,  and  their  Beauty  and  Finenefs, 
feem  to  make  them  more  convenient  ; 
but.  Diamonds  ferve  only,  to  drefs  up  a 
Head,  or  to  incumber  a  Finger  with  a 
vain  Luftre.  They  do  not  ft  and  in  the 
Place  of  any  Produd  of  our  Labour,  or 

N  3  make 
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make  up  for  the  Want  of  any  Merchan¬ 
dize.  The  fine  Diamonds,  which  are  of 
an  exceffive  Price,  canfcavcely  be  diftin- 
guiihed  from  our  falfe  Stones.  (, a )  Dia¬ 
monds  are  brought  from  very  diflant  Coun¬ 
tries,  ( b )  and  we  pay  Silver  for  them: 
But  we  do  not  go  on  Purpole,  and  at 
great  Expence,  to  Peek  them.  It  is  a  part 
of  general  Commerce,  and  Diamonds  make 
a  new  Value  of  Circulation,  which  is  re¬ 
ceived  through  ail  the  World. 

The  Sovereign,  who  poflefTeth  the 
Diamond  Minos,  hath  not  Men  enough 
to  defend  his  Territories,  neither  againft 
his  Neighbours,  nor  agaiult  the  European 

Settlements. 


(a)  Thefe  falfe  Stones,  arc  called  in  France , 
Pierres ,  or,  Diamans  du  Temple ,  becaufe,  the 
beft  of  the  Kind,  are  made  at  the  Place  called 
the  Temple  in  Paris. 

( b )  It  was  always  fuppofed,  until  the  Dif- 
covery  of  Diamonds  in  the  Brazils ,  that  they 
were  only  to  be  found,  in  the  Eajl-Indies. 
And  there  only,  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Golconda , 
Vifapour ,  and  Bengal  j  and  in  the  Illand  of 
Borneo. 

The  Diamonds,  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Gel- 
eonda ,  and  Vifapour ,  are  found  in  Mines,  but 
in  Bengal ,  and  the  Illand  of  Borneo ,  they  are 

found  in  Rivers. 
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Settlements.  It  is  to  him,  that  the  Dia¬ 
mond  Mines  are  hurtful.  He  employeth 
in  them,  thirty  thoufand  Men,  whole 
Days  arc  fhortned  by  this  painful  La¬ 
bour,  and  who  might  be  more  ulefully 
employed  as  Soldiers  or  Plowmen. 


The  Diamonds  lately  difcovered  in  the 
Brazils ,  will,  more  certainly  ,  beat  down 
the  Value  of  thole  of  India ,  than  they 
will  encreafe  the  Riches  of  that  Colony. 
The  Price  of  Diamonds  mull  neceffarily 
decreafe,  becaufe  their  Quantity  encrealeth 
and  is  not  conlumed.  Sugars,  and  other 
Provifions,  mull  keep  up  to  a  Price,  be¬ 
caufe  the  annual  Conlumption  of  them 
encreafeth,  in  Proportion  to  their  Produce 


zoo 


(A) 

The  firft  Council  of  Trade,  in  France 
was  eftablifhed  by  K.  Henry  IV.  in  the 
Yeai  1607.  And  it  was  compofed  of  fe¬ 
deral  Officers,  chofen  out  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  the  Chamber  of  Accounts,  and  the 
Couit  of  Aides ,  But,  it  had  fcarce  taken 
Effeft,  when  the  fatal  End  of  that  great  King, 
which  was  the  Caufe  of  other  Confufions  in 
that  Kingdom,  put  an  End  to  it. 

When  Cardinal  Richelieu  became  Prime  Mi- 
nifter,  under  the  Reign  of  K.  Lewis  XIII. 
another  Council  of  Trade  was  eftablifhed.  This 
was  lett led,  with  fome  few  Alterations,  but 
in  the  main,  upon  the  fame  Plan  with  the  for¬ 
mer.  The  Cardinal  was  at  the  Head  of  it. 
He  had  under  him,  four  Councellors  of  State, 
and  three  Matters  of  Rcquefts.  This  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Trade,  was  alio  dropt  upon  the  Demife 
of  K.  Lewis  XIII. 

King  Lewis  Xiy, after  along  Intermiflion, 
citablilhed  another  Council  of  Trade,  by  an 
Arret  of  Council,  dated  the  2.pth  Day  of  June 
1700.  This  Council,  was  compofed  of  nine 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  thirteen  Deputies 
from  the  principal  Towns  of  the  Kingdom, 
a  Secretary  or  Clerk,  and  two  Perfons  enga¬ 
ged  in  the  general  Farms.  Which  two  laft. 
Were  to  be  nominated  by  the  Comptroller  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Finances,  and  their  Bufinefs  was, 
10  give  Advice,  when  required,  in  Affairs, 
which  fell  within  their  Knowledge. 

In  the  Year  1708,  there  were  fix  Employ- 
jiiients  of  Jntendants  of  Commerce  inftitute'd, 

whicli 
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which  were  difpofed  of,  to  as  many  Matters 
of  Requetts,  who  had  thereby  Seats  in  this 
Council. 

Soon  a  fter  the  Demife  of  K.  Le  zvis  XIV, 
the  Employments  of  Intendants  of  Commerce , 
were  iuppreffed.  And  K.  Lewis  XV,  by  a 
Declaration  dated  the  14th  Day  of  December 
I7if,  and  by  an  Ordinance  dated  the  4th  Day 
of  January  following,  formed  a  new  Council 
of  Trade.  Which  was  compofed  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Council  of  the  Finances ,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  fame  Council,  the  President  of 
the  Council  of  the  Marine,  three  Counfellers 
of  State  in  ordinary,  a  Diredtor  of  the  Finan¬ 
ces ,  the  Lieutenant  General  de  Police ,  three 
Matters  of  Requetts,  thirteen  Deputies  from 
the  tradingTowns  of  the  Kingdom,  two  Per- 
fons  interested  in  the  King's  Farms,  and  a  Se¬ 
cretary. 

The  Deputies  were  to  be,  two  from  the 
City  of  Paris ,  one  from  Languedoc ,  and  one 
from  each  of  the  Towns  of  Lyons ,  Roan , 
Bourdeaux ,  Marfeiles^  Roche! /,  Plants ,  St.  Ma - 
/fl,  Lille ,  Bayonne ,  and  Dunkirk.  But,  they 
and  the  two  Perfons  interetted  in  the  Farms 
of  the  Revenue,  had  only  a  Right  of  fitting, 
without  ^ny  deliberative  Voice,  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  They  were  to  aflitt  at  thofe  Meetings, 
in  order  to  anfwer  Quettions,  that  might  be 
propofedj  or  to  explain  Affairs,  which  had 
been  communicated  to  them,  and  upon  which 
they  had  before,  given  their  Opinion  in  wri¬ 
ting. 

This  Council  was  to  fit  every  Thurfday\ 
and  the  Deputies  from  the  Towns  aflembled 

twice 


twice  a  Week,  or  oftner,  as  Occafion  requi¬ 
red,  to  confider  the  Matters  referred  to  them 
and  to  draw  up  their  Opinion  thereupon.  5 

This  Council  was  again  altered,  by  an  Ar¬ 
ret  dated  the  izd  Day  of  June  lyiz.  Where¬ 
by  it  was  Ordered, 

That,  inftead  of  the  Council  of  Trade,  an 
Office  ( Bureau )  fhould  be  inflituted,  which 
was  to  confift  of  eight  Perfons.  The  Comp- 
ti  oiler  General  of  the  Finances,  one  of  the 
Membeis  or  the  Council  of  the  Marine,  and 
the  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Police  of  Paris, 
were  always  to  be  three $  the  other  five  were 
Pei  foils,  chofen  out  of  his  Majefty’s  Coun¬ 
cil,  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  Affairs  of 
Trade. 

That,  the  Duputies  from  the  Towns,  and 
from  the  general  Farmers,  who  were  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  Council  of  Trade,  fhould  have 
the  fame  Admiffion  into  this  Office. 

That,  all  Propofitions  and  Memorials,  which 
fhould  be  lent  to  the  Office  5  as  alfo,  the  Af¬ 
fairs  and  Difficulties,  which  might  arife  with 
Relation  to  Commerce,  as  well  foreign  as 
domeftick,  and  concerning  Manufactures, 
fhould  be  here  difcuffed,  and  examined,  to 
the  End,  that,  upon  their  Report  to  the 
King,  His  Majefly,  might  provide  for  them 
accordingly. 

In  the  Month  of  June  1724,  an  EdiCt  paf- 
fed,  for  making  four  Intcndants  of  Commerce , 
upon  the  Plan  of  thofe,  in  the  Year  1708. 
Their  Bufinefs  is  to  infpeCt  the  Commerce  of 
the  different  Provinces  allotted  to  them, 

and 
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and  to  report  their  Obfcrvations  to  the  Of¬ 
fice  where  they  have  deliberative  Voices. 

It  is  to  be  oblervcd,  that,  as  it  was  thought 
proper,  when  the  Council  of  'I  rade  was  in- 
ii.it uted  in  the  Year  1700,  to  have  Dealers 
deputed  to  it,  from  trading  Towns  :  So  it 
was  refolved,  to  inftitut 1 4ij  Cothyhcycc^ 
in  thole  Towns,  to  the  End,  the  Deputies,  by 
Communication  with  them,  might  be  well  in¬ 
formed,  of  what  related  to  the  Commerce  of 
the  Provinces  or  Towns,  from  which  they 
were  deputed,  and  receive  from  them,  fuch 
Inftrudtions  and  Propofals,  as  would  be  pro¬ 
per  for  the  Confideration  or  the  Council  of 
fjp  rade. 

This  prudent  Defign,  occafioncd  the  ma¬ 
ting  an  Arret,  on  the  30th  Day  of  Align ji 
1701,  whereby  the  Merchants  and  Dealeis  in 
the  Towns  of  Lyons,  Lille ,  Roan,  Bourdeaux , 
Rochelle  Nants ,  St.  Malo ,  and  Bayonne ,  asalfo 
the  Province  of  Languedoc ,  were  direded,  to 
tranfmit  their  Opinion,  of  the  molt  conveni¬ 
ent  and  advantagious  Manner,  of  e (tab li filing 
thofe  Chambers.  Mar  jellies,  and  Dunkirk , 
were  not  mentioned  in  this  Edid,  becaufe  each 
of  them  had  a  Chamber  of  this  Kind,  betoie 

that  Time. 

The  Expences  of  holding  thefe  Ailemblies, 
which  are  called  Chambers  of  Commerce ,  and 
the  Salaries  of  the  Deputies  to  the  Council, 
or  Office  of  Commerce  held  at  Paris,  are 
deduded  out  of  the  Funds  of  the  Towns, 
or  Provinces,  or  raifed  according  to  particular 
Taxations  for  that  Purpofc. 

The 
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jJ,he  Bo^  of  Trade  and  Plantations  in  Em- 
in  fheTth  V  CftaI?li^ed  b7  K.  William  111. 

tn  the  8th  Year  of  his  Reign.  The  Com- 
rniffioners  for  managing  this&Office,  are  ex- 
traoidina1)'  and  ordinary.  The  former,  are 

Lord8™  0fSCers  ofTthe  Sute’  fuch  as  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  or  Lord  Keeper,  the  Lord 

Prefxdent  of  the  Council,  Lord  Keeper  of 

tie  pi  ivy  Seal,  Firft  Commiflioner  of  the 

Trealtny,  or  Lord  high  Treafurer,  firft  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Admiralty,  or  Lord  high 
Admiral,  the  two  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Thefe 
are  called  extraordinary  Commiflioners,  be- 
caufe  they  have  a  Right  to  fit  at  the  Board, 
and  do  fo,  upon  extraordinary  Occafions,  but 
have  no  Salaries,  as  Commiflioners  of  Trade. 
1  he  ordinary  Commiflioners,  are  eight  in 
■Number,  and  all  Members  of  the  Houle  of 
Commons,  excepting  one,  who  is  always  a 
Lord,  and  is  generally  called  Head  of  the 

Thai' Salaries  are  IOOO  /  pcr  Anmm_ 

.  -I  he :  BufineiS  of  this  Board  is,  to  enquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Trade  of  England ,  at 
home  and  abroad  ;  to  confider  how  the  Ma- 
nufadluies,  already'  fettled,  may  be  improved  } 
and  how,  new  and  profitable  ones  may  be 
intioauced.  To  provide  for  the  Employment 
of  the  Poor,  and  revive  the  Fifhery.  But 
they  employ  themfelves  chiefly,  in  the  Affairs 
of  the  Plantations. 

A  Council  of  Trade  was  let  on  foot  in 
Ireland  about  the  Year  1664.  The  Duke 
or  Ormond,  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the 

Council 
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Council  of  this  Kingdom,  did,  on  the  18th 
Day  of  May^  1664,  lign  Inftruftions,  fetting 
forth  the  Matters  it  was  to  inquire  into,  for  the 
general  Benefit  of  the  Kingdom.  The  firft 
Meeting,  was  held  on  the  24th  Day  of  May 
1664,  and  this  Council  continued  their  con- 
flant  weekly  Meetings  for  feveral  Years,  and 
agreed  upon  feveral  Reports  to  the  Council 
Board.  But,  by  all  that  can  be  found,  there  is 
no  other  trace  of  thofe  Reports  than  the  Heads 
of  them,  contained  in  a  2 able  to  the  Regifler 
Book ,  which  is  handed  down  to  us  by  Mr. 
Laurence ,  in  his  Treatife,  entitled,  the  Inte- 
reft  of  Ireland  >  fo  true  was  that  Gentleman's 
Obfervation,  that  u  as  the  Council  of  Trade 
was  their  Nurfery,  fo  the  Council  Table, 
cc  became  their  Sepulchre,  where  they  remain 
cc  in  their  Urn  to  this  Day.” 

It  is  believed,  that  every  Perfon,  who  con- 
fiders  the  Difficulties  that  arife  in  Tranfadti- 
ons  of  this  Nature,  will  agree,  that  a  Coun¬ 
cil,  compofed  of  Perfons  skilled  in  Affairs  of 
Trade,  and  the  general  Interefb  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  would  greatly  conduce  to  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  this  Kingdom.  If  it  fhould  ever  be 
thought  proper,  to  revive  the  Council  of 
Trade,  it  is  probable,  the  Method  pradtifed 
in  France  will  afford  iome  Hints  which  may  be 
made  ufe  of  for  this  Purpole.  This  is  the  V  iew 
we  have,  in  this  long  Remark  upon  the  Council 
or  Office  of  Trade,  and  Chambers  of  Com¬ 
merce  in  France ,  and  it  is  believed,  the  Rea¬ 
der  will  readily  perceive,  that  their  Inflituti- 
on,  is  well  adapted  to  procure  a  general  Bene¬ 
fit  to  that  Kingdom, 


Let 
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I,et  me  alfo,  be  permitted  to  obferve,  that 
the  late  King  Lewis  XIV.  was  fo  far  fromdif- 
tiaining  the  Advice  of  Men  bred  to  Trade,  in 
the  Conduct  of  Affairs  of  thehighelt  Impor¬ 
tance  to  his  Kingdom,  that  he  imploved  Mon- 
iieur  Mefuager(\v ho  had  beenaTrader,'and  was  a 
Deputy  to  the  Council  of  trade)  as  one  of 

his  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  Congrefs,  held  for 

a  general  Peace  at  Utrecht ,  and  joined  him  in  the 
lame  Full-powers,  with  a  Mara  dial  of  France 
and  an  Peclelia flick  of  fuch  Eminence,  that 
he  was  afterwards  made  a  Cardinal. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Of  N umer ary  Values . 

*  ✓"'I  OLD  and  Silver  are,  by  general 
V_T  Confcnt,  the  Pledge,  the  Equiva¬ 
lent,  or  the  common  Mcafure,  of  all 
Things  that  lerve  to  the  Ufe  of  Man. 
Their  real  Value  confifteth,  in  their 
Weight,  and  in  their  Title,  (that  is,  De¬ 
gree  of  Finenefs, )  which  are  warranted 
in  them,  by  the  Stamp  of  publick  Au¬ 
thority.  Thus  the  King’s  Image  upon  a 
Lewis  d’ or,  denoteth  to  all  Nations, 

that 


*  It  is  not  well  known  at  what  Time, 
Coin  was  firlt  made  Ufe  of.  This  relateth 
more,  to  the  Learning  of  an  Antiquarian,  than 
to  the  Bufinefs  of  a  States-man. 
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that  this  Portion  of  Gold  is  the  thirtieth 
Part  of  a  Mark ,  -j-  and  that  its  77- 


r "t,  the  Year  noo.  The  weighing 

ot  Gold  and  Silver,  by  the  Pound  of  twelve 
Ounces,  which  was  the  Roman  Weight ,  was 
lei  t  off  in  France  $  and  they  began  to  weigh 
with  the  Mark  or  eight  Ounces,  half  of  our 
Livie  dc  Poids,  which  hath,  ever  imee,  con¬ 
tinued,  tne  numerary  Account,  by  So/s,  and 
Demers .  See  le  Blanc ,  for  the  Livre  Gauloife , 
(01  pound  ufed  among  the  Gauls)  in  the  Reign 
of  Charlemagne .  This  Author  contradidtshim- 

ZZ‘  Prolegomena,  or  In* 

ftiuctions  before  his  Book,  Chapter  de  la  Mon- 
noye  numeraire ,  he  faith,  during  the  firfi  and 
fecond  Race  of  our  Kings ,  they  did  not  uje  the 
h  eight  of  the  Mark  of  eight  Ounces ,  but  the  Ro¬ 
man  Pound ,  which  weighed  twelve  Ounces  -  -  - 
page  24.  he  faith,  fromthe  Time  ^/Charlemagne, 
to  Philip  I.  the  twenty  Sols,  weighed  a  Pound , 
or  twelve  Ounces .  In  the  following  page,  he 
P  rnufi  be  obferved ,  during  the  Reign 

of  Philip  Ic  they  quitted  theUfe  of  the  Pound  of 
iz  oz.  to  take  the  RKeight  of  the  Alark  of  8  oz+- 
as  I  have  proved, page  if 9  -  *  -  where  he  faith, 
that  the  Ufc  thereof,  is  not  to  be  looked  for  in 
Fiance,  earlier  than  this  Reign .  And  it  is  pro¬ 
ved  in  the  fame  Place,  that  under  the  Reign 
of  his  Son,  Lewis ,  firnamed  the  Young,  they 
weighed  by  the  Mark,  and  under  Henry  I, 
they  uled  the  Pound  Weight. 
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tie,  *  is  of  twenty  two  Carrats .  f  This 

Image 


#  Titre,  Title,  fignifietb,  the  Degree  of 
Allay.  This  we  tranjlate  into  Degree  of 
Finenefs,  and  fometimes  explain ,  by  the  Word 
Standard,  or  Finenefs. 

f  As  Geometricians  hatre  thought  fit  to  di¬ 
vide  the  Circle  into  360  Degrees,  fo,  the 
Founders  of  Metal  have  divided  Gold  into 
24  Parts,  called  Carrats ,  which  may  denote 
the  Goodnefs  or  Allay  thereof.  Gold  with¬ 
out  any  Allay,  is  of  24  Carrats  5  and  Gold, 
that  hath  two  Parts  Allay,  or  two  twenty 
fourths,  is  of  22  Carrats.  This  is  the  Stan¬ 
dard  of  our  Gold,  at  this  Time.  The  Foun¬ 
ders  of  Metal  have,  in  like  manner,  divided 
Silver  into  12  Parts,  called  Deniers ,  and  they 
proceed  in  the  fame  Way  to  exprefs  its  Fine¬ 
nefs .  Silver,  that  hath  a  twelfth  part  Al¬ 
lay,  is  eleven  Deniers  fine.  This  is  the  Title, 
or  Standard,  of  our  Crown  Pieces.  Silver, 
under  fix  Deniers  fine,  is  called  Billon.  This 
is  the  Metal,  of  which,  our  Sols  are  made. 
All  Europe  efteem  our  Coin,  as  well  for  its 
Weight  as  its  Finenefs.  You  may  find  in  Le 
Blanc ,  the  different  Names,  and  Impreffions 
of  each  Coin  fince  the  Beginning  of  the  Mo¬ 
narchy*  and  the  Growth  to  Perfection  in  the 
Coinage.  And  in  Boizard ,  the  Particulars  of 
the  mechanical  Operations. 

Nota.  The  Standard  or  Degree  of  Finenefs  in 
the  Coin  of  England  is,  for  Gold,  22  Carrats 

O  fine, 
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Image,  points  out,  particularly  to  the 
French ,  that  this  Lewis  d’  or  hath,  at 
this  Time,  a  numerary  Denomination  of 
twenty  four  Livres  or  Francs ,  in  all 
Payments  they  are  to  make,  in  Dil- 
charge  of  their  Contracts.  For,  befides 
the  real  Money  of  Weight  and  Finenefs, 
we  have  another,  which  is  numerary,  and 
of  Account,  inLivres ,  Sols,  and  Denier  s , 
in  which  alone,  we  are  allowed  to  make 
Contracts.  This,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  firfl: 
began,  in  theReign.of  Charlemagne,  But, 
the  Money  of  Account  was  then,  both 
Real  and  Numerary.  That  is  to  lay, 
what  was  called  a  Livre ,  weighed  a  Livre, 
that  is,  a  Pound.  It  was  then  divided,  as  it  is 
now,  into  twenty  Pieces,  called  Sols,  and 
each  Sol,  into  twenty  real  Deniers ,  all 
of  Silver. 


Whatever 

—— — >  — »— t ^ — p-  —  M  ,  ii  m  in  in  ii  i  —  _ 

fine,  and  two  Carrats  allay.  And  the  Pound 
weight  of  this  Metal,  which  is  fometimes  cal¬ 
led  Crown-Gold 5  is  cut  into  four  and  forty 
Guineas  and  a  half. 

Eleven  Ounces  two  Penny  weight  of  fine 
Silver,  and  eighteen  penny  weight  of  Allay, 
make  a  pound  weight  of  Silver  according  to 
the  Standard  of  the  Mint,  and  it  is  cut  into 
fixty  two  Shillings. 
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Whatever  enfeebling ,  (^)  or  mixture 
of  Allay,  hath  fincebeea  made,  the  Livre 
hath  always  preferved  its  Name.  And 

this  Name,  hath  been  ufed  by  feveral  other 
Nations  in  Europe.  The  Englijh ,  reckon 
by  Livre s ,  Sols,  and  Denicrs  Ster¬ 
ling,  (b)  The  Dutch,  by  Livresy  Sols \ 
and  Deniers  Grofs .  (c)  And  all  thele 

O  z  Livres , 


(a)  The  French  Word  is,  Affoiblijfementj 
Enfeebling  or  IVeakning,  which  generally  fig- 
nifieth,  a  greater  Mixture  of  Allay.  But,  as 
this  is  alfo  mentioned  in  the  fubfequent  Word 
Alliage ,  fo  it  appears,  that  the  Enfeebling  here 
intended  by  the  Author,  is  the  railing  of  the 
nominal  Value  of  the  pound  Weight  of  Sil¬ 
ver.  And  in  this  Senfe,  the  Word  is  frequently 
madeui'eor. 

(b)  Pounds ,  Shillings ,  and  Pence  Sterling , 
They  are  divided  as  the  French  Livres ^  Sols,  and 
Deniers.  And  they  were  formerly,  both  real 
and  numerary.  The  pound  Weight  of  pure 
Silver,  paifed  tor  twenty  Shillings,  and  the  S  hil¬ 
ling  for  twelve  Pence  5  fo  that  the  oz.  of  pure 
Silver,  was  then  Currant  for  twenty  Pence. 

(c)  Poundts ,  Schellings ,  and  Pennigens  Grofs , 
which  aredividedas  the  Money  of  Account  in 
England  and  France . 

The  Dutch  have  another  Coin  of  Account, 
That  is,  Florins  or  Guilders ,  The  Florin  or 
Guilder,  contained!  zo  Stivers  j  and  each  Styver, 
16  common  Penitmns. 

The 
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Livres ,  have  nothing  common  among 
them,  but  their  Denomination.  A  Livre, 
or  Pound  Sterling ,  is  worth,  near  upon 
twenty  four  French  Livres .  And  a 
Livre,  or  Toundt  Grofs ,  twelve. 

The  Proportion  between  the  Price  of 
Gold,  and  that  of  Silver  hath  greatly 
varied  in  Europe,  (a)  This  Proportion 
arifeth  from  a  general  Eftimation  made 
by  the  trading  Nations,  and  this  Efti- 

mation 


The  Poundt  Grofs,  is  equal  to  fix  Florins, 
the  Schelling  Grofs ,  to  fix  Styvers ,  and  the  Pe - 
ningen  Grofs,  to  eight  common  Peningens . 

0*)  The  Quantities  of  Silver  and  Gold,  are 
greatly  encreafed,  fince  the  Time  of  difeo- 
vering  the  rich  Mines  in  America.  And  Trade 
is  become  fo  generally  well  underlfood  in  Eu¬ 
rope^  that,  as  our  Author  obferveth,  the  true 
Proportion  between  thefe  Metals  in  Europe , 
will  lor  ever  arife  from  the  general  Eitimation 
made  of  them  by  the  trading  Nations. 

Accidents,  and  Occurrences  in  Trade,  will 
always  keep  this  Eftimation  in  a  fludluating 
Condition.  It  is  therefore  in  vain  to  expedi:, 
to  fix  an  invariable  Proportion  between 
thefe  Metals.  All  that  wife  Legiflators  can 
do,  is  to  adjuft  the  Proportion  in  their  feve- 
ral  Countries,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  Proportion.  And  to  take  care,  that  all  the 
Alterations  they  make  in  their  Coin,  tend  to 
the  particular  Advantage  of  their  own  Nation. 
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mation  dependcrh  upon  the  greater  or 
lets  Plenty  of  thclc  Metals.  In  the 
Year  1100.  It  was  as  one  to  ten:  That 
is  to  fay,  one  Mark  weight  of  Gold  was 
then  of  equal  Value  with  ten  Marks  of 
Silver.  And,  as  Silver  became  more  plen¬ 
tiful,  the  Difference  always  encreafed. 
The  proportional  V alue  between  thefe  two 
Metals  is  now,  in  all  the  States  of  Eu¬ 
rope ,  as  one  to  between  fourteen  and  fif¬ 
teen,  and  in  France,  as  about  one  to  four¬ 
teen  and  an  half.  Let  us  by  the  Way  take 
Notice,  that  this  Proportion  eontinueth 
ftill  in  China ,  as  one  to  ten. 

The  firft  Alteration,  that  we  know  of, 
in  our  Coin,  was  made  in  the  Reign  of 
Thilip  the  Fil'd,  at  which  Time  the 
j Deniers  were  allayed  with  a  third  part 
Copper  :  And  as  they  were  always  the 
twelfth  part  of  the  Sol,  and  the  Sol,  the 
twentieth  part  of  the  Livre,  there  was 
then  one  third  intrinfick  Difference,  be¬ 
tween  the  Livre  of  that  Time,  and  the 
Livre  of  Charlemagne  :  And  in  the 
Reign  of  Saint  Lewis,  ( a )  about  one 
hundred^  Years  after,  the  Difference  was 

O  3  three 


(a)  Lewis  IX,  fir  named  the  Saint,  begun 
his  Reign  in  the  Year  12.24,  and  ended  it  in 
1 17a. 
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three  fourths  O)  This  is  the  rather  to 
be  taken  Notice  of,  becaufe  that  when 

afterwards,  the  enfeebling  (or  railing  the 
nominal  Value)  of  the  Coin,  became  more 
confiderable,  the  People  demanded  Jtrong 
Money,  or  Coin  of  the  fame  Value,  as 
in  the  Days  of  Saint  Lewis. 

I  x  may  from  hence  appear  how  much 
they  are  miftakeu,  who  aflign  to  the 
Mark  of  Silver,  a  pretended  intrinfick 
Value  of  feven  and  twenty  Livres.  They 
refer  it  to  the  nominal  Value  of  Silver 
during  the  Adminiftration  of  Monfieur 
Colbert  ;  although  there  is  not  any  grea¬ 
ter  Reafon,  to  fix  upon  that  Period  of 
Time,  than  on  that  of  Cardinal  Richelieu, 
St.  Lewis ,  or  any  other  of  our  Kings  ; 
unleis  it  be,  for  the  great  Refpedt  they 
have  for  the  Adminiftration  of  Monfieur 
Colbert,  or  rather  becaufe  Silver  continu¬ 
ed 


(aj Our  Author  doth  not  mean, that  there  was 
fo  great  a  mixture  of  Aliav,  as  to  produce 
this  Difference.  For  then,  the  Metal  would 
have  been  reduced  to  the  Condition  of  Billon. 
Zee  page  zcg,.  But  there  is  included  in  this 
\  aviation  of  the  Coin,  an  Encreafe  of  the  no« 
minal  Value, 

*  i  ■  i  \ 
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ed  a  longer  Time  at  that  Price :  For,  by 
only  going  back  to  the  two  preceding 
Reigns,  it  appears,  that  in  the  Yearibzo. 
Silver  was  at  zo  Livres  the  Mark ;  that 
under  the  Miniftry  of  Cardinal  Richelieu 
in  1636,  it  was  at  twenty  three  Livres  f 
and  in  1641,  at  twenty  fix  Livres  ten 
Sols.  So  that  this  Cardinal,  whole 
Maxim,  it  is  laid  to  have  been,  not  to 
meddle  with  the  Coin,  did  raile  it  con- 
fiderably.  Lc  Blanc ,  in  (peaking  of  the 
Reign  of  Lewis  XIII.  faith  ;  “  the  Mil- 
“  chief  of  over-rating  the  Coin,  was 
“  greater  under  this  Reign,  than  under 
“  thole  preceding,  lince  in  twenty  fix 
“  Years,  the  Value  of  the  Crown  of 
“  Gold  (a)  was  eucreafedby  39  Sols.’’  * 

O  4  It 


(a)  The  laft  Coinage  of  the  Gold  Crown,  or 
Leu,  in  France ,  was  in  the  Year  idff.  1  hey 
were  of  13  Carrats  fine,  and  ~ji  to  the  Mark. 

In  1661.  Lewis  XIII.  made  anew  Coin  of 
Silver,  which  palled  by  the  Name  of  the  Sil¬ 
ver  Lewis ,  and  hath  fince  obtained  the  Name 
of  the  Ecu ,  which  we  call  a  Crown, 

In  1 69 1 .  The  Gold  Crowns  were  cried  down, 
and  at  that  Time  they  palled  at  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  Sols  each. 

#  It  palfed  for  only  60  Sols  in  if 77’ 
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It  was  Cardinal  Mazarin,  who  did  not 
raife  the  Coin.  Monfieur  Colbert. 


It  cannot  be  denied,  that  Contra&s  made 
in  numerary  Livres,  or  Livres  of  Account 
independent  of  Weight  and  F inends,  carry 
iome  Idea  of  fnjufUce,  when  Variations 
are  made  in  the  Coin.  Although  this  be 
evident,  yet  it  is  neceflary,  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  underftanding  ol  what  foiloweth,  to  give 
an  Inftance  of  it.  ° 

Let  us  fuppofe  Silver  at  fifty  Livres 
the  Mark,  and  Gold  in  Proportion.  The 
Lewis  Lor  of  twenty  four  nominal  Li- 
vres}  at  the  Rate  of  thirty  to  the  Mark. 

If  'Peter  borroweth  one  hundred  Lewis 
d  ors  fr°m  James,  he  will  become  Deb- 
tor  to  James,  for  two  thoufand  four  hum 
ui  cd  Lti;  cs  9  nominal  V  aluc.  If  on  the  next 
X)ay ,  the  King  doth  diminilh  thePrice  of  the 
Mark  weight  of  Gold,  by  one  fixth,  and 
thereby  reduce  the  Lewis  Lor  to  twenty 
Livres,  Teter  cannot  pay  his  Debt  to 
James ,  but  by  giving  him  one  hundred 
‘Hf  .  tvvcnry  Lewis  L ors  of  the  fame 
Weight  and  Finenefs  he  received.  What 
James  gainer h  by  this  Suppofirion  he 
would  have  loft,  if  there  had  been  a  pro- 

porcionablc 
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portionable  Encreafe  of  the  nominal  V alue 
of  the  Coin ;  for  then  Peter  would  have 
difcharged  his  Debt,  with  a  lefs  Number 
of  Lewis  d'ors ,  of  the  fame  Weight  and 
Finenefs,  than  he  had  received. 


Diminutions  favour  the  Creditor, 
and  Augmentations,  the  Debtor :  And  iup- 
pofing  all  other  Things  to  be  alike,  in 
matter  of  State,  it  is  the  Debtor,  who 
ought  to  be  favoured.  We  fhali  hereaf¬ 
ter"  have  Occafion,  to  explain  this  Maxim- 
Some  of  our  Kings,  in  lowering  the  Coin, 
have  had  Regard  to  the  Prejudice  Debtors 
receive  thereby.  There  are  upon  this 
Subject,  feveral  Ordinances  of  ‘Philip  the 
Fair,  Philip  de  Valois ,  and  other  Kings. 
See  Boutteroue,  in  his  Trait e  des  Mon- 
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,c  H  A  P  XL 


Of  Proportion  in  the  Coin , 

HISl  ORIANS,  even  thofe  who 
wrote  particularly  upon  Coin,  do 
generally  (at  lead  in  their  reaionings)  con¬ 
found  the  Encreafe  of  the  nominal  Value^ 
wiih  the  Diiproporfion between  theSpecies, 
or  with  the  exceffive  fDuty  of  Seignio¬ 
rage  *  taken  by  our  Kings  on  the  Coin- 

nage. 


#  The  Droit  da  Seigneurage ,  is  the  Duty, 
our  Kings  take  upon  the  Coin.  Philip  de 
Pgilois  is  the  fir  ft,  who  did  not  take  it  on  a 
Coinage  of  the  Year  132,9,  for  the  Reverence 
of  God  our  Lord ,  and  the  Welfare  of  our  Peo - 
pf  our  Intent  is  to  take  no  Profit  on  the  [aid 
Work.  1  his  fame  King  addeth  in  his  Ordi¬ 
nance 
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age.  Two  Things  really  hurtful,  which 
it  is  of  Importance  to  explain. 

We 


nance  of  1331.  But  only  what  the  making  of 
the  Coin  will  Coft.  This  is  called  Droit  de 
Braffbge,  or  de  Fabrication ,  Lewis  XIV  .  and 
Lewis  XV.  have  once  imitated  this  Example. 

Nota.  The  Kings  of  England ,  had  formerly 
a  Right  to  this  kind  of  Seigniorial  Duty.  That 
is,  they  made  a  Profit  upon  the  Coinage  of 
Money.  But  by  the  Statute,  18  Car.  z.  cap. 
y .  made  for  Encouraging  of  Coinage ,  a  Duty  of 
ten  Shillings  on  every  Tun  of  Wine,  Vinegar, 
Cyder,  and  Beer,  and  twenty  Shillings,  on 
every  Tun  of  Brandy,  and  flrong  Waters  im¬ 
ported,  was  granted  and  appropriated  to  de¬ 
fray  the  Expence  of  Coinage.  And  all  Per- 
fons,  who  bring  Gold  or  Silver  into  the  Mint, 
receive  the  full  Weight  thereof,  according  to 
its  Degree  ofFinenefs,  in  the  Coin  of  England 
without  any  Deduction  for  allaying,  Coinage, 
or  wafte  in  Coinage. 

This  Aft  was  temporary,  but  it  hath  been 
continued  by  feveral  fubfequent  Laws  :  And 
the  Treafury  is  impowered,  to  caufefo  much 
Money  to  be  applied,  as  fhall  be  necellary  tor 
defraying  the  Expences  of  the  Mints  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland ,  by  way  of  Impreft,  and  on 
Account.  So  as  the  fame,  together  with  the 
Coinage  Duties,  doth  not  exceed,  in  any  one 
Year,  1  y,ooo  /. 
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We  will  fuppofe  the  Mark  of  Silver, 
at  fifty  Li-vres.  Let  us  alio  fuppofe,  to 
avoid  Fractions,  the  Crown  Pieces,  at 
the  Rate  of  ten  to  the  Mark,  to  be  one 
hundred  Sols  each-  Thefe  Crown  Pieces, 
arefubdivided  into  half  Crowns,  and  Quar¬ 
ter  Crowns,  of  the  fame  Fiuenefs,  and 
of  a  proportionable  Weight  5  fo  that  he 
who  hath  ten  Crowns,  or  twenty  half 
Crowns, or  forty  quarter  Crowns,  hath  the 
fame  Value  inWeight  and  Finenefs;  and  it  is 
indifferent  to  him,  whether  he  receive  his 
Money,  in  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe 
Pieces.  This  is  what  is  called  exadt  Pro¬ 
portion  in  the  Coin  ;  and  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  Gold,  and  of  Billon,  (a) 

If  in  an  Exigence  of  State,  an  impru¬ 
dent  Minifler  fhould,  for  a  Sum  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  grant  Leave  to  ContraSlors,  to  make 
quarter  Crown  Pieces  of  Silver  worfe  by 
a  Moiety  than  the  Crown  Pieces,  and 
neverthelefs  of  the  nominal  Value  of  a 
quarter  Crown,  fo  that  for  four  of  them 
there  is  paid  the  Value  of  a  Crown  :  it  is 
evident  that  a  Payment  in  thefe  Pieces 
called  quarter  Crowns,  will  contain  bat 
half  the  Silver,  that  is  in  the  like  pay¬ 
ment 


(a)  See  Page  lop. 
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ment,  made  in  Crown  Pieces.  Skillful 
Traders  and  Foreigners,  will  pay  in  quar¬ 
ter  Crowns,  and  endeavour  to  receive 
in  CrownPieces, which  they  wiil  caule  to  be 
recoined  into  quarter  Crown  Pieces,  with 
a  Profit  of  a  Moiety .  The  King  will  be  paid 
in  quarter  Crown  Pieces  only ;  and  what 
he  might  have  received  for  this  Coinage, 
will  turn  to  his  Lois,  and  to  the  Prejudice 
of  the  State,  in  favour  of  Strangers. 

Some  of  our  Kings,  upon  urgent  Oc- 
cafions,  have  had  Recourfe  to  this  ill- 
judged  Artifice.  (*)  Thilip  de  Valois ,  and 

King 


(*)  Philip ,  in  an  Ordinance  of  the  Year 
ijfo  for  making  the  Doubles  Tournois ,  (this 
was  a  fmall  Coin  of  the  Value  of  two  Deniers 
made  of  bafe  Silver  or  Billon,)  doth  direct 
the  Officers  of  his  Mint  to  allay  for  the  Mer¬ 
chants^  -----  and  the  Engravers ,  and 
other  Officers ,  are  forbid  to  reveal  the  fame ,  but 
are  direBed  to  keep  it  Secret ,  and  to  [wear  on 
the  Holy  Evangelifls.  A  Queftion  in  Morality, 
whether  they  were  obliged  to  keep  an  Oath 
to  cheat  ?  King  John  addeth  to  his  Man¬ 
date  for  the  like  Purpofes  :  Upon  the  Oath  ye 
have  taken  to  the  King ,  keep  this  matter  fecret 
the  heft  ye  may ,  -  -  -  for  if  by  your  means 

it  be  known,  you  fhall  be  punifhed  after  fuch  a 
manner ,  that  all  others  fhall  be  terrified  thereby . 

§  And 


Ill 


Kiaejobn,  ordered  theMaftersof  the  Mine  ’ 
(^)ro  Keep  the  Matter  lecret,  upon  their  Ho- 
nom ,  and  under  pain  of  Punifliment;  but 
tncy  were  foon  forced  themfelves  to  cry 
dowi!  this  Coin,  which  ought  to  be  called 
falie,  and  not  feeble. 

W  e  have  an  extraordinary  Indance  of 
this  Kind,  in  the  Year  1674,  under  the 

Adminutration  of  Monfieur  Colbert ;  and 


ms  hard  to  conceive,  how  this  able  Mini- 

Her, 


mother  Place:  Keep  this  matter  fecret , 
rj  any  one  enquireth  of  what  Standard  the 


Blanks  are ,  pretend  they  are  of  fix  Demers - 

take  as  much  Care ,  as  you  would  of  your  own 
Honour^  they  do  not  difeover  the  Degree  of 
Allay  by  your  means.  The  Honefty  of  King 
John  was  fuch,  as  maketh  it  to  be  prefu¬ 
med,  that  the  1  limiter  impofed  upon  the  lit¬ 
tle  Under Handing  this  Prince  had  in  matters 
relating  to  the  Coin. 

(a)  There  are  thirty  Mints  eitabliihed  in  as 
many  Towns  of  France, but  the  themoftcon- 
dderable  Mint,  is  at  Paris. 

The  Mint  of  England  is  kept  in  the  Tower 
of  London  and  as  it  may  be  of  fome  Ufe,  to 
fee  upon  what  foot  the  Coinage  in  England  is 
carried  on,  we  have  incertedat  the  End  of  this 
Chapter,  aihorc  Account  thereof. 
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Iter,  to  whom  France  is  indebred  for  the 
good  Order  eftablilhed  in  the  Finances, 
could  have  committed  this  Fault. 

It  was  in  the  Coinage  of  pieces  of  four 
Sols.  The  Difference  between  them,  and 
the  Crown  Pieces,  of  which  they  were 
aliquot  Parts,  was  more  than  one  fifth 
Allay ;  fo  that  he  who  received  a  Pay¬ 
ment  in  this  Coin,  received  one  fifth  lefs, 
in  weight  of  Silver,  than  if  he  had  received 
it  in  Crown  Pieces. 

T he  Remonftrances  of  the  Traders, 
were  ineffectual :  The  Contract  was  made. 
But  they  were  under  a  Neceffity  of  re¬ 
voking  it  foon,  and  of  fuppreffing  this 
falfe  Coin. 

The  levying  of  the  Duty  of  Seigni¬ 
orage ,  which  hath  always  appertained  to 
the  King,  (a)  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
State  if  it  were  high  enough,  to  make 
fuch  a  Dilproportion  between  the  old  Coin, 

or 


(a)  Philip  of  Valois,  in  an  Ordinance  of  134  6, 
faith,  we  cannot  believe  nor  prefume  that  any 
one  can ,  or  ought  to  aoubt ,  that  to  usy  and  to  our 
Royal  Majefly  folely  appertained ,  and  for  all 

within 
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or  Bullion,  and  the  new  coined  Sil¬ 
ver,  as  that  Foreigners  Ihould  find  a  con¬ 
siderable  Advantage  in  the  recoinage  : 
Becaufe  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  they  would 
purchafe  the  old  Silver  with  the  new 
Money  coined  by  themfelves  at  home:. 
This  occafioned  fome  Lois  to  the  State 
during  the  lail  War.  The  buying  of  Things 
at  a  higher  rate  than  they  were  formerly, 
occafioned  other  Loffes,  but  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  in  favour  of  the  French  them¬ 
felves. 

W  e  may  in  general  fay,  that  the  Com¬ 
plaints  of  the  People,  upon  enfeebling  the 
Coin,  regarded  the  Difproportion  in  the 
Enfeebling,  or  the  too  great  ‘Duty  of 
Seigniorage ,  and  not  the  Encreaie  of  the 
nominal  Value.  This  will  appear  by  the 
following  Obiervations  upon  the  Reign 
of  ‘Philip  the  Fair. 


•within  our  Kingdom, theTrade, theMake,theConditi- 
on,the Providings  and  the  ordering  all  Matters  rela¬ 
ting  to  theCoin-,  to  give  them  fuch  a  Currency, and  at 
fuch  a  Rate  as  we  pleafe ,  and  feemeth  Good  unto  Us, 
for  the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  Us,  of  our  faid 
Kingdom ,  and  of  our  Subjects,  See  le  Blanc. 


Of 
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Of  the  Mint  of  England. 

IT  is  not  rieceflary  to  enter  intothe  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Mint,  or  to  give  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  Privileges  as  a  Corporation,  of 
to  fet  down  the  particular  Alterations  made  in 
the  Coin,  fince  the  Reign  of  K.  Edward  I. 
who  fixed  the  Englijh  Sterling  Standard,  which 
was  before  in  a  variable  State.  But  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  of  Ule,  to  know  the  prefent  Con¬ 
dition  of  the  Coinage  in  the  Tower  of  Lon - 
don.  This  cannot  be  better  explained,  than  it 
is  in  the  foliowi  ng. 

Ah  ft  raft  of  the  Indenture  between  His  Majefty , 
and  the  Mafter  and  Worker  of  the  Mint. 

The  King,  by  Indenture  under  the  Great 
Seal,  confirms  the  Office  of  Mailer  and 
Worker  of  the  Mint  to  A.  B.  during  Plea- 
fure,  and  he  is  to  receive  all  the  Monies,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  A£ts  of  Parliament  (See  page  zip) 
for  defraying  the  Expence  of  the  Mint. 

A.  B.  covenanteth  to  make  the  Money,  in 
manner  following,  viz. 

To  make  five  Sorts  ol  Money  of  Crown 
Gold, 


P 


1.  The 
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i.  The  quarter  Guinea,  Value  fs.  3  d .  at 
178  in  the  pound  weight  Troy.  This  not  to  be 
coined,  but  by  His  Majefty’s,  or  the  Trea- 
fury’s  fpecial  Direction. 

z.  Half  Guinea,  value  ior,  6d,  at  8p  in 
the  pound  Weight. 

?•  The  Guinea,  value  21  .r.  at  44,  and  the 
Weight  of  \os.6d.  to  the  pound  Weight. 

4.  The  double  Guinea,  value  42  s.  at  22,  and 
the  Weight  of  1  os.  6d.  in  the  Pound. 

f.  The  fi  ve  Guinea  Piece,  or  y  l.  y  s.  at  p 
wanting  the  Weight  of  10s .  6d.  in  the 
Pound. 

Every  pound  weight  Troy  of  Gold  to  be  in 
Value  4 61.  14^.  6d.  in  Finenefs  attheTryal, 
22,  Cafrats  of  fine  Gold,  and  2  Carrats  of  Allay. 
This  to  be  the  Standard  of  Gold. 

The  Matter  to  have  6  s.  and  6  d.  for  the 
Coinage  of  every  pound  weight  7r<?y,  of  Gold 
M  onies.  Out  of  which  he  is  to  pay  unto  the 
Moneyers ,  3  s.  for  their  Labour,  for  every  pound 
Weight. 

If  the  Gold  Money  be  not  continually  made 
according  to  the  right  Standard,  but  in  De¬ 
fault  of  the  Matter,  it  fhall  be  found  fome- 
times  too  ftrong,  or  too  feeble,  by  too  much 
or  too  little  in  Weight,  in  Finenefs,  or  both, 
the  6th  Part  of  a  Carrat  in  a  Pound,  which 
fhall  be  called  Remedy  for  the  Matter,  the 
Money  fhall  be  delivered  for  good. 

But  if  default  be  over  the  fixth  Part  of  a 
Carrat,  the  Deliverance  fhall  ceafe,  and  that 
Money  adjudged  lefs  than  good,  and  be  new 
molten  and  re-coined,  at  the  Charge  of  the 
§  Matter, 
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Matter,  till  it  be  put  to  Point  as  Money  de¬ 
liverable. 

Excepting  only  the  quarter  Guineas,  for 
thefe  Pieces,  not  being  able  to  be  fized  with 
the  fame  Exa£tnefs,  as  the  larger  Pieces  of 
Gold  may  be,  there  fhall  be  added  to  thefaid 
Remedy  in  Weight,  Half  a  Grain,  tor  every 
four  quarter  Guineas  in  the  pound  Weight  of 
the  Monies  tried. 

Thefe  Defaults  mutt  happen  by  Cafualty, 
or  elfe  no  Allowance  of  them. 

The  Gold  is  to  be  coined,  in  fuch  Pieces  as 
his  Majetty,  by  his  Sign  Manual,  ttiall  dire£t. 

The  Matter  to  make  eight  Pieces  of  Silver 
Monies,  viz. 

1.  The  Crown  at  fs.  and  12,  of  them,  and 
2  s.  in  the  Pound  W eight. 

2.  Half  Crown,  at  2 s.  6d.  and  24,  andzr. 
in  the  Pound. 

3.  The  Shilling,  at  12  d.  and  62  to  the 
Pound. 

4.  Half  Shillings,  at  6  d.  and  124  in  the 
Pound. 

y.  The  Groat,  or  4 d.  and  i8(5  in  the 
Pound. 

6.  The  half  Six-Pence  or  3  d.  at  248  in  the 
Pound. 

7.  The  half  Groat,  or  id.  at  372  in  the 
Pound. 

8.  The  Penny,  744  in  the  Pound. 

The  Pound  Weight  of  Silver  tobe  3  l.  is.  and 
ttiall  be,  in  Fineness  at  the  Trial  1 1  oz.  zdwt. 
and  18  dwt.  of  Allay,  which  is  the  old  right 
Standard  of  the  Monies  of  England * 

P  z  The 
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The  Gold  Money  is  to  be  made  agreeable 
in  Finenefs  to  the  indented  Trial  Pieces  made 
by  Direction  of  K.  James  II.  anno  4 to  reg.fui. 
and  all  Monies  of  Standard  Silver,  agreeable 
in  Finenefs,  to  the  retpective  trial  Pieces,  made 
1  K.  Geo.  II.  which  trial  Pieces  remain  in 
fix  feveral  Places,  viz.  in  the  Treafury  }  with 
the  Wai  den  of  the  .Mint  in  the  Tower  5  the 
Mailer  and  Worker  *  the  Wardens  of  the 
Company  of  Gold  Smiths,  in  Gold  Smiths 
Hall }  in  the  Exchequer  of  Scotland  j  and 
with  the  General,  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Mint  in  Scotland . 

The  Mailer  to  have  is.  4 d.  Halfpenny ,  for 
Charges  of  Coining  every  Pound  Weight 
Troy  of  Silver  Monies,  of  which  he  is  to  pay 
Si.  for  every  Pound  Weight  to  the  Money- 
ers. 

The  Mailer  is  to  pay  to  the  Warden  of 
the  Mint  1470/.  per  annum ,  for  the  Fees  and 
Salaries  of  the  refpedlive  Officers  of  the  Mint. 

The  Remedy  tor  the  Mailer  in  the  Silver 
Money  is,  when  on  Allay  before  Delivery, 
the  Money  is  found  too  llrong  or  too  feeble, 
all  only  in  Weight,  or  ail  only  in  Finenefs,  or 
in  both,  by  2  dzvt.  in  the  ’  Pound  Weight 
Troy,  alter  the  old  Computation  of  20  dzvt. 
in  the  Ounce.  And  if  Default  be  over  the 
faid  2  d-zvt.  the  Money  final!  ceafe  to  be  deli¬ 
vered,  and  be  recoined  at  the  Charge  of  the 
Mailer. 

The  Mailer  may  receive,  as  well  his  Ma- 
jeuy’s  Bullion  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  the  Bul¬ 
lion  of  any  other  Perfon  whatfoever,  to  be 
coined  as  aforefaid,  delivering  to  the  Parties 

bring- 
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bringing  the  Bullion,  Bills  te (1  i fy ing  the 
Weight,  Finenefs,  and  Value  thereof,  with  the 
Day  and  Order  of  its  Delivery  into  the  Mint. 

The  Warden  and  Comptroller  ot  the  Mint, 
and  his  Majelly’s  chief  Clerk,  and  Clerks  of 
the  Papers,  for  the  Time  being,  fhall  enter 
in  Ledger  Books,  all  Bullion  as  fhall  be 
brought  into  the  Mint.  Which  Entry  fhall 
comprehend,  the  Weight,  Finencfs  and  Va¬ 
lue  of  the  (aid  Bullion,  the  Parties  Names 
who  brought  it,  and  what  Day.  And  then 
the  Bullion  is  to  be  put  into  a  Cheft  or  Room, 
lock’d  with  three  Keys,  one  of  which  is  to  be 
kept  by  the  Warden,  another  by  the  Mailer, 
and  the  third  by  the  Comptroller,  and  to  re¬ 
main  there  till  delivered  for  Coinage. 

The  Warden,  Comptroller,  and  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  Clerk,  fhall  keep  feveral  Books  of 
Melting-,  declaring  in  the  fame,  the  Quantity, 
and  Finenefs,  of  all  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
Allay,  put  into  the  Melting,  with  the  Report 
of  every  Allay,  called  the  Pot-Affay.  And 
the  laid  Books  fhall  remain  to  charge  the  Ma¬ 
iler  withal,  and  they  fhall  be  monthly  lub- 
(bribed  and  figured,  by  the  Warden  and  the 
Mailer  and  Comptroller. 

The  Allay  Mailer  fhall  keep  a  Book  of  all 
Bullion  brought  into  the  Mint,  whereby  the 
Quantity  and  Finencfs  may  appear,  with  the 
Report  of  the  Allay  of  every  feveral  Pot, 
commonly  called  the  Pot- J (fay,  which  fhall 
be  made  of  fome  Ingot  of  the  faid  Bullion, 
to  be  taken  by  the  Warden,  Comptroller, 
and  A  flay  Mailer,  or  any  two  of  them,  after 
the  Pot  is  call  out. 

P  3  It 


If  any^  happen  to  bring  into  the  Mint 
Gn]d  or  Silver  nigh  to  the  Standard  aforefaid, 
the  Mailer  ill al  1  receive  it  for  the  Value  ac¬ 
cordingly,  {o  as  the  Charges  to  make  it  a- 

gi  ccaoie  to  the  Standards  a  lo  re  laid,  be  born 
by  his  Majefty. 

The  Mailer  impowered  to  put  foch  privy 
^'cU  k,  on  the  Edges  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coin, 

from  Time  to  Time,  as  he  fhall  think  conve¬ 
nient. 


The  Warden  and  Comptroller  or  their  De¬ 
puties,  are  to  overice  and  iiirvey  the  A  flaying, 
Melting,  Sizing  and  making  of  the  Gold  and 
Silver  Monies,  and  to  fee  the  Ballances  and 
Weights  always  amended  and  put  to  Point. 

The  Surveyor  of  the  Meltings  fhall  keep  a 
Book,  containing  the  Weight  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  as  fhall  be  molten,  with  the  Allay  put 
into  the  fame. 

When  the  Monies  be  coined  and  compleat, 
the  Warden,  Maher,  and  Comptroller,  fhall 
put  them  into  a  Cheit  or  Room,  locked  with 
three  Keys,  one  of  which  is  to  be  kept  by 
each  of  them,  until  Proof  and  Tryal  be  had 
of  the  faid  Money,  and  Payment  be  made  to 
the  Bringers  in  of  the  Bullion. 

The  Proof  to  be  made  before  Deliverance, 
by  the  A  flay  Mailer,  in  Prefence  of  the  War¬ 
den,  Mailer,  and  Comptroller.  And  being 
made,  a  Portion  of  the  faid  Monies,  fhall  be 
taken  and  put  into  a  Box  by  the  Warden  or 
his  Deputy,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Comp- 
t  r  o  1 !  e  r  a  1 1  d  M  a  ft  e  r,  o r  t  h  ei  r  D  e pu  t  i  cs .  W  h  ere- 
the  A  flay  fhall  be  made,  before  his  Majefty, 
or  iuch  of  his  Council  as  fhall  beappointedby 

him 
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him  at  JVeflminfter  or  clfe where,  as  lie  or  his 

Council  ihall  think  fit,  viz. 

For  every  Journey  Weight  of  Gold,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  iy  l.nvt.  two  Pieces,  whercot  rhe  one 
to  be  for  the  Pix,  and  the  other  for  the  Afiay. 

Out  of  every  Journey  ot  Silver  Monies, 
containing  60  Li.ivt.  two  Pieces  at  lea.lt,  the 
one  Moiety  thereot  to  be  given  ior  the  Pix, 

and  the  other  for  the  YlJJay. 

They  ihall  be  fealed  with  the  Seals  ot  tne 
Warden,  Matter,  and  Comptroller,  and  the 
Box  ihall  be  Unit  with  three  Keys,  which 
ihall  by  them  be  kept.  And  the  Pix  fhallie- 
main  in  a  Cheit  or  Room,  as  aroictaid,  to  be 
opened  on  reafonable  Warning,  when  liisMa* 
jelly  or  his  Council  ihall  appoint.  And  Allays 
ihall  be  made  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Warden, 
Mailer,  and  Comptroller,  of  the  Fineneis  and 
Weight  ot  the  Gold  and  Silver,  in  the  Fox, 
by  Fire,  Water,  Touch  or  Weight,  or  by 
all,  that  if  they  be  found  good,  the  Maud* 
be  quit  againit  his  Majeity  and  all  his  1  eopL 
to  that  Day,  and  the  Matter  then,  to  have 
Letters  Patent,  for  his  Acquittance,  jwjthout 
Fee,  and  this  Indenture  to  be,  a  lufficicnt 
Warrant  for  putting  the  great  Seal  thereto. 

If  the  Money  ihall  not,  on  the  Afiay,  be 
of  the  full  Standard,  yet  within  the  Reme¬ 
dies  aforefaid,  the  Lack  thereof  thall  be  en¬ 
tered  on  Record,  by  the  Warden  and  Comp¬ 
troller,  or  whom  t Ley  {hall  appoint,  and  a 
true  Account  thereof  {hall  be  made  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  fame  be  fully  anfwered  to  his 
JVIaiefty,  without  any  Profit  to  grow  to  any 

other  Perfon  for  the  fame. 

P  4  Saving, 
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Saving  that  in  Cafe  by  the  faid  Affiay,  it 
flaall  be  found,  that  the  lame  Monies  do^af 
at  any  Time  tte  faid  Standards,  fo  as  to  b<* 
better  bu  t  y  et  with  in  the  Remedies  *  then  fo 

Place1  t??he  M  f  Record»  and  hold 

fhall  have,  ^vhen  any  Lack  ft  all  be  found  by 
the  faid  Allay,  under  the  Standard.  ^ 

.j  any  penult  be  found  in  the  faid  Monies 
w.thout  the  faid  Remedies,  the  Mafter  ftall 

WiH  l  in£  aUd  Ranf°m  t0  his  Majefty  at  his 

3'^e,  aidcn»  Mafter,  and  Comptroller, 
may  take  up  as  orten  as  they  will  as  many 
Gi avers,  to  grave  irons,  at  his  Majefty’s 
1  ucej  and  as  many  Smiths,  Workmen  and  La¬ 
bourers,  and  Neceflaries  for  making  tbe  faid 
Irons  and  Monies,  and  doing  all  Bufinefs  in 
the  Mint,  as  they  ftall  think  fit;  and  pumft  or 
remove  them  as  they  ftall  think  fit,  on  due  Gc- 

cajion,  and  all  his  Majefty’s  Officers  are  to  be 
aiding  to  them  therein. 

The  Mafter  is  bound  to  receive  all  Gold  and 

Silver  brought  to  the  Tower,  after  the  very 
V  alue  as  it  ftall  appear  by  the  A  flay  to  be  bet¬ 
ter  or  worfe  than  the  Standard. 

And  in  Cafe  of  Difpute  of  the  true  Value 
between  the  Mafter  and  Merchant,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  A  flay  Mafter,  in  the  Prefence  of  the 
.Warden,  Mafter,  and  Comptroller,  ftall  try 
the  lame:  And  the  Mafter  ftall  receive  the  fame 

a  u  a^charSea’»  in  manner  as  it  belongeth! 
All  Officers  of  the  Mint  and  their  Ser¬ 
vants,  and  all  Perfons  bringing  Gold  or  Silver 

to 
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to  the  Toweiy  fhall  have  free  Ingrefs  and 
Egrels  at  all  Times,  without  any  Arreft,  for 
Debt  or  other  Matter,  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Tower,  and  without  any  Fee. 

The  Warden,  Mailer,  and  Comptroller, 
are  bound  to  give  their  Attendance  at  the 
Mint,  every  Wednesday ,  and  fueh  other  Days 
as  they  fhall  appoint,  for  Receipt  of  Bullion 
and  Delivery  of  coined  Monies. 

The  Mafter  is  to  pay  f  z  /.  per  annum  towards 
the  Charges  of  the  Diet  of  104/.  heretofore 
allowed  to  the  Officers  of  the  Mint,  and  his 
Majefty  is  to  pay  and  allow  the  other  fzl.  to 
be  paid  by  the  Warden. 

The  Warden  to  account  yearly  before  the 
Auditor  of  the  Mint,  and  to  be  allowed  on 
the  fame,  all  Payments,  and  Receipts,  vouch¬ 
ed  by  the  Mafter,  Comptroller,  and  Affay- 
Mafter,  or  any  two  of  them,  whereof  the  Ma¬ 
fter  to  be  one.  And,  on  dating  and  anfwer- 
ing  his  faid  Account,  the  Warden  to  have 
Letters  Patent  of  Acquittance,  under  the 
great  Seal,  without  Fee  therefore. 

Confirmation  to  all  Officers  of  the  Mint, 
of  all  Houles  and  Grounds,  within  the  Mint, 
exempt  from  any  Claim  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Tower. 

All  Charters  and  Franchifes  alfo  confirmed 
to  them. 

The  Moncyers,  Workmen,  and  all  other 
Minifters  of  the  Mint,  to  be  ready  to  do  their 
Work  at  the  Warning  of  the  Warden,  Ma¬ 
fter,  and  Comptroller,  on  Pain  of  Lofs  of  Fran- 
chife,  and  Impdfonment. 
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The  Gold  and  Silver  by  the  Mailer  delivered} 
to  the  Money ers  to  be  coined,  fhall  be  in  clean 
1  lares  and  delivered  by  Weight,  .And  the 
Mom  yers  to  re-deliver  the  tame  when  coined, 
in  cleai  i  ieccs  proportionately  by  the  fame 
Weight.  And  it  any  I  hing  lack  oL  the  fame 
Weight,  they  are  to  content  the  faid  Mailer 
for  the  lame,  at  every  Deliverance  at  the  Ba¬ 
lance  j  and  the  Matter  then  is  to  pay  them  their 
Wages. 

And  to  perform  his  Covenants  to  the  King 
and  his  People,  the  Matter  has  taken  his  Oath 
m  Chancery,  and  given  Sureties  in  the  Exche¬ 
quer  in  1000 1. 

T  he  Matter  covenants,  from  TimetoTime, 
to  bring  into  the  Mint  convenient  and  fuffi- 
cient  Supplies  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  make 
full  Payments  and  Deliverance  of  all  Manner 
of  Monies,  with  all  convenient  fpeed.  And 
to  bear  all  manner  of  Watte  about  coining, 
according  to  the  Allowances  before  Ipecified. 

7  ^]e  Warden  is  to  pay  the  Officers  of  the 
Mint  their  Wages  appointed. 

The  Matter  is  bound  to  bring  all  the  Gold 
and  Silver,  that  he  fhall  receive  by  Colour 
ot  his  Office,  into  the  Mint,  to  be  made  into 
Monies  without  Sale,  Aliening,  or  putting  it 
to  any  other  Ufe. 

Excepting  all  fuch  Healing  Pieces,  Seals,  and 
Medals,  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  fhall  be  made 
for  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  or  by  his  Majefty’s 
Command. 

The  Warden,  when  he  {hall  think  fit,  is 
to  make  two  Piles  of  Englijh  Weights,  that 
may  be  done,  with  the  molt  Exadmefs,  to  be 

equal 
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equal  to  thole  lawfully  utcd  in  the  Mint. 
Which,  when  made,  fhall  be  brought  to  the 
Tower,  and  there  examined,  and  printed,  with 
a  Rofe  crowned,  and  Thittle  crowned,  in  Pi  e- 
fence  of  the  Officers  of  the  Mint.  And  then 
the  Warden  fhall  deliver  one  of  them,  to  the 
General  of  the  Mint  in  Scotland,  to  be  tal¬ 
lied  thither  and  remain  there,  and  the  other 
to  remain  in  the  1  ower  with  the  laid  War¬ 
den. 

The  Mafter  to  account  yearly  before  the 
Auditor  of  the  Mint,  and  his  Account  being 
dated  and  fully  anfwered,  he  fhall  have  Let¬ 
ters  Patent  for  his  Acquittance  without  Fee, 
and  this  Indenture  to  be  a  {'efficient  Watrant 
to  put  the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

The  Mafter  is  to  pay,  from  Time  to  Time, 
to  the  Warden,  inch  Sums  as  fhall  be  requi- 
fite,  to  be  paid  to  Officers,  for  their  Fees 
and  for  Repairs,  and  fuch  other  Expences  of 
the  Mint. 

The  Mafter  is  to  retain  in  his  Hands,  out  of 
the  Monies  to  be  received  on  the  A£t fur  encou¬ 
raging  the  Coinage,  i  zy  f  l.  per  annum,  for  Fees  and 
Salaries,  due  to  himlelf  and  to  other  Officers. 

The  Warden,  Mafter,  and  Comptroller, 
and  their  Deputies,  fhall,  before  their  being 
admitted  into  the  Knowledge,  of  the  Inven¬ 
tion  of  Rounding  of  his  Majefty’s  Monies, 
and  marking  the  Edges  of  them  with  Letters 
or  Grainings,  take  an  Oath  before  the  1  lea- 
fury,  not  to  reveal  the  fame  to  any  Perfon 
whatfoever,  dire&ly  or  indirectly,  without 
Command  of  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs,  or  Suc- 

ccflors.  And  the  Workmen  employed  in 

making 


2 3^  -d  Political  Ejfo/y 

making  the  faid  Inftruments,  fhall  take  the 
like  Oath,  before  the  Warden  of  the  Mint 

.  The  Pr™°fl  a,1-d  Money  ers,  their  Appren¬ 
tices,  and  Servants,  are  llridtly  charged  not 
to  vend,  pay,  or  diilribute,  any  Piece  ofcoin- 
ed  Money,  until  the  fame  be  delivered  ac¬ 
cord, ng  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Mint,  on’ pain 
nS  their  Franchife,  and  Imprifonment. 

1  hat  no  Perfon  inhabit  within  the  Mint 
without  the  Approbation  of  the  Warden,  Ma¬ 
iler,  and  Comptroller. 

I  he  Comptroller  is  to  deliver  on  Oath, 
before  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  a 
Roll,  Called  the  Comptrollers  Roll ,  containing 
an  Account  of  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  Bullion 
and  Allay  molten,  and  all  Gold  and  Silver 
Monies  coined  Monthly,  in  the  Mint. 

And  the  Mailer,  or  his  Deputy,  fhall  pay 
to  .uch  Workmen  as  fhall  be  employed  in 
making  of  feveral  Gold  and  Silver  'Pieces 
jound,  before  they  arc  fized,  and  marking  the 
Edges  with  Fetters  or  Grainings,  and  for 
keeeping  in  Repair  all  the  Rollers,  and  Inftru- 
ments  to  cut,  flatten,  make  round,  and  lize 
the  1  leces,  and  to  mark  the  Edges  oi  the 
Monies,  with  Letters  or  Grainings,  and  all 
othci  1  ools,  Engines  and  Inftruments,  fuch 
Allowances  as  fhall  be  directed  by  the  Treafu- 
ry,  not  exceeding  6  Pence  for  every  Pound 
Weight  Troy,  of  Gold  Monies,  and  i' d.  Half¬ 
penny for  every  Pound  Weight  Troy,  of  Silver 
Monies. 

i  he  M after  is  to  pay  to  the  Provoft  and 
Company  of  Money  ev  s  i  d.  by  Tale,  of  every 
Pound  Weight,  of  all  Silver  Monies  to  be 

coined, 
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coined,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  Price  of 
8  d.  allowed  them. 

Provided  that  the  Moneyers ,  having  the 
Gold  and  Silver  delivered  to  them  in  clean 
Ingots,  fit  to  be  wrought,  fhall  deliver  fe- 
ven  Twelfths  of  the  fame  in  Money,  fo  that 
there  be  but  y  Parts  in  iz  Seidel. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Irons,  is  to  keep  a  true 
Account,  of  all  the  Blank  Dyes  for  coining 
the  Gold  and  Silver  Monies,  which  fhall  be 
delivered  to  the  chief  Engraver  or  Engra¬ 
vers  of  the  Mint.  And  alfo,  of  all  the  blank 
Dyes ,  which  fhall  be  funk  or  damped  by  the 
laid  Graver  or  Gravers.  And  of  all  Dyes 
which,  after  finking,  fhall  be  made  fit  for 
Ul'eand  hardned. 

And  the  Graver  or  Gravers,  are  ftri&ly  en- 
joyned,  to  return  monthly  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Irons,  all  Dyes  that  fhall  from  Time  to 
Time  be  faulty  and  worn,  to  be  defaced  in 
Prelence  of  the  Warden,  Mailer,  and  Comp¬ 
troller. 

And  the  Clerk  of  the  Irons,  is  enjoyned  to 
give  an  Account,  to  the  Warden,  Matter, 
and  Comptroller,  of  what  Blank  Dyes  have 
been  delivered  to  the  Gravers,  or  funk  by 
them,  or  hardned  by  the  Smith,  and  what 
faulty  ones,  have  been  returned  by  them  to 
be  defaced,  and  what  are  remaining  in  their 
Hands. 

The  Gravers  fhall  not  make  any  Pmchcors , 
Matrices ,  Dyes ,  or  Stamps ,  but  in  fuch  Places 
of  the  Mint  as  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  Ma¬ 
tter,  Warden,  and  Comptroller. 


For 
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For  the  more  exad  fizing  of  Gold  and  Sil* 
ver  Coins,  to  be  made  by  the  Mill  and  Prefs., 
it  is  commanded,  that  the  Counterpoife  of 
the  reipe£Hve  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  be  made 
lighter  than  their  juft  Weight,  according  to 
the  Proportions  following,  viz. 

That  2  Grains,  be  taken  from  the  Coun¬ 
terpoife  of  the  Crown. 

One  Grain,  from  the  Half  Crown. 

Half  a  Grain,  from  the  Shilling. 

One  fourth  of  k  Grain,  from  the  Six  Pencej 

Two  Grains,  from  the  Five  Guinea  Piece. 

One  Grain,  from  the42Shih  Piece. 

Half  a  Grain,  from  the  Guinea. 

One  Fourth  of  a  Grain,  from  the  Half 
Guinea. 

One  Eighth  of  a  Grain,  from  the  Quarter 
Guinea. 

The  Provofi  and  Moneyers ,  and  their  Ap¬ 
prentices,  are  to  attend  Morning  and  Eve¬ 
ning,  in  inch  Manner  as  the  Mailer  fhall  ap¬ 
point,  on  pain  of  being  removed  or  other- 
wile  punifhed,  as  the  Matter,  Warden,  and 
Comptroller,  fhall  think  proper. 

Thefe  Agreements  to  be  in  Force,  only  du¬ 
ring  his  Mujefty  s  Pleafure. 


Fees 
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Fees  and  Salaries  payable  by  the 

Warden . 


To  the  Warden  for  himfelf  - 

/. 

400 

5. 

O 

d . 

0 

More  for  a  Clerk  -  -  - 

r° 

O 

0 

To  the  Comptroller  -  - 

300 

O 

0 

More  for  a  Clerk  - 

r° 

O 

0 

To  his  Majefty’s  A  flay  Mailer 

ZOO 

O 

0 

More  for  a  Clerk  -  - 

O 

0 

Weigher  and  Teller  -  - 

130 

O 

0 

More  for  a  Clerk  -  -  - 

IZ 

10 

0 

Surveyor  of  the  Meltings 

80 

O 

0 

More  for  a  Clerk  -  -  - 

IZ 

10 

0 

Clerk  of  the  Irons  -  -  - 

40 

0 

0 

Auditor  of  the  Mint  - 

40 

0 

a 

HisMajefty^s  chief  Clerk  - 

60 

0 

0 

Porter ofthe  Mint  - 

zr 

0 

0 

Clerk  of  the  Papers  -  -  - 

40 

0 

0 

Mini  Her  - 

4 

0 

0 

Sexton  -  -  ■ 

I 

0 

0 

1470 

0 

0 

4 
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Fe e s  and  Salaries  payable  ly  the 

M after . 


Matter  and  Worker,  for  ' 

i, 

i 

s. 

d  • 

himfelf  -  -  -  „ 

( r°° 

0 

0 

For  three  Clerks  - 

) 

ICO 

0 

0 

For  one  Aflayer 

/ 

60 

0 

0 

For  a  Purveyor 

Zf 

0 

0 

Provoft  of  the  Moriyers 

IOO 

0 

0 

Chief  Engraver 

zoo 

0 

0 

Second  Engraver 

So 

0 

0 

omith  Affiftant  to  the  7 

Engravers  -  -  -  j 

*  40 

0 

0 

To  another  Clerk  to  the  1 

» 

Warden  -  -  -  -  j 

►  IOO 

0 

0 

w  r 

0 

0 

Is47° 

0 

0 

Zrfif  o  o 


1  hefe  are  the  conftant  Fees  and  Salaries 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Mint,  and  the  Reader 
may  obferve  from  the  foregoing  Abftraft  of 
the  Indenture,  that  all  the  other  Expences  of 
the  Coinage  (except  the  Charge  of  provid¬ 
ing  and  maintaining,  Hotifes,  Offices,  and 
Uteniils)  depend  upon  the  Quantities  of  Gold 
and  Silver  Monies  coined.  Whatever  thefe 
Expences  are,  they  are  greatly  compensated, 
by  the  Conveniency  and  Advantage  that  Trade 
receiveth,  from  having  a  Coin,  which  is  eafy 
to  be  underftood  by  all  Degrees  of  People, 
and  is  adjuited  to  the  Monies  of  Account. 

§  Ireland 
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Ireland  is,  perhaps,  the  only  trading  Coun¬ 
try  in  Europe ,  that  hath  not  the  Benefit  of  a 
Mint.  The  Silver  and  Gold  Monies  current 
in  this  Kingdom,  are  Coins  of  different  Na¬ 
tions,  and  the  nominal  Values  of  mod  of 
them,  muff  be  found  out  by  the  Scale.  This 
introduceth  fdch  Perplexities,  as  raife  the  Bu- 
linefs  of  Exchangers  and  Traffickers  in  Mo¬ 
ney,  who  only  underftand,  and  make  an  Ad- 
vantage  ofthefe  Intricacies:  At  the  fame  Time, 
all  the  reft  of  the  Nation  fuffer,  for  want  of 
that  free  Circulation  of  Money,  which  is  fo 
very  neceffary  in  a  trading  Country. 

It  is  not  poflible  to  raife  an  Objection 
againft  having  a  Mint  in  Ireland ,  but  upon  a 
Suppofition,  that  it  would  interfere  with  the 
Jntereft  of  England ,  or  that  the  Expence  of  a 
Mint  would  be  too  great,  for  Ireland  to  bear. 

If  any  Objection  fhould  be  raifed,  upon  the 
iirft  Suppofition,  it  will,  upon  very  little  Re¬ 
flexion,  appear  to  be  without  Foundation. 

That  there  was  formerly  a  Mint  in  Ireland \ 
appeareth  from  many  authentick  Evidences* 
which  it  is  needlefs  to  mention  here.  It  may 
befufficient  to  obferve,  that  this  is  proved  by 
Englifh  A£ts  of  Parliament,  whereby  the  Im¬ 
portation  of  Irifl)  Coin ,  was  at  one  Time  per¬ 
mitted,  and  at  another  Time  prohibited. 
Since,  therefore,  it  was  not  deemed  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  Intereff  of  England,  to  allow  the 
People  of  Ireland  the  Benefit  of  a  Mint, 
when  the  Kings  of  England  made  a  Profit  by 
their  Duty  of  Seigniorage ,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  Mint  in  Ireland  will,  at  this 
.Time,  interfere  with  the  Intereft  of  England , 

Q*  when 
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when  rhe  Expence  of  Coinage  is  defrayed  by 
the  Publick,  and  no  Profit  arifeth  from  it  to 
the  King’s  Treafury.  On  the  other  Hand, 
it  evidently  appeareth,  to  be  the  Intereft  of 
England ,  that  there  fhould  be  a  Mint  in  Ire¬ 
land.  For  then,  the  People  of  Ireland ,  would 
be  under  no  Neccffity  to  bring  over  Englljh 
Coin,  which  they  are  now  forced  to  do,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  Severe  Laws  made  in  England 
to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  it. 

Some  private  Intereft  may,  indeed,  be  affe£c- 
ed  by  Setting  up  a  Mint  in  Ireland.  For  In- 
ftance.  The  Officers  and  Moneyers  of  the  Mint 
in  England ,  may  have  greater  Benefit,  by 
coining  Money  for  the  Ufe  of  Ireland ,  though 
at  the  Ex  pence  ot  England ,  than  by  letting 
Ireland  do  lo,  at  its  own  Expence.  The  more 
Monies  they  coin,  the  greater  is  their  Gain, 
and,  if  they  once  come  to  tafte  the  Benefits  of 
coining  Monies  for  Ireland ,  it  is  natural  to 
believe  they  will  claim  a  Right  to  it. 

We  are  frequently  fwayed  in  our  Opinions, 
by  private  Intereft.  It  is  faid,  that  a  chief 
Officer  of  the  Mint  of  England ,  not  long  ago 
propofed,  as  a  Benefit  to  the  whole  King¬ 
dom,  that  the  Exportation  of  Bullion  Ihould 
be  prohibited,  and  that  the  Exportation  of 
the  Coin  fhould  be  permitted.  A  Liberty 
of  exporting  both  the  one  and  the  other, 
might,  indeed,  be  agreeable  to  Reafon,  and 
the  general  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom.  Bur, 
to  grant  this  Favour  to  the  Coin  only,  tend- 
cth  rather  to  promote  a  private  Intereft,  than 
the  1  ublick  Good. 


Alt 
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All  other  Oppofitions  to  a  Mint  in  Ireland , 
on  Pretence  of  interfering  with  England ,  will, 
in  like  manner  be  found,  to  proceed  from 
private  Conliderations,  which  ought  always  to 
give  way  to  the  general  Benefit  that  England 
obtaineth,  by  the  Profperity  of  Ireland ,  and 
its  Improvement  in  every  Branch  of  Trade 
that  doth  not  interfere  with  her  own  imme¬ 
diate  Intereft. 

As  to  any  Obe&ion,  arifing  from  the  Suppo- 
fition,  that  the  Expence  of  a  Mint,  is  too 
great  for  Ireland  to  bear ;  it  appeareth  by  the 
foregoing  Abftrad,  that  the  Salaries  of  the 
Officers  in  the  Mint  of  England ,  do  not  ex¬ 
ceed  vjtfl.  a  Year.  If  therefore,  it  be  con* 
fidered,  that  the  Officers,  which  would  be 
neceflary  in  a  Mint  in  Ireland ,  would  be  fewer, 
and  that  their  Salaries  might  be  lefs  than  in 
England  •,  and  that  the  other  Expences  would 
be  much  lefs  than  are  neceflary  in  England  then 
the  Expences  of  a  Mint,  will  not  be  found  too 
great,  when  compared  with  the  Benefits, 
which  mull  naturally  proceed  from  having  a 
Coin,  regularly  adjufted,  and  entirely  difen- 
gaged  from  the  Intricacies  which  perplex  all 
Degrees  of  People,  who  are  concerned  in  any 
of  the  beneficial  Trades  of  Ireland. 

It  may  be  further  added,  that  the  Salaries 
and  Expences,  be  they  what  they  may,  are  not 
to  be  looked  upon,  as  fo  much  Money  loll  to 
Ireland ,  when  they  are  paid  to  Perfons  who 
live  in  the  Kingdom,  as  all  the  neceflary 
Officers  of  a  Mint  mull  be  obliged  to  do. 
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It  would  take  up  too  much  Room  in  this 
Place,  and  perhaps  it  is  impoffible,  to  point  out 
the  feveral  Inconveniences  Ireland  laboureth 
under,  by  Means  of  the  perplexed  State  of 
the  Coin  current  in  it.  Many  of  thofe  Incon¬ 
veniences  have  been  of  a  long  Continuance, 
and  new  ones  arife  every  Day.  The  only  Re¬ 
medy  that  can  effedtually  cure  the  Evil,  is  a 
Mint.  Publick  Benefits,  are  never  to  be  ne- 
glefted,  on  Account  of  the  Expence  a  Na¬ 
tion  may  be  at  in  obtaining  them.  There  is 
Room  enough  for  good  OEconomy  to  exer- 
cife  it  felf,  in  regulating  thofe  Expences,  and 
this  is  all  that  can  be  delired. 


w, 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Of  the  Sedition  againjl  Philip  the 

Fair . 


LTCV  RG'V  S,  in  order  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  drive  Riches  and  Luxury 
out  of  his  Country,  contrived  Means  to 
banifli  Gold  and  Silver,  and  to  fubftitute 
in  their  Room,  a  fort  of  Money  made 
of  Iron,  which  was  of  fo  little  Value, 
that  no  Perlbn  could  keep  in  his  Houfe, 
wherewithal  to  anfwer  his  Neccffmes  for 
one  Month.  He  little  thought,  that  there 
might  be  other  Pledges  of  Permutation, 
or  Reprefentations  of-  Money :  And  he 
found  out  the  Way  of  impoverilhing  his 
Country,  and  making  the  People  live  like 
fo  many  auftere  Dervifes,  whom  the  La¬ 
cedemonians  would  have  well  enough  rc- 

Q_  3  (enabled. 
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fembled,if  they  had  not  been  alfo  inured 
to  the  Fatigues  of  War. 

Mod  ern  Legiflatures  have,  upon  bet¬ 
ter  Principles,  encreafed  Gold  and  Silver, 
by  Reprelentations  :  Becaufe  they  found 
that  thefe  Metals,  fell  Ihort  of  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Pledges  neceflaryfor  theBufinefs, 
and  quick  Circulation  of  Commerce.  And 
this  vvifer  Polity  hath,  for  many  Ages, 
lupported  the  Liberty  of  thofe  States 
which  have  made  Ufe  thereof.  And  ftill 
maintaineth  Strength  and  Plenty  amongft 
them. 

If  'Philip  the  Fair,  had  been  acquain¬ 
ted  with  thole  lort  of  Reprelentations, 
it  is  probable  he  would  have  employed 
and  even  have  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  them. 
He  would  have  alfo  employed  Money 
made  of  Iron,  but  for  a  more  realonable 
Purpole  than  Lycuvgus,  Philip  had  no 
other  Means  to  lupport  continual  Wars, 
but  by  having  Recourfe  to  the  'Duty 
of  Seigniorage  on  the  Coin.  He  took 
it  in  an  exorbitant  Manner,  the  Proporti¬ 
on  in  the  Coin  was  ill  obferved,  and  the 
Standard  not  well  fecured,  for  he  farmed 
his  Duties  to  Perlons,  who  committed 
great  Abufcs  therein.  This  occafioned 
continual  piforders  in  Commerce  and 
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the  State ;  facilitated,  and  made  Way, 
for  Coiners  of  falfe  Money,  againft  whom 
the  King  obtained  a  Bull  of  Excommuni¬ 
cation,  which  they  little  rcgaidcd. 

The  Complaints,  or  rather  the  Cries 
of  the  People,  engaged  the  King  in  are- 
coinage  in  Strong  Money ,  {a)  as  it  was 
in  the  Days  of  Saint  Lewis  ;  that  is  ro 
fay,  the  nominal  Value  of  the  new  Mo¬ 
ney  was  by  two  Thirds  lower-  The  two¬ 
fold  Imprudence  o  f  t  h  1  s  ^ 

mu  ft  caule,  and  did  produce,  more  Con- 
fufion,  than  all  that  was  done  before. 
Firfl,  Becaufe  this  excedive  Dimunition, 
ruined  the  Debtors,  and  made  them  for 
ever  unable  to  pay  their  Debts.  In  the 
next  Place,  becaufe  the  King  did  notlup- 
prefs  the  old  Coin,  which  wTas  feeble 

and  in  a  Difproportion  of  two  1  hirds, 

O  ±  with 


(a)  Monnoyes  fortes ,  and  Monnoyet  foible j, 
flrong,  and  feeble  Coin  or  Monies. 

Thishappeneth,  as  appeareth  in  the  forego¬ 
ing  Ab  draft  of  the  Indenture,  by  too  much,  or 
too  little,  in  Weight,  or  in  Finenefs,  or  in  both. 

Coin  is  alfo  faid  to  be  enfeebled ,  when  the 
nominal  Value  of  the  fame  Quantity  of  Gold  or 
Silver  is  raifed  j  and  on  the  other  Hand,  it  is 
faid  to  be  made  flrong^  when  the  nominal  Va¬ 
lue  is  lowered. 
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\vith  the  New.  We  fhall  find  Proofs  of 
this,  m  what  Hiftorians  relate,  of  this 
Tranfacfion.  We  flaall  alfo  find  that 
the  Hifionans  have  very  badly  unravelled 
this  Affair.  Here  follow  the  PafTages,  li¬ 
terally  tranfiated  from  Sponde  and  Du 
Moulin.  '  '  - 

‘‘Upon  the  Kings  changing  the  fee - 
ble  Monies }  which  were  current  for  ele¬ 
ven  Years,  into  ftrong  Monies ,  as  in 
*^e  Time  of  Saint  Lewis  ;  there  a- 
role  a  great  Sedition  among  the  Peo¬ 
ple.  Becaufe,  that  from  thenceforth,1 
the  Payments  for  all  Things  were  to 
be,  at  the  Rate  of  this  flrong  Money ; 
to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  People. 

•  “  The  Citizens  of  ‘Pans  rofe  up  a^ainfl 

“  the  King,  &c.”  &u  Moulin  addeth, 
and  again  ft  Stephen  Barbette ,  whofe 
“  Houfes  and  fine  Gardens,  the' People 
deftroved  in  their  Fury  ;  Becaufe  the 
"  Mifcreanr,  being  richer  than  others, 
gave  this  Advice,  in  order  to  oblige 
“  the  Poor,  who  were  indebted  for 
Rents,  and  fuch  like  Demands,  to  pay 
“  in  Money,  which  was  Strong  and  of 
“  intrinfick  Value. 

It  is  very  neceflary  to  retain  thefc 
two  Pail  ages  in  oty:  Minds,  for  they  an- 

liver, 

a  ' 
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fwer,  almoft  all  the  Complaints  made  up¬ 
on  railing  the  Coin  ;  and  it  appears,  that 
in  thofe  Days,  there  got  into  the  Heads 
of  People,  a  pretended  intrinfick  Value 
of  the  Mark  of  Silver  at  about  fifty  Sols, 
as  in  the  Days  of  Saint  Lewis. 

Le  Blanc ,  in  relating  thefe  Paffages, 
introduceth  them,  wirh  a  Preamble,  which 
is,  as  obfcure  as  it  is  equivocal.  It  is  as 
follovveth. 

“  These  Enfeeblings  of  the  Coin, 
“  had  continued  near  fixteen  Years  : 
“  The  Coinage  of  the  new  Monies, 
“  which  were  flrong,  and  had  continued 
“  but  athort  Time :  The  Enfeebling,  in 
“  which  they  were  engaged,  occasioned 
“  a  horrible  Sedition  at  Paris.  The 
“  People  would  pay  in  the  feeble  Coin, 
“  not  being  able  to  get  the  Strong  with- 
“  out  a  confiderable  Lofs.  As  for  the 
“  Rich,  they  exacted  their  Payments  in 
“  ftrong  Money,  becaufe  they  would 
“  Suffer  a  Lofs  by  receiving  the  feeble 
“  Coin.  The  Poor  and  the  common 
“  People,  being  made  deSperate,  and  ha- 
“  ving  nothing  more  to  lofe ;  threw  off 
“  all  Refpedtfor  Royal  Majefty.  They 
ll  pillaged  the  Houle  of  Barbette ,  who 

“  was 

' * 
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“  was  looked  upon  as  the  Author  of  this 
“  ExaCtion. 

The  ExaCtion  then,  was,  according 
to  this  Author,  the  obliging  Payments  to 
be  made  in  Jlnong  Money ,  for  Debts 
which  were  contracted  in  feeble  Money  ; 
or,  tolpeak  the  Language  now  commonly 
uled,  the  making  People  pay  thefameNum- 
ber  oiL/ivres ,  after  the  Coin  was  lowered, 
as  they  contracted  to  pay,  before  it  was 
lowered.  If  Thilip  had  left  the  Coin 
in  the  enfeebled  State  it  was,  and  that 
the  Proportion  and  Degree  of  Finenels 
had  been  allured,  every  Thing  would 
foon  have  been  let  in  that  Order,  which 
was  difturbed  by  palling  from  the  railing 
to  the  lowering  of  the  Coin :  For,  the 
Debtors  would  have  ealily  difcharged 
their  Debts,  with  the  lame  Coin  in 
which  they  contracted.  The  great  Men 
complained  of  the  Coin  being  raifed, 
and  the  common  People  of  the  Reduc¬ 
tion. 

Mezerai  faith ,  in  exprefs  T erms  , 
*'  that  the  lowering  of  the  Coin,  was 
“  the  Caufe  of  the  Sedition;’’  And  it 
is  apparent  he  laith  fo,  without  exa¬ 
mining  into  the  Matter  ;  but  barely 


as  a 
are. 
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Compiler  of  Fads.  His  words 


“One  of  the  greateft  Grievances, 

“  was  the  lowering  of  the  Coin.  It 
“  was  made  feeble ,  of  too  great  Allay, 

“  and  of  too  high  Value”  (thefe  three 
Qualifications  imply  the  fame  Thing.) 
“  They  would  fain  lower  it  again.  The 
“  Lofs  thereon  was  great  ”  ( it  is  not 
known  to  whom)  “  The  People  of  Tarts 
“  thereupon  mutinied,  they  pillaged, 
“  and  deftroyedthe  Houfe  of  Barbette , 

Father.  'Daniel,  with  a  little  more 
Perlpicuity,  faith  the  lame  Things  as  Le 
Blanc ,  and  hath  exhaufted  all  that  rela- 
teth  to  the  Bufinel's  of  the  Coin. 

Let  us  by  the  Way  obferve,  that  it 
is  very  difficult  to  reconcile  the  Judg¬ 
ment  Father  'Daniel  pafleth  upon  the 
Conduct  of  Thilip  about  the  Coin,  with 
what  he  faith  of  Enguerrandde  Nlerignt, 
his  chief  Minifter,  and  Superintendantof 
his  Finances. 

“  The  Alterations  in  the  Coin,”  faith 
Le,  “  caufed  great  Murmurings  among 
his  Subje&s,  and  great  Dilorders  in 

“  Trade 
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Trade.”  And  in  fpeaking  of  the  Death 
of  Enguerrand.  “  This  was  the  deplora- 
ble  End,  of  a  Minifter  of  the  greateft 
“  Merit  that  perhaps  France  ever  had 
‘‘  before  his  Time. 

Mezcrai  fpeaketh  of  Enguerrand  de 
Merigni ,  only  as  of  a  Farmer  of  the 
Revenue,  and  a  Leader  of  Robbers, 
Whom  Lewis  Hut  in  caufed  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  for  an  Example  to  others.  The 
reading  of  mo  ft  Hiftorians  is,  without 
very  great  Attention,  lefs  apt  to  form 
the  Judgment,  than  to  burthen  the  Me¬ 
mory,  with  uncertain,  ilbdigefted,  and 
often  contradi&ory  Fadts.  Flow  can  one 
Judge  of  Enguerrand  upon  thefe  two 
.Teftimonies  ? 

Mezerai ,  always  rough  and  dry, 
difeovereth  in  his  whole  Work,  an  ill  in¬ 
formed  PrepofTefiion  againft  Financiers, 
and  the  Court  of  Rome. 

Father  'Daniel,  better  informed, 
though  more  feducing,  fome  times  erretfc 
through  contrary  PrepofTeffions. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  Monies  of  Saint  Lewis,  and 

King  Charles  III. 

TH  E  obftinate  Demand  the  People 
made,  to  have  Coin  of  the  fame 
Weight  and  Degree  of  Finenefs,  with  what 
was  current  in  the  Days  of  Saint  Lewis , 
was  an  EfFedtof  their  Veneration  for  this 
Holy  King.  Numbers  of  People  carried 
Pieces  of  his  Coin  about  their  Necks, 
with  a  religious  Belief,  that  they  cured 
fome  certain  Diftempers :  And  they,  whole 
Intereft  it  was  to  have  the  Coin  reduced, 
made  an  ill  Ufe  of  this  popular  Opinion : 
For,  according  to  their  Politicks,  there 
Was  no  greater  Reafon  to  demand  this 

Coin, 
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Coin,  than  that  of  Philip  I.  as.  at  this 
Day,  there  is  no  greater  Reafon,  to  require 
the  Redii&ion  of  the  Mark  of  Silver,  to 
twenty  feven  Livres  t  than  to  twenty,  or 
any  other  Rate. 

I  f  railing  the  Coin  were  prejudicial  to 
Trade,  or  made  Money  fcarce;  we  ought 
to  be,  at  this  Time,  without  Trade,  and 
without  Money,  becaufe  the  railing  is 
from  one  to  above  lixty  ;  lo  that  it  would 
now  require  fixty  Sols ,  to  pay  the  intrin- 
lick  Value  of  one  Sol ,  agreed  to  be  paid 
in  the  Reign  of  Charlemagne.  We  have 
already  oblerved,  that  the  railing  of  the 
Coin  was,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Philip  I. 
one  third,  and  in  the  Reign  of  Saint 
Lewis ,  three  fourths. 

C  HA  RLE  S  the  VII.  commonly 
called  Dauphin ,  to  fupport  the  War  a- 
gainft  the  Englijh,  who  were  then  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  almoll  all  the  Kingdom,  raifed 
the  Mark  of  Silver,  in  lels  than  four 
Years,  from  nine  Livres ,  to  three  hnn- 
dred  fixty  one  Livres  ten  Sols  }  which 
maketh  the  railing  of  the  Coin,  about 
feven  Times  greater  than  it  is  at  prefent. 
The  Duty  of  Seigniorage ,  was  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy  Livres  upon  every 
Mark ;  which  was  received  into  the  Mint 

for 
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for  ninety  Limes,  (a)  Obferve  what 
Father  Daniel,  and  the  Hiftorians  who 
have  treated  of  the  Mint,  lay  of  this 
Matter. 

“  The  Dauphin,  by  caufing  his  Mo- 
“  ney  to  be  made  worl'e  than  that  of 
“  the  King  his  Father,  got  almoft  all  of  it 
“  into  his  Hands.  This  occafioned  no 
‘ *  *  fmall  perplexity  to  the  Englijh  ;  to  fuch 
“  a  Degree  that  they  did  not  dare  to  ilTue 
“  any  of  theirs,  as  appeareth  by  this 
“  Letter  of  Charles  VI.’’  (*)  But  in  his 
Ordinance  (14x0)  he  iairh,  “  that  enfee- 
«*  blinz  of  the  Coin,  maketh  Foreigners 

‘  ‘  carry 


(a)  Since  the  Mark  of  Silver,  when  coined, 
pafled  for  361  Livres  10  Sols,  it  appears  that 
the  Coinage  Duty  or  Droit  de  Bra ff age,  was 
one  Livre  ro  Sols,  on  every  Mark. 

*  We  have  not  been  willing  that  any  IlTue 
fhould  be  yet  made  thereof,  by  Reafon  of 
the  great  Frauds  Mifchiefs  and  Deceits, 
which  he,  who  calleth  himfelf  Dauphin,  and 
thofe  ot  his  Party,  have  begun  to  make  there¬ 
in  }  who  have  caufed  to  be  ftampt  with  our 
Dye  and  Arms,  Pieces  called  Gros ,  of  little 
Value,  with  a  Defign  to  draw  and  attract  to 
them  the  good  Gros  we  had  made  to  enrich 
our  People,  if  ours  had  palled  on  the  fame 
Foot. 
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“  carry  it  away.”  f  Sometimes  the  en¬ 
feebling  of  the  Coin  maketh  it  quit  the 
Kingdom,  and  at  other  Times  it  attract- 
eth  Money  from  Foreigners. 

The  Minifters,  knew  as  little  of  the 
Matter  as  the  Hiflorians,  and  inftead  of 
fearching  into  Things  themfelves,  they 
liflened  to  Perfons,  who  were  Self-intere- 
fled,  and  flill  more  ignorant. 

The  Monies  of  Lorrain,  are  of  the 
fame  Degree  of  Fiuenefs  and  Denomina¬ 
tion  with  ours,  but  more  feeble  by  a 
fixth  part  of  the  Weight.  The  Que- 
ftion  is,  whether  our  Monies  attract 
theirs,  or  their  Monies  attrail  Ours  ? 
It  feemeth,  as  if  the  Hiflorians  had  a 
Notion  of  fympathetick  Attraction. 

The  Fails  here  cited  of  Augmentati¬ 
ons,  are  not  Examples  given  for  Imitati¬ 
on  ; 


+  It  being  come  to  our  Knowledge,  that 
lately,  by  Reafon  of  the  Wars  which  have 
been  in  our  Kingdom,  our  Monies  that  were 
current  therein,  have  been  fo  diminiihed  and 
enfeebled,  that  by  this  Means  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  which  did  abound  in  this  our  Kingdom, 
is  greatly  taken  away  and  tranfported  out 
of  it. 
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on  ;  and  it  is,  without  doubt,  of  Advan¬ 
tage  to  a  State,  not  to  meddle  with  the 
Coin,  when  the  Taxes  are  fufficient  to 
defray  all  the  publick  Expcnces,  and  that 
they  are  levied  with  Eafe.  And  even,  if 
the  nominal  Values  be  inefficient,  thofe 
of  Reprefentation  would  be  preferable  to 
Augmentations,  if  the  Temper  and  the 
Acquiefcence  of  the  People,  would  give 
them  the  fame  Value.  We  are  here  en¬ 
quiring  into  the  Circumllances,  wherein 
the  State  may  have  Occafion  of  this  Re¬ 
medy,  which  is  not  without  Inconveni¬ 
ence  in  the  Practice. 


R 
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chap.  xiv. 


Of  Diminutions . 


PR  I  V  ATE  Perfons  regulate  their 
Expences  according  to  their  Income, 
but  the  King  regulateth  his  Revenue,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Expences  that  are  necef- 
iary  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  State  ; 
and  when  thcle  Expences  have  obliged 
him  to  borrow  large  Sums  of  Money,  he 
cannot  dilcharge  the  Debts  he  hath  con- 
trailed,  any  otherwise,  than  b)t  laying 
Taxes  on  his  People.  Thefe  Taxes  can¬ 
not  be  too  general ;  for  a  particular  Tax, 
or,  which  is  the  lame  Thing,  a  Retrench¬ 
ment  from  fome  part  of  the  publick  Debts, 
opprcdes  that  Parr,  which  will  loon  occafi- 
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on  the  Opprefiion  of  fame  other,  and  fo 
on.  And,  in  this,  Red  on  of  Stare,  is  a- 
greeable  to  common  Juftice,  which  re¬ 
quired!,  that  Debts  contracted  for  the 
Good  of  a  Community,  ihould  be  equal¬ 
ly  impofed  upon  the  Community  in  ge¬ 
neral. 

1  he  better  fo  explain  our  Principles, 
We  will  here  call  to  mind  the  State  of 
the  Finances  towards  the  End  of  the  lad 
Reign,  without  any  Defign  to  blame 
the  Authors  of  the  Managements,  we 
will  take  Notice  of.  It  was  hard  for 
them  to  forefee  every  Thing  in  fuch  dif¬ 
ficult  Circumflances  :  And  Accidents  of¬ 
ten  happen,  which  are  too  powerful  for 
human  Prudence.  What  we  arfe  upon, 
is  an  Examination  for  InftruCfion  lakel¬ 
and  not  with  a  View  to  crificile  and  find 
fault,  which  is  very  far  from  our  Inten¬ 
tions. 


I  n  the  V  ear  1708,  the  Finances  were  in  a 
defperateConfufion,attended  with  an  unfor* 
tunate  War,  which,  in  all  Appearance,  was 
to  be  of  very  long  Continuance.  The  King 
declared  to  the  new  Minifter,  who  under¬ 
took  the  Management  of  them,  “  that 
“  did  not  require  Impoflibili ties ;  that 
e‘  if  he  iiicceeded  therein,  he  would  take 

R  z  “  it 
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“  it  in  good  part  ;  and  that  if  the  Suc- 
“  cefs  were  not  fortunate,  he  would  not 
“  impute  the  Events  to  him.” 

The  ordinary  Expedients  of  raifing 
Money,  weie  made  Ufe  of.  Creation  of 
Offices,  anticipated  Alignments,  alienati¬ 
on  of  old  and  new  Duties,  Remedies, 
which,  by  giving  lome  Relief  for  the 
current  Year,  overburthened  the  Provin¬ 
ces,  and  encreafedthe  Difficulties  of  pay¬ 
ing  the  ordinary  Taxes. 

The  Monies  were  raifed  one  fourth 
by  a  general  re- coinage.  There  weretwo 
principal  Views  in  it.  The  firff,  was  the 
King’s  Profit  by  the  great  cDuty  of  Seigni¬ 
orage.  The  other,  the  Extinguifhment 
of  the  Mint-Notes ,  (a)  which,  rightly 
employed,  might  have,  for  fome  Time, 


(a)  Billets  de  Monnoye.  Thefe  Notes,  were 
firft  made  Ufe  of  in  France,  in  the  Year  1700. 
on  occafion  of  a  general  Recoinage. 

The  new  Species,  not  being  coined  quick 
enough,  to  pay  ready  Money  for  the  old  Spe¬ 
cies  and  the  Bullion,  that  were  brought  into  the 
Mint  and  tctheChangersatP<?m,the  Directors 

and 
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proved  afupport  to  the  Finances ;  but  were, 
by  the  imprudent  Uie  that  was  made 
of  them,  turned  to  their  difadvantage. 

This  raifing  of  the  Coin,  proved  the 
Prefervation  of  the  State  ;  lels  by  thole 
two  Means,  than  by  a  third  that  was 
not  forefeen ;  which  was,  that  by  this 
Augmentation  of  the  Coin,  the  Engage¬ 
ments  of  the  Bankers,  and  the  Perlons 
who  undertook  to  fupply  the  Armies, 
were  difcharged  among  themfelves,  becaule 
the  King  paid  off  thole  who  were  molt 
prefling  and  needy  ;  and  the  publick 
Taxes  were  thereby  rendered,  lels  bur- 


thenfome 
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thentome,  bccaufe  the  Price  of  Goods 
encreaied. 

have  Reafon  to  fay,  that  this 
Effete  was  not  fore  been,  becaufe  upon 
the  Peace,  the  firft  Operation  was,  the 
Reduction  of  the  Coin,  without  having 
any  PvCgard  to  the  Debt  due  from  the 
King.  Let  us  fuppole  this  Debt  to  have 
been,  at  that  1  ime,  only  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Millions  of  Livres  a  Year,  at 
the  Rate  of  forty  Livres  to  the  Mark 
of  Silver.  Thismakes  three  hundred  and 
fifiy  thoufand  Marks,  to  be  annually 
paid.  W  hen  the  Mark  was  lowered  to 
thirty  Livres ,  the  Debt  encreaied  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thouland  Marks  a  Year. 
Accordingly  the  Milery  and  Dilcredit, 
became  lo  great,  that  we  never  had  fo 
piany  Bankrupts,  as  in  the  Years  1714, 
1715,  and  1716.  The  Difficulty  in  le¬ 
vying  the  Taxes,  and  the  Failure  of  Con- 
fumption,  diminilhed  the  King’s  Revenue 
by  more  than  Half;  and  moll  of  the  Ar¬ 
rears  of  Taxes,  which  were  remitted  in 
the  Year  1720,  were  incurred  in  thefe 
three  Years.  Military  Executions  could 
not  extort  them  from  the  poor  Husband- 
?nen,  who  fo  long  groaned  under  this  hea- 
yv  Burthen. 

* 

T  HE 


upon  Commerce .  26  3 

The  Minifter  had  ir  in  his  Power  to 
repair  this  miftake,  which  he  had  dif- 
covered,  when  the  Dcmife  of  the  King 
changed  the  Face  of  Affairs. 

The  firft  Declaration  publifhed  by  the 
Regency  in  the  Month  of  November 
was  an  Affurance,  that  there fliould 
not  beany  Augmentation  of  the  Coin.  But 
the  new  Minifterfoon  perceived  the  Error 
of  this  Resolution  ;  for  in  the  next  Month, 
a  recoinage  was  directed  at  forty  Livres 
for  the  Mark  of  Silver,  which  was  before 
at  only  thirty.  This  Augmentation  iup- 
ported  the  Finances  in  the  Years  17 16,  and 
1717,  notwithstanding  the  Difcredit  kept 
up  by  the  Chamber  of  fuftice .  ( a )  It  was 
about  that  Time,  that  the  Bank  ( b )  was 
fet up,  which,  by  encreafingthe  Quantity 
of  Values,  (that  is,  the  Meafure  of  Per- 

4  mutations) 


(a)  This  Kind  of  Court,  hath  been  frequently 
inftituted  in  France^  by  a  fpecial  Commifiion 
from  the  King,  to  enquire  into  tire  exorbitant 
Profits  that  have  been  made,  by  Farmers  ofthe 
Revenue  and  other  Perfons  who  have  had  the 
handling,  or  the  Management  of  the  King’s 
Treafure. 

(b)  An  Account  of  this  Bank  is  incerted  at 
the  End  of  this  Chapter,  under  Letter  (A) 
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mutations)  did  alfo  encreafe  the  Circula¬ 
tion  and  the  Confumption  ;  and  People 
begun  to  breath  again  in  the  Year  1718, 
But  thele  Values,  being  too  much  multi¬ 
plied,  became  falfe  Values  in  the  Year 
1710.  Ac  the  Time  they  were  freely  re¬ 
ceived  in  fome  certain  payments  they 
vvcie  refuled  in  others,  and  efpecially 

in  Payments  made  for  daily  Consumpti¬ 
ons.  r 

This  Diforder  would  have  been  foU 
lowed  by  the  raoft  milchievous  Confe- 
quences,  if  thefe  falfe  V alues  had  not  been 
fuppreffed,  to  return  to  the  Ufe  of  Mo- 
ney,  the  Value  of  which  had  been  more 
than  doubled,  during  the  Time  of  the 
Regency. 

Monsieur  Colbert,  and  the  Mini- 
flers  who  fucceeded  him,  knew  very 
well  the  Neceffity  of  Credit,  and  they 
rnade  Ule  of  it.  But  they  knew  little  of 
its  Maxims.  The  Caiffe  des  Evnprnuts . 
the  Billets  de  Monnoye ,  the  H  ropief/es 
des  Gabelles,  were  all  falfe  Credits, 
which  ought  to  have  been  reje&ed  in 
their  Beginning,  on  account  of  the  too 
high  Intereft  that  was  paid  by  the  King. 
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All  thefe  Securities, with  the  Billets 
des  Entrepreneurs,  retrenched  by  too 
arbitrary  Clajfes,  ( a )  eftablilhed  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Regency ,  formed  a  new  Cre- 
dic  under  the  Name  of  Billets  de  /’  EJt at. 
State  Bills  or  Notes,  (b)  which,  not- 
withftanding  they  carried  Interefl:  at  the 
Rate  of  four  per  Cent,  were  not,  even  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Perfons  to  whom  they  were 
firfl  paft,  rated  at  above  half  their  Value. 
At  Length  the  Bank  appeared.  A  true  Cre¬ 
dit,  equally  ufeful  to  the  King  and  his 
Subjects.  But  the  very  great  Abufe  that 
was  attendant  upon  it,  made  the  Nation  be 
juftly  offended  with  ir. 

Upon  returning  from  the  Ufe  of 
Bank  Notes,  to  that  of  Money,  theMi- 

nifler 


(a)  The  Nature  of  thefe  Clajfes ,  hath  been 
/hewn,  in  fpeaking  of  the  CatJ?  des  Emprunts , 
Page  ft. 

(b)  Mention  is  made  of  thefe  Notes  or  Bills, 
in  what  hath  been  faid  of  the  Caijfc  des  Em - 
prunts^Page  f  3.  Asalfo  in  treating  of  the  India- 
Company ,  Page  1 2.7. 

They  were  called  Billets  de  l'  Etat ,  becaufe 
the  King  undertook  to  pay  them  out  of  the  Re¬ 
venue  of  the  State j  whereas  the  former  Notes 
were  only  from  private  Perfons,  although  they 
were  palled  for  Sums  of  Money  fupplied  to 
$mfwer  the  Neceffities  of  the  State. 
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nifter  apprehended,  with  fome  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Reafon,  a  great  Diminution  in  the 
King’s  Revenue.  Neverthelefs  the  Con- 
fumprion  continued  to  be  the  fame,  the 
Taxes  were  levied  with  Eafe,and  they  were 
fufficienr  to  defray  the  pubiick  Expences : 
Which  can  be  only  attributed,  to  thefe 
two  Realons.  That  is  to  fay,  to  the  free¬ 
ing  of  Debtors  and  redeeming  of  Lands, 
by  the  great  Plenty  of  preceding  Values  : 
And  in  the  next  Place,  to  the  great  Quan¬ 
tity  of  numerary  Values  fliil  exifting.  For 
thefe  Values  become,  in  thole  Circumftan- 
ces,  a  true  Credit,  which  is  by  lo  much 
the  more  ufeful,  as  it  carrieth  in  its  felf, 
it’s  true  Value  for  Contra<5ts,  and  not  a 
Value  by  Reprefentation,  as  Taper  Credit , 
the  Abule  whereof,  is  always  to  be  feared. 


The 
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(A) 

The  Bank  of  France ,  was  eftablifhed  upon 
a  Plan  drawn  up  by  Mr.  John  Law.  He  at 
fir  It  propofed,  that  it  fhould  be  called  the 
Royal  Bank.  That  the  Fund  fhould  be  fup^ 
plied  by  the  King.  And,  that  it  fhould  be 
managed  in  the  Name  of  his  Majefty,  and  un¬ 
der  his  Authority. 

This  Projedt  having  been  maturely  confider- 
ed  and  approved  in  the  Council  of  the  Finances, 
to  which  feveral  Bankers,  Dealers,  and  the  De¬ 
puties  from  the  trading  Towns  who  refide  in 
P^m,were  called  ->  it  was  refolved  that  it  fhould 
be  carried  into  Execution.  Not  under  the 
Name  of  the  King,  but  under  the  Name  and 
Conduct  of  Mr.  Law  and  thofe  who  would 
join  him  in  fupplying  the  Fund  5  and  it  was 
called  the  General  Bank. 

The  Letters  Patent  granted  for  erecting  this 
Bank,  are  dated  the  2d.  Day  of  May,  iji6. 
And  another  Patent  was  granted  on  the  20th 
Day  of  the  fame  Month,  whereby,  the  Form, 
the  Conditions,  and  the  Rules  to  be  oblerved 
in  the  Management  of  the  Bank,  were  pre- 
fcribed. 

The  Fund  was  fix  Millions  of  Llvres ,  di¬ 
vided  into  1200  Shares  5  each  Share  confifting 
of  one  thoufand  Bank-Cr-owns^  of  five  Livres 
pach. 

The  Bank  was  impowered,  to  make  Con- 
tra£ts,  keep  its  Books,  and  ifiue  its  Notes, 
in  Crown-pieces,  under  the  Name  of  Bank- 
Crowns,  By  this  was  meant.  Crown-pieces 

pf 
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of  the  Weight  and  Degree  of  Finenefs  in 
the  Coin,  at  the  Time  of  ilfuing  the  Note, 
or  entering  into  the  Contraft. 

The  Bank  might  receive  and  pay  the  Money 
of  Perfons  who  would  make  Lodgments  in  it. 
Might  transfer  Articles,  from  one  Account  to 
another,  or  make  Payments  in  ready  Money. 
And  was  to  have  an  Allowance  of  five  Sols 
Bank- Money ,  for  every  thoufand  'Bank-Crowns 
fo  tranfa£ted.  It  was  likewile  impowered  to 
difeount  Notes,  and  Bills  of  Exchange. 

It  was  not  allowed,  to  iffue  Notes  payable 
at  a  prefixed  Time,  but  the  Notes  were  to 
be  made  payable  to  Bearer  on  Demand.  It 
was  not  allowed  to  take  up  Money  at  Intereft, 
or  to  intermeddle  in  Trade,  or  to  make  Infuran- 
ces  on  Ships  or  Goods  at  Sea. 

It  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with 
the  other  Regulations  contained  in  thofe  Pa¬ 
tents.  They  were  all  well  calculated  for  the 
Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank,  and 
to  prevent  Frauds  and  Abufes.  The  Council 
of  the  Bank  wasljkewife  impowered,  to  make 
further  Rules  for  the  Management  of  its  Af¬ 
fairs. 

The  Bank  being  thus  eftabliflied,  and  its 
N  otes  obtaining  lome  Favour :  In  Order  to 
raife  their  Credit  higher,  an  Arret  of  Coun¬ 
cil  was  palled  on  the  ioth  Day  of  April , 
1717.  whereby  the  King  ordered,  that  Bank 
Notes  Ihould  be  accepted  as  ready  Mo¬ 
ney,  in  all  Payments  of  his  Revenue.  That  all 
perfons  entrufted  with  the  Receipt  or  Ma¬ 
nagement 
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ragement  thereof,  Ihould  pay  ready  Money 
for  Bank  Notes  offered  to  them  >  and  that  they 
Ihould  not  return  Money  to  Paris,  in  Species 
or  by  any  Remittance  whatfoever,  unlefs  it 
were  fuch  Surplus  as  ihould  remain  in  their 
Hands,  after  paying  the  Bank  Notes  that 
ihould  be  tendered  to  them. 

The  Bank,  thus  managed,  grew  into  Credit. 
Whereupon  the  King  refolved  to  take  it  into 
his  own  Hands,  and  have  it  managed  in  his 
own  Name,  and  under  his  Authority,  as  it 
was  at  firft  propofed  by  Mr.  Law. 

Accordingly, aDeclaration  was  publiihed  on 
the  4th  Day  of  December  1718.  Whereby 
his  Majefty  declared,  that  having  paid  the 
Sharers  of  the  General  Bank ,  the  Stock  they 
had  therein}  he  refolved  to  continue  the  Bank, 
under  the  Name  of  the  Royal  Banky  and  to 
caufe  it  to  be  managed  for  the  future,  under 
his  Name  and  Authority. 

Thus  th  t  Royal  Bank  was  eftablifhed,  to  com¬ 
mence  the  firft  Day  of  January  iyip.  under  the 
Direftion  of  the  Regent,  who  was  made  the 
Seal  Ordonnateur ,  ox  Sole  Orderer  of  it. 

Befides  the  general  Office  eftabliihcd  in 
Paris ,  there  were  particular  Offices  appointed 
in  each  of  the  other  Towns  of  the  Kingdom 
where  there  is  a  Mint,  except  the  City  of 
Lyons.  This  was  done  for  the  more  ready  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Bank  Notes  upon  Demand,  and  to 
fupply  Notes  to  thofe  who  ihould  have  occa- 
fionfor  them. 
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Several  other  Alterations  were  made  by 
fubfequcnt  Arrets.  The  Bank  Notes  were  made 
payable  in  Livres  tournois.  And  it  was  declared 
mat  t la cy  fhould  not  be  iuoject  to  Diminutions 
which  might  happen  in  the  Coin.  Thefe  Bank 
Notes  were  at  hr  it  of  three  Kinds,  that  is  to 
iay,  ot  tooo  Livres,  io o  Livres,  and  io  Livres 
each ;  to  which  another  Kind,  of  10,000  Livres 
each,  was  afterwards  added. 

The  Notes  Blued  by  the  Bank  from  the 
Time  of  its  Commencement,  to  the  End  of 
the  Year  1719,  amounted  to  one  thoufand 
Million  of  Livres.  And  the  King,  by  an  Ar¬ 
ret  in  December  1719,  declared,  that  no  more 
Notes  ihould  be  iffued,  but  what  might  be 
neceflary,  to  give  in  Exchange  of  fuch  as 
ihould  be  brought  in  and  cancelled. 

It  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  a 
particular  Account  of  the  Variations  made  in 
theCoin  of  France,  by  new  Coinages,  and  by  rai- 
flngand  loweringthe  Monies.  Thefe  Variations 
were  attended  with  great  Perplexities.  Cre¬ 
ditors  were  allowed  to  require  the  Payment  of 
their  Debts  in  Bank  Notes ,  and  their  Value 
feeming  to  rife  by  thefe  Confufions  in  the 
Coin,  it  was  fixed  at  five  per  Cent,  above  cur¬ 
rent  Money. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  (page  128) 
that  the  Bank  was  joined  to  the  India  Company 
in  February  1720.  It  however  retained  the 
Name  of  the  Royal  Bank. 

New  and  more  furprizing  Alterations  were 
made  in  the  Coin  after  this  Union.  It  was  even 
thought  pra&icable  to  abolifh  the  Ufe  of 
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Money  in  making  Contra&s,  and  to  eftablifii 
Bank  Notes  in  the  Room  thereof.  Arrets  of 
Council  were  patted  for  this  Purpofe,  and  the 
Bank  Notes  were  encreafed  to  two  thouiand 
fix  hundred  ninety  fix  Million,  four  hundred 
thoufand  Livres. 

On  the  21  ft  Day  of  May  172.0,  an  Arret 
was  publifhed,  whereby  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Bank  Notes  fliould  diminifh  in  their  Va¬ 
lue,  by  monthly  Reductions,  until  the  firft 
Day  of  December  following,  on  which  Day 
they  were  to  be,  at  only  a  Moiety  of  their 
original  Value.  This  was  done,  on  Pretence 
of  keeping  pace  with  Reductions  in  the  Coin. 
But  it  produced  fuch  an  univerfal  Confterna- 
tion  and  Diforder,  that  it  was  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  pafs  another  Arret  on  the  27th  Day  of 
the  fame  Month,  to  endeavour  to  re-eftablifti 
the  Bank  Notes  upon  their  former  foot ,  by 
repealing  the  Arret  patted  for  the  Reduction 
of  them.  This  proved  a  vain  Attempt  to 
raife  the  Credit  of  the  Bank.  For,Publick 
Faith  being  deftroyed,  it  was  in  vain  to  ex- 
pe£fc  to  retrieve  Credit,  and  the  only  Courfe 
that  could  be  taken ,  was  to  return  to  the  Ufe 
of  Money. 

Accordingly,  an  Arret  was  publifhed  on  the 
lothDay  of  October  1720,  whereby  the  Ufe 
of  Bank  Notes,  from  the  firft  Day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  following,  was  entirely  fupprefled. 

It  is  faid  in  this  Arret,  that  the  Bank  Notes 
amounted  to  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  ninety 
fix  Million,  four  hundred  thoufand  Livres .  And 

that  it  appeared  byReports  made  toHisMajefty, 

That 
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That  theNotesburnt  in  the?  ’ 

Town-Houfe,  amounted  to  |  7°7>3i7>4fo 

Paid  into  theTreafury  for  >  ' 

the  Purchafe  of  Annuities, C  5-30, 000,000 

according  to  a  former  Arret.  3 
Brought  to  the 
order  to  have  Acc 


pened3  purfuant  to  a  former?*  200,000,000 


Arret.  - 


Paid  off,  by  the  Bank, 
the  India  Company ,  and  the 
Mints. . 


po, 000, 000 


Still  remained  in  Com¬ 
merce.  ------ 


T  otal  2,696,400,000 


The  Accounts  in  Bank,  was  a  Project  to 
keep  fome  Credit  and  Bufinefs  in  the  Bank. 
It  was  expected  that  600,000,000  of  Livres 
would  be  fubferibed  for  this  Purpofej  and 
that  Payments  of  Debts  might  be  made  in 
Paris ,  and  the  Provinces  of  France ,  by  Trans* 
fers,  according  to  the  Pra£tice  in  the  Bank 
of  Amfterdam.  But  fo  many  Difficulties  daily 
appeared  in  the  Methods  prescribed  for  making 
thofe  Transfers,  and  People  were  fo  diffident 
in  the  publick  Faith,  that  thefe  Accounts  were 
fuppreffed,by  an  Arret  dated  the  26th  Day  of 
December  1720. 

Several  Methods  were  appointed  for  fatisfy- 
ing  the  Bank  Notes  that  remained  in  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Sums  of  Money  fubferibed  for 
Accounts  in  Bank.  Rents  and  Annuities  of 


different 
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different  Kinds  were  eftablifhed  on  the  Town- 
Houfe  of  Paris ,  and  on  the  Taxes  and  Im¬ 
ports  in  the  Provinces.  Some  of  the  Notes 
were  difeharged  at  the  Mints,  when  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  brought  with  them  a  certain  Portion 
of  Gold  or  Silver  to  be  coined.  And  what 
remained  were  allowed  to  be  employed  in  pur- 
chafing  Shares  in  the  India  Company ,  or  the 
Proprietors  of  them  were  looked  upon  as  An¬ 
nuitants  entitled  to  an  Intereft  for  their  Mo¬ 
ney,  which  the  King  promifed  to  pay. 

Thus  ended  the  Bank  of  France ,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  gained  great  Credit,  during  the 
Time  it  was  managed  with  Prudence  and  Mo¬ 
deration.  It  was,  as  our  Author  calls  it,  a 
true  Credit,  which  produced  publick  as  well 
as  private  Advantages.  The  King’s  Revenue 
was  by  this  Means  eafily  remitted  from  all 
parts  of  the  Kingdom,  without  draining  the 
Provinces  of  Money,  which  is  fo  very  necef- 
fary  in  Trade.  Ufury  was  thereby  deftroyed, 
and  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  induftri- 
ous  Tradefmcn  were  fupplied  with  Money 
to  carry  on  their  feveral  Trades.  Thele  and 
many  other  Advantages  naturally  refult  from 
Credit,  eftablifhed  upon  a  reafonable  Foun¬ 
dation,  and  managed  with  Prudence.  But, 
when  the  Bank  was  taken  into  the  King’s 
Hands.  When  arbitrary  Power  was  employ¬ 
ed  to  force  Credit.  When  publick  1* aith 
was  broke,  It  it  is  no  Wonder  this  mighty 
Fabrick  tumbled  down. 

Wc  may  learn  from  this  Example,  that 
Credit  is  of  too  nice  a  Nature  to  profper 

S  under 
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under  any  Force  whatfoever.  We  may  alfo 
fee,  that  as  a  Bank  under  prudent  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Management,  is  a  great  means  of 
multiplying  the  common  Meafure  of  Com¬ 
merce,  it  is  of  great  Ufc  to  have  one  efta- 
blilhed  in  every  trading  Country. 
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Of  the  Dearnefs  of  Commodities . 
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H  E  Dearnefs  of  Commodities,  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  Scarcity,  or  a  Mono¬ 
poly,  falleth  only  upon  lome  particular 
Kinds;  and  this  always  proceeded^  from 
an  Error  in  Polity,  which  may  be  eafily 
remedied,  or  rather  eafily  prevented. 


The  Dearnefs  of  Commodities  occa- 
fionedby  the  Encreafe  of  Coin,  is  a  general 
Dearnefs,  which  affedts  every  Thing  that 
is  employed  in  Commerce,  as  the  Pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  Earth,  Merchandize,  Car¬ 
riage,  Wages  of  Workmen,  and  the  like. 
Upon  this  allowed  Principle,  that  Money 

Si  is 
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is  the  common  Meafure  of  every  Thing, 
and  thar  there  is  not  greater  Reaion, 
why  this  Meafure  lliould  be  given  in 
Exchange  for  a  Product  of  the  Earth, 
than  for  a  Merchandize,  or  to  pay  for 
the  Carriage  of  them.  Thus,  when  a 
Workman  payeth  dearer  for  Bread  and 
Wine,  he  ieileth  his  Labour  in  Proporti¬ 
on  dearer.  The  Cafe  is  the  fame,  with 
reipedt  to  him,  who  hath  only  one  Kind 
of  Produdt  from  his  Land.  All  the  other 
Events  are  fuppofed  equal,  according  to 
the  general,  and  continued  Caufes. 

The  Progrefs,  or  Encreafe  of  nume- 
rary  Values,  ought  to  produce,  and  hath 
in  Efledt  produced,  the  fame  Progrefs, 
and  the  fame  Encreafe,  in  the  Rents  of 
Lands,  and  in  the  Price  of  all  Sorts  of 
Merchandize.  Thus,  Land  that  in  the 
Days  of  Saint  Lewis  was  let  for  one 
hundred  Litres,  or  thirty  eight  Marks  of 
Silver,  ought  to  be  now  let,  for  nineteen 
hundred  Livres ,  to  anfwer  Weight  for 
Weight :  And  the  Va!ue  of  Lands,  and 
of  Houfes,  ought  to  be  encrealed,  by 
one  fourth  more  than  it  was  before  the 
Time  of  the  Regency,  according  to  the 
Encreafe  of  Money. 
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The  Quantity  of  Gold  and  Silver 
brought  into  Europe,  fincetheDil'covcry 
of  America,  would  have  been  fufficient 
to  produce  the  fame  Euedt,  independent 
of  the  nutnerary  Value,  it  the  prodigious 
Encrealeof  Commerce,  had  not  encreafed 
the  Want  of  the  Pledges  of  Permutations, 
proportionally  to  the  Countries,  which 
are  become  trading,  Germany ,  Mufcovy, 
and  al moil  all  Europe  :  And  proportion- 
ably  to  our  Demands  for  fupporting  Lux¬ 
ury,  the  multiplicity  of  oar  Manufac¬ 
tures,  the  Gildings,  Services  of  Plate, 
Silver  carried  to  the  Eaji-Indies  :  All 
thefe  make  a  Counter- Balance,  uncer¬ 
tain,  and  impoffible  to  be  exactly  efti- 
mated. 


The  Proprietor  of  Lands,  who  com- 
plaineth  of  the  general  Dearnels  of  Commo¬ 
dities,  in  effect  complains,  that  heletteth  his 
Lands  at  too  dear  a  Rent.  We  havealfo 
heard  Complaints  made  of  the  Dearnels  of 
Houle-Rent,  as  if  the  Rent  were  paid  to 
Foreigners,  and  not  to  our  felvcs. 


T  it  e  Dearnefs  of  Commooities  is, 
therefore,  indifferent  to  Peribns,  who  are 
equally  Buyers  and  Sellers;  it  is  preju 
dicial  to  thole  who  arc  only  Buyers,  a 
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Perfons  who  receive  their  Rents  in  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  military  Men.  But  it  is  always 
advantageous  to  Debtors,  and  to  whoever 

fell  more  than  they  buy.' 

* 

Before  the  Time  of  Francis  the 
Firll,  (a)  our  Kings  were  only  at  the 
Expence  of  paying  the  Appointments  of 
their  Houfhold,  and  a  few  Troops.  It 
was  he,  who,  to  lupport  the  War  in 
Italy ,  firft  indicated  the  Rents  upon  the 
City,  at  the  Rate  of  the  twelfth  Penny. 
It  doth  not  fall  within  the  Compafs  of 
our  Defign,  to  trace  the  Progrels  of  thofe 
Rents:  But,  at  this  Time,  there  is  due 
from  the  King,  twenty  five  Million  of 
perpetual  Rents  on  the  City,  and  other 
Funds. 

«  it:  r  -if 

The  King  is  thus  a  Debtor  to  one 
part  of  his  Subjects,  and  he  cannot  did 
charge  his  Debts,  without  making  all  his 
Subjects  Debtors.  Now  this  Debt  is  no¬ 
minally  lo  high,  that  to  pay  it  nominal¬ 
ly,  at  the  Price  of  Silver  in  the  Days  of 
Saint  Lewis,  it  would  require  annually, 
near  upon  three  rhouland  Million  of  our 
Coin,  that  is  to  fay,  in  Weight  and  Fine- 

*  >  >  *■  •  '  1  '  1  >  !  ‘  '  *  •  ’  <t  «•  r  -  ) 
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(a)  This  King  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year 
jyiy,  and  dyed  A.  D.  1/47.  •  '  "" 
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nefs  of  that  Time,  and  twelve  thoufand 
Million,  according  to  the  Rate  of  Silver 
in  the  Days  of  Charlemagne.  ’Thns  the 
nearer  we  lhould  approach  to  the  firft 
Values,  the  more  the  King’s  Debt  would 
be  encreafed,  and  the  greater  would  be 
the  Difficulties  in  paying  the  numerary 
Taxes. 

There  ought  therefore,  to  be  a  great 
Plenty  of  numerary  Values,  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  may  eafily,  by  the  Sale  of  their 
Products  and  their  Labour, pay  theTaxes, 
which  are  neceflary  to  the  King  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  Expences  of  the  State,  with 
fpeed,  and  without  Dedudions.  From  this 
will  refult,  a  confiding  in  the  Royal  Se¬ 
curities,  and  confequently,  an  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  trading  People  to  follow  Com¬ 
merce,  which  would  otherwife  languilh; 
for  they  are  all  united  in  one  general 
Mafs. 

H  e  who  hath  an  Annuity  payable  by 
the  King,  cannot  receive  it,  but  fo  long 
as  thefe  numerary  Values  abound,  and  he 
doth  not  underhand  his  own  Intereft, 
when  he  defireth  to  fee  the  Products  of 
the  Earth  at  a  low  Price.  It  is  better 
for  him  to  be  fure  of  being  paid,  by  buy¬ 
ing  Goods  a  little  dearer,  than  perpetually 

S  4  to 
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to  fear  Reductions,  to  be  uncertain  of  be¬ 
ing  paid  his  Arrears,  and  at  iafl  to  fee  his 
principal  Money  lofe  half  of  its  Value, 
and  to  know  that  his  other  Debtors  be¬ 
come  every  Day  lefs  able  to  pay  him,  and 
at  lalt  Inlolvent. 

Every  one  knovveth,  that  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Regency,  there  were  thir¬ 
ty  Million  of  State  Motes  fold  at  a  very 
great  Dilcount,  to  pay  a  quarters  Gale  of 
the  Annuities  on  the  City,  the  Want  of 
Coniumption  having  caufed  the  Funds  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  Purpofe  to  fail.  Mif- 
chievous  Expedients,  which  rendered  the 
following  Year  more  burthenfome,  by 
thirty  Million  of  Livres ,  carrying  Inte- 
reft,  and  by  a  difcredit  which  was  yet 
more  detrimental. 

It  is  juft,  and  even  neccflary,  that  the 
military  Pay,  Ihould  be  always  proporti¬ 
oned  to  the  general  and  continued  Dcar- 
nefs  of  Provisions,  as  it  is  done,  upon  an 
accidental  Dearnefs  of  Bread.  And  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  Proportion,  the  Pay  of 
a  Soldier  in  the  Days  of  Saint  Levels 
ought  to  have  been  fi  ve  Demers  a  Day  ; 
which  are  to  the  Mark  of  Silver  at  that 
Time,  nearly  as  fix  Sols  now  ;  and  fix 


upon  Commerce .  2B1 

Sols  in  the  Days  of  Saint  Lewis ,  would, 
at  this  Time,  be  about  four  Livres. 

And,  as  by  what  we  have  faid,  the 
King  receiveth  more  by  Tale,  this  En- 
creaie  of  Pay,  becometh  indifferent,  and 
the  numerary  Encreafe  remaineth  always 
advantageous  to  both  King  and  People, 
confidered  as  Debtors. 


*1 
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CHAP  XVI. 


Anfwers  to  the  Objections, 


TH  E  Realbns  fo  often  repeated  a- 
gainft  raifing  the  Coin,  are  all  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Remonftrauces,  which  the 
Court  of  the  Mint  prefented  to  Henry  III, 
at  the  States  of  BLois,  They  are  here 
let  down  in  their  full  force. 


i.  The  exceffive  Encreafe  of  the 
Price  of  Commodities  and  Merchan¬ 
dizes. 


2..  Less  Gold 
trom  Foreigners, 
France. 

i  i 


and  Silver  is  received 
who  buy  Goods  in 


3.  F  o- 
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3.  Foreign  Merchants  have  encrafed 
our  'Douzains,  {a)  and  Coin  made  of  Bil¬ 
lion,  (b)  which  the  People  had  not  railed, 
as  the  other  Species  of  Coin  was. 

4.  That,  the  Annuitant,  who  is  to  be 
paid  in  Money,  doth  not  receive  the  V aiue 
of  his  Annuity  ;  and  the  Caie  is  the  fame 
withRelpe&to  the  Landlord,  who  Farms 
his  Land  at  Cens ,  and  for  Rents  in  Mo¬ 
ney. 

Si 

5.  That  the  King  loft  thereby,  ashis 
Receipts  were  in  Li'vres,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  Foreigners  by  Weight, 
and  to  encreale  the  Pay  of  his  Officers 
and  Soldiers,  on  Account  of  the  Dearnels 
of  Provifions. 

T  h  e  v  conclude,  that  for  Remedy  there¬ 
of.  Firft,  the  Crown  of  Gold  ought  to 
be  lowered  from  fixty  eight  Sols  tofixty. 
And  Secondly,  that  the  numerary  Ac¬ 
count 


la)  This  was  a  Piece  of  Money  that  pafled 
for  twelve  Deniers. 

(/?)  A  Mixture  of  Silver  and  Copper,  im* 
der  fix  Deniers  fine.  Vide  Page  209, 

L  ■  v  .. 
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count  by  Livres,  Sols,  and  Tleniers , 
be  fupprefled.  And  to  order  ail  future  Con¬ 
tracts  to  be  made  in  invariable  Money,  ( a) 
and  even  to  reduce  all  former  Contracts 
to  the  lame  Rule. 

Whether  thofe  Reafons  appeared  to 
be  good ;  or  that  publick  Authority  was 
too  weak  ro  oppole  them,  an  EdiCt  was 
palTed  very  near  the  Purport  of  thefe  Re- 
monftrances  :  And  this  EdiCt  continued 
in  Force  until  i6oz,  when  it  was  fup- 
prelfed  by  Henry  IV.  who  ordered  nu- 
merary  Contracts  to  be  made  in  Livres , 
Sols  and  Denier s }  Parifis  and  Tournois 
(1 b )  In  1667  the  Terms  Parifis  and  Tour¬ 
nois,  were  fupprelTed,  and  it  was  ordered 

that 


(a)  That  is  to  lay,  Money  of  the  fame 
Weight  and  Finenefs.  Such  as  the  Notes 
which  the  General  Bank  of  France ,  was  to 
iilue.  See  Page  267,  and  2(58. 

(b)  The  Parifis ,  was  formerly  a  real  Money 
coined  at  Paris ,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the 
Tournois  were  coined  at  Tours.  The  Parifis  was 
one  fourth  ftrongeror  more  valuable  than  the 
Tournois. 

The  Livre  Parifis ,  and  Livrc  Tournois  are  at 
this  Time,  imaginary  Monies  of  Account. 
Each  ot  them  is  divided  into  twenty  Sols,  and 

the 


upon  Commerce.  285 

that  all  Contra&s  fliould  be  made  in  Li¬ 
tres,  Soh,  and  ‘ Denier s ,  according  to  the 
prdent  Manner  of  Accounts. 

HENRT  Toulain ,  Councellor  in 
the  Court  of  the  Mint,  an  Author  who 
was  better  acquainted  with  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  Fabrication  of  the  Coin,  than 
with  the  Maxims  relating  to  Monies, 
hath  faid,  and  repeated  it,  in  a  kind  of 
inftrudion  to  the  Duke  of  Sully ,  Super- 
intendant  of  the  Finances  of  Henry  IV . 
that  there  is  nothing  of  more  pernicious 
Confequence  to  the  State,  than  raifing 
the  Value  of  the  Coin  ;  and  he  maketh 
U(e  of  the  foregoing  Realons  involved 
in  a  tedious  Prolixity.  There  is  an  Ob- 
fervation  to  be  made  on  this  Book.  The 
Preface  of  the  Editor  acquainteth  us, 
that  it  is  printed  in  the  Year  1709,  by 
order  of  the  prime Minifter.  It  enlargeth 
upon  the  great  Capacity  of  the  Author, 
the  Force  and  Wifdom  of  his  Maxims. 
But  before  the  Book  was  expofed  to  Sale, 


the  Sol  into  twelve  Demey  s ,  but  the  Li'his 
Parifis  is  twenty- five  Sols  Tournois.  The  Livre 
Tournois  is  now  generally  ufed  in  France ,  in 
keeping  their  Accounts,  and  in  making  Con- 
trafts,  asalfo,  in  Exchange  with  other  Coun¬ 
tries. 
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the  King  was  pleafed  to  raife  the  Coin,  * 
higher  than  had  been  done,  fince  the 
Time  of  Charles  VII.  Thisgreatly  era* 
barraffed  the  Editor  :  and  he  thus  endea. 
voureth  to  extricate  himfelf. 

“But  now,  faith  he,  I  believe  it  will 
“  be  objedted  to  me,  that  the  King,  up. 
“  on  whom  God  hath,  in  a  moft  emi- 
“  nent  Manner,  bellowed  the  Art  of  go- 
“  verning,  hath  neverthelefs  done  fome- 
“  thing  contrary  to  the  Maxims  of  our 

Author.  1  have  nothing  to  fay  in  An- 
“  fwer  to  this  Obje&ion,  only,  that 
“  Circumftances  of  Time,  and  Reafons 
“  °f  State,  do  fometimes  oblige  the  great- 
“  ell  Politicians,  to  difpenfe^vith  Rules, 
“  which  feem  the  bell  cftabiifhed,  and 
“  that  it  is  even  true  Prudence,  and  true 
“  Wildom,  to  know  how  to  dilpenle 
“  with  them  upon  fome  Occafions.  This 
“  Truth  is  confirmed  by  the  Pradice  of 
“  the  moft  famous  Common-wealth  that 
“  ever  was,  i  mean  the  Common-wealth 
“  of  Rome,  &c.  ”  This  appears  in  two 

PalTages, 


*  By  a  fourth  Part,  in  tyop,  of  which  men¬ 
tion  is  made,  Chap.  XII. 
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PaflTages,  one  in  Livy  |  and  the  other  in 
‘Pliny.  *  According  to  which  ,  the  Ro± 
mans  made  Ufe  or  the  like  Expedients 
of  raifing  the  Coin.  It  had  been  more 
candid  to  have  faid,  that  the  King,  in 
his  great  Wildom,  had  difeovered  the 
Fallacy  of  the  Maxim,  from  which  he  had 
often  Before,  with  Succels,  departed ;  and 
which  he  again  did  perform.  This  true 
and  well  delerved  Praife,  was  prefera- 


*  Titus  Livius,  Lib.  26.  Cap.  36.  Caterum 
Ornne  Aurum,  Argentum ,  JEs  Signatum  ad  cIri- 
umviros  menfarios  extemplo  defer amus .  In  brectan- 
to  ammo  confenfum  <?/?,  ut  gratis  ultra  Confulibus 
agerentur.  Senatu  inde  miffoy>ro  fe  quifqueAuruin , 
Argentum^  AEs  in  publicum  conferunt 5  tanto 
Certamine  injebio^  ut  prima  inter  primos  Nomi¬ 
na  fua  vellent  in  pub  lie  is  Tabulis  ejfe->  ut  nee 
^Triumviri  accipiundO)  nec  Scribe  referundo  fuffi - 
cerent  :  Hunc  Confenfum  Senatus  Equefter  Qrdo 
eft  Secutus ,  Eqmfiris  Ordinis  Plebs. 

t  Plinius,  Lib.  33.  Cap.  3.  Libra  autem 
pondus  ceris  imminutum  hello  Punico  primo ,  cum 
impenfis  Res-publica  non  fuffi ceret  5  confiitutumque 
ut  affes  fextantario  ponder e  ferirentur .  It  a  quin- 
que  partes  fablce  lucri 5  dijfolut unique  <es  alie- 

num . 

Poflea  Anibale  urgent e 9  Quint 0  Fabio  Maxi¬ 
mo  Dittatore  Affies  unciales  fafiti,  placuitque 
denarium  XVI.  affibus  permutari ,  quinarium 
slionis)  fextertium  quaternis. 
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ble  to  an  Adulation  that  tended  to  no* 
thing. 

Let  us  return  to  Henry  *P  ou  lain  y  who 
made  fuch  ill  Ule  of  fome  Experience,  his 
Trade  was  fuppofed  to  have  given  him,  in 
the  Bufinefs  of  coining  Monies.  It  was 
with  Reiped:  to  the  Prefs,  ( a )  and  other 
Engines  contrived  by  Nicholas  Briot. 

Let 


(a)  Le  Balancier ,  the  Prefs .  This  is  an  En¬ 
gine  made  ufe  of  in  the  Mint,  to  coin  Monies, 
and  Medals. 

The  Parts  of  this  Prefs  are :  The  Body  of  the 
Prefs 5  the  Fly,  the  Beam ,  two  Plates ,  two 
Boxes 5  and  the  Spring. 

The  Body  of  the  Prefs  is  made  of  Iron  and  is 
very  ftrong,  and  maffive,  to  bear  the  great  Force 
ufed  in  working  with  it.  It  is  fixed  upon  a  large 
Block  of  Timber. 

The  Fly  works  horizontally  over  the  Prefs. 
It  is  a  long  Bar  of  Iren  loaded  at  each  End  with 
Lead,  to  give  it  the  more  force  in  turning  the 
Screw,  which  is  mortoifed  into  the  Middle  of  it. 

The  Screw  is  made  of  Iron,  and  worm- 
eth  in  a’  Box  or  Nut  of  Brafs,  which  is  in 
the  upper  Part  of  the  Engine.  It  prefleth 
upon  a  Piece  of  Iron,  called  by  fome  the 
Beam ,  and  by  others  the  Anvil ,  which  is  un¬ 
der  the  Screw ,  and  pafleth  through  two  Plates, 

which 
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Let  us  firft  fct  down  what  Le  Blanc 
faith  upon  this  Occafion.  “  One  ought 
“  not  to  be  furprized,  that  new  Inveati- 
“  ons,  however  ufeful  they  be,  meet 
“  with  Oppofttion  when  they  are  firft 
“  propofed.  What  great  Oppofition  was 

T  “  given 


which  ferve  to  keep  it  in  its  perpendicular 
Pofition.  One  Dye  of  the  Medal  or  Money 
that  is  to  be  damped,  is  fixed  by  Screws  into  a 
Kind  of  Box  at  the  End  of  the  Beam  >  and 
the  other  Dye  is  placed  direftly  under  it 
in  a  Box  that  is  fixed  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Prefs. 

The  Sp  ring  is  placed  after  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  raife  the  Bearn  and  Screw,  when  the  Ira- 
preffion  is  made. 

In  coining  of  Money,  the  Blank  is  placed 
in  the  lower  Box,  and  then  the  Fly  is  fwung 
about,  whereby  the  Screw  prefleth  upon  the 
Beam,  and  the  Metal  between  the  two  Dyes 
reccivcth  the  double  Impreflion. 

Before  the  Prefs  was  ufed  in  coining  Mo¬ 
nies,  the  Impreffion  on  Coin  was  made  by 
the  force  of  a  Hammer.  This  was  performed 
by  placing  one  of  the  Dyes  which  was  fiat,  on  a 
folid  Bench  prepared  for  the  Purpofe  and  the 
Moneyer  placing  the  Blank  on  it,  and  holding 
the  other  Dye,  which  was  about  eight  Inches 
high,  in  one  Hand  over  the  Blank,  he  gave 
feverai  Strokes  thereon,  with  an  iron  Mallet 
which  he  held  in  the  other  Hand. 
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given  to  the  Prels,  an  Engine  now  ge¬ 
nerally  made  Ufe  of  to  (lamp  Money, 
when  it  was  firft  propofed.  Not  only  the 
Workmen,  who  coined  Money  with 
the  Hammer,  but  alio  the  Court  of 
the  Mint,  employed  all  Means  to  have 
them  rejected.  All  that  Cabal  and  Ma¬ 
lice  could  invent,  were  putin  Practice, 
to  defeat  the  Defigns  of  Nicholas  Brioty 
Engraver  Genera!  of  the  Mint,  and 
the  moft  skillful  Man  of  his  Profeffion, 
at  that  Time  in  Europe.  He  made 
a  great  Number  of  Trials  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Meffieurs  Chateauneuf,  de 
BoijJiJJe,  and  de  Marillac.  And  al¬ 
though  Briot  had  Ihevvn,  that  by  em¬ 
ploying  the  Brejs  the  Cutter,  (a)  and 

“  the 
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(a)  Le  Coupoir,  thcCutter.  This  is  properly 
the  Inftrument  of  well-tempered  Steel  made 
round,  lharp,  and  hollow,  in  form  of  a  Punch- 
eony  with  which  the  Plates  of  Metal  are  cut 
into  Blanks  ■,  that  is  to  fay,  into  Pieces  of  the 
Diinenfions  of  the  Coin  or  Medals  that  are 
to  be  Ifamped.  However  this  Name  is  given 
to  the  whole  Engine,  which  is  made  ufe  of 
to  prefs  the  Cutter  upon  the  Plates. 

In  this  Engine,  there  is  a  Beam,  or  Piece 
of  Iron  which  pafieth  perpendicularly  through 
two  Plates  of  Iron.  The  Top  of  the  Beam 
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“  the  ikf/7/,  (^)  they  could  coin  Money  in 

“  greater 


is  a  Screw,  that  wormeth  into  a  Nut  in  the 
upper  Part  of  the  Engine.  The  Cutter  is 
fixed  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Beam :  And  un¬ 
derneath  there  is  another  Plate,  which  hath 
a  Hallow,  in  the  Middle,  of  the  fame  Dimen- 
fion  with  the  Blank  that  is  to  be  cut. 

The  Plate  of  Metal  being  placed  over  the 
hollow  Piece,  the  Cutter  is  brought  upon  it 
by  the  help  of  a  Handle  or  Rounce ,  and  the 
Pieces  of  Metal  that  remain  after  the  Blanks  are 
cut,  is  called  Sciffel. 

Before  this  Engine  was  made  ufe  of  in  the 
Mint,  the  Moneyers  cut  the  Plates  of  Metal 
into  Pieces;  then  they  fhore  off*  the  Corners, 
and  with  a  fmall  Hammer  made  them  round. 

(a)  Le  Laminoir ,  the  Mill .  This  is  an  En¬ 
gine  made  ufe  of  in  the  Mint,  to  flatten  the 
Plates  of  Metal,  and  reduce  them  to  the 
Thicknefs  of  the  Money  that  is  to  be  coined. 

This  Engine  conraineth  two  Pair  of  Steel 
Rowlers  or  Cylinders ,  which  are  of  different 
Dimenfions. 

The  largeft  Pair  of  Rowlers  is  made  ufe  of 
to  flatten  the  Plates  when  they  arc  brought 
from  the  Moulds.  The  other  Pair  is  to  reduce 
the  Plates  to  their  exadt  Thicknefs* 

Each  Pair  of  Cylinders  can  be  made,  by 
Screws,  to  approach  or  to  keep  at  a  Di  fiance, 
accordingas  the  Workman  thinks  fit;  and  the 

T  z  Cy- 


2pi  A  Political  Effay 

“  greater  Perfection,  in  a  iborter  Time, 
“  and  with  Ids  Expcnce,  than  with  the 
“  Hammer ,  which  was  the  Method  uied 
“  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Monarchy, 
“  yet  the  Cabal  of  his  Enemies  prevai- 
“  led  again  ft  all  this,  and  his  Propofal 
“  was  rejected.  The  Vexation  he  had  to 
“  find  io  little  Protection  in  France,  for 
“  a  Thing  we  now  fo  greatly  admire, 
“  made  him  to  go  into  England \  where 
“  they  did  not  fail  to  employ  his  En- 
“  gines  to  good  Purpofe,  and  by  their 
“  means  to  make  the  rnoft  beautiful  Coin 
“  in  the  World. 

“  FRANCE  would  perhaps,  be 
“  ftiil  deprived  of  this  admirable  Inven- 
“  tion,  were  it  not  for  Chancellor  Seg- 
“  liter.  This  great  Man,  the  Ornament 
“  of  the  Age  he  Jived  in,  palling  over 
“  all  the  Tricks,  which  were  put  upon 
“  Briot,  by  the  Workmen  of  the 

“  Mint, 


Cylinders  arc  turned  by  Wheels,  which  are 
fet  in  Motion  by  the  Draft  of  Horfes. 

Before  this  Engine  was  made  ufe  of  in  the 
Mint,  the  Moneyers  were  obliged  to  reduce 
the  Plates  of  Metal  to  their  proper  Thick- 
ncls,  by  often  heating  them  in  the  Fire,  and 
beating  them  with  Hammers,  upon  an  Anvil. 
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“  Mint,  and  not  regarding  the  Arrets 
“  they  had  obtained  againff  him  ;  did 
“  caui'e  others,  directly  contrary  to 
•«  rhem,  to  be  paffed,  at  the  Time  die 
“  Lewis  d'  or,  (<z)  was  to  be  coined. 
“  Whereby  he  eftablilhed  the  Ufc  of 
'■«  thofe  Engines  in  France,  notwithftand- 
“  ing  the  ftrong  Oppofition  that  was  then 
“  given  to  it.  People  ioon  became  fo 
“  well  plealed  with  thefe  Engines,  that 
“  the  manner  of  coining  Money  with 
“  the  Hammer,  was  prohibited  in  tne 
“  Year  1645'. 

Nicholas  Briot  offered  his  Service 
in  the  Year  1617,  and  a  Trial  of  Coin¬ 
age,  with  his  new  I  nil  rumen  ts,  was  or-^ 
dered  to  be  made,  in  the  Prelence  of 
Meffieurs  de  BoiJJijfe ,  and  de  Mar  iliac 
Councellorof  State.  <e  I  was,  faith  Toa- 
“  lain,  ordered  to  attend  that  Trial,  and 
“  the  Workmen  and  Moneyers  of  the 
“  City  of  Tar  is ,  a  hi  fled  by  their 
4t  Provoft,  were  called  thither  on  the  one 
“  Parc  ;  and  on  the  other  Part  appeared 

T  3  Ni- 


(0)  The  firfl  Lewis  d'ors ,  were  coined  in  the 
Year  1640,  by  Order  of  K.  Lewis  XIII, 
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Nicholas  Briot,  Engraver  General  ; 
who  propofed  by  the  Means  of  a  new 
“  Inftrument  managed  by  one  Man  on- 
“  ty,  Jo  [coin  more  Money  in  one  Day, 
than  twenty  Workmen  could  do  in  the 
“  common  Way,  &c. 

I  t  appeareth  by  the  Report  made  of 
this  Tran(adion,that  it  was Boulain  who 
conducted  the  whole  Affair.  This  is  the 
Conclufion  of  the  Report. 

s 

Thus,  three  Workmen  did,  in  lefs 
than  five  hours  Time,  Forge,  Work,  and 
“  Coin,  two  Marks  and  a  half  of  quarter 
‘  ‘  Crown-pieces ;  three  Marks  and  a  half 
* £  of  Pieces  of  ten  Sols ,  and  two  Marks 
((  and  a  half  of  Crown-pieces ;  which  was 
“  much  greater  Difpatch  than  Briot  per- 
formed  by  his  Way :  For  in  twelve  or 
,*f  thirteen  Hours,  including  the  Time  of 
“  melting  and  calling  his  Metal  into 
<c  Plates,  he  and  two  others  coined,  only 
u  one  Mark  and  a  half  of  Pieces  of  ten 
tC  Sols,  half  a  Mark  of  quarter  Crown - 
iC  pieces ,  and  one  Mark  of  Crown-pieces 
“  and  they  made  three  or  four  Times  as 
“  much  Scijfel  as  Work.” 

-4 
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Time  hath  difcovered  the  Falihood 

of  this  Report,  (a)  and  hath  made  known 

cither 


(a)  It  is  evident,  that  Monies  are  coined,  in 
greater  Perfection,  in  a  fhorter  lime,  and 
with  lefs  Expence,  by  the  Help  of  the  Mill , 
the  Gutter )  and  the  Preps,  than  they  were  by  the 
Hammer.  There  is  likewife  another  Engine, 
which  addeth  great  Beauty  to  and  is 

a  Security  againft  the  Practice  ot  Clipping. 
This  is  the  Invention,  mentioned  in  the  Inden¬ 
ture,  for  marking  the  Edges  of  the  Coin  with 
Letters  or  Grainings. 

As  the  Officers  and  Workmen  in  the  1  ower 
of  London ,  are  fworn  not  to  reveal  this  In¬ 
vention,  we  do  not  pretend  to  know  any 
Thing  of  it  *,  but  as  the  fame  Secrecy  is  not 
obferved  in  France ,  we  may  be  allowed  to 
deferibe  the  Invention  made  ufe  of  in  that 
Country. 

It  confifteth  of  two  Plates  of  Steel,  made 
in  Form  of  Rulers,  of  a  thicknefs  proportioned 
to  the  Coin.  The  Letters  or  Grainings  are 
engraved  upon  the  inward  Edges  of  the  Rules } 
one  half  upon  one  of  them,  and  tne  other  halt 
upon  the  other.  Oneot  the  Rules  is  fixed  down 
with  Screws  to  a  Plate  of  Copper,  which  is 
likewife  faftned  to  a  Table  or  Bench  of  very 
thick  Timber.  The  other  Ruler  is  moveable, 
and  flideth  along  the  Plate  of  Copper,  by 
Means  of  a  fmall  Wheel  of  Iron,  which  is  tur¬ 
ned  with  a  Key. 


The 
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either  the  great  Ignorance,  or  the  Kna- 
■\ery  ot  the  Reporter,  perhaps  both  the 
one  and  the  other.  Yet  this  was  a  Man 
of  Reputation,  and  to  him  the  Tvliniftrv 
referred,  whatever  related  to  the  Coin,  and 
his  Advice  was  conciufiye.  ■ 

The  bed  Underftandings,  find  it  very 
cii ih cult  to  avoid  being  made  the  Dupes 
of  thole  Sp lingers  for  Reputations,  (let 
me  oe  pardoned  the  Meannefs  of  the  Ex¬ 
pression.)  The  Legislature  it  felf  will  ne- 
ceffarily  be  impoled  upon,  if  it  doth  not 
confider  with  great  nicety  the  Perfons  it 
employ  eth.  A  grave  and  important  Coun¬ 
tenance  ;  anlntreague  always  wrapped  up 
iu  miftery;  the  artful  Di/play  of  fome 
Superficial  Knowledge  ;  the  Art  fo  eaftly 
pracbiled  of  elcaping  the  Obfervation  of  the 
mod  penetrating  Judgments,  by  a  difdain- 
ful  Silence  ;  feif-interefted  and  often  very 

ignorant 


<  The  Blank  is  placed  horizontally  between 
these  two  Rules ,  and  it  is  drawn  by  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Hiding  Rule  ;  fo  that  in  half  a 

Round,  it  is  entirely  marked,  with  the  Letters 
or  Grainings. 

This  is  performed  before  the  Pieces  are  ear¬ 
ned  to  the  Prefs 5  and  is  a  Beauty  and  Secu¬ 
rity  to  the  Coin,  which  the  hammered  Monies 

waited. 
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ignorant  formal  Talkers  ;  Riches,  Dig¬ 
nities,  well  or  ill-gotten  by  a  covetous 
lucky  Application.  All  thefe  bring  in¬ 
to  Play,  Perfonages,  who  are  too  late  un¬ 
masked  for  the  Good  of  the  State. 

Although  what  hath  been  Paid, 
and  particularly  in  the  two  lad  Chapters, 
lufftciently  anlwereth  thole  Remonftran- 
ecs,  yet  we  will  add  lorne  further  Qbfer- 
vations,  efpecially  upon  the  fourth  Arti¬ 
cle,  with  Relation  to  the  Annuitant,  who 
receiveth  his  Income  in  Money ,  and 
the  Landlord  at  Ceus,  and  pecuniary 
Rents. 

This  fourth  Article  dilcovereth  who 
they  were  that  complained  of  railing  the 
Coin.  They  were  the  rich  Creditors,  and 
not  the  indebted  People,  to  whom  the 
raifing  of  the  Coin,  is  by  fo  much  the 
more  advantageous,  as  they  become  more 
indebted.  There  are,  befides,  athouland 
Debtors  for  one  Creditor.  Becauie  that 
he,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  Creditor  of 
one  Pcrfon,  and  Debtor  to  another,  re¬ 
mained!  only  a  Debtor,  if  he  of  whom 
he  was  Creditor  become  infolvcnt  ;  where¬ 
as  if  he  who  loleth,  be  only  a  Creditor,  ail 
the  Lofs  terminates  with  him.  This 

Chain 


* 
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Chain  reacheth  to  the  Second,  to  the 
Third,  and  lb  on.  From  hence  proceed¬ 
ed!  this  Maxim  in  Law,  which  is  yet 
more  truely  a  Maxim  of  State.  That 
Debtors  ought  always  to  be  favou¬ 
red. 

This  Maxim,  carried  too  far,  produ¬ 
ced  afevere  Policy,  which  the  Grecian 
and  Roman  Republicfc’s  fbmerimes  praCti- 
fed.  That  is,  the  difcharging  all  Engage¬ 
ments,  by  a  total  Extinction  of  Debts. 
Perhaps  they  would  not  have  gone  to  this 
Extremity,  if  they  had  known  the  true 
Ufe  of  numerary  Values. 

The  Gens,  and  pecuniary  Rents  of  Land¬ 
lords,  are  accompanied  with  other  Rents 
in  Products,  which  make  amends  by  the 
Encreale  of  their  Price.  All  that  we  have 
faid  about  Perfons  who  receive  Annuities 
from  the  King,  is  applicable  to  every  o- 
ther  Perfon,  who  receiveth  his  annual  In¬ 
come  in  Money.  Moreover,  as  the  Land¬ 
lords  are  generally  pecuniary  Debtors,  they 
will  dilcharge  their  Debts  with  greater 
Eafe.  The  Syjlem  is  a  Proof  thereof. 

The  fecond  Objection,  that  lefs  Gold 
and  Silver  is  received  from  Foreigners 
Who  buy  Goods  in  France ,  is  overturned 
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by  the  firft  Obje6lion.  For  fince  the 
Price  of  Commodities  are  railed,  this  will 
of  Courfe  be  in  Proportion  to  the  En- 
creafe  of  Money,  which  is  their  common 
Meafure:  Thus  it  remaineth  upon  the  lame 
foot,  with  Refped  to  the  Foreigner,  who 
always  payeth  in  Weight  andFinenefs,  (a) 


(a)  It  is  certain,  that  in  Commerce  between 
Nations,  the  real  Value  of  Coin,  is  princi¬ 
pally  regarded.  That  is  the  Weight  andFine¬ 
nefs  of  the  Metal.  For  in  thisCommere,  Gold 
and  Silver  are  looked  upon,  only  as  a  Mer- 
chandife  which  hath  a  general  Eftimation, 
and  is  employed  toballance  the  Account.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  it  is  never  brought  into  a  Country, 
but  when  there  is  no  Vent  for  other  foreign 
Commodities  j  and  it  is  generally,  the  worft 
Merchandize  a  Merchant  can  deal  in,  for  his 
private  Advantage.  It  is  only  made  valuable 
to  him,  as  it  can  purchafe  more  Commodi¬ 
ties,  by  the  nominal  Value  put  upon  it  in  the 
Country  to  which  he  carries  it. 

The  nominal  Value  of  Coin,  is  adapted  to 
the  particular  Circumftance  of  each  Nation. 
This  ought  to  be  the  chief  Confederation.  If 
Affairs  at  Home  be  well  managed,  they  will 
have  a  ftrong  Influence  on  foreign  Trade,  and 
Tranfaflions. 

It  is  this  nominal  Value  of  Money  that  is 

the  common  Meafure  of  Land,  Labour,  and 

all 
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Or  if  the  Price  of  Commodities  rife  in  a 
lower  Proportion,  this  would  be  more 
advantageous  to  the  Kingdom  ;  for  the 
King  might  at  his  Pieaiure  enrich  his  Sub¬ 
jects  by  railing  the  Coin  which  would 
multiply  the  numerary  Values  for  the  Buy¬ 
ers,  without  encreafing  the  Price  of  Com¬ 
modities;  and  the  Sellers,  who  would  al¬ 
ways  receive  the  lame  Sum,  would  be  no 
lefsGainei  s}oy  having  acjuick  and  ready  Sale 
of  their  Commodities,  (a)  It  is  from  this 

ap- 


all  Things,  in  particular  Nations.  And  by 
how  much  the  obtaining  this  common  Mea- 
fure,  is  rendered  eafier  to  the  People,  by  fo 
much  they  arc  better  enabled  totrafHck  among 
one  another;  and  to  perform  the  Functions 
of  Society.  This  will  of  Courfe  bring  Gold 
and  Silver  to  a  trading  Nation. 

(a)  It  may  not  be  amils,  to  tranferibe  in  this 
Place,  the  Sentiments  of  thole  Perlons,  who 
wrote  the  Papers,  which  were  publilhed  about 
the  Time  of  making  the  Peace  o (Utrecht,  and 
are  now  re-publirhed,  under  the  Tide  of  the 
Britijh  Merchant ,  upon  railing  the  Coin  in 
France. 

“  The  French  Crown-piece,  (fay  they)  is 
“  exactly  now  of  the  fame  Goodnefs  and  in- 
trinfick  Value  as  the  Englijh  Crown-piece. 
‘5  It  goes  in  France  for  five  Livres ,  and  each 

“  Livre 
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apparent  how  fuperftcial  the  Objections 
are. 


The 


“  Livre  for  twenty  Sols-,  fo  that  each  Crown- 
“  piece  goes  there  for  too  Sols  or  Pence. 

“  Our  Crown-piece  goes  for  five  Shillings, 
u  each  Shilling  for  twelve  Pence,  fo  that  our 
u  Crown-piece  goes  here  for  iixty  Pence. 

“  Before  the  War,  if  I  bought  any  Cora- 
sc  modity  in  France  which  coit  me  a  Livre , 

“  I  paid  eighteen  Pence  for  it,  as  is  well 
known  to  every  Body  that  had  Dealings 
«  there:  If  I  now  buy  the  fame  Thing  m 
«  France  for  a  Livre,  I  pay  but  one  Shilling 
«  for  it  ;  by  which  Means  all  their  Manu- 
«  fadtures  are  rendered  fo  very  cheap  to  us, 
«  that  if  there  were  but  moderate  Duties  up- 
on  their  Importation,  we  fiiould  itnmedi- 
ately  be  overwhelm’d  by  Fernch  Coinmo- 
«  dities.  For  as  their  Workmen  receive  no 
«  more  Sols  or  Pence  for  their  Days  Work 
«  or  Wages  than  they  did  formerly,  they 
“  fell  their  Cloth,  Paper,  and  Linnen,  for 
«  no  more  Sols  than  they  ufed  to  do.  There- 
“  fore  if  I  bought  heretofore  an  Ell  of  Li- 
«  nen  for  a  Livre ,  it  coft  me  then  eighteen 
“  Pence;  and  now  buying  an  Ell  of  the  fame 
«  Linen  for  a  Livre  (till,  it  cofts  me  but  one 
“  Shilling. 

“  On  the  contrary,  when  the  French 
«  bought  any  Thing  of  us  before  the  War, 

<c  if 
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The  third  Objection  relateth  to  the 
want  of  Proportion,  which  is,  without 
Doubt,  very  mifchievous.  (a)  But  it  is  in. 
tirely  independent  of  raifmg  the  Coin. 
This  Fault  of  Difproportion  in  the  Coin, 
prevailed  in  the  Aujlrian  Flanders ,  until 
it  was  remedied  by  the  Emperors  Ordi¬ 
nance  dated  the  27th  Day  of  April 

And,  in  fine,  to  trace  over  our  Prin¬ 
ciples.  It  followeth. 


1.  That 

% 


C£  if  it  coft  them  one  Pound  Sterling,  they 
u  paid  but  thirteen  Livres  for  it  5  and  if  they 
buy  now  the  fame  T  hing  for  one  Pound 
cc  Sterling,  they  pay  twenty  Livres.  Which 
<c  renders  every  Commodity  we  have  fo  very 
cc  dear  to  them,  that  it  is  hardly  poflible  they 
fhould  take  any  Thing  from  us,  but  what 
cc  they  have  an  abfolute  Neceffity  for. 

(a)  This  is  a  real  Mifchief,  which  ought 
to  be  remedied  in  every  Country,  It  prevailed 
for  a  long  Time  in  Ireland ,  and  we  heartily 
^7ifh,  the  Alteration,  lately  made  in  the  nomi¬ 
nal  Value  of  the  Coin  current  in  this  King¬ 
dom,  may  anfwer  the  good  Intentions  of  the 
Perfons  who  brought  it  about. 
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i.  That  the  numerary  Value,  (or 
Money)  hath  not  any  intrinfick  Value, 
bur  Weight  and  Finenefs. 

a.  That,  having  been  railed  from  one 
to  above  fixry,  without  impairing  either 
Trade  or  the  King’s  Revenue,  it  is  indif- 
ferenc  to  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

3.  It  ought  not  to  be  raifed,  but 
when  the  King’s  Debts  become  fo  great, 
that  the  numerary  Value  of  the  Taxes 
are  not  fufficient  to  difcharge  them. 
The  Taxes,  and  the  Coin  ought  to  be 
railed  together,  according  to  this  funda¬ 
mental  Rule,  {a) 


4.  Even 


(a)  The  Author  ftates  but  one  Cafe  of  Ne- 
ceffity  to  raife  the  nominal  Value  of  Coin, 
and  perhaps  it  is  the  only  one  can  happen  in 
trance .  That  Kingdom  gainetb,  as  our  Au¬ 
thor  faith,  in  another  Part  of  this  EfTay,  by 
its  Commerce  with  every  Country.  It  hath 
fewAbfente.es  to  drain  away  its  Wealth,  and 
whatever  may  be  carried  our  of  the  Country, 
by  Travellers,  Soldiers,  Ecclefiafticks,  and 
fuch  Means,  is  more  than  recompenced  by 

Numbers  of  Foreigners  drawn  into  France  by 

the 
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4.  Even  then,  to  avoid  the  Expence 
of  Coinage,  and  the  Dilproportioa  be¬ 
tween  o!d  Coin  or  Bullion^  and  the  new 
Coin,  the  raifing  in  the  Coin  ought  to 
be,  without  a  Recoinage,  to  favour  the 
People,  whom  this  final!  Profit  will  en¬ 
courage  ;  for  they  are  not  clear-fighted 
enough  to  perceive  that  raifing  the  Coin, 
even  by  a  recoinage,  will  enable  them  to 
pay  the  publick  Taxes^  with  greater  Eafe, 

5.  If 


the  Gayety  of  the  Nation,  and  many  Allure¬ 
ments  which  invite  them  thither. 

Countries  which  are  only  in  the  Infancy 
of  Improvements,  will  want  the  Aid  of  pru¬ 
dent  Management.  Heavy  Taxes  are  very  de¬ 
ft  ru  6b  ive  to  a  Nation,  but  generally  fp caking. 
Taxes  are  eafier  paid  by  a  Nation,  than  Sums  of 
Money  carried  away  by  Abfdntees.  It  is  the 
fame  Thing,  when  an  ill  directed  Commerce 
carrieth  Money  away,  to  pay  the  Balance  of 
Trade  to  Foreigners.  The  Money  levied  by 
Taxes  is  generally  expended  in  the  Country 
that  pays  them,  and  they  very  frequently  pro¬ 
mote  Induftry  and  Parfimony.  The  Expend- 
ings  of  Abfentees,  and  the  Balance  againft  a 
Nation,  are  alway  hurtful.  They  cannot  pro¬ 
duce  any  good  Effedls :  But  they  are  mif- 
fchievous,  not  only  as  they  ferve  to  impove- 
rifh  the  Nation,  but  aifo,  as  they  contribute 
to  enrich  other  Countries, 
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5-,  If  vve  may  be  allowed  to  apply  our 
Thoughts  fully  to  theic  Principles  ;  we 
think  that  the  nominal  Value  of  the 
Coiu  is,  at  this  Time,  in  a  juft  Proporti¬ 
on  with  the  publick  Taxes,  and  that  any 
alteration  therein,  would  be  hurtful. 


XJ  CHAP, 
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t- 


CHAP.  XVII. 


Of  Exchange. 


IK 


XCHANGE,  is  a  manner  of  re- 
f~"* ,  milting  Money  from  one  Place  to 
another,  by  a  Bill,  which  directs  how 
it  is  to  be  paid. 

T  h  e  Far  of  Exchange  confifteth  in 
receiving  at  the  Place  of  Payment,  as 
much  Money  of  the  lame  Weight  and 
Finenefs,  as  is  paid  for  the  Bill. 

Thus  he,  who  at  this  Time,  for  three 
Livres  given  at  ‘Paris,  receiveth  in  H ol- 
land  fifty-four  Denier s  gro/s,  or  in  Lon¬ 
don  thirty  Fence  Sterling,  receiveth  as 
much  as  he  payeth.  If  he  receive  lels  than 
fifty-four  Deniers  grofs,  or  than  thirty 

Fence 
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Pence  Sterling ,  he  lofeth ;  if  he  receives 
more  he  gaineth. 

What  maketh  every  Thing  dear,  is, 
there  being  more  Bayers  of  ic  than 
Sellers.  Corn  groweth  dearer,  when  there 
islefs  at  Marker^  than  there  is  a  Demand 
for. 

When  there  are  more  Bills  of  Exchange 
\vanting,  than  there  are  Drawers  of  Bills 
to  fupply  them,  then  the  Bills  grow  dear¬ 
er,  and  he  who  wanteth  the  Bill,  payeth 
more  Money  for  it  than  he  is  to  receive 
at  the  Place  of  Payment ;  this  is  the  dif- 
advantageous  Exchange.  When  there  are 
more  Drawers  of  Bills,  the  Perlon  who 
wanteth  them  giveth  left  Money  for  the 
Bill,  than  he  is  to  receive  at  the  Place  of 
Payment;  and  the  Exchange  is  advan¬ 
tageous. 

The  advantageous  Exchange  arifeth 
then  from  a  greater  Plenty  of  Bills  of 
Exchange  than  are  wanted.  Now  a  Mer¬ 
chant  doth  not  draw  Bills  of  Exchange 
upon  a  Country,  but  becaufe  he  hath  a 
Fund  there.  Wherefore,  if  there  are 
more  Bills  of  Exchange  offered,  than  are 
wanted';  there  are  more  Dealers,  who 
have  Funds  in  the  Counrry  upon  which 
the  Bills  are  to  be  drawn,  than  there  are 

U  a  Dealers 
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Dealers  who  want  to  pay  their  Debts 
there,  and  coniequently  the  Country,  up¬ 
on  which  the  Bills  are  offered,  is  Debtor. 
From  whence  this  Conclufion  is  obvious: 
That  Exchange  doth  not  render  a  Coun¬ 
try  either  Creditor,  or  Debtor ;  but  is 
only  an  Indication  which  of  the  two 
it  is.  .a 

There  may  however  be  an  Exception 
to  this  Rule,  which  cannot  continue  but 
for  alhortTime.  As,  upon  a  fudden  Diff- 
credit,  occafioned  by  extraordinary  Cir- 
cumftances  ;  fuch  as  a  Dread  of  the 
Chamber  of  Juftice,  Redudtion  of  the 
Royal  Securities,  or  the  Fifa ;  for  then 
every  Perlon  is  in  hafte  to  fend  his  Effects 
into  foreign  Countries.  Thus,  without 
being  Debtor  to  a  Country,  the  Exchange 
falieth  all  at  once,  by  the  great  Demand 
for  Bills,  but  it  foon  rifeth  again  with 
oreat  Advantage;  ‘becaufe  the  Country  to 
which  the  Bills  have  been  fent,  and 
fecurely  conveyed,  becometh  thereby 
more  indebted. 

1  f  the  Exchange  between  France  and 
all  other  Countries,  be  not  always  to  the 
Advantage  of  France ,  it  muff  proceed 
from  lome  Caufe,  foreign  to  the  prelent 
Courfe  of  Trade  ;  becaufe  there  is  no 
Nation  whatfoever,that  doth  not  take  more 
Commodities  from  France ,  chau  France 

taketh 
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taketh  from  them.  1  a)  And  if,  in  the  laft 
Reign,  the  Exchange  with  the  Dutch,  was 
always  to  our  Diiadvantage,  it  did  proceed 

U  )  from 


(a)  This  ought  to  put  other  Nations,  upon 
confidering  the  Situation  of  their  Commerce 
with  France.  It  is  certain  the  Balance  of 
Trade  between  Irelandznd  France ,  is  very  much 
to  the  Difad  vantage  of  Ireland.  This  appeareth 
even  upon  the  Foot  of  the  Account.  But  it  will 
appear  yet  more  difadvantageous  when  the 
Articles  of  the  Account  cometo  beconfidercd. 
All  the  Commodities  that  are  carried  from  Ire¬ 
land  into  France ,  are  either  Provillons,  neceflary 
to  the  Life  of  Man,  or  Materials  for  Manu¬ 
factures.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Merchan¬ 
dizes  brought  from  France ,  are  fuch  as  feed 
Luxury,  and  are  no  way  neceflary  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland^  if  we  except  Salt,  which  can 
be  had  from  other  Countries,  and  is  neceflary 
in  curing  the  great  Quantities  of  Beef,  Butter, 
and  raw  Hides  exported  from  Ireland ,  as  alfo  in 
Fifheries,  when  they  come  to  be  fet  on  Foot. 
But  France  is  fo  careful  in  managing  their 
Trade  with  Ireland ,  that  although  it  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  carry  Irijh  Beef  into  France,  in  order 
to  be  fent  to  their  Colonies,  where  it  feem- 
eth  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  yet  the  Con- 
fumption  thereof  in  France ,  or  even  in  vic¬ 
tualling  their  Ships,  is  prohibited.  The  Im¬ 
portation  of  Butter  is  not,  at  all  Times, 

permitted  from  Ireland ,  upon  an  equal  Foot 

with 
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from  the  ufurious  Loans  made  by  them 
to  the  Farmers  ot  the  Revenue,  and  to 
thole  who  undertook  to  fupply  the  King's 
Armies,  who  were  conftancly  indebtedto 

thc  ®«fA.  And  befidcs,  the  reciprocal 
Fiohibicion  of  Trade,  lowered  thePrice  of 
our  Commodities,  which  Foreigners  could 

n°c  C°  ta^e  away»  but  under 

the  Difficulties,  and  Formality  of  PafT- 
ports. 

Thus,  let  it  befuppofed,  that  the  Ex- 
change  with  Molland  is,  by  one  of  thofe 
Events  we  have  mentioned,  become  dif- 

to  us  ;  then,  the  Manage - 
fnents  upon  the  Change t  (a)  in  order 

*°  i^PPorC  ^ie  ^ate  of  Exchange,  are 
inenedfuai,  or  perhaps  detrimental,  and 
the  Legidator  ought  not  to  intermeddle 
therein,  unlels  it  be  to  convey  Money  thU 

ther  in  Speeie,  which  is  always  advanta¬ 
geous. 

T  h  e  s  E 


wvu1  Holland.  And  it  is  well  known  that 
Eilh  from  Ireland ,  in  many  Articles  and  Cir- 
cumftances,  is  counterband,  although  it  be  a 
free  Trade  from  Holland.  So  little  Reafon 
<t  vx  the  Peopie  of  Ireland  to  be  fond  of  this 
Jsranch  of  Trade,  and  fo  greatly  have  they  it 
jn  then  Power  to  render  it  more  beneficial. 

(a)  Les  Manoeuvres  de  la  Place. 
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These  two  Propofitions ,  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  any  Managements  upon 
the  Change,  in  Order  to  fupport  the  Rate 
of  Exchange;  and  that  Money  in  Specie 
ought  to  be  feut  abroad,  will  be  contro¬ 
verted.  The  firft,  by  lome  Dealers,  who  fee 
nothing  beyond  the  prelent  Time.  The 
other,  by  thofewhonot  being  acquainted 
with  the  Principles  of  Exchange  and  Com¬ 
merce,  fancy  that  this  Money  lent  into  a 
foreign  Country,  is  loft  to  France.  We 
will  proceed  to  anfwer  thefe  Objections. 

The  Managements  upon  the  Change, 
Can  conlift  in  nothing  elle,  than  the  offering 
of  Bills  of  Exchange,  upon  Terms  advanta¬ 
geous  to  thofe  who  want  them.  This  is 
the  only  Way  to  lupport  the  Rate  of  Ex¬ 
change.  But  this,  far  from  dilcharging 
the  Debt  due  from  the  Nation,  will  ren¬ 
der  it,  yet  further  indebted  for  the  Over¬ 
plus  of  the  Tar  of  the  Bills.  We  mull 
always  return  to  the  Balance  of  the  Ac¬ 
count.  What  followeth  will  further  ex¬ 
plain  this  Matter.  But  thefe  Manage¬ 
ments  are  the  Buffnefs  rather  of  Stock- 
Jobbers,  who  may  expert  to  gain  there¬ 
by,  than  of  a  Minifter  of  State,  who  per¬ 
fectly  knows  the  Principles  of  Exchange. 

U  4  As 


A  s  to  the  fecond  Proportion,  it  rauft 
be  rcmembrcd  that  the  Exchange  is  dilad- 
vanrageous  to  us,  only  becaule  we  arc 
Debtors  •  and  we  muft  continue  Co,  until 
\v c  have  paid  the  Debt.  Now  the  Pay¬ 
ment  cannot  be  made  by  Bills  of  Ex- 
change,  became  the  Bill  of  Exchange  is 
but  a  new  Continuation  of  the  Debt  or 
rasner  a  Transfer  of  the  Debt,  from’the 
Taker  to  the  Drawer  of  the  Bill.  Nor 
can  tire  Payment  be  made  in  Merchandize 
becaulc  according  to  the  Suppofition, they 
are  not  wanted.  So  that  the  Exchange 
will  continue  to  our  Diladvantage,  until 

the  Debt  be  paid,  and  confequently  can¬ 
not  be  too  Ptwvt; i «»  l..  r- 

thither. 


A  n  d,  although  Holland  fhould,  during 
the  Time  of  carrying  the  Money  thither, 
take  Commodities  from  us,  fufficient  to 
pay  the  Debt,  yet,  that  Country  would 
become  Debtor  to  us,  for  all  the'  Money 
lent  thither,  and  would  be  obliged  to  lend 
jr  back  to  France ,  or  the  Exchange 
would  always  be  to  the  Diladvantage  of 
Holland,  " 


I  r 
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It  is  evident  that  the  Balance  of 
Trade,  between  two  Nations  cannot  be 
made  even,  but  by  Commodities,  or  by 
Money  5  and  if  it  be  fiippol'ed  that  one  of 
the  Nations,  by  the  Fertility  of  its  Soil, 
doth  always  furnilh  more  Commodities, 
the  other  mult  of  NecefTity  pay  the  Ba¬ 
lance  in  Money.  It  is  thus  that  the 
Nations  of  Europe,  who  all  receive  more 
Commodifies  from  France,  than  France 
takes  from  them,  are  obliged  to  pay  their 
Debts:  Which  they  commonly  do  by 
the  Way  of  Spain.  For  that  Country 
being  fupplied  from  other  Nations,  with 
moll  of  the  Commodities  it  confumeth, 
and  pot  having  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
other  Produ&s  to  give  in  Exchange  for 
them,  mult  pay  the  Difference  with  Gold 
and  Silver. 

L  e  t  us  add  a  Word  or  two  more  about 
lending  of  Money  into  a  foreign  Country, 
which  molt  People  look  upon  as  hurtful. 
Do  they  imagine  it  is  given  away  for  no¬ 
thing  ?  If  the  Balance  of  Trade  be  a- 
gainft  us,  we  cannot  difcharge  that  Ba¬ 
lance  by  any  other  Way  than  this.  If 
the  Account  be  even,  the  foreign  Coun¬ 
try  becpmeth  our  Debtor,  our  Tributary, 
and  the  Exchange,  will  always  be  to  our 

Advantage. 
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Advantage.  One  would  think  that  to 
remove  this  Prejudice,  it  were  fufhcient 
to  ihew  the  Folly  of  it,  and  yet  it  {till 
fubfifteth. 

Exchange  carried  on  from  one  Coun¬ 
try  to  another,  by  making  the  Remit¬ 
tance  pafs  through  intermediate  Countries, 
as  for  Inftance,  to  remit  Money  to  Hol¬ 
land,  by  Cadiz,  Londont  Hamburgh ,  or 
other  Places,  dependeth  upon  the  lame 
Principles. 

The  Ordinance  of  Lewis  XIV  about 
the  Failure  of  Dealers,  and  Bankrupts, 
{a)  the  greateft  Plague  of  Trade,  leaveth 

nothing 


(#)  This  Prejudice  was  fo  ftrong  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  laft  Century,  that  it  was  pro- 
pofed  not  to  allow  of  any  foreign  Commerce, 
but  by  the  way  of  Barter,  or  Exchange  of 
Commodities,  on  the  Part  of  France.  This 
was  to  deftroy  Trade,  or  at  leaft  to  reduce  it 
to  the  primitive  Commerce  of  Savages. 

(a)  The  Laws  of  France,  and  perhaps  of  all 
other  trading  Countries,  except  Ireland ,  make 
a  Difference  between  Dealers,  who  through 
inevitable  Accidents  become  incapable  of  pay¬ 
ing  their  Debts,  and  Bankrupts  who  delign- 

edly 
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nothing  more  to  be  wiftied  for  on  that 
Head.  The  more  one  admireth  the  W if- ' 
dom  of  the  Legiflator  in  his  Laws,  the 

more 


edly  defraud  their  Creditors.  This  is  a  Sub- 
je£t  that  would  require  more  room  than  this 
Place  will  allow,  to  treat  it  as  fully  as  it  de- 
ferveth.  It  is  a  Matter  of  great  Importance 
to  every  trading  Nation,  for  as  our  Author 
obferveth,  fraudulent  Bankrupts  are  the  Pelt 
of  Commerce  \  as  therefore  our  Author  com¬ 
mends  the  Laws  of  France  in  this  Part  of  its 
Polity,  an  Abftraft  of  them  is  incerted  at  the 
End  of  this  Chapter,  and  the  Reader  is  here 
prefented  with  the  Sentiments  of  De  Wit ,  on 
the  different  manner  he  thinks  an  unfortunate 
Dealer ,  and  a  fraudulent  Bankrupt  ought  to  be 
trcntcd 

<c  And  feeing  (faith  he)  we  ought  on  the 
tc  one  Side  to  compare  thefe  Fugitives,  and 
U  bafe  unworthy  Cheats  ”  (meaning  the  frau¬ 
dulent  Bankrupts )  “  to  thofe  vagrant  and 
«  thievifb  Drones  among  the  Bees,  which  by 
all  means  ought  to  be  kept  out  of  the 
“  Land,  or  to  be  purfued  and  deflroyed :  So, 
on  the  contrary,  we  ought  to  look  on  all 
“  honefl  Merchants,  who  through  want  of 
«  Forefight,  by  the  Injuflice  or  breaking  of 
“  others,  by  Storms,  Misfortunes,  Robbe- 
«  ries  at  Sea,  or  War,  have  loft  their  own 
«  Eftates,  and  part  of  others,  and  fo  cannot 

“  pay 
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more  one  fearech  RemifTuefs  in  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  them. 

-  •  .  * 1 

The  Objections  raifed  by  Cafuifts  a- 
gainfi  caking  Inrerefl  for  Money,  ought 
noc  to  be  extended  to  the  Affairs  of 

T  rade. 


cc  pay  their  Debts :  I  fay,  we  ought  to  re- 
cc  gard  them  as  profitable  Bees  with  Compaf- 
cc  fion,  declaring  and  promifing  them,  that 
4C  all  fuch  Perfons,  making  their  Loffes  ap- 
44  pear,  and  not  withdrawing  themfelves  from 
cc  Juftice,  fhall  referve,  and  hold  to  their 
cc  own  Ufe  the  tenth  Part  of  what  they  had 
cc  to  begin  to  trade  with  at  firft,  and  not  be 
44  troubled  at  all  by  their  former  Creditors, 
44  and  may  remain  in  good  Name  and  Fame 
44  with  their  Children,  though  they  had  en- 
44  joyed  great  Portions  or  other  Gifts,  as  be- 
44  ing  a  righteous  Fruit  of  their  Uprightnefs, 
44  and  a  Comfort  in  their  Adverfity.  But 
44  feeing  between  thefe  mifchievous  Thieves, 
44  and  their  Children,  and  thefe  unfortunate 
44  Lofers,  who  are  much  to  be  lamented, 
44  there  is  no  Difference,  either  in  Punifh- 
44  ment  or  Infamy,  it  caufeth  many  who 
44  otherwife  would  be  honeft,  through  Ne- 
44  ceffity  to  ftep  out  of  the  honeft  Way,  and 
<c  to  take  ill  Collides.  For  if  Opportunity 
44  makes  a  Thief,  Neceflity  does  it  much 
44  more. 
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Trade,  thatknoweth  no  Law  but  publick 
Authority,  which  is  always  conformable 
to  Religion  The  Rate  of  Exchange  is 
always  arbitrary,  becaule  of  the  Hazara 
in  Remittances  and  in  Returns. 


Hjg  v.  •  <■  ■  •  */i 

-  ^  <1  { 

An 
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An  ABSTRACT  of  Part  of  the  Ordinance 
made  in  France  by  K.  Lewis  XIV.  in  the 

Month  of  March,  1673,  commonly  called  the 
Code  Marchand. 

T  I  T  L  E  XL 

'  .  ..  \  \  ft 

Of  Bankrupts. 

Article  I. 

-  ,  »  4,  iyf  .  \ 

A  Bankrupt  fhall  be’  reputed  publick  from 
the  Day  that  the  Debtor  abicondeth,  or  that 
his  Goods  are  feized. 

II. 

All  Bankrupts  fhall  be  obliged  to  give  their 
Creditors  an  Account  certify’d  by  them,  of 
all  they  poflefs,  and  of  all  they  owe. 

III. 

All  Bankers,  Merchants,  and  Dealers,  be¬ 
coming  Bankrupts,  fhall  likewife  be  obliged 
to  give  up  their  Books,  numbered  and  flou- 
lifhed  in  the  Form  preferibed  by  the  1,  2,  2, 
4,  f ,  <5,  and  7th  Articles  of  the  third  Title, 
to  be  depofited  in  the  Hands  of  the  Clerks  of 
the  refpe&ive  Courts,  or  of  their  own  Credi¬ 
tors,  as  they  pleafe. 

IV. 

We  declare  null  all  the  Alignments,  Ceffi- 
ons,  Sales,  and  Deeds  of  Gift,  of  all  Effects 
and  Goods,  moveable  and  immoveable,  made 

to 
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to  defraud  Creditors  •,  and  our  Pleafure  is,  that 
all  fuch  Goods  and  Effects  fo  conveyed,  {hall 
neverthelefs  be  added  to  the  common  Mats  of 
the  other  Effedts  and  Goods  of  Bankrupts . 

V. 

The  Refolutions  taken  by  the  plurality  of 
Voices  in  the  Afiembly  of  the  Creditors,  for 
the  Recovery  of  the  Bankrupts  Effedts,  and 
Payment  of  his  Debts,  fhall  be  executed  by 
Provifion^ and  notwithftandingall  Oppofitions 
and  Appeals. 

VL 

The  Voices  of  the  Creditors  {hall  not  pre¬ 
vail,  according  to  the  Number  of  the  Per- 
fons,  but  according  to  the  Sums  due  to  the 
faid  Perfons,  in  Cafe  they  amount  in  all  to 
three  fourths  of  the  whole. 

VII. 

In  Cafe  any  Number  of  the  Creditors,  their 
Debts  not  exceeding  one  fourth  of  the  whole,* 
make  any  Oppofition,  or  refufe  to  fign  the 
Refolutions  of  the  other  Creditors,  the  faid  Re¬ 
folutions  fhall  be  approved  of,  and  confirmed 
before  the  refpedtive  Judges,  and  duly  put  in 
Execution,  as  if  they  had  figned. 

vm. 

We  do  not  hereby  mean  to  invalidate,  or 
derogate  from  the  Privileges  and  Rights  that 
Perfons  may  have  to  the  Goods  and  Effects, 
moveable  or  immoveable,  of  the  Bankrupts , 
given  them  as  a  Security  for  any  Sum  or  Sums 
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of  Money,  which  Right  lhall  be  preferved 
inure;  nor  lhall  the  Perfons  that  have  fuch 
AiTurances,  be  obliged  to  enter  into  any  Com- 

pofition  or  Agreement,  for  the  Sums  for  which 
they  have  the  fame. 

IX. 

The  ready  Money,  and  the  Produce  of 
Moveables  and  other  Effe&s,  lhall  be  depoli- 
ted  in  the  Hands  of  fuch  as  lhall  be  named  by 
the  plurality  of  Voices  in  the  AlTembly  of 
the  Creditors ;  nor  lhall  they  be  claimed  by 
the  Receivers  of  Alignments,  Clerks,  Nota¬ 
ries,  JJlhers,  Serjeants,  or  other  publick  Per¬ 
fons;  nor  lhall  any  Fees  be  taken  by  them,  or 
by  the  Perfons  in  whole  Hands  they  are  lodged, 
under  Pain  of  being  proceeded  again!!  as  Ex¬ 
tortioners. 


X. 

All  Perfons  who  conceal  their EfFe&s,  let 
up  lham  Creditors,  or  declare  more  than 
is  due  to  the  true  Creditors,  are  declared  frau¬ 
dulent  Bankrupts. 

XI. 

All  Bankers,  Merchants,  and  Dealers,  who 
upon  their  breaking,  do  notgive  up  theirBooks 
ligned,  with  the  Leaves  numbered  and  flou- 
rilhed,  as  is  before  ordained,  lhall  be  reputed 
fraudulent  Bankrupts. 

XII. 

All  falfe  and  fraudulent  Bankrupts  lhall  be 
profecuted  extraordinarily,  and  punifhed  with 
Death.  XIII. 
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All  fuch  as  aid  and  aflifl:  fraudulent  Bank¬ 
rupts  in  withdrawing  their  Effe£ts,  accepting 
of  pretended  Alignments,  Sales,  or  Deeds  of 
Gift,  tending  (to  their  Knowledge)  to  the  de¬ 
frauding  of  their  Creditors,  or  declaring  them- 
felves  Creditors  without  being  fo,  or  for 
greater  Sums  than  are  due  to  them,  fhall  be 
condemned  to  pay  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  hundred 
Livr.es-  Fine,  and  double  the  Value  of  what 
fhall  be  withdrawn,  or  demanded  too  much, 
to  the  Profit  of  the  Creditors. 

A.s  fome  of  thefe  Articles  refer  to  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  keeping  Books,  preferibed  in  ano¬ 
ther  Part  of  the  Ordinance,  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  tranfcribe  the  Articles  in  which  that 
Method  is  contained.  They  are  as  followeth. 

TITLE  III. 

Of  Banker s.)  Merchants ,  and  Shopkeepers  Books. 

Article  I. 

All  Merchants,  and  Dealers,  either  by 
wholefale  or  Retail,  fhall  keep  a  Book,  in 
which  fhall  be  entered  all  their  Bufinefs,  and 
Bills  of  Exchange,  their  Debts  and  Credits, 
and  their  Expences  in  Houte-keeping, 


The  Brokers  of  Exchange  fhall  infert  all 

the  Bills  and  other  Bufinefs  by  them  nego- 

X  tiated 


' 


i 


■  n 
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tiatcd  in  a  Day-Book,  to  which  the  Parties 
may  have  Recouric,  in  Cafe  of  any  Difpute. 

III. 

The  Books  of  all  Merchants  and  Dealers, 
either  by  wholefale  or  Retail,  fhall  be  figned 
on  the  firlt  and  laft  Leaves,  by  one  of  the 
Contuls,  in  Towns  where  any  are,  and  in  other 
Places,  by  the  Mayor,  or  one  of  the  Echevins , 
without  any  Fees  or  Charges,  and  the  Leaves 
fhall  be  flourifhed  and  numbered,  from  the 
firft  to  the  laft,  by  fuch  as  the  Mayor,  Con- 
fu1,  or  other  proper  judge  fhall  appoint  for 
that  Purpofe. 

IV. 

The  Books  of  the  Brokers  of  Exchange 
fhall  be  numbered  and  figned  on  every  Leaf,  by 
oneot  the  Confuls  \  and  Mention  fhall  be  made, 
in  the  firft  Leaf,  of  the  Name  of  the  Broker, 
and  the  Quality  of  the  Book,  whether  it  is  to 
be  a  Journal,  Leger,  Cafh-Book,  or  other, 
which  fhall  likewife  be  inferred  in  the  Re¬ 
cords  of  the  Clerk’s  Office,  of  the  refpedfcivc 
Courts. 


V. 

All  Journals  fnall  be  kept  in  due  Order  of 
Date,  the  Sum  fpecified  at  the  End  of  every 
Article,  and  nothing  fhall  be  written  in  the 
Margin. 

VI. 

All  Merchants,  Dealers,  and  Brokers,  fhall 
be  obliged,  within  fix  Months  after  Publica- 

*  tion 
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tion  of  this  our  prefent  Ordinance,  to  make 
new  Books,  figned,  numbered  and  flourilhed, 
as  is  above  direftedj  into  which  they  lhall 
transfer  the  Extra£ls  or  Balances  of  their  old 
Books. 

VII. 

All  Merchants  and  Dealers,  by  wholefale 
and  Retail,  lhall  put  up  in  Bundles  the  Let¬ 
ters  they  receive,  and  lhall  infert  in  a  Book, 
the  Copies  of  thofe  they  write. 

VIIL 

All  Merchants  and  Dealers  lhall,  in  like 
manner,  be  obliged,  within  the  aforefaid 
Term  of  fix  Months,  to  make  under  their 
Hands,  and  figned  by  them,  an  Inventory  of 
all  their  Effe£ts,  moveable  and  immoveable, 
and  of  all  their  Debts  and  Credits,  which 
lhall  be  renewed  once  every  two  Years. 

IX. 

The  producing  of  Merchants  Books  and 
Inventories,  cannot  be  required  nor  ordered 
in  Law,  except  in  Cafe  of  Succefiion,  or  Se¬ 
paration  of  Parcnerlhips,  or  in  the  Cafe^f 

Bankrupt* 

X. 

However,  if  any  Merchant  hath  a  Mind 
to  make  ufe  of  his  Books,  or  if  the  Party 
concerned  doth  offer  to  appeal  to  them,  the 
producing  ot  them  may  be  ordered  to  extract 
only  what  relates  to  the  Difference. 

X  z  The 
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The  Laws  in  England ,  with  Relation  to 
Bankrupts,  are  often  exclaimed  againft,  in  a 
Country  where  it  is  not  yet  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  make  any  Provifion  for  the  Relief  of 
Dealers,  who  through  Misfortune  are  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  paying  their  Debts.  Per¬ 
haps  there  may  be  fome  Reafon  to  complain 
o{  the  extravagant  Expences  which  attend 
CommlJJions  of  Bankrupcy  in  England .  Perhaps 
there  may  be  Reafon  to  complain  of  the  manner 
in  which  thefe  Commiffions  are  executed. 
And  perhaps  many  Frauds  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  Bankrupts  $  yet,  notwithftanding 
all  theie  Mifchiefs,  the  general  Inconveni- 
ency  oi  being  without  a  Law  of  this  Kind, 
makes  it  be  deemed  neceflary  in  England , 
and  indeed,  generally  fpeaking,  in  all  trading 
Countries  whatfoever,  except  Irelatid. 

If  the  Laws  of  England  are  not  a  pro¬ 
per  Model  for  Ireland  to  follow,  may  not  the 
Laws  and  Cufloms  ot  other  Nations  be  taken 
into  Confideration,  and,  from  the  whole,  a 
proper  Law  be  digefted  for  the  Benefit  of 
Ireland  ? 

Thefe  Remarks  are  intended,  to  induce 
Perfons  who  are  capable  of  fuch  a  Work,  to 
think  of  it.  Is  it  not  furprifing  to  fee  that 
Ft  * ance  has  fuch  wife  Regulations  to  prevent 
Frauds,  and  fuch  good  Rules  to  fettle  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Dealers  who  are  fallen  into  Misfor¬ 
tunes,  and  yet  that  the  People  of  Ireland , 
who  look  upon  the  French  as  infinitely  be¬ 
neath  themfelves  in  the  Enjoyment  of  Liberty, 
can  negleft  this  Piece  of  Polity,  which  is  fo 

efientially 
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eflentially  neceflary  to  Trade?  And  rather 
choofe  to  fee  their  Jay  Is  crowded  with  mi- 
lerable  Debtors.  A  Sight  never  to  be  feen  in 
France ,  or  to  force  them  to  quit  their  Country. 

If  it  were  proper  to  call  to  Mind  the 
Tranfadtions  of  a  few  Years,  we  could  give 
Inflances  of  feveral  private  Adis  of  Bankrupcy 
(pardon  the  Expreffion)  made  in  Ireland ,  and 
perhaps  more  fuch  private  Laws  will  be  foon 
defired.  If  then  the  general  Interefl  of  the 
Kingdom  require  fuch  'private  Laves ,  why  is 
it  not  ufeful  to  make  a  general  Law,  to  dif- 
courage  (no  Law  can  be  fufficient  intirely  to 
prevent)  Fraud,  put  an  end  to  Strife,  and  re¬ 
lieve  Men  from  the  Hand  of  Qppreflion  ?  If 
it  be  faid,  that  the  Expences  attending  the 
Execution  of  this  Law  in  England ,  are  too 
great  j  why  may  they  not  be  abridged  ?  It  is 
an  eafy  Matter  to  remove  this  Objedtion, 
becaufe  the  Law,  will  be  new  in  Ireland , 
and  no  Perfon  has  a  Right,  which  will  be 
pleaded,  to  any  Fees  or  Perquifites  that  may 
be  thereby  leffened. 

Let  it  be  further  obferved,  that  the  Ex¬ 
pences  of  obtaining  the  few  private  Adis  of 
Bankrupcy  lately  parted  in  Ireland ,  and  the 
Charge  of  executing  them,  are  computed  to 
exceed  the  Charges  attending  all  the  Com- 
miffions  ifiued  againft  Bankrupts  in  England , 
for  thefe  laft  fix  Years  %  and  it  is  believed 
they  are  more  than  double  the  Expences  in 
France  and  Holland ,  about  the  Affairs  of  Bank¬ 
rupcy  ,  in  the  fame  Period. 

x  3 
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We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  as  the 
Affairs  of  Ireland  feem  to  call  forfuch  a  Law 
the  Objection  againft  yfo  for  Relief  of 
Creditors ,  by  infiituting  a  fummary  Method  of 
fettling  the  Affairs  of  Bankrupts  other 
Per  forts  ^  who  are  either  unable  or  unwilling  to 
pay  their  Debts ,  on  Account  of  Expeniive- 
nefs  in  the  Execution  thereof,  is  without 
Foundation. 
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Of  publick  Credit. 


DURING  the  laft  War,  Spain  re- 
ceived  the  ordinary  Tributes  trom 
Mexico  and  ‘Peru ,  and  France  drew  very 
large  Sums  of  Money  from  the  South- 
Seas.  At  length  the  contending  Powers, 
which  included  almoft  all  Europe ,  being 
drained  of  Money,  made  a  Peace.  What 
became  then,  of  thole  prodigious  Sums, 
theLofs  of  which  reduced  the  States  and 
the  People  of  F,urope  into  Milery  ? 
Evil  Adminiftration  had  been  general, 
and  our  Enemies  and  our  Neighbours, 
in  as  miferable  Circumftances  as  we,  have 
had  fewer  Means  of  retrieving. 


X  4  Ever v 
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Every  Thing  was  at  a  Stand,  and 
under  Difficulties,  in  the  midft  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  becaufe  Credit,  which  is  a 
thouland  times  more  valuable,  was  want¬ 
ing.  Wealth  confdleth  in  the  Producti¬ 
ons  of  the  Earth,  in  the  Induftry  of  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  in  the  Pledges  of  Permu¬ 
tations.  The  two  firft  were  entire,  the 
third  is  always  arbitrary,  Why  fhould 
there  then  be  a  Want  of  it? 

Let  us  repeat  it,  and  repeat  it  again, 
that  Countries  of  great  Productions,  and 
free  from  the  Dread  of  Revolutions  which 
overturn  States,  will  always  be,  whether 
in  Peace,  or  in  War,  wealthy  and  pow¬ 
erful,  when  the  Credits  and  the  Circula¬ 
tions  are  proportioned  to  their  Wants. 
There  are  not  more  Commodities  con- 
fumed  at  one  time  than  another;’  and 
a  greater  Confumption  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  an  Advantage,  when  the  Earth  pro- 
duceth  abundantly. 

The  Encreale  of  ordinary  Expences 
are  always  reduceable  to  the  Confumption 
and  the  Price  of  Commodities.  Military 
Men,  generally  confume  their  Income, 
and  their  Appointments,  beforehand.  The 
ufurious  Lenders  of  Money  therefore,  and 
the  Farmers  of  the  Revenue,  or  Con¬ 
tractors 
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tractors  with  the  King,  are  the  only  Per- 
fons  who  gain  by  War.  An  abundant 
Circulation,  that  is  to  bay,  a  lufficient 
Quantity  of  the  Pledges  of  Permutations, 
neceflarily  deftroyeth  Uiury ;  and  the 
World  is  grown  too  wife,  to  exclaim 
againft  Riches  acquired  by  lawful  Con¬ 
tracts  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  Sub¬ 
jects.  It  is  the  fupreme  legiilative  Pow¬ 
er  that  authorifes  the  Ways  to  acquire 
Riches,  and  gives  Titles  of  Property. 
Our  Contracts  derive  their  Value  and 
their  Force  from  thence  alone.  Thus  the 
Induftry  and  prudent  Management  of 
Farmers  of  the  Revenue,  and  Contra¬ 
ctors  with  the  King,  are  asneceflary  and 
as  ufeful,  as  the  Induftry  and  prudent 
Management  employed  in  Commerce  and 
in  other  Profeftions.  It  is  the  Bufmefs  of 
the  King  to  reform  and  punifh  the  Abu- 
les,  if  there  be  any,  and  to  let  them  en¬ 
joy,  in  eafe,  the  Fruits  of  their  Labour, 
which  may  alfo  conftitute  a  new  Branch 
of  Credit. 

The  Debts  of  a  State  are  Debts  due 
from  the  right  Hand  to  the  left,  where¬ 
by  the  Body  will  not  find  it  felf  weak¬ 
ened,  if  it  hath  thenecefiary  Quantity  of 
Aliments,  and  they  are  properly  diftri- 
buted. 

In 
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In  the  Year,  1731,  there  was  a  Book 
publilhed  in  England,  to  prove  that  a 
State  becometh  more  flourilhing  by  its 
Debts.  The  Author  fupports  this  Propo- 
lition  by  the  Example  of  Great  Britain, 
whole  vail  Debts  form,  faith  he,  its  pre- 
fenr  great  Power,  by  their  abundant  Cir¬ 
culation.  He  enumerates  thole  Debts 
much  after  the  fame  manner  as  they  Band 
at  this  Day.  Eleven  Million  of  Pounds 
Sterling,  due  to  th ez  Bank-,  ( a )  three  to 
the  Eaft-lndia  Company  $  thirty-one  to 
the  South-Sea  Company,  and  about  four 
Million  to  Annuitants  at  different  Terms. 
In  all,  forty-nine  Million  of  Pounds  Ster¬ 
ling,  amounting  to  eleven  hundred  Milli¬ 
on  of  our  Livres.  And  that  Kingdom 
is  by  one  third  lefs  than  France. 

In 


(a)  The  firft  Eftablifhment  of  the  Bank 
of  England ,  was  in  the  Year  16P4,  by  the 
y,  and  6,  Will,  and  Mar.  cap.  20. 

The  Reader  will  find  at  the  End  of  this 
Chapter,  under  letter  (A)  a  State  of  the  natio¬ 
nal  Debt  of  England ,  as  it  flood  the  3 1  ft  of 
December ,  1731,  together  with  an  Account  of 
the  Produce  of  the  finking  Fund,  in  the  Year 
ended  the  31ft  ot  December ,  173 1,  and  to  the 
Payment  of  what  Debts  contracted  before  the 
2fth  of  December ,  171 6,  the  faid  Fund  hath 
been  applied. 
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Tn  the  Difpofition  lately  made  of  the 
South-Sea  Stock,  wherein  fo  many  Per- 
fons  are  interefted,  in  order  to  quiet  the 
Minds  of  thofe  Proprietors  who  feared 
the  Succefs  of  that  Commerce,  three 
fourths  of  the  Stock  were  feparated,  and 
there  remaineth  only  one  fourth  Part  in¬ 
terefted  in  the  Trade.  Now  this  fourth 
Part  of  rhe  Stock  prefently  fell  upon  this, 
and  ftill  loleth  25  to  30  per  Cent ,  whilft 
the  other  three  fourths,  the  Intereft  of 
which  is  annually  paid  out  of  appropri¬ 
ated  Duties,  gain  three  or  four  per  Cent. 
The  Circulation  then  of  this  Stock,  is 
what  is  moft  valuable  in  this  Company. 
In  Ihort,  there  are  leven  hundred  Million 
of  Livres  circulating,  in  Companion  of 
which  Advantage,  a  Commerce  confined 
to  a  few  Factories,  in  a  foreign  Laod, 
vvhich  may  at  any  Time  become  an  Ene¬ 
my  Country,  is  of  very  little  Confidera? 

tion. 

The  Author  of  the  before-mentioned 
Book  cannot  mean,  that  an  unlimited 
Quantity  of  Debts  is  advantageous.  This 
would  be  running  into  Extremes  not  to 
be  lupported,  but  he  doth  not  fix  any 
Limits  to  them.  Before  an  Enquiry  is 
piade  concerning  them,-  it  may  be  pro- 
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per  to  examine  this  feeming  Paradox- 

Which  I  think  may  be  done  iS  the  Mow! 
mg  Manner. 

The  Queflion  is,  whether  it  be  advan¬ 
tageous  or  otherwile,  that  there  are  An¬ 
nuities  eftablifhed  on  the  Tovvn-Houfe 
ot  ‘Paris ;  what  Advantages  or  Dis¬ 
advantages  refolt  from  them.  Whether 
the  Re-imburfement  of  the  principal  Sums 
due,  and  the  Repayment  of  the  India 
Company’s  Stock,  in  Money,  be  more  de- 
lirable  than  to  have  an  extenlive  Circula¬ 
tion  of  thole  funds  continued.  Thele 
are  proper  Subjc&s  for  political  Medita¬ 
tion,  which  is  able  to  coniider  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Credit,  the  immenfe  Grandeur 
of  a  Capital  City,  its  Wealth  at  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  the  Provinces,  the  Idlenels  in- 
leparably  attached  to  this  kind  of  Income, 
and  T  hings  of  this  Nature. 

If  there  were  to  be  any  particular  Fa¬ 
vour  lhewn  to  the  Annuities,  it  ought  in 
Jullice  to  be  to  thole  in  the  Hands  of  the 
firlt  Proprietors.  But  this  Favour  would 
be  loll  upon  a  Sale,  becaufe  they  would 
be  then  confidered  as  in  the  fecond  Hand, 
With  relpedt  to  the  Buyer,  who  payeth 
for  them  under  this  Difficulty.  If  the 
Favour  had  been  allowed  to  the  transfer¬ 
red 
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red  Annuities,  then  the  firfl  Proprietors 
would  have  had  the  Advantage  of  it  upon 
the  Sale,  and  conlequently  have  iold 
them  at  a  better  Price.  This  maketh  an 
Equality  of  Lofs,  which  is  general  and 
reciprocal.  From  whence  this  Maxim 
may  be  deduced,  that,  to  favour  Sales , 
is  to  encreafe  the  Riches  of  ‘Proprie¬ 
tors. 

When  the  Mint-Notes  were  made  ufe 
of,  it  was  ordered,  that  every  one  iliould 
receive  them,  except  the  King.  It  would 
have  been  Madnefs  in  any  one,  to  have 
propofed  at  that  Time,  the  contrary  Me¬ 
thod.  Yet  this  would  have  been  the  on¬ 
ly  way  to  have  given  thofe  Notes  any 
Credit.  For,  if  the  King  had  accepted 
them  in  Payment,  they  mud  neceffarily 
have  been  purchaled  from  the  King,  in 
order  to  be  returned  to  him  ;  and  they 
would  have  had  a  general  Currency, 
when  People  would  have  been  fure  of 
this  Method  of  employing  them.  What 
happened  upon  the  Courfe  that  was  taken  V 
The  Notes  were  fupprefTed,  and  this  Cre¬ 
dit  was  deftroyed. 

When  the  Bank  flopped  Payment, 
there  appeared  feveral  Papers  in  Print,  in 
one  of  which  it  was  laid,  'That  the  good 

Bank 
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Sauk  is  that  which  doth  not  pay.  The 
Circumfiance  of  Affairs  made  People  turn 
this  Maxim  into  Ridicule,  although,  when 
rightly  understood,  it  will  be  found  un* 
queltionably  true.  The  Bank  of  Amjter- 
dam  (a)  never  payeth,  becaufe  it  hath  an 
advantageous  Employment.  It  is,  as  if 
t  ie  Lewis  don  were  not  payed  away 
upon  the  lame  Foot  with  imall  Money, 
but  that  it  were  received  in  all  Ufes,  with 
Profit  above  the  other  Coin,  for  then 
the  Email  Money  would  be  employed  to 
purchale  the  Lewis  d’er.  Thus  whilll 
the  Transfers  in  the  Bank  of  Amjterdam 
are  received  in  all  Payments  for  EaJU 
India  and  other  Goods,  at  five  per  Cent 
above  the  current  Money,  the  Bank  of 
Amjterdam  need  never  pay,  becaule  the 
Perlon  who  hath  Money  in  the  Bank  can 
readily,  when  he  plealeth,  get  three  or 
four  per  Cent ,  above  the  Value  of  current 
Money.  At  Venice ,  the  Payments  for 
certain  Bills  of  Exchange  ;  Oyl  and 
Quick  Silver,  mult  be  made  in  Bank 
Money,  without  a  Poilioility  of  evading 

ir. 


(a)  The  Reader  will  find  an  Account  of 

this  Bank  at  the  End  of  this  Chapter,  under 
Letter  (B)  ~ 


it,  by  any  Agreement  to  the  contrary. 
And  the  Money  of  Exchange  is  a  Bank 
Ducate,  worth  twenty  per  Cent,  more 
than  the  current  Ducat.  Thele  Examples 
juftify  the  Maxim, 

The  Bank  of  Amjterdam  has  been 
obliged  to  deal  in  Transfers,  becaufe  Am- 
Jieraam  receiveth  abundance  of  Commo¬ 
dities,  and  conlumeth  little.  This  City 
receiveth  Commodities  by  the  Sea  in  large 
Parcels,  to  fend  them  away  in  the  lame 
Manner.  London  abounds  in  native  Com¬ 
modities,  and  its  Bank  ought  to  deal  in 
Notes  payable  on  Demand.  One  Mo¬ 
ment’s  Difcredit  in  the  Bank  of  Amjter¬ 
dam  would  deftroy  all ;  perhaps  without 
Remedy  :  Becaufe  its  foreign  Commerce 
which  lupports  it,  would  ceafe.  London 
would  recover  it  felf,  though  the  Bank 
ihould  fail,  but  with  greater  Difficulty 
than  a  State,  that  produceth  every  Thing 
in  its  own  Territories. 

Amjterdam  hath  wifely  preferred  the 
Prefervation  of  its  Bank  to  the  Credit  of 
its  other  Loans,  Part  of  which  have  been 
retrenched.  But,  was  it  neceflary  to  im¬ 
pair  this  other  Credit,  and  could  not  both 
have  been  prclerved  at  the  fame  Time,  an 
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unprejudiced  Perfon  may  conclude  from 
hence,  that  Debts  contracted  by  Repub- 
licks,  are  no  better  fecured  than  others. 
And  until  a  Judgment  can  be  made  on 
hearing  the  Arguments  upon  the  different 
Kinds  of  Government,  the  Experience  of 
an  hundred  or  two  hundred  Years,  may 
be  referred  to.  This  vaft  and"  important 
Matter,  is  too  foreign  from  our  SubjeCt, 
and  too  difficult  for  us  to  undertake. 

Banks  were  firfi:  fet  up  by  Republicks, 
and  they  ftill  fubfifl  untainted  among 
them.  The  Bank  or  Banco  of  Venice  (a) 
is  the  hrft,  and  the  only  one,  of  which 
the  World  knows  the  Fund,  which  is  five 
Million  of  ‘Ducats.  The  Bank  of  Am- 
Jlerdam is  thegreateft,  and  mod  famous; 
its  Fund  is  fuppofed  to  be  three  or  four 
hundred  Million  of  Florins.  The  Bank 
of  Hamburgh  (b)  hath  this  peculiar  to  it, 
that  none  but  Burghers  are  allowed  to 
have  Funds  therein.  The  Particulars  of 
thefe  Banks  are  to  be  found  in  feveral 
Books. 

It 


(a)  The  Bank  of  Venice  is  deferibed  at  the 
End  of  this  Chapter  under  Letter  (C) 

(b)  The  Reader  will  find  an  Account  of  the 
Bank  at  Hamburgh  at  the  End  of  this  Chap¬ 
ter,  under  Letter  (D) 
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I  t  is  ro  this  Credit  that  the  Republicks 
owe  their  Wealth  and  their  Power.  Let 
them  be  compared  with  Naples ,  Sicily, 
and  other  fertil  Countries,  ( a )  where  the 
want  of  fufficient  Circulation,  leaves  the 
Inhabitants  in  continual  Mifery. 

The  Bank  of  France  was  begun  upon 
fuch  dilcreet  and  prudent  Meafures,  that 
it  refloredj  as  may  be  laid,  new  Life  to 
the  languiihing  State.  The  Hiftory  of 
this  Bank  may  be  comprehended  in  the 
following  Allegory. 

“  T  h  e  Inhabitants  of  the  Illand  of  For- 
“  mofa ,  had  fcarce  quitted  the  ufe  of  the 
“  Acorn,  when  the  Bramine  Elnai ,  un- 
“  dertook  to  make  them  enjoy  the  Be- 
“  nefits  which  Nature  offered  to  them. 
“  He  employed  his  Daughter  ‘Panirna 
“  for  this  Purpofe.  She  was  extreamly 
“  beautiful,  educated  with  the  greateff: 
“  Care,  and  inftrudted  in  all  the  occult 
“  Sciences,  but  her  Affability  gave  her, 
“  in  that  favage  Country,  an  unulual  Air, 

Y  which 


(a)  Among  others,  Ireland.  A  Country  a- 
bounding  with  all  the  Gifts  of  Nature,  and 
aflifted  with  few  of  the  Advantages  arifing 
from  a  good  Polity. 
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“  which  nave  OiTcnce  to  many.  Never- 
“  theiefs  the  Bramine,  through  a  thou- 
“  fand  Difficulties,  married  her  to  Au - 
“  renko}  Prince  of  the  Formofans, 

“  The  Moment  Tanima  was  eftablifli- 
“  ed  in  her  Power,  ilie  wrote  fome  magick 
“  Words,  and  inftantly  a  formidable  Ci- 
“  tadel  arofe,  and  the  Earth  produced  all 
“  Kinds  of  Fruit.  She  did  not  here  let 
“  Bounds  to  her  Favours.  She  had,  by 
“  her  Marriage,  a  Daughter  called  Linda, 
*<  whom  ilie  intruded  in  Part  of  her  Se- 
“  crets.  Linda  performed  new  Conjura- 
“  tions,  and  the  Riches  of  the  Univerfe 
“  arrived  in  great  Plenty. 

«  There  was  in  For  mo  fa  an  ancient 
“  Magick,  contained  in  Characters  in- 
“  icribed  upon  Skins  of  Animals,  held 
“  in  great  Reverence  by  moil  of  the  In¬ 
i'  habitants.  Tanima  did  not,  perhaps, 
“  reined  this  Magick  enough.  She  had 
“  a  Mind  to  aboSiffi  it,  and  fet  up  her 
“  own  in  the  Place  thereof.  She  in  vain 
“  alledged  the  publick  Utility;  this  was 
“  the  Signal  for  reuniting  all  her  Ene- 
“  mies.  vFhcy  attacked  her  in  her  Cita- 
“  del  :  But  Their  Efforts  would  have 
“  been  vain,  if  Tanima  bad  not,  her 

V.  fc  If, 
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“  fclf,  contributed  to  her  own  Deftruc- 
“  tion. 


Intoxicated  with  her  great  Sue-’ 
cefs,  lhe  gave  her  felf  up  fooliihly 
to  her  wild  Imaginations.  The  Con- 
fequence  was,  a  Heap  of  dangerous 
Imprudences,  which  made  her  become 
hateful  to  the  whole  Nation.  Aurenko 
thought  he  could  not  preferve  his  own 
Authority,  but  by  a  Divorce,  and  the 
Banilhment  of  P  amnia. 


“  Her  Daughter  Linda ,  fufpeited  of 
being  an  Accomplice,  was  cad:  into  Pri- 
lon.  Aurenko  having  difeovered  her 
Innocence,  fet  her  at  Liberty.  Per¬ 
haps  he  would  alio  have  recalled  Pani- 
ma,  with  whole  Beauty  he  was  charmed, 
and  whole  Imprudences  he  hoped  to 
prevent,  when  Death  ..... 


The  Baiis  of  Credit  is,  a  Security  in 
the  publick  Contrails.  Then  Money, 
and  its  Equivalents  abound,  and  Effe&s  of 
finall  Value,  become  Equivalents.  OhJ 
how  eafy  a  Matter  it  would  be  *  -  - 
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(A) 

A  State  of  the  national  Debt  of  Great  Britain, 
as  it  flood  the  \ft  of  December,  1751  y  together 
with  an  Account  of  the  Produce  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  in  the  Tear  ended  that  Day ,  and  to  the 
Payment  of  what  Debts  contracted  before  the 
z  fth  of  December,  1716,  the  fluid  Fund  has 
been  applied. 


Excheque 


Annuities  for  long  Terms,  being  the  7 
Remainder  of  the  original  Sum  con-g^ 
tributed  and  unfubicribed  to  the  South- % 

Sea  Company.  -  - — -  j 

Annuities  for  Lives,  with  Benefit  of  - 
Survivorfhip,  being  the  original  Sum  V 

contributed.  - -  - '  — •  \ 

Annuities  payable  upon  two  or  three  / 
Lives,  being  the  Sum  remaining  after  > 

what  is  fallen  in  by  Deaths.  -  S 

Annuities  at  9  /.  per  Cent  per  An-  ? 
num.  ^ 

Ditto  on  Lottery  1710.  -  - 

Annuities  on  the  Plate  Adi,  6 Geor- 


k 


rii  Frimi  Regis  - - - 

Annuities  on  Nevis ,  and  St.  Chrifto-  ? 

phers  Debentures,  3  perCent.  -  £ 

Exchequer  Bills  on  the  Victuallers  Adi,  7 
Anno  \y  16.  — \ 

Ditto  made  out  for  the  Intereft  on  / 

old  3:11s  exchanged.  -  1 

Annuities  at  3  l  10  s.  per  Cent,  per  / 
Annum ,  for  the  Supply  of  the  Year  > 

>73  *•  —  ■ —  -  b 

Total  carried  over  —  — 


R. 


i»837>°33 

0 

f 

108,100 

O 

0 

134,282 

14 

8| 

l6l,I08 

6 

8 

109,290 

0 

0 

312,000 

0 

0 

37 ,8il 

S 

1*. 

481,400 

0 

O 

2,200 

0 

O 

400,000 

0 

0 

Note,  The  Land  Taxes  and  Duties  on  Malt  being  annualGrants, 
are  not  charged  in  this  Account,  nor  the  1,000,000  L 
charged  on  the  Deductions  of  6  d .  per  Found. 

East- 


I 

upon  Commerce. 

Total  brought  over  - —  - 
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7  * 


Eas  t-Indi  a  Company. 

By  two  Ads  of  Parliament  9  K.  IV.  ? 
and  two  other  Ads,  6  and  10  An.  5 

Bank  of  England. 

On  their  original  Fund  at  6  and  a  half  £ 
per  Cent.  5 

For  cancelling  Exchequer  Bills,  3  K.  .Geo  1 
Pure  ha  fed  of  the  South- Sea  Company 
Annuities  at  4  and  a  half  per  Cent , 
charged  on  the  Duty  on  Coals,  fince 
Lady  Day ,  1719. 

Ditto  charged  on  the  Surplus  of  the  / 
Funds  for  Lottery,  1714.  % 

Ditto  for  Lottery,  Anno  1731.  — 

South-Sea  Company, 

On  their  Capital  Stock,  and  Annui- } 
ties  Ad,  9  K.  Geo,  1.  j 

Total  —  — 


3>200,000 


1,600,000 

i  yoo,ooo 
4,000,000 

I;7yO,000 


1, 2/0,000 
800,000 


31,302,203 


o 
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o 

o 
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upon  Commerce . 

(B) 

The  City  of  Amflerdam  fet  up  this  Bank 
in  the  Month  of  January ,  1609,  by  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  States  General  3  and  it  foon  be¬ 
came  the  general  Rcpofitory  of  the  Riches 
of  its  Inhabitants. 

It  was  at  fir  ft  ordered,  That  all  Payments 
for  Bills  of  Exchange  or  Goods,  not  being 
under  600  Florins ,  fhould  be  made  in  Bank  j 
but  this  hath  been  reduced  to  300  Florins, 
and  no  lefs  Sum  can  be  entered,  or  transferred 
in  the  Bank ,  except  by  the  Eaft  and  IFefl- 
India  Companies,  without  paying  tlx  Sty  vers 
for  every  fuch  Entry. 

The  City  of  Amflerdam  is  Security  for  the 
Bank,  fo  that  it  cannot  fail,  fo  long  as  the 
Government  of  the  Country  fubfifts.  The 
real  Treafure  of  this  Bank  confifts  in  Species 
of  Money,  and  in  Gold  and  Silver  Bullion, 
which  is  kept  in  a  Vault  under  the  T  own- 
houfe.  The  Coin  paid  into  the  Bank  is  Du - 
catons ,  and  fuch  other  Pieces  oi  large  Money, 
which  are  received  at  f  'per  Cent.  Ids  than  they 
pafs  for  in  current  Payments,  and  this  makes  the 
Agio  or  Difference  between  the  Bank  and  cur¬ 
rent  Money.  The  Gold  and  Silver  Bullion 
is  received  at  the  current  Price  by  Weight, 
and  the  Finenefs  of  it  is  aflayed  by  an  Officer 

appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Books  of  the  Bank  are  kept  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  Denominations  of  Florins ,  Sty  vers ,  and 
Peningens.  Every  Perfon  who  hath  an  Account 
opened  in  Bank,  muft  pay  ten  Florins  for  it, 
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and  one  Styver  for  every  Transfer  afterward? 
made  in  the  Account. 

The  Payments  in  Bank  are  generally  made 
by  Transfers ;  that  is  by  making  the  Perfon 
who  gives  the  Order  upon  the  Bank,  Debt- 
or,  and  the  Perfon  in  whofe  Favour  the  Or¬ 
der  is  given,  Creditor  for  the  Sum  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Order.  However  Money  in  Bank 
may  be  taken  out  at  the  fame  Value  it  was 
paid  in,  upon  allowing  one  fixteenth  per  Cent 
for  keeping  it,  but  this  is  feldom  done*  nor 
is  there  an  In  (lance  of  what  we  call  a  Run 
upon  the  Bank ,  fince  the  Year  1672,  when 
the  King  of  France  having  taken  Utrecht ,  and 
marched  towards  Amfterdam ,  People  were  in 
great  hade  to  draw  their  Money  out  of  the 
Bank,  but  the  Payments  were  then  fo  (peedily 
anfwered,  that  no  large  Demands  have  been 
fince  made  upon  the  Bank. 

It  is  needlets  to  enter  into  any  further  De¬ 
tail  of  this  Bank.  The  ufefulnefs  of  it  is 
known  to  all  the  World,  and  whether  the 
Treafure  lodged  in  it  be,  or  be  not  fufficient 
to  anfwcr  all  the  Debts  that  are  due  from  the 
Bank,  the  Credit  of  the  Bank  is  fuch  that 
Money  in  Bank  anfwers  all  the  Ufe  of  real 
Money,  without  being  attended  with' any  of 
the  Hazards  and  Inconveniences  of  receiving 
and  paying  large  Sums  of  Money.  At  the 
fame  Time  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the 
State  fuffers  fuch  irnmenfe  Treafures  to  remain 
intirely  ufelefs  in  their  Vaults.  Among  other 
beneficial  Ways  the  City  of  Amfterdam  may 
have  to  employ  this  Money,  it  isnotamifs  to 
take  Notice,  that  the  Bank  fupplieth  the 

Lombard 
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Lombard  Houfes  with  Money  to  lend  out  upon 
Pledges.  But  having  formerly  treated  of  this 
Method  of  fupplying  induilrious  People  with 
Money  to  carry  on  their  Trades,  it  may  be 
fufficient  to  obferve  in  this  Place,  that  by 
this  means  the  Pledges  of  Permutations  are 
encrcafed  among  the  common  People,  where¬ 
by  they  are  better  enabled  to  earn  a  Liveli¬ 
hood.  And  as  the  Profits  arifing  from  the 
Money  lent  in  thofe  Houfes,  are  employed  in 
fupporting  Hofpitals,  fo  it  affords  aconfider- 
ableFund  to  maintain  the  Poor,  who  through 
Infirmities  are  not  able  to  labour. 

(C) 

The  Bank  or  Banco  of  Venice  is  of  an  ear¬ 
lier  Date  than  that  of  Amfttrdam .  It  is  a  Re- 
pofitory  where  Traders  lodge  their  Money  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Republick,  which  is  an- 
fwerable  for  it,  and  which  payeth  all  the  Sa¬ 
laries  of  the  Officers,  and  anfwereth  for  any 
Mifmanagement  of  them.  It  is  looked  upon 
as  exceedingly  advantageous  to  Traders,  and 
a  great  eafe  to  Commerce. 

The  Fund  of  this  Bank  is  limited  to  five 
Million  of  Ducats,  wherefore  no  more  Mo¬ 
ney  is  received  into  it,  and  the  Payments  are 
made  by  Transfers,  from  one  Account  to  ano¬ 
ther.  So  that  all  the  Bufipefs  tranfafted  in 
this  Bank  is  performed  without  iffuing  any 
Money,  which  remains  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Republick.  This  is  called  Banco  del  Giro,  be- 
caufe  of  the  perpetual  Rotation  of  Money 
in  it.  1 

The 
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The  Bank  is  fliut  up  four  Times  every 
Year  5  that  is,  on  the  20th  of  March ,  20th  of 
Juries  20th  of  September,  and  20th  of  Decem¬ 
ber and  remained!  twenty  Days  flint*  during 
which  Time  however,  Money  in  Bank  is  ne¬ 
gotiated  among  the  Merchants,  but  Bills  of 
Exchange  are  not  to  be  protefted  during  fuch 
Times,  except  in  Cafe  of  Bankrupcy,  nor 
until  fix  Days  after  the  Bank  be  opened.  It 
is  alfo  ftuit  up  every  Friday  to  balance  the 
Books,  except  there  be  a  Holyday  in  the^ 
Week,  And  eight  Days  before  the  Carnival, 
and  the  Week  before  Eafter . 

Bills  of  Exchange  mud  be  paid  in  Banco , 
or  the  Payment  is  not  good.  The  Agreements 
for  all  Commodities,  except  Oil  and  Quick 
Silver,  may  be  made  for  current  Money. 

Accounts  are  kept  in  the  Banco  of  Venice 
by  Ducats  and  Groffes ,  twenty- four  Grojfes 
make  a  Ducat,  and  five  Soldi  and  one  fixth  of 
a  Soldi  make  a  Grofs.  The  Exchange  be¬ 
tween  London  and  Venice  is  from  yy  to  6y  d . 
Ster.  for  a  Ducat . 

There  is  in  Venice  another  Bank  which 
tranfa&s  in  current  Money,  which  is  paid  in¬ 
to  it,  and  received  out  of  it,  much  after  the 
fame  manner  as  is  praftifed  in  the  Bank  of 
England.  The  Difference  between  Money  in 
Banco  and  current  Money  is,  by  a  Decree  of 
the  Senate,  twenty  per  Cent ,  fo  that  100  Bank 
Ducats  are  or  equal  Value  with  120  Ducats 
current  Money. 


Although 
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(D) 

Although  the  Bank  of  Hamburgh  be  not  fo 
confiderable  as  that  of  Amfierdam ,  yet  it  hath 
obtained  great  Reputation,  on  Account  of  the 
exadt  Management  of  it. 

Four  of  the  molt  eminent  Citizens  have 
the  Direction  of  all  the  Affairs  of  the  Bank. 
The  Republics  is  anfwerable  for  the  Money 
depofited  in  it.  And  in  order  that  all  Things 
may  be  carefully  managed,  the  Book-keepers, 
who  are  four  in  Number,  are  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  Balances  twice  a  Week  to  the  Diredlors. 

The  Senate  has  no  Power  over  the  Bank, 
and  the  Book-keepers  are  obliged  tc  take  an 
Oath  of  Secrecy,  fo  that  it  is  not  known  what 
Money  is  depofited  in  it,  or  by  whom. 

None  but  Burghers  are  allowed  the  Privi- 
lege  of  having  Accounts  in  Bank,  or  to  de- 
polite  Money  in  it.  Bills  of  Exchange  are 
acquitted,  and  many  Commodities  paid  for, 
in  Bank  Money,  which  is  generally  performed 
by  Transfers ,  as  in  the  Bank  of  Amflerdam  and 
Banco  of  Venice . 

Accounts  are  kept  in  this  Bank  by  Alarks , 
Schellings ,  and  Denier s  Lubs .  i  z  Denier s  make 
a  Schellings  and  1 6  Schellings  a  Mark.  Ex¬ 
change  between  Hamburgh  and  London  is  from 
26  to  38  Schellings  for  a  Pound  Sterling. 

Every  Perfon  who  opens  an  Account  in 
Bank  mutt  pay  fifty  Rix  Dollars ,  of  three 
Marks  each.  No  Sum  can  be  entered  in  the 
Bank  under  100  Marks ,  and  for  every  Sum 
under  300  Alarks  two  Schellings  muff  be  paid, 
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but  all  Slims  above  300  Marks  are  entered 
Gratis . 

They  receive  only  fine  Money  in  the 
Bank,  and  they  generally  allow  one  Fourth 
to  three  Eights  per  Cent  Profit  to  fuch  as 
make  Payments  in  Rix  Dollars .  The  Diffe¬ 
rence  between  Bank  and  current  Money,  or 
the  AgiQ)  is  from  five  to  fourteen  per  Centj 
that  the  current  is  lets  than  the  Bank  Money. 

It  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader,  with 
further  Particulars  of  this  Bank ,  however  we 
cannot  avoid  acquainting  him,  that  any  Per- 
fon  who  hath  Occafion  for  Money,  may  bor¬ 
row  it  at  the  Bank,  upon  Pledges  of  Jewels, 
Plate,  or  other  valuable  Effefts  of  that  Kind. 
Upon  Condition  to  repay  the  Money  withln- 
tereft,  within  fix  Months.  On  Failure  of 
which,  the  Goods  are  fold  by  publick  Cant, 


CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 


M  O  N  G  the  various  Parts  of  Go- 


JTY  vernraent,  there  are  fome,  wherein 
the  Legiflator,  although  he  be  endued  with 
the  greateft  Wifdom,  yet  he  can  never 
be  lure  of  Succefs.  When  he  fendeth  an 
Army  to  defend  his  Frontiers,  or  to  at¬ 
tack  an  Enemy,  it  dependeth  upon  him 
to  chufe  the  able!!  General,  to  fee  that 
the  Troops  be  well  difciplined,  and  thac 
the  Army  be  abundantly  lupplied  with 
all  Kinds  of  Neceflaries.  Neverthelels, 
bad  Weather,  panick  Fears,  Rivallhip  and 
Competition  among  Generals,  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  Accidents,  leave  the  Events  un¬ 
certain.  K.  Philip  the  fecond  of  Spain 
when  his  formidable  Armada  again!!  Eng¬ 
land  perilhed  by  Tempeft,  faid  that  he 
had  not  fent  it  to  fight  againfi  the 
fVinds.  In  this  he  did  not  Ipeak  like  a 
wife  Politician,  who  ought  to  have  feen 
further,  and  have  been  prepared  with  new 
Remedies,  which  ‘Philip  wanted. 


Let 
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Let  the  J.egiflator,  with afuperior  Ge¬ 
nius,  put  an  End  to  the  greateft  Negotia¬ 
tion  by  a  Treaty  equally  advantageous  to 
his  own  Nation,  and  his  Neighbours ;  yet 
nothing  can  1  ecu  re  the  Faith  of  this  Trea¬ 
ty,  if  the  contracting  Parties,  encrealed 
in  Power,  or  ill  adviied,  are  reloived  to 
break  it. 

It  is  therefore,  only  in theManagement 
of  Affairs  at  home,  that  the  Legiffator 
can  proceed  with  Certainty,  to  provide 
againfl:  Events,  which  do  not  depend  up¬ 
on  his  Wiidom,  or  to  find  Remedies  for 
them.  And  to  confine  our  lelves  within 
the  Limits  of  our  SubjeCt,  he  may  always 
fecure  his  People,  againfl;  the  Milchief 
arifing  from  too  great  a  Scarcity,  or  too 
great  a  Plenty  of  Corn.  He  may  a ffo 
encreale  the  Number  of  Inhabitants, 
whether  by  hindering  them  from  dis¬ 
peopling  the  place  of  Dominion,  in  or¬ 
der  to  people  Colonies ;  or  by  encoura¬ 
ging  all  Sorts  of  Commerce,  by  a  Liberty 
which  exciteth  Induflry,  thereby  lure  of 
its  Reward ;  or  by  encouraging  his  poor 
Neighbours  to  come  into  his  Country,  by 
diftributing  among  them  uncultivated 
Lands,  or  by  procuring  for  them  Means 
to  earn  a  Smbfiffance  by  eafy  Labour.  In 
fine,  when  the  Taxes  cannot  be  levyed 

without 
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without  military  Power,  he  may  be  af- 
fured  that  the  numerary  Values  are  not 
proportioned  to  the  Taxes,  and  the  nu¬ 
merary  Values  ought  to  be  encreaied  after 
a  Manner  that  is  mod  agreeable  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  Temper  of  the  People,  for  the  Succels 
will  be  thereby  madecafier,  and  more  im¬ 
mediate. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  People  who  often 
groan  under  a  Weight,  that  might  be  ren¬ 
dered  lighter  to  them,  will  have  Rcafon  to 
blefs  the  Legillator,  who  rnaketh  it  his 
Care  to  relieve  them.  His  true  Glory 
confifteth  in  their  Haopinels. 

Persons  in  inferior  Stations  may  ac¬ 
quire  alfo  lome  Share  of  this  Glory.  Their 
firft  Duty  is  to  obey  the  Sovereign  Au¬ 
thority,  under  which  it  is  their  Fortune  to 
be  born.  But  they  are  allowed  to  exa¬ 
mine  what  ever  proceedeth  from  that  Au- 

,  . 

thority,  when  this  Examination  is  accom- 
panyed  with  a  fubmiffive  Obedience,  and 
that  they  are  fenlible,  that  feeming  In- 
juftice,  is  fometimes  a  Jultice  of  State, 
reafonable  and  neceflfary  for  Caules  which, 
the  Legillator  ought  to  conceal. 

When  thefe Fundamental  Truths  areal- 
ways  kept  in  View,  the  higheft  and  bell  Ule 
that  can  be  made  of  Rcafon  and  acquired 

Knowledge, 
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Knowledge,  is  to  employ  them  in  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  general  Polity,  upon  which 
the  publick  Felicity  dependeth.  Medita¬ 
tions,  Conferences,  and  Writings,  upon 
thele  important  Subje^s,  raile  new  Ideas, 
and  often  prei'ent  Objects  in  a  Light  they 
did  not  before  appear  in.  The  fame  thing 
laid  and  repeated  by  leveral  Perlons,  ac¬ 
quire  by  that  Means  more  Strength,  and 
determine  a  Legislature,  whofe  good  In¬ 
tentions  are  not  always  Supported  by  a 
Courage  great  enough,  to  oppole  a  Tor¬ 
rent  of  PrepoSTedions.  Thele  are  the  Au¬ 
thors  Motives  for  writing  this  Elfay . 

He  hath  but  Slightly  touched  upon 
fome  Articles,  becaule  bethought  itfuffi- 
cient  to  his  Defign,  barely  to  give  Some 
Hints  concerning  them.  Thefe  are  young 
Buds  of  Polity,  and  of  the  publick  Reve¬ 
nue  which  may  be  eafily  unfolded,  and  it 
will  anfwer  one  of  the  Ends  <»n  writing  this 
ElTay,  if  it  engage  Perfous  of  good  Un¬ 
derstanding  to  take  fome  Pains  therein. 

If  this  ElTay  containeth  any  pemici-r 
cus  Maxims  it  may  be  oS  publick  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  point  them  out.  The  Author 
will  readily  dilclaim  them,  with  Acknow¬ 
ledgment. 

FINIS. 
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BOOKS  lately  Printed  for  and  Sold  by 
Philip  Crampton,  Bookfeller,  at  jiddi- 
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T%  OBBlNS’s  Abridgment  of  all  the  Iriftf 
JPV  Statutes,  from  the  iirft  Seflion  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Edward  the  2d,  to  the 
End  of  the  12th  Year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty  King  George  the  2d.  Together  1 3  3 

with  an  Abridgment  of  all  the  Englifli  ‘ 

Statutes  in  Force  in  Ireland,  from  Magna 
Charta  to  the  12th  Year  of  his  prefent  ^ 

Majefty  King  George  the  2d.  Price  bound  j 
N.  B.  The  Abridgment  of  the  Two  laft  Seflions  to 
be  had  feparately,  at  a  Britifh  Shilling  each. 

Spectators,  8  Vols.  1 2mp.  Fine  Paper,  bound  o  18 
— — Ditto,  Common  Paper,  8  Vols.  bound  o  16 
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'Ninth  Volume  to  Ditto,  bound 
Pope’s  Homer,  6  Vols.  1 21110.  with  32  Cop¬ 
per  Plates,  bound 

Love  Letters  between  a  Nobleman  and  his 
Sifter,  with  the  Hiftory  of  their  Adven¬ 
tures,  in  Three  Parts,  bound 
The  laft  Edition  of  the  Independent  Whig/ 
or  a  Defence  of  Primitive  Chriftianity, 
and  of  our  Ecclefiaftical  Eftabliihment, 
againft  the  exorbitant  Claims  and  En¬ 
croachments  of  Fanatical  and  DifafFeCt- 
ed  Clergymen.  N.  B.  To  this  Edition 
is  added  the  following  Additions,  viz.  A 
large  Preface  to  the  Publisher,  in  Vindica-  _ 
tion  of  the  Book,  2.  A  Bull  againft  it 
by  the  Bilbop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  di- ' 
reded  to  the  Clergy  of  his  Diocefe. 

3.  The  Craftfman,  a  Sermon.  4.  A  b 
Letter  to  a  Gentleman  at  Edinburgh,  |  ] 
concerning  the  bufy  and  afluming  Spirits  ' 
of  the  Eccleiiafticks,  and  their  extrava¬ 
gant  Demands  on  the  Laity,  &c.  In  two 
Vols.  121110,  bound 
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CATALOGUE. 

The  two  hit  Campaigns  of  the  Marefchal  Tf 
Gc  I  urenne,  from  the  French,  givingan* 
Account  of  feveral  extraordinary  Aftions  ° 
on  the  Rhine,  bound  ^ 

Abelard  and  Heloifa,  bound 
Congreve’s  Dramatick  Works,  bound 
Wicherly’s  Plays,  bound 
1  he  Skimmer,  or  the  Hiftory  of  Tanzaip 
and  Neadarne,  an  entertaining  Novel,  /  o 
^  tranllated  from  the  French,  bound  3 
The  Military  Hiftory  of  the  late  Prince  Eu¬ 
gene,  and  of  the  late  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  including  a  particular  Defcription 
of  the  feveral  Battles,  Sieges,  &c.  in 
which  either  or  both  thofe  Generals  com¬ 
manded.  In4Vols.  8 vo.  bound 
Ditto,  Fine  Paper,  bound 
T  he  Works  of  Francis  Rabelais,  now"! 
carefully  revifed,  and  compared  through-  ' 
out,  with  the  late  new  Edition  of  M.Le 
du  Chat,  by  Mr.  Ozell,  who  has  likewile 
added  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Pages  a  Tran-  l 
Hation  of  the  Notes,  Hiftorical,  Critical,  [ 
and  Explanatory,  of  the  Paid  M.  Du  Chat 
and  others,  in  which  Notes  (never  before 
printed  in  Englifh)  theText  is  not  only 
explained,  but  in  Multitudes  of  Places 
amended,  and  made  conformable  to  the 
firft  and  beft  Editions  of  this  learned  and 
facetious  Author.  In  4  Vols.  i  zmo. bound  j 
TheTurkiffiSpy,  inSVols.  nmo.  bound 
Gentleman’s  Pocket  Farrier,  i2mo.  bound 
Bellofte’s  Elfay  on  Mercury,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  many  wonderful  Cures  per¬ 
formed  by  it,  i2ino.  bound 
T ully’s  Offices,  with  Cockman’s  Notes, 
nmo.  bound 

Longinus,  Englifh,  nmo,  bound 
Ovid’s  Epiftles,  Delphini,  8vo.  bound 
-  -  -  -  without  Notes,  nmo.  bound 


2  2 

1  7 

3  3 

2  8 

2.  1 


o  17  6 


10  10 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 


18  o 
’I  I 

1  n 

2  O 

2  O 

3  6 

G  8 

Ovidfi 


CATALOGUE. 

Gvidii  de  Triftibus,  Delphini,  8vo.  bound 

- without  Notes,  i2mo.  bound 

Conftru&ion,  nmo.  bound 
Englifh  Expositor,  nmo.  bound 
Alvary’s  Profody,  nmo.  bound 
Dryden’s  Juvenal,.  i2mo.  bound 
Teftament,  Svo.  bound 
Hill’s  Arithmetick,  8vo.  with  Additions,? 

bound  *  i 

Pattoon’s  Navigation,  8vo.  with  Additions,  1 
bound  j 

Mair’s  Book-keeping,  8vo.  bound 
Harris's  Geometry,  nmo.  bound 
Ward’s  Mathematician’s  Guide,  8vo.  bound 
Keil’s  Trigonometry,  8vo.  bound 
Whifton’s  Euclid,  8vo.  bound 
Clark’s  Steward’s  Accounts,  and  Office  of 
a  Land  Steward,  8vo.  bound 
Hawney’s  Meafuring,  nmo.  bound 
Mathematical  Mifcellany  of  Paradoxes, 
j2mo,  bound 

Moivre  on  Annuities,  8vo.  bound 
Cocker’s  Arithmetick,  nmo.;  bound 
Fuller’s  Pra&ical  Aftronomy,  8vo.  with 
Cuts,  bound 

Langley’s  Builders  Vade  Mecum,  nmo. 
bound 

Bradly  on  Cattle,  nmo.  bound 
Hiftory  of  America,  121110.  bound 
Argalus  and  Parthenia,  nmo.  bound 
Hiftory  of  Ireland,  nmo.  bound 
Jane  Shore  and  Rofamond,  nmo.  bound 
Moll  Flanders,  nmo.  bound 
Hiftoryof  the  Pirates,  nmo.  bound 
Surprizing  Miracles,  nmo,  bound 
Drake’s  Voyages,  nmo.  bound 
Garth’s  Difpenfatory,  nmo.  Hitch’d 
Book  df  Knowledge,  nmo.  bound 
Countefs  ofMoreton’s  Devotions,  1  zmo.  bd 
Ferr’s  Geography,  8vo.  bound 
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Hiltory  of  the  Tartars,  2  Vols.  8vo.  bound  096 
Puffendorf ’s  Introdudlion  to  the  Hiftory  of  ? 

Alia,  Africa,  and  America,  8vo.  bound  S 0  4  4 
Didtionarium  Rufticum,  2  Vols.  8vo.  bound  0  8  o 

Varenius’s  Geography,  2  Vols.  8vo. bound  096 
Rapin’s  Hiltory  of  England,  2  Vols.  Folio  2  10  o 
Gordon’s  Geographical  Grammar,  or  an  exadl  Ana- 
lyfis  of  the  whole  Body  of  Modern  Geography,  af¬ 
ter  a  new  and  curious  Method ;  comprehending 
ill.  A  general  View  of  the  Terraqueous  Globe,  with 
a  transient  Survey  of  the  Earthly  Ball,  as  itconfifts 
of  Land  and  Water.  2d.  A  particular  View  of 
the  Terraqueous  Globe,  being  a  clear  and  pleafant 
Profpedt  of  all  remarkable  Countries  upon  the  Face 
of  the  whole  Earth ;  fhewing  their  Situation,  Ex¬ 
tent,  Divilion,  Subdivision,  Cities,  chief  Towns, 
Name,  Air,  Soil,  Commodities,  Rarities,  Arch- 
bifliopricks,Bilhopricks,Univerlities,  Manners,  Lan¬ 
guages,  Government,  Arms,  Religion,  &c.  The 
Fifteenth  Edition,  corredted,  and  much  enlarged, 
with  a  compleat  Set  of  17  new  Maps,  by  Mr. 
Senex.  Price  bound  ys.  •  v 

Plays  Sold  at  a  Britifh  Six-Pence. 

Fatal  Secret. 

Plain  Dealer. 

Old  Batchelor. 

Cutter  of  Coleman-ftreet 
Love  for  Love. 

Carelefs  Husband. 
Gentleman  Dancing-Ma¬ 
iler. 

Love  in  a  Wood. 

Devil  of  a  Wife. 

Double  Dealer. 

Country  Wife. 

Way  of  the  World* 

All  Vows  kept. 

Polite  Philofopher. 
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Spanifh  Fryar. 
Lucius  Junius  Brutus. 
Indian  Emperor. 
Oroonoko. 

Hamlet. 

Cyrus. 

Othello. 

Theodolius. 

All  for  Love. 
Mourning  Bride. 
Venice  Preferv’d 
Henry  the  Fourth. 
Phsedra  and  Hippolitus. 
OEdipus. 
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